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f^3) | AVING  brought  to  a successful  termination  our  labors  in  Cortland  County  in 
compiling  and  editing  the  sketches  herein  contained,  we  desire,  in  presenting 
this  Book  of  Biographies  to  our  patrons,  to  make  a few  remarks,  neces- 
sarily brief,  in  regard  to  the  value  and  importance  of  local  works  of  this  nature. 
We  agree  with  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  that  “ Biography  is  the  only  true  History,”  and 
also  are  of  the  opinion  that  a collection  of  the  biographies  of  the  leading  men  of  a nation 
would  give  a more  interesting,  as  well  as  authentic,  history  of  their  country  than  any 
other  that  could  be  written.  The  value  of  such  a production  as  this  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated.  With  each  succeeding  year  the  haze  of  Obscurity  removes  more  and  more 
from  our  view  the  fast  disappearing  landmarks  of  the  past,  Oblivion  sprinkles  her  dust  of 
forgetfulness  on  men  and  their  deeds,  effectually  concealing  them  from  the  public  eye, 
and  because  of  the  many  living  objects  which  claim  our  attention,  few  of  those  who  have 
been  removed  from  the  busy  world  linger  long  in  our  memory.  Even  the  glorious  achieve- 
ments of  the  present  age  may  not  insure  it  from  being  lost  in  the  glare  of  greater  things 
to  come,  and  so  it  is  manifestly  a duty  to  posterity  for  the  men  of  the  present  time  to 
preserve  a record  of  their  lives  and  a story  of  their  progress  from  low  and  humble  begin- 
nings to  great  and  noble  deeds,  in  order  that  future  generations  may  read  the  account  of 
their  successful  struggles,  and  profit  by  their  example.  A local  history  affords  the  best 
means  of  preserving  ancestral  history,  and  it  also  becomes,  immediately  upon  its  publica- 
tion, a ready  book  of  reference  for  those  who  have  occasion  to  seek  biographical  data  of 
the  leading  and  early  settled  families.  Names,  dates  and  events  are  not  easily  remem- 
bered by  the  average  man,  so  it  behooves  the  generations  now  living,  who  wish  to  live 
in  the  memory  of  their  descendants,  to  write  their  own  records,  making  them  full  and 
broad  in  scope,  and  minute  in  detail,  and  insure  their  preservation  by  having  them  put 
in  printed  form.  We  firmly  believe  that  in  these  collated  personal  memoirs  will  be  found 
as  true  and  as  faithful  a record  of  Cortland  County  as  may  be  obtained  anywhere,  for 
the  very  sufficient  reason  that  its  growth  and  development  are  identified  with  that  of 
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the  men  who  have  made  her  what  she  is  to-day — the  representative,  leading  men,  whose 
personal  sketches  it  has  been  a pleasure  to  us  to  write  and  give  a place  in  this  volume. 
From  the  time  when  the  hand  of  civilized  man  had  not  yet  violated  the  virgin  soil  with 
desecrating  plough,  nor  with  the  ever-ready  frontiersman’s  ax  felled  the  noble,  almost 
limitless,  forests,  to  the  present  period  of  activity  in  all  branches  of  industry,  we  may 
read  in  the  histories  of  the  county’s  leading  men,  and  of  their  ancestors,  the  steady  growth 
and  development  which  has  been  going  on  here  for  a century  and  a half,  and  bids  fair 
to  continue  for  centuries  to  come.  A hundred  years  from  now,  whatever  records  of  the 
present  time  are  then  extant,  having  withstood  the  ravages  of  time  and  the  ceaseless  war 
of  the  elements,  will  be  viewed  with  an  absorbing  interest,  equalling,  if  not  surpassing, 
that  which  is  taken  to-day  in  the  history  of  the  early  settlements  of  America. 

It  has  been  our  purpose  in  the  preparation  of  this  work  to  pass  over  no  phase  or 
portion  of  it  slightingly,  but  to  give  attention  to  the  smallest  points,  and  thus  invest  it 
with  an  air  of  accuracy,  to  be  obtained  in  no  other  way.  The  result  has  amply  justified 
the  care  that  has  been  taken,  for  it  is  our  honest  belief  that  no  more  reliable  production, 
under  the  circumstances,  could  have  been  compiled. 

One  feature  of  this  work,  to  which  we  have  given  special  prominence,  and  which  we 
are  sure  will  prove  of  extraordinary  interest,  is  the  collection  of  portraits  of  the  represen- 
tative and  leading  citizens,  which  appear  throughout  the  volume.  We  have  tried  to 
represent  the  different  spheres  of  industrial  and  professional  activity  as  well  as  we  might. 
To  those  who  have  been  so  uniformly  obliging  and  have  kindly  interested  themselves  in 
the  success  of  this  work,  volunteering  information  and  data,  which  have  been  very  helpful 
to  us  in  preparing  this  Book  of  Biographies  of  Cortland  County,  we  desire  to  express 
our  grateful  and  profound  acknowledgment  of  their  valued  services. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April,  189S. 
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NOTE 

All  the  biographical  sketches  published  in  this  volume  were  sub- 
mitted to  their  respective  subjects,  or  to  the  subscribers,  from  whom 
the  facts  were  primarily  obtained,  for  their  approval  or  correction 
before  going  to  press ; and  a reasonable  time  was  allowed  in  each 
case  for  the  return  of  the  type-written  copies.  Most  of  them  were 
returned  to  us  within  the  time  allotted,  or  before  the  work  was 
printed,  after  being  corrected  or  revised  ; and  these  may  therefore 
be  regarded  as  reasonably  accurate. 

A few,  however,  were  not  returned  to  us  ; and,  as  we  have  no 

means  of  knowing  whether  they  contain  errors  or  not,  we  cannot 

vouch  for  their  accuracy.  In  justice  to  our  readers,  and  to  render 

this  work  more  valuable  for  reference  purposes,  we  have  indicated 

these  uncorrected  sketches  by  a small  asterisk  (*),  placed  imme- 
diately after  the  name  of  the  subject.  They  will  all  be  found  on 
the  last  pages  of  the  book. 
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EROME  HULBERT,  deceased,  was 
in  his  lifetime  a very  prominent  and 
respected  citizen  ot  the  village  of 
Marathon,  and  he  is  still  held  in  the  most 
revered  memory  as  a true  Christian  gentle- 
man, the  records  of  whose  works  in  his  life- 
time should  entitle  him  to  the  most  tender 
remembrance.  Mr.  Hulbert  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1829,  in  Truxton,  this  county, 
and  died  in  Marathon,  December  17,  1884. 
His  parents  were  Timothy  and  Mehitabel 
(Miner)  Hulbert,  and  his  grandfather  was 
Timothy  Hulbert,  Sr.,  who  was  born  at 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  August  12,  1758,  and  who 
lived  there  all  his  life,  dying  in  that  town 
at  an  advanced  age. 

Timothy  Hulbert,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, came  into  this  life  in  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
October  2,  1789,  and  moved  into  Central 
New  York  about  the  year  1810,  settling  in 
Truxton,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
May  20,  1848.  He  practiced  the  trades  of 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  in  those  lines  did 
a wonderfid  amount  of  business,  much  of 


his  handiwork  standing  to-day  in  testimony 
to  his  careful  workmanship  and  honest 
efforts.  Prosperity  coming  his  way,  he 
eventually  became  the  owner  of  a fine  large 
farm,  and  attained  prominence  and  high 
standing  in  his  chosen  section  of  the  country. 
He  was  a Democrat  of  the  most  uncom- 
promising type,  and  was  an  ardent  and 
unhesitating  supporter  of  whatever  emanated 
from  his  party.  He  represented  his  town 
on  the  board  of  supervisors  for  years,  and 
was  at  one  time  a leading  candidate  for  the 
nomination  of  Member  of  Assembly,  his 
outspoken  honesty  of  purpose  alone  pre- 
venting his  selection  for  that  position  of 
honor  and  responsibility.  During  his 
younger  years  of  activity  he  organized  a 
military  company  of  which  he  was  made 
captain.  His  commission,  dated  April  8, 
1822,  was  signed  by  Governor  DeWitt 
Clinton,  and  his  company  was  assigned  to 
the  124th  Regiment,  State  Militia.  In  the 
Methodist  Church  he  was  a moving  spirit, 
being  a trustee  of  the  local  society.  His 
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marriage  to  Mehitable  Miner  resulted  in 
eight  children,  namely:  Emma  Eliza,  born 
March  24,  1818;  William,  December  26, 
1819;  Paulina,  March  9,  1822;  LaFayette, 
June  29,  1824;  Jerome,  our  subject,  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1829;  George  A.,  September  27, 
1833  ; Marion  M.,  November  7,  1835  ; and 
Edwin  Murray,  January  2,  1838. 

Jerome  Hulbert  received  a common  school 
education,  and  in  accordance  with  the  edict 
of  his  father,  that  all  his  sons  should  learn 
a trade,  learned  the  trade  of  a harness- 
maker,  but  did  not  follow  that  occupation 
very  long,  except  to  perfect  himself  in  all 
its  details.  About  1855,  he  embarked  in  the 
wholesale  produce  business,  and  continued  in 
that  line  of  industry  until  his  death.  He 
was  eminently  successful  in  all  his  ventures, 
and  enjoyed  the  full  confidence  of  the  agri- 
cultural communities. 

Mr.  Hulbert  married  Mar)T  Roe,  a daugh- 
ter of  Sylvester  Roe,  and  to  them  was 
given  one  child,  Ella  Roe,  who  married 
Mr.  Ernest  M.  Hulbert  of  Cortland.  Politi- 
cally, our  subject  was  a pronounced  Re- 
publican, and  deeply  interested  in  the  cause 
of  good  government,  and  unalterably  opposed 
to  the  rule  of  party  bosses,  and  the  conse- 
quent corruption  of  politics.  With  all  the 
interest  manifested  by  him,  Mr.  Hulbert 
never  sought  office.  He  was  a very  active 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  For 
many  years  he  was  the  beloved  superinten- 
dent of  the  Sabbath  School,  and  was  also 
president  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  He  was  public-spirited,  and 
ready  at  the  first  call  to  engage  in  any 
work,  which  would  contribute  in  greater  or 


less  degree  to  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
the  town  or  village  of  Marathon.  That  he 
was  held  in  the  highest  respect  is  attested 
bv  the  fact  that  upon  the  occasion,  when 
all  that  was  mortal  of  this  good  man  was 
about  to  be  laid  in  the  grave  to  await  the 
resurrection  morn,  all  the  business  houses 
of  the  village  closed  in  deference  to  his 
memory.  His  home  life  was  beautiful. 
He  was  loyal,  loving,  and  most  indulgent  to 
the  members  of  his  family,  and  no  pleasure 
was  quite  complete  that  his  family  did  not 
enjoy  with  him.  One  thing  quite  unusual 
was  that  all  who  had  business  relations 
with  him  felt  that  he  was  their  friend,  and 
that  he  was  working  for  their  interests  as 
well  as  his  own  ; all  were  sincere  mourners 
at  his  death,  feeling  that  they  had  lost  a 
friend  in  whose  honor  and  judgment  they 
had  never  hesitated  to  place  the  most  com- 
plete confidence.  At  one  time,  having 
bought  a butter-dairy  of  a man,  on  whose 
farm  there  was  an  unpaid  mortgage,  the 
butter  market  advanced  to  a marked  de- 
gree, thus  realizing  for  Mr.  Hulbert  a profit 
on  his  butter,  that  he  divided  with  the  man 
from  whom  he  had  bought  the  farm,  much 
to  that  person’s  astonishment.  Mr.  Hulbert 
was  quick  to  act  in  an  emergency,  energetic 
in  his  habits,  and  never  relinquished  a thing 
unfinished.  He  alwa)7s  carried  to  a success- 
ful termination  all  that  he  undertook.  His 
judgment  was  keen,  and  he  was  rarely,  if  at 
all,  deceived  in  the  value  of  things.  All  in 
all,  he  was  a man  of  rare  attainments  of 
mind  and  soul,  who  left  a decided  impress 
on  the  town,  where  he  resided  the  most  of 
his  life. 
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We  are  indeed  pleased  to  be  able  to  pre- 
sent on  a preceding  page  a steel  plate 
portrait  of  Mr.  Hulbert,  who  merits  well 
the  distinction  of  having  the  place  of  promi- 
nence in  this  collection  of  biographies  and 
portraits  of  leading  citizens  of  Cortland 
County. 


Vf*A) j ILLIAM  C.  BOUCK,  junior  mem- 

\toV  ber  of  the  firm  of  Frasier  & Bouck, 
proprietors  of  a meat  market  in  Cortland 
village,  is  a son  of  William  D.  and  Adelaide 

M.  (Hills)  Bouck.  He  was  born  Septem- 
ber 21,  1868,  at  Pharsalia,  Chenango  County, 

N.  Y. 

Jacob  D.  Bouck,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
after  receiving  a common  school  education, 
followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer  at  Phar- 
salia, N.  Y.,  but  lived  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  in  retirement.  In  politics  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat. He  was  the  father  of  three  children, 
namely:  William  D.  ; Luther;  and  Mary  E., 

who  is  now  the  wife  of  Samuel  Thompson. 

William  D.  Bouck,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  at  Pharsalia,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  a good 
common  school  education.  He  then  learned 
the  trade  of  a harness  maker,  which  he 
followed  for  some  time.  He  was  a Free 
Mason ; and  his  political  views  were  formed 
in  accordance  with  Democratic  teaching:. 
Mr.  Bouck  was  the  father  of  one  child,  Wil- 
liam C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs. 
Adelaide  M.  Bouck  died  November  25,  1869, 
and  her  husband  was  called  home  February 
1 6,  1875. 


William  C.  Bouck  received  a primary 
and  high  school  education,  in  Cobleskill, 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  graduating  in  the 
class  of  1881.  Becoming  interested  in  the 
butcher  business,  he  established  a meat  mar- 
ket at  Cobleskill,  Schoharie  Count}',  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  until  1894;  in  that  year 
he  came  to  Cortland  and  a co-partnership 
was  formed  with  A.  B.  Frasier,  firm  name 
Frasier  & Bouck;  they  conduct  the  Central 
Meat  Market,  on  East  Court  Street,  which  is 
now  the  largest  one  in  the  village. 

Mr.  Bouck  was  married  February  19,  1890, 
to  Molhe  Wilber,  daughter  of  James  FI. 
Wilber.  One  child  has  blessed  their  home, 
named  Marguerite.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bouck  are 
both  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  belonging  to  the  Cortland 
Lodge,  No,  470,  F.  & A.  M. 


KRANCIS  MARION  McFALL,  one  of 
the  most  popular  citizens  the  village 
of  Cortland  ever  had,  and  now  a member 
of  the  enterprising  meat  and  grocery  firm 
of  Angell  & McFall,  the  senior  member 
being  W.  H.  Angell,  was  born  at  Martin’s 
Creek,  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  August 
5,  1847.  His  parents  were  P.  Winters  and 
Mary  M.  (Martin)  McFall. 

The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
Two  McFall  brothers  emigrated  from  Scot- 
land to  New  York  City,  one  of  whom  went 
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up  into  the  Mohawk  Valley  in  the  Empire 
State,  and  the  other,  the  ancestor  of  our  sub- 
ject, located  in  Northampton  County,  Pa., 
near  the  city  of  Easton.  The  mother’s  side 
of  the  family  is  said  to  be  descended  from 
Col.  Thomas  Martin,  who  was  one  of  Wil- 
liam Penn’s  surveyors,  and  who  helped  to  lay 
out  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Martin’s  Creek 
was  named  after  him. 

Thomas  McFall,  our  subject’s  paternal 
grandfather,  was  born  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Northampton  County,  where  he  lived 
throughout  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Seven  children  gath- 
ered about  his  fireside,  of  whom  six  were 
boys,  and  one  a girl. 

P.  Winters  McFall  was  born  in  Northamp- 
ton County,  and  there  received  a liberal  com- 
mon school  education.  He  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  his  father,  and  also  adopted  the 
vocation  of  a farmer.  He  located  in  Mt. 
Bethel  township,  of  the  same  county  in  which 
he  was  born,  and  engaged  in  milling  at  Mar- 
tin’s Creek  in  i860.  Distilling  was  also  one 
of  his  occupations ; this  was  carried  on  with 
his  brother-in-law,  Joseph  Martin,  under  the 
name  of  McFall  & Martin.  During  the  war 
he  was  drafted  to  serve  in  the  Union  Army, 
but  because  of  his  years  he  was  excused. 
He  then  went  to  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  and  was  a 
resident  of  that  place  for  several  years,  while 
he  engaged  in  milling  there.  He  finally  re- 
turned to  Northrunpton  County,  and  lived  in 
the  village  of  Bangor  when  the  final  sum- 
mons came  that  told  him  it  was  time  to  lay 
down  life’s  burdens  and  enter  into  rest.  His 
politics  were  pronounced  ; in  his  early  life  he 


was  a Democrat,  but  later  he  supported  the 
Whig  party,  and  at  last  became  a Republican. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  his  younger  years  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  church  at  Martin’s 
Creek.  He  was  a man  who  always  did  what 
he  could  to  promote  the  good  of  the  commu- 
nity. His  death  took  place  in  1887,  while  his 
wife  passed  away  three  years  later  in  1890. 
Their  children  were : Calvin,  deceased  ; 

Zwingle;  William,  deceased  ; Francis  Marion, 
of  whom  this  sketch  is  written  ; Elmira,  de- 
ceased ; and  Lewis  Cass. 

Francis  Marion  McFall,  the  subject  of  this 
article,  received  a common  school  education 
and  then  engaged  in  the  railroad  business, 
learning  telegraphy  at  Stroudsburg,  Pa.  He 
was  at  work  there  two  years  and  then  went 
into  the  general  store  of  Wallace  & Co.,  at 
that  point,  as  one  of  their  clerks.  He  re- 
mained in  their  employ,  proving  himself  a 
painstaking,  conscientious  young  man,  and 
entitled  to  the  greatest  consideration  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  the  firm,  for  four 
years,  and  from  there  moved  to  South  Beth- 
lehem, where  for  two  years  he  conducted  on 
his  own  account  a hardware  business.  He 
then  moved  to  Easton,  Pa.,  and  was  head 
clerk  for  Becker  & Rader  for  six  years.  His 
next  place  of  residence  was  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.  as  time-keeper,  but  only 
remained  there  a short  time,  going  from  that 
point  to  Syracuse,  where  he  was  employed 
in  the  freight  office  of  that  company  only  six 
months,  when  he  was  made  head  clerk  and 
cashier  of  the  freight  department.  For  four 
years  he  held  down  this  position,  and  only 
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severed  his  connection  with  the  office  because 
his  health  would  not  allow  him  to  stand  con- 
finement. He  was  accordingly  made  ticket 
agent,  a position  that  had  lighter  work,  for 
the  company  was  unwilling  to  dispense 
wholly  with  his  services.  He  held  that  po- 
sition two  years,  and  then  removed  to  Cort- 
land, N.  Y.,  in  1885,  where  he  assumed  the 
office  of  freight,  ticket  and  express  agent  of 
the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.  at  Cortland.  Seven 
years  marked  his  continuance  in  that  office — 
seven  years  that  were  filled  with  faithful  ser- 
vice, alike  satisfactory  to  the  officials  of  the 
company  and  to  the  traveling  and  shipping 
public  of  the  county.  He  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  the  ill  health  of  his  wife  in  1892,  and 
went  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  became 
bookkeeper  and  cashier  for  the  Eutaw  Beef 
Co.  He  was  obliged  once  more  to  give  up 
his  business  because  of  his  wife’s  health,  and 
make  a change  in  his  residence.  He  came 
back  into  New  York  State,  and  worked  at 
Corning  for  the  Beet  Company  for  two  years 
and  a half.  In  the  fall  of  1895,  he  moved 
back  to  Cortland,  where  he  received  a hearty 
welcome  from  his  numerous  friends,  who 
were  delighted  to  hear  that  he  was  about  to 
establish  himself  in  business  in  Cortland  vil- 
lage. He  entered  into  a partnership  with 
W.  H.  Angell  to  carry  on  a first-class  meat 
and  grocery  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Angell  & McFall.  They  have  done  very 
well,  and  have  a large  patronage,  that  is  still 
on  the  increase.  Mr.  McFall  is  one  of  Cort- 
land’s best  citizens ; he  was  considered  the 
most  popular  station  agent  ever  in  Cortland. 
When  he  resigned  that  position,  the  leading 

paper  wrote  a long  article,  highly  compli- 
2* 


mentary  to  him,  in  which  great  sorrow  was 
expressed  over  the  loss  the  town  was  about 
to  sustain  in  the  removal  of  so  good  and 
capable  a man  for  the  position.  He  is  the 
secretary  of  the  Business  Men’s  Association 
of  Cortland,  and  identifies  himself  in  every 
manner  with  the  town’s  progress  and  devel- 
opment. 

Mr.  McFall  was  married  to  Mary  Frances 
Keller,  of  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  November  2, 
1869.  Mrs.  McFall  is  a daughter  of  Joseph 
Keller.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Frank  K. ; Joseph  W.,  deceased; 

and  Carrie,  also  deceased.  Our  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Cortland, 
and  was  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath 
School  for  five  years  when  he  first  lived  in 
Cortland,  and  also  served  as  superintendent 
while  living  in  Corning  and  Syracuse.  He 
is  at  present  steward  of  the  Cortland  Church. 
In  the  Sabbath  School  he  is  a hard  worker, 
and  has  a class  that  he  instructs  each  Sunday 
in  God’s  Word.  In  his  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 


'ON.  STRATTON  S.  KNOX  a lead- 
ing member  of  the  Cortland  County 
bar,  once  judge  of  the  County 
Court,  and  now  president  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Cortland,  is  one  of  the  foremost 
men  of  the  middle  section  of  the  Empire 
State 

Judge  Knox  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Colesville,  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,in  1845,  and 
is  a son  of  Ira  and  Annie  (Doolittle)  Knox. 
He  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
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the  schools  of  Windsor,  after  which  he 
entered  the  Cortland  State  Normal  School, 
graduating  with  the  Class  of  1871,  and 
then  attended  the  Wesleyan  University  at 
Middletown,  Conn.  He  immediately  began 
the  study  ol  law  in  the  office  of  M.  M. 
Waters,  of  Cortland,  and  was  formally  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1875.  He  then  began 
practicing  law  in  company  with  his  precep- 
tor, and  so  continued  until  Mr.  Waters  in 
1881  removed  to  Syracuse.  Mr.  Knox  then 
proceeded  alone  until  1884,  when  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  judge,  a 
position  he  held  for  the  full  term  of  six 
years.  In  1890,  he  returned  to  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  has 
continued  ever  since.  He  was  made  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Bank  of  Cortland  in 
1897,  succeeding  Mr.  Wesley  Hooker. 

The  National  Bank  of  Cortland  was 
chartered  March  1,  1869,  as  the  Bank  of 
Cortland,  with  a paid-up  capital  stock  of 
$100,000.00.  Mr.  James  S.  Squires  was  its 
first  president.  On  January  1,  1875,  the 
Bank  was  re-organized  as  the  National  Bank 
of  Cortland,  with  the  same  capital  stock 
and  the  same  president  in  charge.  Mr. 
Squires  retired  in  1884,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Hooker.  The  history  of  this  insti- 
tution since  its  inception  has  been  of  the 
best.  Ever  in  the  hands  of  men  of  the 
highest  worth  and  integrity,  it  has  stood 
the  test  of  the  most  stringent  times  without 
a tremor.  Its  record  in  the  community  and 
in  the  banking  world  is  one  of  conservative, 
skillful  and  trained  management,  which  has 
resulted  in  a successful  fulfillment  of  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  founded. 


The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  biography  was  James  Knox,  who 
came  into  Central  New  York  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  He  took  up  and 
settled  a tract  of  land  in  Windsor,  Broome 
County,  which  comprised  over  seven  hun- 
dred acres,  felling  the  trees  and  building  the 
first  home  on  his  new  possession  from  logs. 
Few  luxuries  of  life  were  to  be  enjoyed  by 
the  pioneers  in  those  days.  All  they  had 
either  in  the  way  of  food  or  apparel  had 
to  be  produced  by  their  own  ingenuity  and 
labor  from  the  land  they  tilled.  Mr.  Knox 
toiled  long  and  faithfully,  and  prosperity 
came  to  him.  He  was  able  in  time  to  get 
a goodly  portion  of  his  land  under  cultiva- 
tion, to  put  up  new  buildings  and  to 
surround  himself  and  family  with  the  com- 
forts of  life.  He  died  at  an  advanced  age, 
having  accumulated  a very  considerable 
property.  His  family  that  he  reared  con- 
sisted of  the  following  members,  by  name: 
Henry;  James;  William;  Charles;  Hezekiah; 
Caleb;  Ira;  Hannah  (Hoadley);  Mrs.  Chaffee; 
Mrs.  Freeman  ; and  Mrs.  Burroughs. 

Ira  Knox,  a son  of  the  preceding,  and 
father  of  the  Judge,  was  born  and  reared 
on  the  home  place  in  Broome  County.  He 
retained  the  homestead  and  three  hundred 
acres  of  the  original  estate,  and  in  the  old 
age  of  his  parents  tenderly  cared  for  them. 
In  early  life,  besides  his  duties  on  the  home 
farm,  Mr.  Knox  did  considerable  lumbering 
and  rafting,  and  dealt  in  cattle.  The  lumber 
he  rafted  down  the  Susquehanna  River  to 
tide-water,  and  the  cattle  he  marketed  at 
various  Eastern  points.  Mr.  Knox  was 
married  to  a daughter  of  Abel  Doolittle  of 
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Ouaquaga,  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  and  to 
them  were  born  three  children:  Milton,  j 
now  deceased;  Stratton  S.,  our  subject;  and 
James.  Ira  Knox  was  born  in  1801,  and 
died  in  1871.  His  wife  Annie’s  life  was 
spanned  by  the  years  1 8 1 1 and  18S4. 
Through  life  Mr.  Knox  was  eminently  a 
business  man.  The  enterprises  he  touched 
seemed  to  thrive  from  the  very  contact. 
Withal  he  was  a very  popular  and  respected 
gentleman,  and  representative  of  his  county 
in  every  sense.  He  was  a leading  Demo- 
crat, and  held  many  of  the  town  offices,  as 
well  as  being  a prime  mover  in  the  plans 
of  the  party.  On  his  own  place  the  evi- 
dences of  his  thrift  were  prominent.  A 
large  frame  house,  which  he  erected,  stands 
to  this  day.  and  is  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Milton  Knox,  a daughter-in-law.  His  farm 
was  one  of  the  very  best  in  a section  cele- 
brated for  fertile  and  productive  land. 

Judge  Knox  married  the  daughter  of  his 
former  tutor  and  partner,  M.  M.  Waters,  Esq. 
The  latter  was  for  years  one  of  Cortland’s 
brainiest  and  most  respected  attorneys,  a 
man  of  learning  and  pronounced  legal 
capacity,  to  whom  Judge  Knox  has  been  a 
worthy  successor.  Entering  the  practice  of 
law  with  a complete  preparation,  and  having 
mental  abilities  and  a natural  bent  of  the 
kind  most  useful  to  a successful  lawyer, 
our  subject  has  attained  both  prosperity 
and  influence.  Of  most  genial  nature  and 
pleasing  address,  he  has  a host  of  friends, 
whom  he  loves  to  welcome  in  his  beautiful 
home  on  South  Main  Street.  Shrewd,  alert, 
and  foreseeing  when  the  time  for  action 
has  come,  Judge  Knox  is  an  advocate,  in 


whom  men  trust,  and  an  antagonist  with 
whom  the)-  combat  with  caution.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  a wide  range  of  experience, 
and  in  the  financial  field,  where  he  is  an 
important  factor,  he  brings  to  bear  the 
same  thorough  and  methodical  ways,  which 
stand  him  in  such  good  stead  in  his  pro- 
fession. On  a preceding  page  may  be  found 
an  excellent  portrait  of  Judge  Knox,  who 
easily  ranks  with  the  best  citizens  of  Cort- 
land County. 


OHN  THOMAS  BARNES,  an  honor- 
ed and  esteemed  elderly  resident  of 
Cortland  village,  now  retired  from 
active  work,  and  living  on  the  competence 
gained  by  former  years  of  labor,  was  born 
December  29,  1818,  in  the  town  of  Plymouth, 
Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a son  of 
John  Barnes,  a native  of  the  Green  Mount- 
ain State,  who  early  in  its  history  made  a 
settlement  in  Chenango  County.  As  it  was 
a new  country,  and  much  of  it  still  a 
wilderness,  he  purchased  new  land,  on  which 
he  felled  the  trees  and  was  busied  in  all 
those  labors  that  go  to  make  the  life  of  a 
pioneer  so  full  of  hardship  and  hard  work. 
He  cleared  a large  farm  by  his  indefatigable 
efforts,  and  became  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  of  his  day,  being  in  comfortable 
circumstances  and  well-to-do.  He  died  on 
the  farm  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  His 
wife,  who  before  her  marriage  to  him  was 
a Miss  Chloe  VVelton  of  Connecticut,  lived 
to  be  "seventy-nine  years  of  age.  Their 
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children  were : Lucius,  who  lived  to  be 
eighty-five  years  old ; Lorinda ; Philura ; 
Laura;  Martha;  John  T.,  our  subject;  and 
Chloe,  who  with  the  one  just  mentioned 
are  the  only  members  of  this  family  still 
living. 

John  T.  Barnes  began  his  life-work  as  a 
farmer,  but  after  his  marriage  to  Sophronia 
Davis,  daughter  ol  John  Davis,  of  Plymouth, 
a pioneer  farmer  of  the  county,  he  moved 
to  Cortland  in  1852  and  started  a grocery 
store  opposite  the  Cortland  House,  but 
disposed  of  his  business  a few  years  later, 
when  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff  for  two 
terms.  After  performing  the  duties  of  his 
official  position,  he  started  a lumber  yard, 
and  dealt  in  lumber  of  all  kinds  where 
Henry  Benton  is  now  located.  He  was  in 
the  custom  of  going  to  Canada  for  a great 
part  of  his  lumber.  He  finally  sold  out, 
when  he  was  again  given  the  office  of 
sheriff,  and  as  the  instrument  of  the  courts 
of  the  county  for  four  years  efficiently  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  position.  He  then 
began  the  bottling  of  rectified  sweet  cider, 
and  built  up  a large  trade ; hundreds  of 
miles  away,  his  name  on  a bottle  of 
cider  was  a sufficient  guarantee  that  the 
contents  were  the  best  on  the  market.  To 
accommodate  the  great  demands  he  built  a 
factory  on  Railroad  Street,  and  had  all  the 
work  he  could  attend  to  as  long  as  he 
continued  at  the  industry.  He  also  built 
two  large  and  handsome  residences,  besides 
a cottage ; the  residence  where  he  now 
resides  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  village,  and 
of  recent  construction,  for  it  was  erected  in 
1890.  The  home  is  surrounded  by  large 


and  spacious  grounds,  which  Mr.  Barnes 
delights  in  keeping  in  first-class  shape.  He 
retired  from  active  business  in  1890,  and  so 
has  been  able  in  his  spare  time  to  oversee 
and  direct  the  many  improvements  that 
have  made  his  dwelling  and  grounds  so 
tasty  and  inviting. 

Mr.  Barnes  has  been  in  his  best  days  one 
of  the  most  active  men  in  the  village,  and 
has  been  its  president.  One  child  has  been 
born  to  him  and  his  wife,  a son,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes,  both  en- 
dowed with  strong,  vigorous  constitutions, 
have  enjoyed  a singularly  happy  and  useful 
life,  not  devoid  of  a sufficient  amount  of 
pleasure  to  give  variety,  and  worthy  of 
imitation  in  every  respect.  Mr.  Barnes  is 
the  assistant  and  encourager  of  every  good 
work  and  purpose  tending  to  the  welfare 
of  his  community,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  his  townsmen. 


ROF.  J.  EDWARD  BANTA,  A.  B., 
M.  A.,  instructor  in  Latin  and  Greek 
in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Cort- 
land, N.  Y.,  was  born  February  24,  1855. 
The  history  of  the  Banta  family  in  this 
country  dates  as  far  back  as  1665,  when  Peter 
Banta  emigrated  from  Germany  and  settled 
on  Manhattan  Island.  Professor  Banta  is  a 
son  of  Jacob,  a direct  descendant  of  Peter 
Banta. 

Jacob  Banta  was  born  July  19,  1822,  at 
Newfoundland,  New  Jerse)7.  Advantages  in 
the  way  of  schools  were  made  use  of  by  him 
and  he  acquired  a fair  business  education  by 
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the  great  practical  teacher,  experience.  His 
occupation  during  his  business  career  was 
farming  and  lumbering,  and  the  field  of  oper- 
ation was  located  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y. 
He  married  Arminda  Perry,  and  eight 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely  : Anna 

May,  the  wife  of  Charles  Fuller,  present 
assemblyman  from  Broome  County,  N.  Y.; 
Sophia,  who  married  J.  Knapp;  Prof.  J. 
Edward;  Christopher  J. ; Nettie,  wife  of 
Irwin  Campbell;  Minnie  married  J.  J. 
Glann  ; Francis  M. ; and  William  E.  During 
the  time  of  the  late  war,  Mr.  Banta  did  not 
enlist  in  the  army  on  account  of  poor  health, 
but  rendered  efficient  service  to  his  country, 
by  his  active  work  at  home.  The  family 
favors  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
Mr.  Banta  was  an  active  and  zealous  worker 
during  his  younger  days.  He  is  a man  that 
is  much  interested  in  educational  matters. 

Prof.  J.  Edward  Banta  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  district  school  and  graduated 
from  Binghamton  High  School  in  1875,  after 
which  time  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  one 
year.  He  entered  Amherst  College  and 
graduated  from  that  institution  with  the  class 
of  1880.  He  took  high  rank  as  a student, 
graduating  as  one  of  the  first  seven  of  his 
class.  He  is  a member  of  Delta  Kappa  Epsi- 
lon fraternity  and  also  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 
The  next  eight  years  he  was  principal  of  the 
High  School  at  Rockville,  Conn.,  serving  at 
the  same  time  as  superintendent  of  the 
village  schools.  From  there  he  went  to  Hia- 
watha, Kansas,  and  was  principal  of  the 
Hiawatha  Academy  for  four  years;  in  1892, 
he  was  called  to  the  Cortland  State  Normal 
School  to  occupy  the  chair  of  Ancient  Lan- 


guages, which  seat  he  still  holds.  He  is  also 
librarian  of  the  institution.  Prof.  Banta  is  a 
Republican  ; he  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
party,  but  also  uses  his  influence  to  place  the 
best  man  in  office.  Fie  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  is  ever  ready  to 
perform  the  duties  of  a Christian  worker. 
He  formed  a matrimonial  alliance,  July  17, 
1890,  with  Miss  Clara  Hide,  a daughter  of 
Rev.  Henry  F.  Hide,  pastor  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Church  of  Rockville,  Conn. 
They  are  the  happy  parents  of  three  children : 
Mildred  H. ; Kenneth  W. ; and  Henry  H. 

♦-«-* 

■i^TON.  JAMES  H.  TRIPP.  This  col- 
r^-j  lection  of  the  biographies  of  promi- 
v „ nent  men  of  Cortland  County 
would  be  decidedly  incomplete  without 
mention  was  made  of  one,  who  so  fittingly 
represents  the  banking  interests,  and  who  is 
so  closely  in  touch  with  the  commercial 
progress  and  development  of  this  section. 
For  the  past  thirty  years  Mr.  Tripp  has 
been  identified  with  banking  interests,  and 
is  known  all  over  the  State  of  New  York 
as  a man  who  is  eminently  qualified  for  the 
positions  he  holds.  He  is  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Marathon,  having 
been  made  the  head  of  this  solid  financial 
institution  at  its  organization  in  June,  1884; 
this  bank  was  an  outgrowth  of  a private 
banking  business,  in  which  Mr.  Tripp  was 
associated,  that  first  took  its  station  in  the 
world  of  business  in  1867.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Homer  National  Bank, 
which  he  helped  to  organize.  Banks  and 
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banking  interests  have  in  recent  years 
claimed  the  most  of  his  attention,  although 
he  has  other  important  interests  in  both  the 
county  and  abroad  throughout  the  state.  He 
served  as  vice-president  of  the  American 
Banker’s  Association  for  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1897,  each  state  having  but  one  such 
representative,  and  has  frequently  delivered 
addresses  before  the  association  on  matters 
pertaining  to  banking.  Sound  financial 
judgment  and  integrity  of  conduct  are  key- 
notes of  Mr.  Tripp’s  success.  His  connection 
with  a business  enterprise  is  a guarantee 
for  safe,  conservative  methods.  The  First 
National  Bank  of  Marathon  holds  an  envi- 
able place  among  kindred  institutions  of 
Central  New  York,  and  this  reputation  Mr. 
Tripp  has  ever  made  his  business  to  sustain. 
He  has  thus  been  of  vast  assistance  in 
maintaining  the  credit  and  integrity  of  the 
business  interests  of  Marathon  and  the 
county. 

Mr.  Tripp  was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  17,  1832,  his  parents  being 
Daniel  A.  and  Loretta  (Haviland)  Tripp. 
Anthony  Tripp,  his  great-great-grandfather, 
was  of  English  extraction,  although  born  in 
this  country.  The  son  of  Anthony,  John 
Tripp,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  this  state,  of 
Quaker  stock.  A Revolutionary  officer, 
Commissary  Burns,  had  headquarters  in 
his  home. 

Daniel  Tripp,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Dutchess  County  about  1769, 
and  lived  there  until  he  attained  the  years 
of  manhood,  when  he  removed  to  the  town 
of  Ancram,  Columbia  County,  from  where 


he  removed  in  1838  to  the  town  of  Dryden, 
Tompkins  County,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1856.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  a Quaker  in  his  religious  views.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Aiken,  a native  of  the 
town  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  County,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 
who  lived  to  an  age  of  maturity. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Daniel  A.  Tripp,  was 
born  August  31,  1804,  in  Columbia  County, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He 
settled  down  there  as  a farmer,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  a resident  of  that  county  until 
1837,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
the  town  of  Dryden,  Tompkins  County, 
where  he  lived  until  1839,  when  he  made 
his  final  removal  to  the  town  of  Harford, 
Cortland  County,  where  he  continued  to 
follow  agricultural  pursuits  until  he  retired 
from  active  life.  His  death  took  place  in 
1883.  In  regard  to  his  politics,  it  ma)r  be 
said  that  he  was  a Democrat  of  pronounced 
views,  and  took  an  intelligent  and  hearty 
interest  in  all  local  affairs  that  concerned 
the  public  welfare  in  the  least.  He  married 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Haviland,  a native  of 
Greene  County,  this  state.  She  was  born 
March  9,  1809,  and  died  in  March,  1873. 
The  fruits  of  this  union  were  nine  children, 
by  name : Eugene  H.  of  Greene  County, 
N.  Y.;  Hon.  James  H.,  the  subject  of  this 
mention;  Charity  H.  of  the  town  of  Harford, 
Cortland  County;  Elizabeth  C.,  also  of  the 
same  town  ; Louisa,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Thomas ; Daniel  B.,  assistant  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Marathon,  and  a 
prominent  and  influential  resident  of  that 
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town,  whose  life  is  treated  on  another  page ; 
Edward  W.  of  Medina,  Orleans  County, 
this  state;  Mary,  deceased;  and  John  C., 
also  deceased. 

H on.  James  H.  Tripp  commenced  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
county,  and  completed  his  schooling  in 
Cortland  Academy.  He  taught  school  in 
Cortland  County  five  winter  seasons,  work- 
ing on  his  father’s  farm  in  the  summer. 
In  February,  1856,  he  came  to  Marathon, 
and  took  a clerkship  in  the  general  store 
of  Peck  & Adams ; after  three  years  and 
a half  in  this  subordinate  capacity,  he  took 
an  interest  in  the  firm's  business,  and  for 
two  years  and  a half,  the  firm  was  known 
as  Peck,  Adams  & Tripp.  When  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved  in  the  winter  of  1862, 
our  subject  took  a position  as  cashier  in 
the  banking  house  of  H.  J.  Messenger  of 
Marathon.  In  August  of  that  year,  he  went 
to  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  to  take  charge  of  a 
bank,  of  which  Mr.  Messenger  was  president, 
remaining  in  the  employ  of  that  gentleman 
until  the  spring  of  1866.  In  the  autumn  of 
1865,  Mr.  Tripp  purchased  a stock  of  goods 
of  Messrs.  Peck  & Co.,  of  Marathon,  and 
entered  into  a partnership  with  Lyman 
Adams — our  subject  and  his  partner  conduct- 
ing a general  mercantile  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Tripp  & Adams.  This  busi- 
ness alliance  continued  until  1883,  when  they 
sold  out  their  mercantile  interests,  but  still 
continued  in  the  banking:  business.  About 
1867,  Messrs.  Tripp  & Adams  had  ventured 
into  a private  banking  business,  which  they 
conducted  alongside  of  their  mercantile 

o 

business  until  1883,  and  b)f  itself  until  June, 


1884,  when  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mara- 
thon was  organized,  this  new  institution  ab- 
sorbing the  most  of  the  old  bank’s  business. 
Hon.  James  H.  Tripp,  our  subject,  was  made 
the  head  of  the  new  bank  because  of  his  exten- 
sive knowledge  of  the  business,  and  because  of 
the  large  amount  of  stock  he  had  subscribed. 
Mr.  Tripp  has  other  interests  in  farms  and 
real  estate  that  are  of  themselves  very 
valuable.  He  is  a Republican  in  his  politi- 
cal preferences,  and  served  two  years  as  a 
Member  of  the  Assembly  in  the  years  1892 
and  1893. 

Mr.  Tripp  is  a man  of  public  spirit,  and 
his  touch  may  be  seen  in  many  of  the 
phases  of  the  development  and  growth  of 
Marathon.  Generous  and  obliging  to  all, 
who  are  entitled  to  fair  treatment,  he  is  at 
once  the  most  popular  and  most  prominent 
man  of  Marathon,  if  not  of  the  county. 
Among  the  prominent  and  representative 
citizens  of  the  county,  whose  portraits  we 
present  in  this  book,  we  take  pleasure  in 
giving  that  of  Mr.  Tripp  as  a gentleman  of 
exceptional  worth  and  good  standing. 


Yp^XOBERT  BRUCE  SMITH,  a retired 
I merchant  of  the  village  of  Cortland, 
V.  / N.  Y.,  was  born  January  19,  1825. 
He  has  spent  most  of  his  active  life  in  Cort- 
land County,  though  his  birthplace  was  at 
the  old  family  home  in  Roxbury,  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Smith  is  a son  of  David, 
and  a grandson  of  James  Smith,  both  na- 
tives of  Forres,  Scotland.  David  Smith 
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entered  this  life  in  the  year  1769,  and  while 
yet  a lad  voyaged  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
later  on  he  reached  New  York  City.  About 
the  time  he  reached  that  metropolis,  yellow 
fever  broke  out  there,  so  the  boy  went  up 
into  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  at  Roxbury 
found  a resting  place,  which  became  from 
that  time  forward  the  scene  of  his  life’s  labors 
and  successes.  The  active  youth  rapidly 
grew  into  an  industrious  and  thrifty  young 
man,  who  before  many  years  was  able  to  buy 
a farm  and  marry.  His  helpmeet  bore  the 
name  of  Jean  More.  Thirty-two  years  did 
this  couple  live  on  the  home  farm,  steadily 
toiling  and  as  steadily  getting  on  in  the 
world.  Finally  Mr.  Smith  traded  his  farm  to 
his  son-in-law  for  a place  near  the  village  of 
Roxbury ; the  site  of  this  last  home  is  now 
occupied  by  the  Roxbury  R.  R.  Station. 
Mr.  Smith  died  at  this  latter  location  in  1S60, 
at  ninety-one  years  of  age ; his  faithful  wife 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-two.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  More,  also  a native  of  Scot- 
land, who  was  the  gentleman  with  whom  our 
subject’s  father  made  his  home  when  he  came 
into  Delaware  County ; his  wife  was  Betty 
Taylor,  also  of  Scotland.  David  Smith  was 
first  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  denomin- 
ation, but  later  transferred  his  connection 
to  the  M.  E.  Church.  In  those  early  days 
the  church  meetings  were  held  at  different 
private  residences  ; David  Smith  was  one  of 
the  leading  promoters  of  the  movement  to 
establish  regular  churches  at  Roxbury  and  at 
Moresville,  and  he  was  ever  active  in  church 
matters.  They  reared  twelve  children  : — 
John  M. ; Maria  (Frisbee);  Elizabeth  (Kea- 
tor) ; Anna  (Frisbee) ; James;  Cornelia  (Pres- 


ton); David  More;  Rev.  William  H.;  Jean 
(Frisbee);  Jonas;  Jennett;  and  Robert  Bruce, 
our  subject. 

The  last  named  was  taught  in  the  local 
schools  and  worked  with  his  father  on  the 
homestead.  He  continued  agricultural  duties, 
and  in  1852  purchased  the  home  place  which 
he  worked  until  1863,  at  which  date  he  re- 
moved to  Cortland.  Being  somewhat  free 
to  locate  where  he  wished,  he  took  a western 
trip,  and  in  the  State  of  Illinois  got  sight  of 
a tract  of  land  which  took  his  fancy.  He 
made  all  the  preliminary  arrangements  to 
purchase  the  property,  and  had  the  refusal  of 
it  when  he  returned  to  Cortland.  Just  at 
that  time  his  son  was  taken  ill  and  died.  This 
sad  affliction  changed  all  his  plans,  and  he 
gave  up  the  idea  of  going  west  to  live.  De- 
siring to  be  busied  in  some  occupation,  he 
purchased  a grocery  business  in  Cortland, 
and  for  eighteen  years  followed  it  with  good 
returns.  Since  disposing  of  his  interests  in 
the  grocery  line  and  retiring  from  mercantile 
pursuits,  he  has  not  been  regularly  engaged 
in  any  line,  but  has  spent  his  time  in  caring 
for  his  several  properties.  He  purchased  a 
fine  place  about  three  miles  out  of  Cortland, 
and  for  a time  personally  supervised  the 
working  of  it,  but  of  late  he  has  rented  this 
land  to  a good  tenant.  He  bought  another 
valuable  property  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1891,  which  he  also  rents. 

Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  in  De- 
cember, 1850,  to  Polly  Keator,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Keator,  who  at  that  time  lived  in 
Roxbury,  but  who  later  became  a resident  of 
Cortland  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have 
been  the  parents  of  three  children  : Thomas, 
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who  married  Hattie  Cartwright,  and  has  a 
little  son,  George  ; Robert  B.,  Jr.;  and  a child, 
George,  the  eldest,  now  deceased. 

In  civil  life  Mr.  Smith  has  always  been  a 
man  of  force  and  influence.  He  was  post- 
master and  also  justice  of  the  peace  at  Rox- 
bury,  before  he  left  Delaware  County,  and  in 
Cortland  has  ever  been  interested  in  affairs 
of  public  moment.  He  has  served  on  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  State  Normal  School 
for  twenty  years,  and  has  been  a village 
trustee  for  eight  years.  He  was  president 
of  the  village  for  one  term,  and  was  elected 
supervisor  in  1 88 1,  serving  three  years;  was 
elected  again  in  1891,  and  has  served  continu- 
ously since.  He  has  never  been  anything 
but  a Republican,  and  is  a tried  adviser  in 
the  local  councils  of  his  party.  In  the  busi- 
ness world  he  is  also  an  important  factor,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Cortland  since  its  organi- 
zation in  1868.  Church  matters  claim  a 
share  of  his  time  too,  for  he  has  for  thirty 
years  been  a trustee  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  to 
which  denomination  he  is  a faithful  adherent. 


Ki.  JULIA  E.  HYATT,  president 
of  the  Cortland  Hospital,  and 
widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Farming- 
ton  O.  Hyatt,  is  a lady  held  in  the  highest 
estimation  in  and  about  Cortland,  her  home. 

Dr.  F.  O.  Hyatt,  her  beloved  husband,  was 
a man  in  his  day  of  many  marked  attain- 
ments, and  he  was  the  possessor  of  many 
varied  talents  and  accomplishments.  As  a 
dental  practitioner  of  experience,  and  as  an 


artist  and  musician  of  great  merit,  he  was 
a useful  and  popular  member  of  society. 
Dr.  Hyatt’s  birthplace  was  Otego,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.  He  came  into  the  world 
September  14,  1829,  and  was  a son  of  Rev. 
Lewis  and  Electa  (Stewart)  Hyatt.  The 
father  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  the 
mother  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Lewis  Hyatt  in  early  life  was  a 
teacher  and  a writer  of  great  attainments. 
He  wrote  and  published  several  booklets, 
which  at  that  time  had  quite  an  extended 
circulation.  Later  in  life  he  became  a 
minister  of  the  gospel,  which  profession  he 
followed  all  his  remaining  active  days. 
His  last  charge  before  he  retired  was  at 
McLean.  His  latter  retired  life  was  passed 
at  Marathon,  where  he  died. 

Dr.  Hyatt  struck  out  in  life  for  himself 
at  an  early  age.  He  was  a bright  student 
and  had  a natural  aptitude  for  art.  This 
latter  talent  he  so  cultivated  that  it  brought 
him  remunerative  returns  as  a skilled  teacher. 
Following  up  this  vocation  for  some  time 
successfully,  he  determined  to  go  into  busi- 
ness, so  with  a Mr.  Cummings,  father  of 
the  present  congressman,  Amos  J.  Cum- 
mings of  N.  Y.,  he  went  into  the  watch 
and  jewelry  business  at  Honesdale,  Penn. 
A little  later  he  located  at  Towanda,  Penn., 
and  studied  dentistry  under  the  noted  Dr. 
McIntosh,  and  with  L.  B.  Hyatt.  He 
speedily  became  very  proficient  in  this  line, 
and  remained  at  Towanda,  engaged  in  prac- 
tice until  1848,  when  he  removed  to 
Marathon,  Cortland  County,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  profession  some  six  years.  He 
then  settled  in  Cortland,  where  in  a com- 
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paratively  brief  period  he  became  known  as 
the  best  and  in  every  way  most  reliable 
dentist  in  Central  New  York.  He  enjoyed 
the  best  of  prosperity  as  a result  of  his 
labors,  and  still  found  time  to  follow  up  his 
aesthetic  talents.  His  landscape  and  por- 
trait work  gained  flattering  recognition 
from  competent  critics.  Besides  painting 
many  valuable  pieces,  he  found  time  to 
impart  instruction  to  such  pupils  as  he 
thought  gave  evidences  of  real  talent.  The 
Doctor  was  a great  lover  of  music,  and 
spent  much  time  in  its  study  and  mastering 
its  bewildering  details.  He  organized  and 
was  the  leader  of  a band,  which  indeed  had 
more  than  a local  reputation.  In  civic 
affairs,  Dr.  Hyatt  was  also  alert.  He  served 
for  five  years  in  the  volunteer  fire  depart- 
ment, and  was  a stockholder  and  a director 
in  the  Desk  Manufacturing  Co.  He  was 
never  a very  rugged  man,  but  was  active 
really  beyond  his  strength.  With  scarcely 
an  exception  he  won  the  warm  love  and  real 
esteem  of  everyone  who  knew  him.  He 
built  the  handsome  home  at  182  Main 
Street  about  1865.  He  died  September  23, 
1895,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
wife,  the  subject  of  our  history,  was  a 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Julia  (South- 
worthi  Bouton. 

Nathaniel  Bouton  was  born  in  Virgil, 
Cortland  County,  and  was  a son  of  a gentle- 
man having  the  same  given  name,  who  was 
a native  of  West  Chester,  N.  Y.  The 
senior  Nathaniel  came  in  1801  on  horseback 
into  Cortland  County,  and  selected  a farm 
in  the  town  of  Virgil.  He  took  up  a tract 
of  land  near  where  his  brother  Enos  had 


located  in  1799.  This  land  he  cleared  as 
fast  as  he  could,  and  in  1808  set  out  the 
first  orchard  of  grafted  fruit  in  Cortland 
County.  He  had  found  his  way  into  this 
section  by  means  of  a trail,  marked  out  by 
“blazed”  trees.  Over  this  route  he  began 
advocating  the  building  of  a railroad,  and 
it  is  a matter  of  history  that  he  was  the 
man  who  first  projected  the  building  of  the 
N.  Y.  & E.  R.  R.  from  New  York  City  to 
Lake  Erie.  Nathaniel  Bouton  prepared  and 
published  the  outlines  of  his  plans,  and 
placed  them  in  the  hands  of  people  along 
the  proposed  route.  The  road  finally  went 
through  and  very  near  to  the  line  projected 
by  him,  but  he  never  lived  to  witness  its 
completion,  dying  on  the  day  of  the  cele- 
bration of  the  completion  of  the  road  to 
Binghamton,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  His  wife 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Their 
children  were:  Nathan;  James;  Lewis; 

William;  Rachel;  David;  Milly;  Na- 
thaniel; and  Joseph.  Mr.  Bouton  learned  the 
cabinet-making  business,  and  worked  at  it 
during  his  early  life  in  Marathon.  Later  he 
became  the  representative  of  several  stan- 
dard life  and  fire  insurance  companies,  and 
was  a justice  of  the  peace.  Being  a man 
of  extremely  sound  judgment,  and  unbiased 
by  strong  prejudices,  his  advice  and  counsel 
were  held  in  high  repute  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  He  departed  life  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three,  but  his  devoted  wife  is  still 
alive  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Their 
children  were  named:  Julia  E.  (Mrs.  Hyatt), 
our  subject ; Charles  H.;  Jane  M.;  Amanda 
G.;  Eleanor  C.;  and  Mary  A. 

To  Dr.  Hyatt  and  his  wife  Julia  were 
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given  four  children,  but  they  all  died  very 
young,  Louise,  who  lived  the  longest,  only 
reaching  the  age  of  four  months. 

Mrs.  Hvatt  has  all  her  life  been  a kind 
and  benevolent  woman,  and  since  her  widow- 
hood she  has  tried  to  accomplish,  besides 
what  la)’  in  her  own  field,  as  much  good  as 
her  husband  would  have  done  had  his  life 
been  spared.  She  is  one  of  the  leading 
workers  in  benevolent  societies,  and  when 
the  Cortland  Hospital  was  established,  she 
was  chosen  vice-president.  She  was,  of 
course,  a member  of  the  King’s  Daughters, 
to  which  order  belongs  the  credit  of 
founding  the  hospital.  The  hospital  was 
started  February  23,  1891  with  Mrs.  J.  H. 
H oose  as  president,  our  subject  as  vice- 
president,  Mrs.  Hugh  Duffey,  secretary,  and 
Mrs.  A.  D.  Squires,  treasurer.  On  April  3, 
1891,  the  hospital  was  opened  in  a cottage 
on  Clayton  Avenue.  After  four  years,  the 
association  was  enabled  to  purchase  a spa- 
cious building,  surrounded  by  wide  lawns 
and  many  shade  trees,  in  fact  an  ideal  site. 
Here  the  present  hospital  was  opened 
March  27,  1895.  Its  growth  and  success 
have  been  stead)'  and  marked  since  its  first 
beginnings.  Money  contributions  and  other 
things  of  value  are  always  coming  in  in 
appreciable  quantities.  Mrs.  Hyatt  lias  been 
president  since  1891,  having  filled  the  unex- 
pired term  of  Mrs.  Hoose.  Since  that  time, 
on  her  has  devolved  the  main  work  of 
caring  for  the  institution.  To  her  ability 
as  a manager,  a tactician,  and  a financier,  is 
mainly  due  the  present  prosperous  state  of 
affairs.  The  people  of  Cortland  are  proud 
of  this  institution,  and  are  glad  to  honor 


each  and  every  one  of  the  loyal  women, 
through  whose  efforts  the  hospital  has  be- 
come an  assured  fact. 

Excellent  portraits  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hyatt 
may  be  found  on  preceding  pages,  where 
they  will  be  viewed  with  interest  by  those 
who  knew  the  Doctor  in  life,  and  by  those 
who  appreciate  fully  the  noble  work  being 
performed  by  Mrs.  Hyatt. 


SAAC  H.  HOLCOMB,  the  well-known 
manufacturer  of  high-grade  cigars  of 
Cortland  village,  has  been  a resident 
and  a citizen  of  Cortland  County  for  nearly 
a quarter  of  a century.  In  that  time  he 
has  seen  an  industry,  founded  almost  liter- 
ally by  his  own  hands,  grow  and  increase  in 
volume  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  recognized 
leading  manufactories  in  the  village.  Mr. 
Holcomb  is  of  Massachusetts  birth,  having 
come  into  the  world  May  31,  1831,  at  East 
Grandville,  a son  of  Walter  Holcomb,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  that  section.  As  a 
lad,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  trained 
along  agricultural  lines.  When  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age,  while  engaged  in 
hauling  wood  to  market,  he  slipped  under 
a runner  of  the  sled  on  which  the  wood 
had  been  placed,  and  his  leg  was  terribly 
crushed  below  the  knee.  The  injury  was 
so  severe  that  it  was  thought  that  an  am- 
putation would  be  necessary,  but  Dr.  Jewett, 
a most  skillful  physician  and  surgeon,  per- 
formed a successful  operation  and  the  limb 
was  saved.  While  the  bones  were  knitting, 
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the  lad  learned  the  art  of  cigar-making,  in 
which  trade  he  soon  became  very  proficient. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  came  to 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  for  three  years  was 
employed  as  a journeyman.  He  then  moved 
to  Minnesota,  where  he  was  variously  em- 
ployed for  five  years.  Mr.  Holcomb  re- 
turned to  the  East  in  1859,  and  at  Weeds- 
port,  N.  Y.,  opened  a cigar  factory,  which 
he  managed  for  two  years.  It  was  in  that 
town  that  he  first  put  out  his  I.  H.  H. 
brand  of  10c.  cigars,  which  has  become  so 
very  popular  in  this  section.  Later  on  and 
before  the  close  of  the  late  war,  he  moved 
to  Georgetown,  D.  C.,  where  he  conducted 
the  Union  Hotel.  Not  liking  the  hotel 
business  at  that  point,  he  returned  to  Syra- 
cuse, and  acted  as  travelling  salesman  lor 
nine  years  in  the  employ  of  Sanford  & Bon. 
Mr.  Holcomb  was  at  that  time  one  of  the 
leading  salesmen  in  the  State,  and  his  order- 
book  would  average  up  with  the  best  of 
them  anywhere.  After  leaving  the  road  he 
associated  himself  with  his  former  em- 
ployers, Sanford  & Bon,  in  looking  glasses, 
picture  frames  and  artists’  materials,  under 
the  firm  name  of  I.  H.  Holcomb  & Co. 
In  1873,  Mr.  Holcomb  came  to  Cortland  to 
look  after  the  education  of  his  only  child. 
After  only  a brief  sojourn  he  was  so  well 
suited  with  the  town  and  its  people  that 
he  decided  to  make  it  his  home,  and  to 
embark  in  the  cigar  business  once  more. 
His  first  venture  was  in  a very  small  way, 
but  so  steadily  did  his  product  gain  in 
popular  favor,  that  at  this  writing  he  does 
not  have  to  solicit  orders  outside,  as  all  the 
goods  that  he  can  make  with  his  present 


force  go  to  his  local  trade,  or  else  are 
shipped  to  a select  list  of  customers  at 
various  points  over  the  country.  Mr. 
Holcomb  started  in  at  a location  on  Pottery 
Street.  In  order  to  obtain  larger  quarters 
he  moved  the  following  year  to  No.  5 Mill 
Street.  In  1883,  he  bought  the  Harding 
property  at  No.  53  Groton  Street,  and 
thereon  built  a comfortable,  home-like  resi- 
dence, and  a new  model  factory  with  space 
for  a score  or  more  of  workmen.  He  is 
now  turning  out  from  three  to  four  hundred 
thousand  cigars  of  the  best  grade  per 
annum.  Mr.  Holcomb  aims  to  put  the  very 
best  stock  to  be  found  in  his  goods,  and 
manufactures  both  from  seed  and  Havana 
tobacco.  He  is  a most  expert  judge  of 
tobaccos,  and  his  cigars  have  a great  repu- 
tation for  evenness  of  quality.  He  employs 
the  most  proficient  of  operators  only,  and 
all  the  work  is  carried  on  under  his 
watchful  eye.  His  leading  brands  are  the 
I.  H.  H.;  Tube  Rose;  My  Special;  My 
Leader;  The  Best;  Pastime;  Choice; 
Little  Darling ; Fair  Exchange ; and  Su- 
perior. Besides  these  well-known  brands, 
he  makes  many  special  labels  to  order, 
making  as  many  as  forty  for  local  dealers, 
for  this  specialty  is  a feature  of  his  trade. 
The  factory,  a model  of  neatness  and  clean- 
liness by  the  way,  is  always  open  to  the 
inspection  of  those  who  would  like  to  see 
cigars  made  as  they  ought  to  be. 

Since  Mr.  Holcomb  has  resided  in  Cort- 
land, he  has  as  a business  man  won  the 
highest  respect  among  the  mercantile  and 
manufacturing  classes.  He  is  a careful, 
shrewd  and  upright  business  man,  and  a 
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respecter  of  the  rights  of  others.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  pleasant,  affable,  and  approach- 
able, with  a ready  good-will  to  enter  into 
anything  that  stands  for  the  public  good. 
He  knows  how  to  get  and  hold  customers, 
and  those  who  deal  with  Mr.  Holcomb 
know  that  when  he  says  a piece  of  goods 
is  so  and  so,  the  article  will  every  time 
come  up  to  his  recommendation.  While  a 
resident  of  Syracuse,  Mr.  Holcomb  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Marticia  P.  Dickinson, 
a daughter  of  Mr.  Moses  Dickinson  of  that 
city.  One  daughter,  Miss  Ada  F.  Holcomb, 
has  been  born  to  them,  and  she  now  resides 
in  Cortland  with  her  parents. 


't'l^NOBERT  BUSHBY,  traveling  passen- 
I ger  agent  for  the  Grand  Trunk 

Railway  System,  whose  portrait  is 
shown  on  the  opposite  page,  is  one  of  the 
leading  and  most  enterprising  citizens  of 
Cortland.  Since  becoming  a resident  of  the 
village,  his  interest  in  its  welfare  and  pros- 
perity has  never  flagged,  and  has  led  him  to 
associate  himself  with  the  first  business  men 
of  the  place  in  planning  and  executing  pro- 
jects that  have  had  for  their  object  the  up- 
building and  improving  of  the  village.  In  his 
own  particular  field  of  work  he  is  well  known 
in  railroad  circles  as  a most  energetic  travel- 
ing passenger  agent. 

Mr.  Bushby  was  born  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
in  1843,  and  vvas  a son  of  Joseph  Bushby, 
who  was  born  in  Cumberland,  England,  and 
who  came  from  Rhode  Island,  in  1854,  into 


the  northwest  part  of  the  town  of  Truxton, 
Cortland  County,  where  he  purchased  a farm. 
By  trade  he  was  a bleacher  and  dyer,  and 
was  very  skilled  in  his  line  of  employment ; 
some  specimens  of  his  handiwork  took  a first 
premium  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Exposition  in 
New  York  City.  His  desire  to  rear  his  chil- 
dren in  the  country  was  responsible  for  his 
removal  to  the  larm  in  Truxton  township. 
The  attractions  of  his  old  trade,  though  dor- 
mant for  awhile,  again  reasserted  themselves, 
and  becoming  uneasy,  he  sold  the  farm,  re- 
turned to  Pawtucket,  and  again  followed  his 
trade  until  he  retired  entirely  from  active  life. 
He  was  born  in  1818,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four.  His  wife,  Ann  Patterson,  who 
was  born  in  Carlisle,  Eng.,  died  in  July,  1865, 
aged  forty-two  years.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  to  our  subject’s  parents : 
Robert,  our  subject;  Joseph  of  Joplin,  Mo.; 
Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Bates  of  Ho- 
mer; Elizabeth  E.,  who  married  Christopher 
Westmoreland,  now  deceased,  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.;  and  Charles  N. 

Our  subject,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  fol- 
lowed farming  on  the  homestead  in  Truxton 
township  until  August  15,  1862,  on  which  date 
he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Co.  D,  157th  Reg. 
N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  three  years  to 
a day  ; he  was  detailed  as  regimental  bugler  to 
General  Ames.  He  is  now  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  local  G.  A.  R.  Post  of  Cortland. 
After  he  had  returned  from  the  front,  and  had 
followed  farming  a short  time,  he  went  to 
clerking  in  Truxton  for  W.  S.  Maycumber. 
After  two  years  in  this  connection,  he  was 
elected,  in  1875,  county  treasurer,  and  held 
the  office  for  nine  years  from  January  1,  1876. 
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In  1878  he  moved  to  Cortland,  and  had 
charge  of  the  books  of  the  L.  D.  Garrison 
wholesale  grocery  and  candy  factory  for  five 
years,  his  connection  with  the  establishment 
being  terminated  by  his  own  resignation  be- 
cause of  ill  health.  In  1882  he  was  appointed 
city  ticket  agent,  for  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R., 
the  N.  Y.  Central  and  West  Shore  R.  R.,  and 
Erie  R.  R.,  and  continued  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  that  position  with  fidelity  and  dis- 
patch until  the  fall  of  1886,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed agent  for  the  U.  S.  Express  Co.  at 
Cortland.  Five  years  mark  the  time  he  was 
associated  with  this  company,  during  which 
period  he  was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  as 
assistant  to  Supt.  Platt.  He  resigned  this 
position  to  accept,  March  15,  1891,  the  office 
of  traveling  passenger  agent  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  System.  He  has  given  entire 
satisfaction,  and  because  of  the  confidence  he 
has  inspired  by  his  excellent  services  in  behalf 
of  the  company,  he  is  given  wide  latitude  in 
matters  of  discretion  and  opinion.  He  is  a 
very  valuable  servant,  and  is  peculiarly  adapt- 
ed by  previous  employments  to  accurately 
and  efficiently  filling  the  position.  Although 
he  leads  a very  busy  life  and  has  a thousand 
and  one  duties,  he  has  ever  found  time  to  de- 
vote some  of  his  attention  to  the  welfare  and 
material  progress  of  Cortland.  He  was  one 
of  those  who  promoted  and  constructed  the 
first  street  railway  in  Cortland  ; has  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  real  estate,  building  and  selling 
considerably  ; and  has  served  as  a director  of 
the  National  as  well  as  of  the  Second  National 
Bank.  In  Truxton  he  served  as  town  clerk. 
He  was  a delegate  to  the  Republican  Na- 
tional Conventions  of  1884  and  1888.  He  is 


a Mason  of  the  Thirty-second  Degree,  and 
a member  of  Ziyara  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine. 

Mr.  Bushby  married  Mary  A.  Miller, 
daughter  of  William  Miller,  of  this  county, 
and  town  of  Truxton.  Three  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  William  J.,  who  died 
when  an  infant;  William  T.,  agent  for  the 
U.  S.  Express  Co.,  and  city  ticket  agent  of 
the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.,  who  married  Miss 
Minnie  H.  Brownell,  and  has  two  children, 
Robert  and  Harriet ; and  Annie  M.,  who  mar- 
ried George  H.  Kennedy,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary  Helen.  Mr.  Bushby  and  family 
reside  in  an  elegant  home  on  Main  Street, 
which  often  becomes  the  scene  of  a social 
gathering,  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bushby  like  to 
entertain  and  be  at  home  to  their  friends. 


R.  HENRY  T.  DANA,  a skilled 
and  experienced  physician  and 
surgeon,  residing  in  Cortland, 
N.  Y.,  is  a gentleman  who  has,  in  the 
quarter  of  a century  spent  in  his  chosen 
field,  become  closely  identified  with  all  the 
interests  that  cluster  about  this  section.  His 
work  from  its  very  nature  has  brought  him 
into  contact  with  the  many  phases  of  life 
which  go  to  make  up  the  community. 
He  fully  understands  and  appreciates  the 
dignity  and  the  responsibility  of  his  call- 
ing, and  in  all  the  delicate  matters  brought 
to  his  attention  has  so  well  adhered  to 
the  ethics  and  the  teachings  of  his  craft, 
that  he  has  attained  a standing  and  reputa- 
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tion  of  the  most  enviable  kind.  He  is  the 
warm  friend  and  trusted  adviser  of  all  his 
patients,  and  in  his  position  has  been  able  to 
do  a world  of  good  in  many  of  the  walks  of 
life.  His  practice  is  general  and  more  than 
merely  local  in  its  nature ; his  excellent  char- 
acter and  splendid  success  have  combined  to 
give  him  great  prestige,  and  yield  him  fair 
returns  of  a financial  nature. 

Dr.  Dana  was  born  in  Fenner,  Madison 
Count)'’,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1836,  and  was  a 
son  of  Judge  Sardis  Dana,  and  a grandson  of 
Asa  Dana.  His  education  had  its  inception 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  section  ; 
after  completing  an  academic  course  in  Caze- 
novia  Seminary,  he  became  a private  student 
under  Dr.  James  H.  Armsby,  the  distin- 
guished Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Albany 
Medical  College.  When  his  course  of  read- 
ing with  his  worthy  preceptor  was  com- 
pleted, our  subject  entered  the  Albany  Med- 
ical College,  and  in  1863  was  graduated  with 
high  honors  from  that  institution.  The  same 
year  he  located  at  Tully,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  practiced  medicine  for  the 
following  six  years.  His  health  began  to  fail 
him  at  this  period  of  his  career,  and  he  de- 
cided that  a change  of  locality  would  be 
beneficial  to  him.  Forthwith  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  there  resided  for 
three  years.  ’ Yearning  for  the  hills  and  val- 
leys of  his  native  state,  he  returned  to  the 
East  in  1872,  and  located  in  Cortland,  which 
since  that  date  has  been  the  scene  of  his  busy 
and  useful  career. 

Asa  Dana,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Dana, 
came  from  Holland,  Mass.,  into  Madison 
County  in  1801.  He  reared  a family  of  seven 


children,  of  whom  one  was  Judge  Sardis 
Dana,  who  was  born  in  Holland,  Mass.  This 
son,  brought  into  New  York  State  at  the 
age  of  four  years,  was  trained  in  the  home 
schools  and  at  an  early  age  took  up  the  study 
of  law.  Success  followed  him  in  his  legfal 
work,  and  he  became  a very  prominent  man 
in  his  profession.  His  political  views  were 
of  the  Democratic  stamp,  and  he  wielded  a 
wide  and  powerful  influence  in  his  party.  In 
the  estimate  of  his  fellowmen  he  stood  high, 
and  by  them  was  called  to  the  judgeship 
of  Madison  County.  He  also  represented 
his  district  in  the  State  Legislature  and  occu- 
pied many  other  positions  of  trust.  His 
legal  business  was  of  the  more  important 
kind,  and  pertained  chiefly  to  the  settling  of 
estates,  drawing  of  wills  and  other  docu- 
ments of  a weighty  nature.  He  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly careful  and  just  man,  and  his  legal 
learning  was  profound  and  complete.  Judge 
Dana  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Faulkner,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island;  the  Judge  reached 
the  age  of  sixty -nine,  while  his  wife  was 
taken  at  sixty-eight.  Their  children  were  : 
Lorenzo  D.;  Eliza;  Julietta  A.  (Feron);  Clin- 
ton ; Edward  B.;  Andrew  J.;  Charles  C.;  and 
Henry  T.,  our  subject. 

Dr.  Dana  united  himself  to  Elizabeth  Van 
Bergen  of  Tully,  N.  Y.,  and  their  wedded 
life  has  been  blessed  with  two  children,  Anna 
M.  and  Charlotte.  In  social  and  civil  life, 
Dr.  Dana  is  as  well  known  as  in  his  profes- 
sional career.  He  was  in  1874  appointed 
U.  S.  Examining  Surgeon  for  Pensioners,  and 
held  that  office  until  1S97,  with  the  exception 
of  three  years.  He  is  on  the  staff  of  physi 
cians  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R-,  is  a mem 
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ber  of  the  County  and  State  Medical  Socie- 
ties, and  is  a fellow  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.  In  Masonic  affairs,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Cortlandville  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M., 
No.  470;  Cortland  Chapter,  No.  194,  R.  A. 
M.;  Cortland  Commanclery,  No.  50,  K.  T.; 
and  the  Central  City  Consistory.  He  is  also 
a Shriner,  and  has  passed  through  all  the 
chairs  in  the  different  grades  of  the  Masonic 
Order. 


'ENRY  KENNEDY,  a retired  farmer 
and  produce  dealer  of  Cortland, 
N.  Y.,  was  born  June  22,  1827,  in 
the  town  of  Virgil,  this  county,  and  is  there- 
fore over  seventy  years  of  age.  His  parents, 
Rufus  and  Polly  (Hunt)  Kennedy,  were  born 
in  Windham  County,  Conn.,  and  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Virgil. 


Rufus  Kennedy’s  homestead  was  a fine, 
productive  farm  of  seventy-five  acres.  His 
attention,  however,  was  mainly  directed  to 
the  lumbering  industry,  for  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Lisle,  N.  Y.,  he  owned  some  four 
hundred  acres  of  timber  land,  and  there 
carried  on  quite  an  extensive  lumber  busi- 
ness. In  his  last  years  he  retired  from 
active  work,  and  lived  on  the  fruits  of  his 
labors,  for  he  had  accumulated  a very  com- 
fortable competence.  He  died  at  the  very 
advanced  age  of  past  ninety-one  years, 
while  his  wife  was  taken  to  her  reward 
when  sixty-nine  years  old.  Their  children 
were:  Clarissa;  Mary  Ann;  Henry. 

Henry,  the  only  son  in  the  family,  assisted 
his  father  in  his  labors,  and  after  his  mar- 


riage bought  a farm  in  the  town  of  Virgil, 
now  Lapeer,  where  he  carried  on  general 
farming  for  five  years,  when  he  sold  that 
property  and  purchased  in  Cortlandville, 
where  he  remained  until  1880,  when  he  left 
the  farm,  and  moved  to  the  village  of  Cort- 
land, where  he  began  to  deal  in  hay,  straw 
and  grain.  He  built  a large  store-house 
and  barn  near  the  Lehigh  R.  R.  depot, 
which  has  since  been  built  into  a hotel. 
He  later  built  a storage  house  and  office  on 
Greenbush  Street,  where  he  now  resides. 
There  he  kept  a feed  store,  and  also  at 
this  time  did  he  buy  the  Benton  homestead 
and  remodeled  and  enlarged  it.  In  1894  he 
retired  from  business,  turning  over  his  feed 
business  to  his  son,  George  H.,  who  also 
conducts  the  farm,  and  is  a commercial 
traveller.  Mr.  Kennedy  has  been  one  of 
the  largest  shippers  of  hay  and  grain  from 
this  county,  forwarding  it  to  points  to  the 
north,  east  and  south.  On  October  7,  1847, 
our  subject  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Davis, 
daughter  of  John  C.  Davis  of  Lapeer,  and 
these  children  were  born  to  them:  Frederick, 
a lawyer,  who  is  also  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  at  Ashville,  N.  C.;  Alice, 
deceased;  George  H.  of  Cortland  ; Florence, 
deceased;  and  two  children,  Willie  and 
Henry,  who  were  lost  as  infants.  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy is  a Republican  and  has  served  as  a 
trustee  of  Cortland  village.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  Our  subject  is 
a man  who  has  few  if  any  enemies,  for  he 
has  been  eminently  fair  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  dislikes  to  give  offence  by  pushing  his 
own  claims  too  vigorously.  He  has  done 
what  lay  in  his  power  for  the  advancement 
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of  the  community  in  which  he  has  resided, 
and  has  lived  a very  exemplary  life,  which 
has  left  its  mark  on  the  very  existence  of  the 
town.  He  has  been  very  busy  in  his  career 
of  usefulness,  but  now  his  health  is  impaired, 
and  many  avenues  of  business  miss  his 
cheery  presence,  where  once  he  was  a 
leading  factor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy 
celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary 
on  October  7,  1897.  Many  friends  were 
present,  among  whom  were  four  who  had 
attended  their  wedding  fifty  years  before. 
Not  a few  substantial  tokens  of  respect  and 
esteem  were  given. 


MOS  l-  KENNEY.  There  is  no  one 
\ in  Cortland  County,  who  in  his  own 
' ® V^-  locality  is  so  well  known,  and  high- 
ly respected,  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  can  claim  a longer  continuous  residence 
in  the  town  and  village  of  Truxton  than  any 
other  person.  He  is  a lawyer  by  profession, 
and  is  still  active  at  his  vocation,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  is  seventy-six  years 
old,  having  been  born  in  Truxton,  February 
12,  1822.  He  has  always  been  a leader,  and 
he  may  at  this  juncture  be  considered  to  em- 
body the  very  spirit  of  the  town,  for  he  re- 
mains a resident,  when  all  who  were  first 
associated  with  him  have  passed  away  or 
moved  to  other  localities. 

Mr.  Kenney,  whose  portrait  appears  on  the 
preceding  page,  traces  his  ancestry  to  one 
Thomas  “Kinne,”  who  was  knighted  in  1618, 
in  England.  Henry  “Kinne”  came  from 

Holland,  whither  he  had  gone  from  England, 
3+ 


and  settled  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 
This  line  of  descent  reaches  T homas  “ Kinne,” 
who  was  born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  July  9,  1678. 
His  son  Moses  Kinne,  who  lived  and  died  in 
Voluntown,  Conn.,  had  three  sons,  namely: 
Ira,  Moses  and  Isaac.  Ira  was  born  August 
19,  1740.  Moses  died  at  Royalston,  Mass., 
April  23,  1800.  Isaac  became  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject.  He  was  born  at  New  Ips- 
wich, N.  H.,  April  16,  1751,  and  became  a 
Baptist  minister.  It  is  here  that  the  name 
changes  from  Kinne  to  its  present  form, 
Kenney.  He  first  settled  as  a minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Stoddard,  N.  H.,  about 
the  year  1775.  He  was  married  in  the  month 
of  February,  1775,  and  immediately  intro- 
duced his  blushing  bride  to  his  parishioners, 
escorting  her  about  on  an  ox-sled.  He  re- 
mained with  that  charge  until  1791.  While 
a resident  of  Stoddard,  eight  children  were 
born.  He  then  became  minister  of  a church 
at  Richmond,  N.  H.,  where  his  ninth  and  last 
child  was  born.  In  the  spring  of  1801  he  re- 
turned with  his  family  to  Royalston,  Mass., 
where  he  died  September  2,  1801.  The  sum- 
mons came  very  suddenly,  and  his  friends 
little  knew  how  near  he  was  to  death’s  door, 
when  the  Sunday  before  his  decease  he  deliv- 
ered his  sermon  from  the  pulpit  in  as  strong 
and  vigorous  a fashion  as  ever.  His  widow 
afterwards  married  one  Deacon  Adams,  and 
lived  at  Stoddard,  N.  H.,  where  her  death 
occurred  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  In  1883 
it  was  figured  out  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  that  Isaac  Kenney  had  over  three 
hundred  descendants. 

Elosea  Kenney,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  at  Stoddard,  N.  H.,  October  31,  1791, 
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and  at:  thirteen  years  of  age  came  with  an 
older  brother  into  New  York  State  to  win  his 
way,  for  the  death  of  his  father  left  the  fam- 
ily without  means,  and  the  boys  were  com- 
pelled to  shift  for  themselves  from  a very 
tender  age.  Hosea  Kenney  worked  out  for 
the  settlers  by  the  day,  month  or  year  in 
Cortland  and  the  adjoining  counties  until  he 
had  reached  man’s  estate.  Considerable  of 
this  period  had  been  spent  in  the  town  of 
Truxton,  and  it  was  in  that  locality,  accord- 
ingly, that  he  decided  to  locate  and  farm  for 
himself.  When  twenty-three  years  old,  on 
July  7,  1814,  he  was  married  to  Nancy  Lamb 
at  Brookfield,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  He 
had  previously  located  and  purchased  in  the 
town  of  Truxton  a tract  of  sixty-six  acres, 
a part  of  Lot  21,  for  the  sum  of  $400.00;  the 
deed  was  not  made  out  till  after  he  had  occu- 
pied it  some  time,  for  it  bears  the  date  of 
October  24,  1814.  To  this  original  purchase 
he  added  more  land  from  time  to  time  until 
he  owned  150  acres  of  land,  where  he  lived 
until  March  1,  1842,  when  he  moved  to  the 
village  of  Truxton,  where  the  balance  of  his 
life  was  spent  in  retirement.  He  died  March 
10,  1885.  He  met  with  very  good  success  in 
his  farming  ventures,  and  retired  on  a hand- 
some competency.  In  August,  1816,  he  was 
baptized  by  Rev.  Thomas  Purinton,  and 
united  with  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Trux- 
ton. His  first  wife,  Nancy  Lamb,  Avhose 
father,  Capt.  Asa  Lamb,  served  seven  years 
in  the  War  of  Independence,  was  the  mother 
of  our  subject ; she  died  on  August  5,  1862, 
leaving  four  sons,  all  born  in  Truxton  : Hosea 
M.;  James;  Rev.  Ira  E.;  and  Amos  L.  On 
January  15,  1865,  he  was  again  joined  in  the 


bonds  of  matrimony,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Mar- 
any  French  of  Tully,  N.  Y.,  but  there  was  no 
issue  of  this  marriage.  Mrs.  Kenney  died 
May  14,  1880. 

Amos  L.  Kenney  was  educated  at  Hamil- 
ton College,  and  after  graduating  in  1843  and 
pursuing  a course  of  study  in  law,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Cortland  County  in 
the  general  term  of  court,  May,  1848.  He 
prepared  for  his  profession  in  the  offices  of 
Alanson  Coats  of  Truxton,  and  Damon  Coats 
of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  He  located  at  once  in 
Truxton,  where  he  has  lived  from  the  time 
of  his  birth  until  now.  He  has  lived  in  the 
village  since  March  1,  1842,  and  during  this 
period  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  have 
changed,  some  have  died  and  some  have 
moved  to  other  localities.  This  leaves  him 
the  oldest  continuous  resident.  He  has  prac- 
ticed without  interruption  since  his  admission 
to  the  bar,  and  has  received  very  lucrative 
returns,  his  work  having  been  mainty  in  the 
surrogate’s  court.  He  is  now  the  sole  rail- 
road commissoner  of  the  town  of  Truxton,  to 
which  position  he  was  appointed  in  1890. 
He  is  also  a notary  public,  and  has  held  the 
offices  of  justice  of  the  peace,  town  clerk, 
and  has  been  town  superintendent  of  schools 
for  a number  of  terms. 

On  June  15,  1856,  the  words  were  said  that 
joined  our  subject  and  Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Cheva- 
lier, nee  Bennett,  in  the  holy  and  indissoluble 
bonds  of  matrimony.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  of  whom  one  died  when 
eleven  months  old.  The  other,  Euclorus  Cat- 
lin,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Truxton,  April 
6,  1857.  He  graduated  from  Cornell  Univer- 
sity in  1882,  as  a special  student  in  mathe- 
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matics,  receiving  honorable  mention  at  his 
graduation.  He  was  then  employed  as  an 
instructor  in  the  Morgan  Park  Military 
Academy,  of  Cook  County,  111.,  where  he  re- 
mained live  years.  He  then  spent  the  greater 
part  of  one  year  in  travel,  visiting  the  points 
of  interest  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  and 
in  England.  Since  1888  he  has  been  teach- 
ing mathematics  in  a preparatory  school  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  which  fits  boys  to  enter  col- 
lege. He  also  possesses  musical  talent,  and 
composes  songs  and  sets  them  to  music.  Our 
subject’s  first  wife  died  February  20,  1883, 
and  he  again  married,  in  New  York  City, 
May  27,  1884,  Ellen  R.  Day,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Samuel  S.  Day,  a Baptist  minister,  who 
was  the  first  missionary  to  the  Telugu,  a 
people  of  India. 

Our  subject’s  eldest  brother,  Hosea  M , was 
born  May  20,  1815,  on  the  farm  his  father  first 
purchased,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood, 
obtaining  an  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Truxton.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm, 
purchased  it  when  his  father  moved  to  the 
village,  and  continued  to  farm  it  until  1870, 
where  he  in  turn  moved  to  the  village,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  For  seventeen  years 
he  was  a partner  with  his  son,  Marcus  E.,  in 
the  firm  of  Kenney  & Son.  In  1887,  they  sold 
out  the  business  to  P.  D.  Muller,  who  is  now 
operating  it  under  the  firm  name  of  Muller 
Bros.  When  this  business  was  disposed  of, 
Mr.  Kenney  retired  wholly  Irom  any  active 
life,  having  been  quite  successful  in  various 
enterprises  throughout  his  life.  He  was  for  a 
time  a director  of  the  Homer  National  Bank. 
He  was  first  a Whig,  but  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  he  became  iden- 


tified with  it.  His  first  office  was  as  inspector 
of  common  schools,  an  office  now  done  away 
with.  He  served  three  or  four  terms  as  com- 
missioner of  the  highways  of  the  town  of  Trux- 
ton. He  is  a Baptist  in  regard  to  his  relig- 
ious belief,  and  is  a member  of  the  local  Bap- 
tist society ; he  has  been  its  trustee  for  a 
number  of  years  past,  and  is  still  filling  that 
office.  He  is  also  deacon  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  has  been  for  many  years.  He 
was  married  first  to  Miss  Loretta  Lucas,  on 
August  10,  1841,  and  they  had  two  children, 
sons:  Manley  L.,  who  owns  and  lives  on  the 
homestead,  engaged  in  farming,  whose  first 
wife  was  Hattie  Corwin  of  Cortland,  and  his 
second,  Emma  Radway  of  Truxton;  and 
Marcus  E.,  who  now  lives  at  LTtica,  N.  Y., 
where  he  is  a wholesale  optician — he  was 
formerly  a hardware  merchant  of  Truxton, 
in  business  with  his  father.  Marcus  E.  mar- 
ried Lettie  A.  Freeman  of  Truxton.  Hosea 
M.  Kenney  married  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Visula  Eastman,  nee  Burnham,  of  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  on  February  1,  1881.  There  has 
been  no  issue. 

James,  the  next  brother  in  order  of  birth 
after  Hosea  M.,  was  born  April  5,  1817,  and 
died  in  Truxton,  March  28,  1883.  He  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  with  success  all 
his  lile.  He  married,  on  December  21,  1854, 
Arminda  L’Hommedieu,  who  died  February 
4,  1869.  He  again  married  Mary  Goddard 
on  December  7,  1869.  There  were  no  chil- 
dren born  of  either  marriage.  Rev.  Ira  E., 
born  in  Truxton,  January  12,  1S20,  lives  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  has  been  a minister 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  is  now  retired. 
He  graduated  from  Madison  University  in 
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1849,  was  ordained  at  Truxton  in  the  same 
year,  and  was  a pastor  at  various  places  until 
fifteen  years  ago,  when  he  retired.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  E.  Smith,  on  July  24,  1849,  but  no 
children  ever  blessed  their  union. 


AVID  H.  BROWN  of  Cortland  vil- 
lage is  the  junior  member  of  the 
Cortland  Harness  and  Carriage 
Goods  Co.,  and  gives  his  especial  attention 
to  the  management  of  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment of  this  industrial  establishment,  which 
ranks  among  the  first  in  Cortland  County  in 
the  amount  of  business  done  and  the  number 
of  men  employed.  In  the  line  of  goods  that 
this  enterprising  company  puts  upon  the 
market,  it  ranks  as  the  first  in  the  United 
States;  its  specialties  are  steel  and  leather- 
covered  bow  sockets  for  carriage  tops, 
though  all  manner  of  carriage  trimmings  are 
made  up.  The  business  was  started  in  1880 
by  E.  H.  Brewer,  who  soon  after  associated 
with  him  our  subject,  Mr.  Brown,  whose 
practical  knowledge  of  carriage  building  and 
trimming  is  far  above  that  of  the  ordinary 
workman,  and  embraces  all  the  branches. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sheshequin, 
Bradford  County,  Pa.,  June  15,  1836,  and 
was  a son  of  David  and  Eleanor  (Ferry) 
Brown,  who  were  born  in  Groton,  Conn., 
and  Springfield,  Mass.,  respectively.  David 
Brown,  Sr.,  was  a farmer,  and  settled  in 
Bradford  County,  Pa.,  about  1820,  and  lived 
there  until  1840,  when  he  moved  to  Groton, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  passing  away  from  mortal  scenes  at  the 


age  of  eighty-four.  His  wife  lived  to  en- 
joy eighty  years.  David  H.  Brown  followed 
farming  with  his  father  until  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  commenced 
work  in  Adin  Morton’s  carriage  factory, 
and  there  learned  all  his  master  could  teach 
him  in  the  carriage  trimming  trade.  When 
he  had  served  his  apprenticeship,  he  worked 
there  for  several  years,  and  at  various  places 
in  this  and  other  states.  He  then  came  to 
Cortland,  and  began  his  labors  with  the 
Cortland  Wagon  Co.’s  plant,  where  he  was 
employed  some  six  years.  He  then  entered 
into  a partnership  with  E.  H.  Brewer,  and 
these  two  gentlemen  have  developed  an  in- 
dustry that  is  a marvel  in  its  extent;  the 
plant  is  now  housed  in  a large  four-story 
factory  building,  erected  in  1891,  with  di- 
mensions on  the  ground  of  201  and  50  feet ; 
it  is  most  thoroughly  equipped  with  all  the 
latest  improvements  and  modern  con- 
veniences, and  has  a full  complement  of 
labor-saving  machinery.  This  building  was 
designed  by  Mr.  Brewer,  and  all  those  who 
are  familiar  in  the  least  with  the  best  fac- 
tory construction  say  that  it  cannot  be  im- 
proved in  any  important  feature;  especial 
attention  was  given  to  the  securing  of  ade- 
quate light  and  ventilation,  and  the  result 
is  highly  satisfactory.  The  building  being 
of  slow-burning  construction  with  three-inch 
floors,  and  of  the  most  modern  construction, 
it  is  in  great  part  fire-proof,  but  these  safe- 
guards against  the  dread,  devouring  element 
are  supplemented  by  a complete  sprinkler  sys- 
tem and  the  best  fire  extinguishers.  There 
are  several  annexes  that  add  to  the  facili- 
ties the  firm  enjoys  for  getting  out  a large 


/ 


CORTLAND  COUNTY 


49 


product,  as  follows : japanning  and  separating 
rooms,  each  about  40x20;  dipping  room  of 
the  same  dimensions;  steam  oven  20x20; 
seven  hot  air  ovens,  each  10x14;  an  engine 
room  60x35;  and  a forging  shop,  originally 
50x75,  but  to  which  has  since  been  added 
a building  50x80.  The  plant  is  lighted  by 
electricity,  and  heated  by  the  exhaust  steam 
from  a magnificent  two  hundred  horse-power 
Corliss  engine,  built  by  the  celebrated  Ed- 
ward P.  Allis  Co.  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.  This 
gigantic  engine,  in  addition  to  supplying 
motive  power  to  the  diversified  machinery 
of  the  factory  and  heating-  the  buildings, 
also  supplies  power  for  the  company’s  own 
electric  light  plant.  Much  of  the  machin- 
ery is  of  the  company’s  own  design,  and 
was  built  for  their  special  purposes.  The)' 
plan  to  manufacture  from  raw  material  every 
item  that  is  used  in  their  finished  product, 
even  to  the  extent  of  making  their  own 
packing-cases,  in  which  the  goods  are  ship- 
ped. Besides  being  the  heaviest  manufac- 
turers of  bow  sockets  in  the  country,  the 
company  is  second  to  but  few  concerns  in 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  harness  they  put 
out,  which  runs  in  quality  from  the  light- 
est driving  harness  to  the  heaviest  coach 
or  truck  rig,  with  prices  ranging  from  $3.00 
to  $500.00  per  set.  Their  large  line  of 
specialties  in  carriage  hardware  and  find- 
ings and  in  the  line  of  harness  fittings  are 
unexcelled  by  those  of  any  other  similar  es- 
tablishment, for  they  are  the  owners  of 
many  valuable  patents,  and  therefore  the 
sole  makers  of  such  article  or  articles.  The 
business  has  experienced  a marvelous 
growth  since  its  inception  in  1880  and  has 


been  of  incalculable  good  to  Cortland  and 
the  surrounding  country,  for  the  number  of 
hands  employed  often  runs  to  175. 

Mr.  Brown  married  Martha  Watrous, 
daughter  ol  Jason  Watrous  of  Groton;  the 
marriage  was  blessed  with  the  following 
children : May,  who  married  F.  Lomburd 
of  Cortland  village;  Wendell,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years ; David,  who  is  the 
foreman  in  the  trimming  department  of  the 
Binghamton  Wagon  Works;  Jason,  who  is 
foreman  in  the  machine  department  of  the 
Cortland  Harness  and  Carriage  Goods  Co.; 
Rose,  who  died,  aged  five  months;  Julia, 
who  was  drowned  at  Moravia,  aged  2 years ; 
and  William  N.,  who  is  still  in  school.  In 
his  political  views,  Mr.  Brown  is  a strong 
Republican.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Ti- 
oughnioga  Club  of  Cortland.  Mr.  Brown 
is  an  ardent  worker  in  the  interests  of 
Cortland,  and  is  always  ready  to  give  sub- 
stantial aid  to  any  worthy  enterprise  that 
has  in  view  the  advancement  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  village.  He  is  responsive  to 
charitable  appeals,  and  occupies  an  impor- 
tant position  as  a man  of  standing  in  the 
community.  His  has  been  an  industrious, 
useful,  and  eminently  successful  life,  unsul- 
lied by  deeds  of  wrong  or  oppression. 


O^LVAH  RISLEY,  deceased,  whose 
j—\  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite 
V_  „ page,  was  a prosperous  and  ener- 
getic farmer  of  Truxton,  and  was  a son  of 
Reuben  and  Sabra  (Webster)  Risley,  and 
was  born  in  Tolland  County,  Conn.,  October 
28,  1800. 
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Reuben  Risley,  the  father  ot  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  1769,  and  followed  the 
vocation  of  a farmer  all  his  life.  In  1801 
he  moved  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
was  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  his  section 
of  the  country.  The  two  hundred  acres, 
which  Mr.  Risley  purchased,  were  covered 
with  a dense  forest ; through  his  efforts  the 
land  was  made  to  blossom  and  bring  forth 
the  fruits  of  civilization  and  prosperity. 
While  history  may  bear  the  names  of  the 
pioneers  of  Central  New  York  down  to 
posterity,  the  early  struggles  they  experi- 
enced with  untamed  nature,  and  its  final 
subjugation  through  their  labors,  and  the 
results  thereof,  erect  a lasting  monument  to 
their  memories.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Sabra  Webster,  and  they  were  the  happy 
parents  of  three  children:  Minerva;  Ruth  M.; 
and  Alvah.  Mr.  Risley  passed  to  the  un- 
known beyond  in  1850. 

Alvah  Risley  was  but  one  year  old  when 
he  came  to  New  York  State  with  his 
parents,  and  here  he  resided  all  his  life  on 
what  is  now  called  the  old  homestead.  He 
chose  the  occupation  of  a farmer,  in  which 
he  was  more  than  ordinarily  successful, 
owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  several 
farms.  He  was  joined  in  wedlock,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1838,  to  Miss  Dorinda  Brown, 
daughter  of  Seabury  Brown  of  that  section 
of  Truxton  township  that  has  since  been 
incorporated  into  Cuyler  township.  Two 
children  blessed  their  happy  home,  Alvah, 
deceased ; and  Mary,  wife  of  Peter  D. 
Muller. 

Politically,  Alvah  Risley  was  an  old  time 
Whig ; upon  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 


lican party,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
Democrats,  and  remained  with  that  political 
organization  until  his  death.  He  was  very 
popular  among  his  fellow-men,  who  had 
great  confidence  in  his  executive  ability. 
He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for 
thirty  years  and  served  two  years  as  super- 
visor. The  duties  of  every  position  to 
which  he  was  chosen  were  faithfully  and 
honestly  discharged.  He  passed  from  this 
life  November  22,  1886,  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Truxton  township.  His  death  was 
mourned  bv  a large  circle  of  friends,  and 
he  is  still  held  in  most  affectionate  memory. 
Mr.  Risley  was  a keen,  shrewd  and  upright 
business  man,  and  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a fair  fortune.  He  was  an  honorable 
and  highly  respected  citizen,  a man  of  good 
judgment,  and  was  frequently  consulted  by 
his  associates. 


BURNS  LINDERMAN,  the  propri- 
I etor  of  the  Hotel  Burns,  Cortland 
J-  V.  v village,  was  born  October  19,  1853, 
at  Tully,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  a 
son  of  David  V.  and  Deborah  (Smith)  Lin- 
derman,  and  is  of  German  descent. 

David  V.  Linderman  was  born  in  Newfield, 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y,,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  village. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a carriage  maker 
and  followed  that  as  a journeyman  for  a 
few  years.  He  then  built  a factory  in  which 
he  manufactured  cutter  wood  for  the  follow- 
ing ten  years.  When  he  sold  the  factory  he 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  Groton, 
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N.  Y.  After  conducting  the  hotel  for  two 
years,  he  retired  on  account  of  poor  health 
and  moved  to  Tully,  N.  Y.  Soon  after,  while 
on  a visit  to  his  son  in  Cortland,  he  was  taken 
sick  and  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linderman 
reared  two  children,  but  R.  Burns,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  one  living. 
David  V.  Linderman  was  a Republican  at 
one  time,  but  later  sided  with  the  Democrats. 

R.  Burns  Linderman  received  a good  com- 
mon school  education,  and  later  attended  the 
Groton  Academy.  He  then  began  work 
with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  cutter 
wood,  and  remained  at  that  business  for 
twelve  years,  when  he  came  to  Cortland.  He 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Hitchcock  Manu- 
facturing Company,  and  after  one  year  of  in- 
dustrious work,  he  was  rewarded  by  being 
made  foreman  of  the  wood  department.  He 
remained  with  them  for  two  years,  and  then 
moved  to  Brockport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  con- 
ducted a saloon  and  restaurant.  He  had 
been  there  but  one  year  when  misfortune,  in 
the  form  of  fire,  overtook  him;  his  establish- 
ment burned  down  and  he  sustained  a $1,300 
loss.  He  then  returned  to  his  father’s  home 
at  Groton,  where  he  remained  until  the  fol- 
lowing November,  when  he  again  moved  to 
Cortland  and  bought  a half  interest  in  the 
Hotel  Brunswick.  The  other  half  interest 
was  owned  by  Mr.  Wallace,  and  they  con- 
ducted the  hotel  under  the  firm  name,  Wal- 
lace & Linderman.  After  remaining  in  this 
business  for  three  years,  he  sold  his  interest 
and  purchased  a billiard  parlor  in  Cortland. 
After  a period  of  ten  months  he  bought  his 
present  hotel.  He  recently  remodeled  the 
house,  refurnished  the  rooms,  supplied  them 


with  hot  and  cold  water,  and  made  other  im- 
provements which  add  to  the  comfort  of  his 
guests.  The  hotel  consists  of  twenty-seven 
sleeping  rooms,  all  supplied  with  steam  heat 
and  electric  bells,  and  three  nicely  furnished 
and  homelike  parlors. 

Mr.  Linderman  was  joined  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Emma  B.  Bixby,  a daughter  of  Frank 
and  Elizabeth  Bixby,  January  24,  1883.  He 
is  independent  in  politics  and  always  votes 
for  the  best  man.  He  has  many  friends  in 
private  life  as  well  as  in  business  circles. 


LdDMUND  C.  ALGER.  Conspicuous 
L among  the  young  men  of  sterling 

worth  of  Cortland  Count)',  whom  busi- 
ness or  professional  work  has  given  a wide 
acquaintance  throughout  the  county,  and 
whose  public  services  are  ever  highly  es- 
teemed, is  Edmund  C.  Alger,  the  town 
clerk  of  Cortland,  and  a rising  young  at- 
torney with  a good  practice  and  excellent 
prospects.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Cortland ville,  Feb.  9,  1870,  and  was  a son 
of  Silas  J.  Alger,  and  grandson  of  Joseph 
C.  Alger.  Our  subject’s  common  school 
education  was  finished  with  a course  at  the 
Normal  School  of  Cortland,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1890.  He  then  at- 
tended Cornell  LTniversity  Law  School  at 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  graduating  in  June,  1S93,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  September  of 
the  same  year.  He  had  for  some  time 
fixed  on  Cortland  as  a suitable  field  of 
practice,  and  immediately  upon  his  gradua- 
tion from  the  law  school,  he  located  in  the 
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village,  and  proceeded  to  build  up  a prac- 
tice that  would  be  a credit  to  his  excep- 
tional abilities,  in  which  undertaking  he  has 
been  remarkably  successful,  for  he  now 
ranks  among  the  ablest  attorneys  of  the 
county,  and  enjoys  a prestige  that  is  well 
earned  and  deserved.  He  is  a Republican 
in  his  politics,  and  secretary  of  the  Repub- 
lican County  Committee.  He  was  elected 
town  clerk  in  1894,  and  at  the  present 
writing  is  serving  his  second  term  to  the 
complete  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men. Socially,  he  has  allied  himself  with 
one  of  the  first  organizations  in  the  town, 
being  a member  and  ex-senior  warden  of  the 
Cortland ville  Lodge,  No.  470,  F.  & A.  M. 

Our  subject  comes  from  sturdy,  down- 
east  Yankee  stock,  for  his  grandfather, 
Joseph  C.  Alger,  was  a native  of  the  Nut- 
meg State,  and  made  that  state  his  home 
until  he  moved  to  Cortland  County,  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Cortlandville,  about 
two  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Cortland. 
The  wife  of  his  youth,  a Miss  Card  of 
Cortland  County,  left  him  at  her  early  de- 
cease two  children,  Wesley  and  Charity 
(McElheney).  His  second  wife,  Mary  Cole 
of  Cortland  County,  still  survives  him,  and 
lives  in  McGrawville,  N.  Y.  This  second 
union  was  prolific  of  these  six  children: 
Silas  J.,  our  subject’s  father;  William; 
Charles  O.;  Alice ; Helen  (Burlingham);  and 
Rocelia. 

Silas  J.  Alger  was  born  in  Cortlandville, 
June  22,  1839.  He  was  reared  and  educat- 
ed to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  death.  He  married  Ellen  A. 
Conger,  daughter  of  Beman  S.  Conger  of 


Cortland.  His  demise  took  place  in  1876, 
and  he  left  his  widow  and  one  son,  Edmund 
C.,  to  mourn  his  loss.  Mrs.  Alger  a few 
years  after  this  bereavement  took  to  herself 
a second  husband  in  the  person  of  Samuel  L. 
Palmer  of  Cortland.  To  this  worthy  gen- 
tleman, who  became  our  subject’s  step-father, 
Edmund  C.  Alger  is  indebted  for  many 
practical  lessons  in  life. 


-(^NATHAN  L.  MILLER  junior  member 
I of  the  law  firm  of  Dougherty  & 
V ^ Miller,  of  Cortland  village,  was 
born  October  10,  1868,  in  the  town  of  Solon, 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  a son  of 
Samuel  Miller,  and  grandson  of  Paul  S. 
Miller.  The  name  is  of  German  origin. 
Paul  S.  Miller  came  from  Johnstown,  Fulton 
County,  N.  Y.,  to  Cortland  County  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Cortlandville,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  He  was  married  before  he  left  Ful- 
ton County,  and  part  of  his  children  were 
born  there,  the  rest  in  Cortland  County. 
Seven  sons  and  five  daughters  were  reared 
in  the  family. 

Samuel  Miller,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  and  was  but  a bo)r 
when  his  father  moved  to  this  county.  The 
advantages  of  a good  education  were  never 
presentecl  to  him,  but  by  perseverance  and 
energy  he  acquired  a practical  knowledge  of 
business  principles.  Believing  in  the  fertility 
of  the  soil,  and  its  adaptability  for  cultiva- 
tion, he  determined  to  follow  the  pursuits  of 
an  agriculturist.  This  was  his  occupation 
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for  a number  of  years,  but  he  is  now  a 
resident  of  the  village  of  Cortland.  He  mar- 
ried Almira  Russel,  and  they  reared  three 
children,  namely  : Webster  R.  ; Nathan  L. ; 
and  Lillian  M.  (McMahan).  Samuel  is  a 
Democrat.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

Nathan  L.  Miller,  who  heads  this  sketch, 
received  his  primary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  Groton  Academy ; he  then 
took  an  academic  course  in  the  Cortland 
State  Normal  School,  and  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1887.  The  next  four  years  he 
taught  school  at  the  following  places,  Bur- 
dett,  Brooklyn,  Blodgett  Mills,  and  McLean, 
being  one  year  at  each  place. 

Having  determined  to  enter  the  legal  pro- 
fession, he  read  law  throughout  the  four 
years  of  his  teaching.  In  1891,  he  entered 
the  office  of  the  late  Judge  A.  P.  Smith  of 
Cortland,  where  he  finished  reading  law, 
being  admitted  to  the  bar,  Nov.  3,  1893. 
He  immediately  began  practice  in  Cortland 
village,  being  alone  until  1895,  when  a co- 
partnership was  formed  with  Mr.  James 
Dougherty. 

Mr.  Miller  is  active  and  energetic.  Al- 
though he  is  a young  man  his  enterprising 
spirit  is  felt  in  all  the  movements  to  advance 
the  business  and  social  interests  in  the  vil- 
lage. He  is  a strong  Republican  and  does 
much  to  further  the  interests  of  his  party. 
He  is  a public-spirited  man,  a good  thinker 
and  a capable  orator.  His  style  of  speaking 
is  easy  and  flowing,  and  not  in  the  least 
ostentatious.  He  was  elected  school  com- 
missioner the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  in  1896,  he  was  re-elected  to  the 


same  office.  In  his  official  position  he  has 
shown  great  executive  ability,  and  attends 
well  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  law  firm 
has  a large  practice,  and  the  ability  of  Mr. 
Miller  is  bound  to  bring  him  forth  as  a legal 
light  in  his  community.  Mr.  Miller  was 
married  November  23,  1896,  to  Elizabeth 
Davern,  daughter  of  James  Davern. 


/^TeORGE  JEAN  MAGER,  a retired 
\J3|  merchant  and  eminent  citizen  of 
Cortland,  is  a fine  example  of  a man 
who  has  risen  by  his  own  industry  and 
thrift  to  a position  of  prominence  and  stand- 
ing among  his  fellow-men.  Mr.  Mager 
had  few  advantages  in  life  with  which  to 
start  except  a strong  body,  a quick  mind 
and  a willingness  to  take  hold  of  and  per- 
form thoroughly  any  duty  that  came  to 
hand.  True  he  came  from  a nation  whose 
watchword  is  thrift  and  whose  prosperity  is 
the  wonder  of  the  world,  but  his  success 
has  been  attained  in  a land,  where  many 
new  obstacles  have  to  be  met  and  overcome 
in  order  that  failure  may  be  averted.  Mr. 
Mager  is  a son  of  George  Mager  and  Annie 
Marie  (Vogt)  Mager,  both  born  in  Robert- 
sau,  Department  du  Bas  Rhin,  near  Stras- 
bourg, France.  This  was  also  the  birth- 
place of  our  subject,  who  came  into  life, 
May  8,  1837. 

Mr.  Mager’s  ancestors  were  true  French- 
men and  soldiers.  His  paternal  grandfather 
Valentin  was  a warrior  of  the  Empire  under 
Napoleon  the  Great,  and  at  the  ever-mem- 
orable  battle  of  Waterloo  lost  his  left  limb. 
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His  life  aside  from  his  military  career  was 
spent  in  the  peaceful  occupation  of  tilling 
the  soil  in  the  province  above  named,  at  a 
point  near  the  city  of  Strasbourg.  He  and 
his  family  were  Lutherans  in  religious 
belief.  George,  a son  of  Valentin  Mager, 
and  father  of  our  subject,  received  the  usual 
school  training  and  followed  in  his  father’s 
calling  until  1852,  when,  for  the  purpose  of 
bettering  his  condition,  and  at  the  same 
time  relieving  his  growing  sons  from  the 
long  and  arduous  military  service  sure  to  be 
demanded  from  them,  he  migrated  with 
his  family  to  America.  On  his  journey  he 
started  from  home  February  27,  arrived  at 
Paris  on  the  29th,  at  Havre  on  the  1st  of 
March,  and  left  from  that  sea-port  on  the  5th 
of  the  month,  and  finally  after  a stormy  and 
perilous  sea  voyage  of  forty-two  days  land- 
ed from  the  sailing  vessel,  “ Avalanche,”  in 
New  York  City,  April  16,  1852.  After  some 
little  time  spent  in  the  city,  Mr.  Mager 
continued  his  travels  up  into  Lewis  County, 
where  in  the  town  of  New  Bremen  he  on 
May  11,  1852,  bought  a tract  of  fifty  acres 
of  wooded  land,  which  with  the  help  of  his 
sons  he  began  to  clear.  Mr.  Mager  con- 
tinued there  for  some  years,  but  finally  in 
March,  1871,  removed  to  a larger  and  better 
farm  at  Adam’s  Basin,  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  ended  his  days  April  14, 
1888.  The  mother  died  December  9,  1893, 
and  both  are  interred  at  Spencerport,  N.  Y. 
Through  life,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mager  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
regular  attendants  upon  divine  worship. 
His  family  consisted  of  four  boys  and  two 
girls,  and  they  were  named:  George  J.,  our 


subject;  Madelaine,  who  wedded  John 
Shaffer;  Phillip;  Charles  F.;  Emilie,  the 
wife  of  William  H.  Briggs ; and  Theodore. 
Three  sons  are  dead.  Charles  F.  Mager  was 
a member  of  the  117th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf., 
and  died  in  Balfour  Hospital  on  the  12th 
day  of  July,  1863;  he  was  buried  in  the 
National  Cemetery  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  where 
his  remains  now  rest. 

George  J.  Mager  as  a lad  attended  the 
French  and  German  schools  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  his  native  country,  and  then  through 
the  influence  of  his  last  teacher  secured 
when  but  a youth  a position  where  he  could, 
free  of  charge,  learn  the  art  of  lithographing, 
stone  and  steel  engraving.  This  situation 
was  in  the  large  publishing  house  of  Madame 
Veuve  Levrault  et  Cie  at  Strasbourg.  It 
is  a noteworthy  fact  and  a sure  indication 
of  the  kind  of  material  the  lad  was  made 
of,  that  he  walked  three  miles  every  morning 
and  evening  from  his  home  to  the  publish- 
ing establishment  and  back,  while  learning 
his  art. 

When  the  family  reached  New  York 
City,  Mr.  Mager,  then  a lad  of  only  fifteen 
years,  met,  by  previous  appointment  by  his 
late  teacher,  a former  employee  of  the  Le- 
vrault Co.,  who  offered  him  an  opportunity 
to  go  on  with  his  vocation  in  New  York 
Cit)'.  The  family  would  not  listen  to  leav- 
ing one  of  their  number  alone  in  the  new 
and  strange  city,  so  the  lad  went  along 
with  his  parents  and  brothers  and  sisters  to 
Lewis  County,  and  worked  by  the  side  ot 
his  father  at  the  arduous  labors  involved  in 
clearing  a new  place.  Their  first  dwelling 
was  a rude  old  log  house  to  which  all 
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their  earthly  possessions  were  conveyed  on 
stone  boats,  dragged  by  an  ox  team.  Nearly 
all  their  furniture  was  of  the  simplest 
character,  and  much  of  it  was  hewn  from 
the  primeval  forest.  The  hardships  and 
privations  endured  by  the  family  while 
clearing  the  heavily  timbered  land  were 
many  and  serious,  and  at  this  date  seem 
almost  incredible.  He  also  worked  out  as 
a farm-hand  at  $10.00  per  month.  Because 
he  was  unable  to  do  the  heavy  work  inci- 
dent to  that  kind  of  farming,  he  was  appren- 
ticed when  not  quite  seventeen,  on  January 
24,  1854,  to  David  Mill  to  learn  shoemaking. 
With  him  he  worked  for  three  years,  receiv- 
ing for  the  first  year’s  work  his  board  and 
$20.00,  for  the  second  a cash  remuneration 
of  $30.00,  and  for  the  third  $40.00.  He 
learned  the  trade  in  two  and  one-half  years 
and  on  August  1,  1856,  began  working  at 
his  trade  for  postmaster  George  S.  Case  ol 
Lowville,  N.  Y.,  who  also  ran  a boot  and 
shoe  store,  at  the  salary  of  $10.00  per 
month  and  board.  While  Avorking  on  the 
bench,  he  spent  much  of  his  leisure  time  in 
improving  his  penmanship,  and  in  the  study 
of  La  Langue  Anglaise,  an  English  and 
French  volume  presented  to  him  by  his 
associates  in  the  Levrault  establishment 
before  his  departure  from  France.  This, 
together  with  his  general  deportment  and 
exemplary  habits,  eventually  attracted  the 
attention  ol  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
prominent  merchants  in  that  village,  and  on 
June  4,  1857,  with  shoe-wax  still  clinging  to 
his  hands,  he  was  taken  into  the  dry  goods 
and  grocery  store  of  Hon.  Albert  G.  Dayan 
on  trial  in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  on  a salary 


of  $75.00  per  year  with  board.  At  the  same 
time  another  young  man  was  given  a place 
in  the  same  store,  the  idea  being  to  select  the 
one  who  was  found  to  be  the  most  satisfac- 
tory. Our  subject’s  competitor  had  all  the 
benefits  of  a college  education  and  was  withal 
a bright  young  fellow,  but  at  the  end  of  four 
weeks,  our  subject,  Avho  had  never  attended 
school  in  America,  and  has  not  to  this  day, 
won  the  permanent  position.  Mr.  Mager’s 
advancement  was  steady  and  on  October  12, 
1858,  he  was  made  bookkeeper  and  confi- 
dential man  by  Dayan  & Easton,  as  the 
firm  was  at  that  time  styled.  Much  of 
this  rapid  advancement  and  success  Avas 
due  to  the  assistance  and  encouragement 
given  him  by  the  Avife  of  his  first  employer, 
a noble  and  saintly  woman,  a sister  of  the 
late  Governor  Caleb  Lyon  of  Idaho.  On 
May  11,  1858,  he  united  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  being  confirmed  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Bishop  DeLancey.  He  Avas  made  a Mason 
by  the  LoAvville  Lodge,  No.  134,  F.  & A.  M., 
receiving  the  Master  Mason  degree  January 
13,  1S60.  His  first  vote  was  cast  in  the 
preceding  November  election.  The  Trinity 
Church  of  Lowville  elected  Mr.  Mager  a 
vestryman  April  21,  1862.  In  1866,  he  was 
still  farther  advanced  in  Masonry  by  being 
made  a Royal  Arch  Mason  of  the  NeAv 
Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  47,  R.  A.  M.;  this 
occurred  a*:  OAvego,  N.  Y.,  March  19.  He 
Avas  one  of  the  charter  members  of  LoAvville 
Chapter,  No.  223  of  R.  A.  M.  He  also 
became  a Sir  Knight  of  the  Malta  Com- 
mandery,  No.  21,  Knight  Templars,  at  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  May  18,  1866.  On  the  5th 
day  of  March,  1867,  he  led  to  the  altar 
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Miss  Florilla  B.  Howell,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Electa  Howell,  and  made  her  his 
wife.  One  month  after  this  event,  Mr.  Mager 
formed  a partnership  with  Amasa  S.  Stod- 
dard, and  under  the  firm  name  of  Stoddard 
& Mager  they  opened  a dry  goods  and 
grocery  store  at  Lowville,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
business  prospered  exceedingly  well.  Just 
before  removing  to  Cortland,  Mr.  Mager 
took  a prospecting  tour  to  the  far  West, 
and  during  his  absence  acted  as  correspon- 
dent of  the  Watertown  Daily  Times,  having 
been  furnished  a free  complimentary  pass 
by  the  management  of  that  journal.  Mr. 
Mager  came  to  Cortland  in  1883,  and  with 
Calvin  P.  Walrad  conducted  an  extensive 
dry  goods  and  carpet  business.  Mr  Walrad 
retired  May  17,  1887,  and  the  firm  became 
Mager  & Stoker.  They  continued  together 
until  July  26,  1890,  when  the  name  was 
changed  to  G.  J.  Mager  & Co.  Thus  the 
enterprise  was  conducted  until  the  spring 
of  1897,  when,  after  forty  years’  experience 
in  the  dry  goods  business,  Mr.  Mager  decid- 
ed to  retire,  and  has  since  been  winding  up 
his  mercantile  affairs  as  expeditiously  as  pos- 
sible. Besides  his  work  in  connection  with 
his  own  business  matters,  Mr.  Mager  is  at 
present  the  co-executor  of  the  estate  of  Ben- 
ton B.  Jones,  the  late  publisher  of  the  Cort- 
land Democrat,  a leading  paper  of  this  sec- 
tion. Mr.  Mager  has  always  had  an  aptitude 
for  newspaper  work,  and  quite  frequently 
does  considerable  editorial  writing.  He  was 
at  one  time,  along  with  his  other  duties,  in 
editorial  charge  of  a paper  at  Lowville, 
N.  Y.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  though  he  does  not  in  his  busy 


life  find  much  time  to  devote  to  political 
matters.  As  a citizen,  and  in  the  life  of  the 
community,  Mr.  Mager  has  always  been  a 
potent  factor.  He  has  always  taken  a live 
interest  in  agricultural  affairs,  and  was  at 
one  time  secretary  of  the  Lewis  County 
Agricultural  Society,  and  as  its  representa- 
tive entertained  Gov.  Flower  of  New  York, 
Ex-Gov.  Luce  of  Michigan,  and  Hon.  F.  C. 
Schraub,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for 
New  York  State,  who  were  speakers  at  the 
Fair.  He  is  also  a life  member  of  the  New 
York  State  Agricultural  Society.  In  Ma- 
sonic circles  he  stands,  as  has  been  shown 
before,  very  high,  and  has  held  many  respon- 
sible positions  in  the  order.  He  is  a director 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Cortland,  and  is  a 
member  and  vestryman  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  same  place.  He  was  a very 
active  member  of  the  building  committee  at 
the  time  the  new  church  edifice  was  built. 
He  was  a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Cortland  Opera  House,  and  was  a 
director  of  the  Cortland  and  Homer  R.  R. 
Co.  He  was,  too,  a director  in  the  Cortland 
Omnibus  and  Cab  Co.,  and  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  Cortland  board  of  educa- 
tion. 

All  his  life  through  Mr.  Mager  has  had 
little  leisure.  Events  have  crowded  one  on 
another,  and  he  has  had  the  capacity  and 
ability  to  handle  well  all  that  has  come  in  his 
direction.  He  is  a man  of  very  broad  mind, 
well  supplied  with  funds  of  varied  informa- 
tion. He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  world  in 
its  progress,  and  though  he  saw  the  light 
first  in  a distant  land,  there  exists  nowhere  a 
better  or  more  thorough-going  and  loyal 
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American  in  all  that  that  appellation  implies. 
Handicapped  by  many  adverse  circumstan- 
ces, he  overcame  them  all,  and  in  the  race  of 
life  has  outstripped  many  who  had  a long 
start  ahead  of  him.  All  the  prosperity  which 
he  enjoys  has  come  to  him  fairly  earned,  his 
high  standing  wherever  he  is  known  is  well 
deserved,  and  to-day  he  stands  as  a fair  but 
most  encouraging  example  to  many  young 
men,  who,  with  far  better  prospects  and 
greater  advantages,  have  fallen  aside  in  the 
race  of  honorable  existence.  Through  pa- 
tience, economy  and  perseverance  he  has 
risen,  single-handed  and  alone,  from  abject 
poverty  and  obscurity  to  a fair  competence 
and  a life  of  usefulness  and  prominence  rare- 
ly excelled  under  like  conditions.  To  his 
many  friends  and  well-wishers  it  will  be  a 
decided  pleasure  to  view  Mr.  Mager’s  por- 
trait, which  appears  on  a preceding  page  in 
proximity  to  this. 


| M.  KELLOGG  conducts  the  lead- 
r^l  ing  hardware  store  of  the  village 

-L  v --  of  Cortland,  and  is  at  t"he  same 

time  one  of  the  best  known  and  best  liked 
of  the  citizens  of  that  thriving  and  indus- 
trious community.  For  over  twenty  years 
he  has  been  an  extensive  dealer  in  shelf 
and  heavy  hardware,  house  furnishing  goods 
and  tinware,  together  with  the  thousand  and 
one  things  which  go  to  make  up  the  stock 
of  an  up-to-date  general  hardware  store. 
He  has  a very  fine  and  spacious  place  of 
business,  completely  equipped  and  fitted  for 
carrying  on  his  enterprise,  and  has  made  a 


most  enviable  record  in  introducing  some  of 
the  specialties  which  he  handles.  Especially 
is  this  true  in  his  line  of  stoves,  of  which 
he  has  the  exclusive  agency  for  the  cele- 
brated “Garland”  make,  and  has  also  the 
Dockash  and  the  Magee.  A plumbing  and 
gas-fitting  department  is  also  carried  on  in 
connection  with  the  other  business. 

Mr.  Kellogg  was  born  in  Williams- 
town,  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a 
son  of  Jeremiah  Kellogg  who  at  one  time 
was  a well  known  expert  in  the  art  of 
carding,  weaving  and  dressing  of  wool-stuffs. 
He  was  also  the  author  of  a very  valuable 
booklet,  which  set  forth  his  methods  of 
handling  materials  in  all  of  the  above  pro- 
cesses, and  he  was  considered  by  men  of 
discriminating  judgment  to  be  a standard 
authority.  The  father  of  our  subject  spent 
his  life  at  Williamstown  and  Pulaski  in 
Oswego  County,  and  later  lived  at  Caze- 
novia,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  His  health 
failing,  he  decided  to  go  to  Swartout,  Polk 
County,  Texas,  where  he  hoped  to  win  back 
his  former  strength  and  health.  He  set  out 
for  that  destination  in  1852  via  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  the 
Red  River,  when  he  was  taken  seriously 
ill.  To  avoid  the  yellow  fever,  which  was 
raging  down  the  river,  and  which  in  his 
weakened  and  enervated  condition  he 
dreaded,  he  bought  a team  and  set  out  for  his 
destination  overland.  He  completed  the 
trip,  but  arrived  at  his  journey’s  end  on  a 
mattress  more  dead  than  alive.  He  lived 
but  a short  time,  and  his  remains  were  sent 
back  to  Cortland  for  interment.  His  aere 
at  the  time  of  his  demise  was  fifty-five. 
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He  had  married  Eunice  Dodge,  daughter  of 
Amasa  Dodge  ; she  was  a native  ot  Herkimer 
County,  but  had  come  to  Cazenovia  with 
her  parents.  She  was  born  in  1808  and 
lived  a long  life,  dying  in  1892.  These 
children  were  born  to  our  subject’s  parents : 
Francis  C.;  Horace  W.;  William  L.;  Sarah 
L.;  and  Henry  M.,  the  subject  of  this 
writing. 

The  latter  was  given  a good  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  at  Cortland 
Academy.  He  began  life  as  a school- 
teacher, being  employed  at  Fremont,  Ohio. 
He  then  took  to  railroading,  and  was  a 
fireman  on  the  Little  Miami  R.  R.,  running 
out  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  It  is  a noteworthy 
fact  that  when  Lincoln,  after  his  election  to 
the  Presidency,  journeyed  to  Washington  to 
assume  the  power  and  responsibility  of  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  land,  our  subject 
fired  the  engine  which  drew  the  special 
over  a part  of  the  distance.  When  Fort 
Sumter  was  fired  on,  Mr.  Kellogg  almost 
immediately  enlisted  in  the  Union  service. 
He  entered  the  army  April  20,  1861,  and 
joined  Co.  G,  5th  Reg.,  Ohio  Vol.  Inf. 
When  his  first  short  time  enlistment  expired, 
he  re-enlisted  in  Co.  G,  55th  Reg.,  Ohio 
Vol.  Inf.,  under  the  command  of  John 
C.  Lee,  and  with  this  company  served 
through  the  war,  being  honorably  discharged 
May  31,  1865.  That  Mr.  Kellogg’s  war 
record  was  of  the  best,  both  his  long  ser- 
vice and  the  testimony  of  his  comrades  in 
arms  bear  witness  to.  He  was  unscathed 
by  bullets,  but  is  minus  the  sense  of  hearing 
in  one  ear,  a loss  which  he  does  not 
seriously  regret  in  view  of  the  outcome  of 


the  struggle.  After  the  war,  Mr.  Kellogg 
in  company  with  Capt.  L.  T.  Stewart  formed 
a partnership  under  the  style  of  Stewart  & 
Co.,  and  conducted  a grocery  business  at 
Savannah,  Ga.  In  this  line  of  trade  our 
subject  spent  two  years,  and  was  then  ap- 
pointed a government  agent  to  care  for  the 
claims  for  the  loss  of  property  in  the  South, 
occasioned  by  the  war.  He  held  this  po- 
sition for  two  years,  then  came  back  to  the 
North,  and  located  at  McGrawville,  this 
county,  entering  upon  a dry  goods  business 
with  W.  W.  Alton,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Alton  & Kellogg.  In  1868  Mr.  Kellogg  sold 
out  his  interests  in  McGrawville  and  moved 
back  to  Savannah,  where  he  accepted  an  ap- 
pointment as  book-keeper  for  the  Georgia 
Central  R.  R.  Co.,  and  as  accountant  in  the 
LInited  States  Custom  House,  Savannah, 
Georgia,  for  three  years.  This  position  he  re- 
signed in  1871,  and  coming  to  Cortland,  N.  Y., 
became  the  partner  of  D.  C.  Cloves  in  the 
grocery  business  as  Cloyes  & Kellogg.  In 
1876  he  sold  his  grocery  business,  and 
with  Frank  Place  he  began  the  present 
hardware  trade.  Mr.  Place  remained  in  the 
firm  until  1881,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to 
his  partner.  This  business  has  grown,  as 
has  been  stated  above,  until  it  is  now  the 
largest  in  this  section.  Mr.  Kellogg  enjoys 
to  the  extreme  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  large  wholesale  concerns  all  over 
this  country,  so  that  his  trade  facilities  are 
of  the  best.  His  hundreds  of  customers 
appreciate  his  abilities  as  a buyer,  and 
throw  their  trade  to  him  accordingly.  He 
deals  in  goods  of  the  better  grade,  and  is 
a splended  judge  of  real  values. 
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Mr.  Kellogg  married  his  wife  in  the  South. 
She  was  Miss  Ella  Quantock,  daughter  of 
James  Quantock  of  Savannah,  Georgia. 
Mr.  Quantock  was  a gentleman  of  English 
descent,  and  during  his  life  was  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  lumber  in  Savannah.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kellogg  have  had  three  children 
born  to  them : Florence  D.,  who  wedded 
Mr.  J.  C.  Puder  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  and 
has  one  child,  Elenor ; James  H.,  who  was 
finishing  his  last  term  and  ready  to  graduate 
from  the  Cortland  Normal  School,  in  1888, 
and  at  seventeen  years  of  age  was  just 
about  entering  upon  a course  at  Syracuse 
University,  when  death  claimed  him  ; and 
Carrie  Rene,  now  a student  in  the  Cortland 
Normal  School.  The  death  of  the  only  son 
was  a very  sad  blow  to  his  parents  and  his 
many  friends.  Though  quite  young  in  years, 
he  was  one  of  the  most  promising  youths 
of  the  village ; bright,  clever,  and  a fine 
musician  he  was  loved  by  all.  The  imme- 
diate cause  of  his  untimely  decease  Avas  an 
acute  attack  of  peritonitis,  which  baffled  the 
physicians’  skill. 

Mr.  Kellogg  is  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  of  Cortland,  and  has  been  one  of 
its  trustees  for  fourteen  years.  He  is  a 
very  busy  worker  in  Sunday  School  affairs, 
being  a great  friend  of  all  the  children. 
In  fraternal  matters,  Mr.  Kellogg  affiliates 
with  the  Masonic  Order,  and  is  of  the  O. 
U.  A.  M.  He  is  a comrade  and  past  com- 
mander of  Grover  Post,  No.  98,  G.  A.  R., 
and  the  local  camp  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
is  styled  the  James  H.  Kellogg  Camp  in 
honor  of  the  son  who  died.  Mr.  Kellogg 
has  for  several  years  been  one  of  the  rail- 


road commissioners  of  his  town,  and  has 
charge  of  accounts  that  cover  $250,000.00 
worth  of  bonds,  issued  in  aid  of  the  Ithaca 
& Cortland  and  the  Utica,  Chenango  & 
Cortland  railroads.  He  is  also  secretary 
of  the  Erie  & Central  New  York  R.  R. 
He  is  a director  of  the  Cortland  National 
Bank,  and  has  valuable  holdings  in  other 
local  institutions.  His  beautiful  home  ever 
accords  a hearty  welcome  to  his  many 
friends,  and  all  his  circumstances  and  sur- 
roundings are  of  the  most  desirable  kind. 
In  personal  affairs,  Mr.  Kellogg  is  exceed- 
ingly genial  and  enjoys  the  height  of  popu- 
larity. As  a business  man  he  is  broad  and 
liberal,  yet  shrewd  and  far  seeing  as  well. 
He  is  a good  financier  and  manager,  as  his 
OAvn  prosperity  gives  good  evidence. 


Y^)T  O.  JEWETT,  M.  D.  The  family  of 
r^-j  . Dr.  Jewett  is  of  Norman  origin. 
-L3  V „ His  ancestors  emigrated  from  the 
North  of  England  and  settled  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Massachusetts  about  the  middle  of 
the  Seventeenth  Century.  His  grandfather 
was  Stephen  Jewett,  a native  of  the  Bay 
State,  and  his  father  was  Walter  Jewett,  who 
had  two  older  brothers,  who  served  through 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  a younger 
brother,  the  Rev.  Stephen  Jewett  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  whose  son,  Dr.  Pliny  A.  Jew- 
ett, was  a professor  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Yale  College,  and  afterward  a sur- 
geon in  the  LInion  Army  during  the  Rebel- 
lion. 

Walter  Jewett  married  Betsey  Rockwell, 
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and  removed  from  Lanesborough,  Mass.,  to 
the  town  of  Lebanon,  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
in  June,  1806,  where  he  purchased  a densely 
timbered  farm,  most  of  which  he  eventually 
cleared  with  his  own  hands.  He  afterwards 
bought  more  property,  until  his  possessions 
embraced  an  area  of  nearly  three  hundred 
acres.  Seven  daughters  and  two  sons  were 
born  on  the  homestead,  of  whom  Dr.  Jewett 
was  the  youngest  but  one,  a sister,  who  died 
in  childhood.  All  the  rest  of  the  family 
grew  to  adult  life,  and  five  of  them  reached 
an  advanced  age.  Our  subject’s  father 
built  a school-house  on  his  own  premises, 
where  his  own  and  some  neighboring  chil- 
dren obtained  their  education,  for  the  nearest 
district  school  was  quite  distant.  In  order  to 
secure  better  educational  advantages  for  his 
family,  Mr.  Jewett  removed  to  the  town  of 
Homer  in  the  spring  of  1832,  and  purchased 
the  farm,  a part  of  which  is  occupied  by 
Glenwood  Cemetery,  a half  mile  west  of 
Homer  village. 

Dr.  Jewett  obtained  his  academical  training 
at  the  Cortland  Academy  (in  Homer)  under 
the  supervision  of  Prof.  Samuel  B.  Wool- 
worth.  To  further  perfect  his  education,  he 
spent  three  years  alternating  study  with 
teaching  school.  In  1839,  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Shipman,  still  alternating 
the  study  of  medicine  with  school  teaching, 
the  latter  occupation  being  pursued  in  order 
to  obtain  means  wherewith  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  his  lecture  courses.  Much  of  the 
time  he  devoted  fifteen  of  the  twenty-four 
hours  to  study  and  teaching,  a severe  mental 
strain,  which  he  deemed  necessary  for  the 
attainment  of  his  object.  He  attended  the 


first  two  courses  of  lectures  delivered  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
New  York  City,  and  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  March,  1843. 

The  two  instructors  whom  Dr.  Jewett  has 
ever  held  in  most  grateful  remembrance  were 
Prof.  Woolworth  of  Homer,  N.  Y.,  and  Prof. 
Martyn  Paine  of  the  New  York  University. 
Dr.  Paine  was  his  oracle — in  him  he  saw  only 
what  was  wise  and  noble  and  generous.  In 
alluding  to  him,  his  favorite  exclamation  has 
been — “How  wise  and  good  he  was!”  Dr. 
Paine  proffered  him  the  use  of  his  private 
office  and  library,  giving  him  many  valuable 
books  and  much  good  advice,  altogether  giv- 
ing him  to  understand  that  he  was  a favorite 
student,  which  proved  a salutary  stimulus  to 
our  subject’s  ambition. 

After  graduating,  Dr.  Jewett  practiced  a 
few  weeks  with  his  preceptor  in  Cortland, 
and  then  located  at  Summer  Hill,  where  he 
engaged  at  once  in  a full,  laborious  and  ver- 
satile practice,  without  any  local  competition. 
In  1849,  he  came  to  Cortland,  where  he  was 
in  active  practice  until  failing  health  began 
to  admonish  him  to  retire  from  arduous  labor. 
For  nearly  fifty  years  it  has  been  his  rule 
never  to  refuse  a call  to  which  he  could 
attend,  regardless  of  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  the  condition  of  the  roads,  the  time 
of  day  or  night,  or  the  circumstances  of  his 
patrons.  His  rides  in  answer  to  calls  for 
medical  assistance  have  been  in  all  directions, 
and  embrace  a territory,  throughout  which 
the  highwaj's  and  byways  are  as  familiar  to 
him  by  night  as  by  da)r.  It  is  believed  that 
he  has  traveled  as  many  miles,  responded  to 
as  many  night  calls,  and  buffeted  more  storms 
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and  struggled  through  more  snow  drifts  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  vocation  than  any  other 
practitioner  in  this  vicinity  in  his  time. 
Much  of  his  reading  has  been  accomplished 
by  night,  or  while  riding  in  his  carriage  by 
day.  He  was  very  fond  of  intelligent,  faith- 
ful horses,  that  would  learn  to  appreciate  his 
kindness,  and  has  enjoyed  many  a comfort- 
able nap  in  his  carriage  behind  a sagacious 
horse  that  knew  his  duty  well,  and  would 
stop  without  a bidding  if  a mishap  occurred. 

The  Doctor  has  never  meddled  with  poli- 
tics, or  sought  political  preferment,  and  never 
engaged  in  enterprises  outside  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  has  seldom  enjoyed  a vacation  or 
been  absent  from  his  duties,  confining  himself 
strictly  to  the  practical  requirements  of  his 
calling.  He  has  been  for  many  years  a mem- 
ber of  his  County  Society,  and  has  been  sev- 
eral times  a delegate  to  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society.  He  is  a member  of  the 
National  Medical  Association,  and  also  of  the 
New  York  Medico- Legal  Society.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Association,  was  for  several  years 
one  of  its  council,  vice-president,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Third  Branch  of  the  Association. 
He  has  occasionally  contributed  to  medical 
literature  in  the  professional  journals,  and 
furnished  some  practical  papers  for  publica- 
tion in  the  transactions  of  the  different  medi- 
cal societies. 

Like  most  of  the  older  practitioners  of 
medicine,  he  has  been  indulgent  to  the  poor, 
and  altogether  too  lenient  with  many  who 
were  well  able  to  pay.  Otherwise,  he  would 
have  some  time  ago  been  possessed  of  an 
ample  fortune.  He  is  the  oldest  physician  in 
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Cortland  County,  and  now  only  retires  from 
practice  under  the  stress  of  declining  health 
and  strength.  Like  so  many  others  in  his 
profession,  excellence  in  practice,  rather  than 
the  fee,  appeared  to  be  his  chief  aim.  Dr. 
Jewett  was  accurate  in  diagnosis  and  safe  in 
operating.  He  was  cautious  and  conserva- 
tive in  all  his  treatment,  striving  to  work  in 
harmony  with  the  curative  efforts  of  nature. 
He  often  spoke  of  recoveries,  but  not  as  cures. 
Having  been  the  family  physician  of  a large 
number  of  the  older  inhabitants  of  the  vicin- 
ity, he  was  proverbially  kind  and  attentive  to 
the  sick,  rich  and  poor  alike,  oftentimes  with- 
out any  hope  of  reward,  save  only  Heaven’s 
“ Well  done  ! ” 

Dr.  Jewett’s  family  consists  of  a wife  and 
two  sons — one  son,  G.  S.  P.  Jewett,  a mer- 
chant in  Utica  ; the  other,  A.  M.  Jewett,  the 
jeweler  in  Cortland.  Both  enjoy  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  community  around 
them. 

As  the  oldest  and  most  representative  phy- 
sician in  Cortland  County,  whose  life  has  been 
one  uninterrupted  season  of  doing  good,  it 
gives  us  pleasure  to  present  our  subject’s 
portrait  on  a preceding  page  in  proximity  to 
this. 


SCAR  PERES  MINER.  The  office 
of  superintendent  of  the  poor  is 
burdened  with  the  deepest  respon- 
sibilities, both  from  a financial  and  moral 
standpoint,  and  it  has  been  common  experi- 
ence that  this  important  count)7  office, 
which  plays  so  important  a part  in  the 
daily  life  of  a large  number  of  people  whom 
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fate  has  made  to  suffer  and  toil  in  poverty 
and  distress,  is  often  given  over  to  the  keep- 
ing of  some  practical  politician,  ignorant  of 
business  methods  excepting  such  as  relate 
to  enriching  himself,  who  thereupon  pro- 
ceeds to  line  his  own  nest  with  what  was 
intended  for  the  worthy  poor.  But  in  Mr. 
Miner,  Cortland  County  has  a gentleman, 
who  has  in  every  way  met  all  expectations, 
whose  record  in  office  is  clean,  and  whose 
business  abilities  cannot  be  questioned.  Be- 
fore becoming  superintendent  of  the  poor, 
he  was  not  wholly  unacquainted  with  public 
office,  for  he  had  served  ten  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  as  supervisor  five  years,  and 
as  justice  of  sessions  one  term  while  a re- 
sident of  Taylor  township.  He  was  elected 
to  his  present  office  in  November,  1894,  and 
very  soon  afterwards  removed  from  his 
farm  to  the  village,  so  as  to  be  better  able 
to  discharge  his  duties. 

Mr.  Miner  was  born  March  28,  1841,  in 
Spafford,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
a son  of  Peres  and  Lucia  (Norton)  Miner. 
Our  subject’s  father  came  from  the  east, 
from  the  New  England  States  in  all  proba- 
bility, and  settled  in  Onondaga  County, 
where  he  owned  and  conducted  a choice 
medium  farm.  He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
one  of  lung-fever,  and  was  rejoined  on  the 
other  shore  by  his  wife  a few  years  later. 
Their  children  were:  Laura,  who  married 
John  P.  Taft;  Adaline  E.,  who  married 
Chandler  B.  Heath  of  Truxton,  now  de- 
ceased ; Seymour,  who  wedded  Aurelia  At- 
water ; George  W.,  who  married  Phebe  P. 
Potter;  O.  P.,  our  subject;  and  Amelia  L., 
who  became  the  wife  of  I.  P.  Brown,  de- 


ceased. Our  subject  attended  the  Cortland 
Academy,  and  taught  school  winters,  and 
with  his  own  efforts  was  preparing  himself 
for  college  and  a professional  career,  when 
the  war  broke  out.  Quick  to  volunteer  in 
the  service  of  the  threatened  Unibn,  he  en- 
listed in  1861,  in  Co.  D,  76th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol. 
Inf.,  and  served  until  April,  1S64,  being  pres- 
ent and  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Sulphur 
Springs,  Gainesville,  Second  Bull  Run,  and 
South  Mountain ; he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged for  disability  April  18,  1864.  On 
his  return  from  the  front,  he  bought  a farm 
in  the  town  of  Taylor,  Cortland  County,  of 
120  acres,  formerly  known  as  the  J.  P. 
Brown  farm.  Mr.  Miner  in  his  manage- 
ment of  this  fine  farm  has  given  abundant 
evidence  of  his  sterling:  abilities  and  enter- 
prise,  with  a readiness  to  adopt  whatever 
commends  itself  to  his  best  judgment  as  an 
article  of  worth  and  value,  likely  to  be  of  ser- 
vice to  him.  He  has  built  new  barns,  remod- 
eled and  enlarged  the  house,  and  improved 
the  land  until  it  is  unquestionably  one  of 
the  very  best  in  Taylor  township.  In  all 
respects,  Mr.  Miner  must  be  classed  as  a 
model  and  successful  farmer.  His  present 
residence,  as  has  been  noted  before,  is  in 
Cortland  village,  the  better  to  attend  to  his 
duties  as  superintendent  of  the  county’s 
poor. 

Mr.  Miner  married  Miss  Julia  M.  Bentley, 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Loranda  (Bennett) 
Bentley.  Joshua  Bentley  moved  to  this 
part  of  the  state  when  a young  man,  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Taylor,  Cortland 
County,  where  he  very  successfully  followed 
his  vocation  of  an  agriculturist,  and  was 
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much  esteemed  as  a self-made  man  of  splen- 
did ability  and  fruitful  resources.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  but  his  wife  is 
still  living.  Of  their  two  children,  Myron, 
the  elder,  died  in  youth,  and  Julia  M.  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  Floyd  B.,  the  eldest 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miner,  married  Miss 
Mary  Corning.  He  is  a graduate  in  the 
classical  course'  of  the  Cortland  State  Nor- 
mal School,  class  '93,  and  is  a reporter  for 
the  Cortland  Standard.  Carroll  P.  is  a 
graduate  also  of  the  Normal  in  the  classical 
course,  class  ’95,  and  is  following  the  pro- 
fession of  a teacher.  Besides  being  an  active 
member  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  Mr.  Miner  is 
adjutant  of  Grover  Post,  No.  98,  G.  A.  R., 
and  is  a member  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M. 


/IsTec 


EORGE  B.  JONES,  Esq,  the  Nestor 
of  the  Cortland  County  bar,  is  a 
resident  of  Cortland,  but  his  name  and  rep- 
utation are  well  known  throughout  Central 
New  York.  The  legal  fraternity  of  Cort- 
land County  has  on  its  honor  roll  many 
names  of  men,  good  and  true,  but  there  is 
none  more  deservingly  inscribed  thereon 
than  that  ot  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Jones  comes  of  sturclj7  Welsh  and 
English  stock,  transplanted  first  to  the  green 
hills  of  Vermont,  and  then  to  Cortland’s  fair 
environs.  Charles  Jones  was  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  and  he  left  a name  that  will 
ever  be  cherished  by  his  descendants.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen,  before  the  echo  of  the 
muskets  fired  at  Lexington  and  Concord  had 
died  away,  he  left  his  home,  and  cast  in  his 


fortune  with  the  gathering  colonial  troops, 
becoming  one  of  Washington’s  aides.  Not 
long  after  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken 
prisoner,  and  like  many  other  poor  mor- 
tals, he  was  shut  down  under  the  decks 
of  a British  vessel.  More  intrepid  than  his 
wretched  companions,  under  cover  of  the 
night,  he  threw  himself  into  the  sea,  and 
swam  four  miles  to  the  nearest  land.  He 
reached  the  shore  in  a sorry  plight,  being 
divested  of  all  garments,  except  shirt  and 
trousers,  and  in  a very  exhausted  condition. 
He  at  last  arrived  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  found  a friend,  who  supplied  him  with  a 
coat,  and  another  who  gave  him  a small  sum 
of  money,  with  which  equipment  he  trudged 
back  to  his  home  among  the  Green  Moun- 
tains. He  married  a Miss  Joy,  who  bore  him 
eleven  children,  by  name:  Joshua;  Squire; 
Warren:  Simeon;  Charles,  Jr.;  Lovell;  Wil- 
liam ; Mrs.  Brandley ; Betsey  ; Polly  ; and 
Leafy.  After  he  had  reared  his  family  he 
migrated  to  Nelson,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  for  a time  : then  moved 
to  De  Ruyter,  Madison  County,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty. 

Squire  Jones,  son  of  the  preceding,  and 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Poultney, 
Vermont,  where  he  spent  his  younger  days. 
While  a young  man  he  went  to  Albany,  and 
began  the  study  of  tnedicine  with  Dr.  Barth- 
rup,  and  also  attended  the  Medical  College 
of  New  York  City.  Graduating,  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  in  Hillsdale, 
N.  Y.,  and  followed  the  medical  profession 
there  for  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
period,  he  purchased  a farm  in  Homer,  Cort- 
land County,  to  which  he  removed,  and  there 
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spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  practicing 
his  profession  and  devoting  his  extra  time  to 
agricultural  duties.  His  wife,  Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Bushnell,  ot  Hillsdale,  N.  Y., 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-six,  while  her  hus- 
band died  at  seventy-six.  Their  children 
were:  George  B.,  our  subject ; Walter;  Wil- 
liam ; Julia  (Staat) ; and  Benton  B. 

George  B.  Jones  was  born  in  Hillsdale, 
N.  Y.,  January  31,  1821,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  at  Cazenovia  Seminary  and 
Homer  Academy.  He  studied  law  with  Hon. 
Josiah  Sutherland,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1848.  His  first  field 
of  practice  was  at  McGrawville,  Cortland 
County,  where  he  remained  nine  years.  He 
then  came  to  Cortland,  the  county  seat,  and 
has  there  since  resided,  successfully  prose- 
cuting the  diversified  duties  of  his  profession. 
Mr.  Jones  is  a strong  Republican.  He  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Gen.  John  C.  Fremont,  and 
from  that  time  has  been  a hard  and  un- 
compromising worker  for  his  party.  In  his 
younger  days  he  was  an  especially  read}' 
and  talented  speaker,  and  as  a stump  orator 
and  political  lecturer  enjoyed  great  popu- 
larity. He  made  many  speeches  through 
Cortland  and  the  adjoining  counties,  and  his 
active  influence  was  a great  factor  in  the 
advancement  of  his  party  to  political  power. 
The  people  of  Cortland  County  recognized 
Mr.  Jones’  capacities  by  making  him  district 
attorney  for  two  terms.  He  has  also  served 
them  as  loan  commissioner,  as  excise  commis- 
sioner, and  as  justice  of  the  peace.  In  1849, 
he  wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Foster,  and  to 
them  was  given  one  son,  George  F.  Jones. 


Our  subject  is  active  in  religious  as  well  as 
secular  life,  and  is  at  the  present  writing  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
has  led  a long,  a busy,  and  a successful  life, 
which  has  won  for  him  the  love,  the  esteem, 
and  the  respect  of  all  who  have  come  into 
friendly  contact  with  him. 


-ERBERT  L.  SMITH,  Cashier  of  the 
Second  National  Bank  of  Cortland, 
was  born  at  North  Adams,  Mass., 
December  23,  1867.  He  is  a son  of  Benjamin 
and  Emily  (Hall)  Smith. 

Benjamin  Smith  was  reared  in  Weston, 
Middlesex  County,  Mass.,  where  he  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  after 
which  he  learned  the  trade  of  a miller,  work- 
ing at  North  Adams,  Mass.,  a short  time.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
some  years,  and  in  1872  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  brooms  in  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  which  oc- 
cupation he  still  pursues.  Politically,  he  is 
an  avowed  Republican.  He  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Emily  Hall,  and  as  a re- 
sult of  this  union  three  children  were  born 
to  them : Florence,  deceased ; Ida,  wife  of 
the  late  Charles  Whitman  ; and  Herbert  L., 
the  subject  ol  this  sketch. 

Herbert  L.  Smith  took  an  academical 
course  in  the  Cortland  State  Normal  School, 
and  then  entered  the  Second  National  Bank 
of  Cortland  as  clerk.  In  1892  he  was  pro- 
moted to  teller,  and  held  the  position  up  to 
January  11,  1898,  when  he  was  appointed 
cashier.  He  also  conducts  a general  dairy 
supply  business,  and  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
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facture  of  the  Champion  Milk  Coolers,  the 
establishment  being  located  in  Cortland,  N.  Y. 

Politically,  Mr.  Smith  is  a staunch  Repub- 
lican. In  religious  views  he  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  an  active 
and  true  Christian.  He  took  for  his  life  com- 
panion Miss  Adeline  Bennett,  daughter  of  A. 
H.  Bennett  of  Homer,  N.  Y.  They  are  the 
happy  parents  of  three  children:  Vernon  B., 
Emma  C.,  and  Florence  R.  Mr.  Smith  is  one 
of  Cortland’s  active  young  business  men,  and 
has  well  sustained  the  character  of  an  upright 
man  and  honest  citizen. 


/ ^ ILES  CHITTENDEN,  JR.,  now  de- 
ceased,  whose  portrait  appears  on 
the  opposite  page,  was  in  his  life-time  one  of 
the  sterling  merchants  of  Cortland  County. 
He  lived  out  a long  and  useful  life,  every  act 
of  which  was  marked  by  such  innate  honesty 
of  purpose  and  by  such  strict  adherence  to 
the  highest  principles  of  probity,  that  he  left 
a name  that  is  honored,  and  influences  which 
are  even  now  felt,  in  his  chosen  community. 

Mr.  Chittenden  was  born  in  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  November  21,  1800.  His  father  was 
a bearer  of  the  same  given  name,  and  his 
mother  was  Lavinia  Todd  (Baldwin)  Chit- 
tenden ; both  of  them  were  natives  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  Giles  Chittenden,  Sr., 
was  taken  by  death  before  the  birth  of  the 
son  who  was  named  in  memory  of  him. 
The  widowed  mother  kept  her  son — the  sub- 
ject of  this  history— with  her  till  he  was  ten 
years  of  age,  making  her  home  a part  of  the 
time  in  Chatham,  N.  Y.  In  1810  she  took 


him  to  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  and  placed  him  in  the 
care  of  a good  Quaker  family,  that  he  might 
have  the  advantages  of  study  in  the  academy 
of  that  place,  while  she  went  to  Greene,  Che- 
nango County,  N.  Y.,  to  live  with  Israel 
Baldwin  (her  son  by  a former  marriage). 
Giles  remained  in  Hudson  four  years,  spend- 
ing the  last  two  summers  in  work  for  his 
board.  When  fourteen  he  joined  his  mother 
in  Greene  and  entered  his  half-brother’s 
store  as  clerk.  T wo  years  later  a merchant 
in  Greene  started  a branch  store  in  Lisle  and 
put  young  Chittenden  in  charge  of  it.  At 
the  end  of  a year  he  was  offered  a position  as 
teller  in  the  Chenango  Bank,  at  Norwich, 
which  he  accepted  and  filled  for  nearly  three 
years. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  he  struck  out  for 
himself  in  a mercantile  career,  putting  in 
what  money  he  had,  together  with  some  bor- 
rowed capital.  By  economical  and  careful 
management,  this  indebtedness  was  very 
soon  cleared  away  and  he  began  to  prosper, 
and  his  prospects  began  to  take  on  a roseate 
hue.  His  line  of  trade  covered  general  mer- 
chandise, and  he  had  for  a silent  partner  a Mr. 
Fenton,  brother  of  Gov.  R.  E.  Fenton.  Mr. 
Chittenden  remained  in  Norwich  for  seven 
years,  during  which  period  he  built  up  the 
largest  mercantile  enterprises  of  the  village. 
In  1824,  having  a fine  offer  for  his  store  and 
goods,  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Homer, 
where  he  made  a home  for  his  mother  and 
established  himself  anew  in  business.  He 
continued  thus  until  1837,  when  he  brought 
his  successful  business  career  to  a close,  and 
retired  to  less  active  pursuits.  Mr.  Chitten- 
den was  an  extremely  honest  man.  That  he 
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might  know  just  how  he  stood  with  the 
world,  he  was  accustomed  to  take  an  invoice 
of  his  stock  every  quarter,  while  working  on 
borrowed  capital.  He  watched  carefully 
every  chance  for  loss  or  waste  of  whatever 
description,  and  knew  always  just  how  his 
business  was  prospering,  and  how  much  pro- 
gress was  made  from  time  to  time. 

With  all  his  economical  business  methods, 
he  was  a liberal  man,  though  so  modest  that 
few  outside  of  his  family  and  the  recipients 
of  his  gifts  knew  of  his  benefactions. 

It  was  largely  on  account  of  his  failing 
health  that  he  retired  from  active  business. 
A notable  feature  of  his  life  was  his  great 
care  for  and  devotion  to  his  mother,  and 
after  relinquishing  mercantile  pursuits  it  was 
his  greatest  pleasure  to  minister  to  the  wants 
of  his  invalid  family,  and  especially  to  give  a 
large  amount  of  personal  attention  to  his 
mother  in  her  declining  years. 

Mr.  Chittenden  was  always  a loyal  citizen. 
Politically,  his  sympathies  were  on  the  Whig 
and  the  Republican  side.  He  was  for  six- 
teen years  a justice  of  the  peace.  He  was 
such  a counsellor  of  peaceful  settlements  of  all 
controversies  brought  to  his  attention,  that  a 
lawyer  once  remarked  that  he  would  be  glad 
when  ’Squire  Chittenden  was  out  of  office, 
for  the  lawyers  were  starving  to  death.  As 
a supervisor  he  served  his  town  three  terms, 
and  was  an  influential  member  of  the  board. 
He  was  also  a trustee  of  the  Homer  Acade- 
my from  1853  until  1873. 

He  married  his  first  wife,  Samantha  Mc- 
Whorter, in  1836.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Dr.  John  McWhorter,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Cincinnatus,  Cortland  County.  She  died 


in  1838  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Lavinia,  who  still  resides  in 
Homer,  N.  Y.  The  second  wife  was  Mary 
Ann  McWhorter,  a sister  of  his  first  wife. 
She  lived  only  a few  years,  dying  in  1842  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight,  and  leaving  one 
daughter,  Catharine.  In  1848  Mr.  Chitten- 
den married  a third  time,  the  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Olivia  (Munson)  Penny,  who  lived 
until  March,  1893,  when  she  passed  away  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years.  The 
beloved  mother  of  our  subject  attained  the 
ripe  age  of  seventy-five  years,  departing  this 
life  in  the  year  1843.  Mr.  Chittenden’s  life 
was  terminated  by  the  grim  reaper,  Death, 
on  the  fifth  day  of  May,  1885,  and  he  was 
borne  to  his  last  resting-place,  mourned  by 
his  two  surviving  daughters,  his  wife,  and  a 
large  circle  of  friends,  whom  his  honorable 
life  had  brought  to  him. 


L>f  RANCIS  H.  COBB  is  well  known 
Jjb  among  the  residents  of  the  village  of 
Cortland  as  the  senior  member  of  F.  H. 
Cobb  & Co.,  wholesale  dealers  in  fruits, 
candies  and  tobaccos,  located  on  Railroad 
Street.  He  is  thoroughly  familiar  in  all  the 
departments  of  his  business,  for  he  has  been 
engaged  in  it  for  the  past  twenty-five  years, 
in  which  time  he  has  won  the  patronage 
of  a large  and  desirable  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, and  has  made  his  business  a success 
in  every  way. 

His  father,  Chester  Cobb,  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  the  “Granite  State,”  in 
whose  common  schools  he  obtained  the  ru- 
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diments  of  his  education.  When  a young 
man  he  removed  to  Homer  township,  Cort- 
land County,  and  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits throughout  his  life,  which,  however, 
terminated  when  our  subject  was  a boy  of 
eight  years,  on  April  4,  1859.  In  his 
political  views,  Chester  Cobb  was  a Re- 
publican. He  was  an  upright,  Christian 
gentleman,  and  was  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Homer,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Juliett  Fairbanks,  died  in  1896.  The  children 
in  the  parental  family  were  three  in  number: 
Alice  Louisa,  born  at  Scott,  December  7, 
1846,  married  Joab  Price,  March  1,  1865,  and 
lives  with  her  husband  at  Kalkaska,  North- 
ern Michigan ; Marietta,  born  August  4, 
1849,  at  Scott,  graduated  from  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Cortland,  and  is  teaching 
in  the  high  school  of  Oakland,  Cal.;  and 
Francis  H.,  the  subject  of  this  personal 
notice,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  town  of 
Homer,  Cortland  County,  February  22,  1851, 
and  who  grew  up  in  the  country,  attending 
the  district  schools,  and  working  at  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  he  became  of  age.  When 
twenty-one  years  old,  he  engaged  in  the 
bakery  and  confectionery  business  in  the 
village  of  Cortland,  and  his  success  and  the 
increased  demands  on  his  business,  made  by 
the  growth  of  the  village,  encouraged  him 
to  remove  in  1892  to  his  present  location 
on  Railroad  Street.  The  business,  which  he 
has  built  up  by  his  own  efforts  and  by  the 
unvarying  excellence  of  his  goods,  is  a large 
and  lucrative  one,  and  he  merits  every  bit 
of  the  success  that  has  come  to  him.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  his  politics,  and  has  served 


as  a village  trustee  and  as  president  of  the 
village  of  Cortland ; at  present  he  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  sewer  commission- 
ers of  the  village.  Mr.  Cobb  is  popular, 
well-liked,  and  has  a host  of  friends,  many 
of  whom  with  him  are  members  of  the 
local  lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order.  At  the 
Baptist  Church  he  is  a constant  and  reg- 
ular attendant.  On  October  3,  1877,  Mr. 
Cobb  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Florence 
Walworth,  daughter  of  Nelson  P.  Walworth, 
a leading  and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Cortland. 


MD  WARD  DWIGHT  BLODGETT, 
JL  older  son  of  Alonzo  Dwight  and 
Eleanor  (Dickinson)  Blodgett,  was  born  in 
Cortland,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  March  it, 
1863,  on  the  farm  which  now  lies  wholly 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  of 
Cortland,  a mile  from  the  center  of  the  vil- 
lage and  which  for  three  generations  previ- 
ous had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Blodg- 
ett family.  He  was  educated  at  the  State 
Normal  and  Training  School  at  Cortland  and 
at  Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass.,  from 
which  latter  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1887.  For  the  first  two  years 
after  leaving  college,  he  was  local  editor  of 
the  Cortland  Standard.  From  1889  to  1892 
he  was  teacher  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  the 
State  Normal  and  Training  School  at  Cort- 
land, which  position  he  resigned  to  become 
the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Cortland 
Standard  Printing  Company,  publisher  of 
the  Cortland  Standard  (daily,  semi-weekly 
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and  weekly),  and  associate  editor  of  the  pa- 
per. 

On  June  13,  1894,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Bertha  Eveleth  Jones  of  Brocton,  Mass.,  a 
graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley, 
Mass.,  in  the  class  of  1889.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Eleanor  Dickinson  Blodgett,  born 
August  18,  1896. 


LBERT  D.  WOOD,  the  present  popu- 
JL  lar  manager  of  the  Wickwire  Rol- 
ler Mill  Company,  of  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  man- 
ufacturers and  dealers  in  flour,  feed,  meal 
and  bran,  was  born  October  12,  1848,  in  Tioga 
County,  N.  Y.  He  is  a son  of  Benjamin  and 
Eleanor  (Hover)  Wood,  and  grandson  of 
William  Wood. 

William  Wood  came  from  Connecticut  and 
located  in  Homer,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y. 
He  adopted  the  trade  of  a millwright,  which 
he  followed  all  his  life,  working  in  Cortland 
and  Homer.  Religiously  he  was  a Baptist. 
He  was  the  father  of  nine  children — five  boys 
and  four  girls. 

Benjamin  Wood  was  born  in  Homer,  Cort- 
land County,  N.  Y.,  and  inherited  the  trade 
of  millwright  and  carpenter,  which  he  fol- 
lowed all  his  life.  Politically,  he  gave  his  un- 
wavering support  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  supervisor. 
In  religious  affiliations  he  was  an  earnest 
worker  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  dea- 
con for  a long  period.  In  former  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  old  militia,  in  which  he 
acted  as  drum  major.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Eleanor  Hover,  and  an  in- 
telligent family  of  six  children  was  reared,  as 


follows:  William;  Lucretia,  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Shaw  ; Mary,  wife  of  C.  Bach  ; Elbert 
D.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ; Emma,  wife  of 
William  Woods;  and  Carrie,  the  wife  of  L. 
D.  Post  of  Weyauwega,  Wis. 

Elbert  D.  Woods  received  a liberal  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  then  learned 
the  trade  of  a miller,  which  he  followed  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  states  of  New  York, 
Pennsylvania  and  Wisconsin.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  settled 
in  Cortland  village,  where  he  accepted  the 
position  of  manager  of  the  Wickwire  Roller 
Mill  Company,  and  has  remained  in  its  em- 
ploy ever  since. 

He  was  married  to  Frances  Stewart,  May  1. 
1869,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children  : 
Edyth,  wife  of  George  Brewer  ; and  Frank 
S.  Mrs.  Wood  died  April  27,  1874.  His 
second  marriage,  to  Miss  Della  C.  Spery,took 
place  September  24,  1883.  Politically^,  Mr. 
Wood  is  a Republican.  In  his  religious  be- 
lief he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Wood  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Order,  Weyauwega  Lodge,  No.  307,  of 
Wisconsin;  also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Lodge,  No.  570,  and  a member  of  the  Cort- 
land Encampment,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum  of  Cortland. 


jARK  J.  TURNER,  of  Cortland, 
the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Reeves  & Turner,  general  wood- 
workers, was  born  at  Columbia,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  19,  1851.  He  is  a son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (More)  Turner.  His 
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grandfather  Turner  was  among  those  who 
fought  for  the  freedom  of  America. 

John  Turner  was  born  in  the  Catskill 
Mountains,  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  He  re- 
ceived a common  school  education,  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil 
in  his  native  county,  and  later  he  went  to  Ot- 
sego County,  and  later  to  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  the  lumbering  busi- 
ness. Politically,  he  was  an  ardent  Republi- 
can. He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  More, 
and  two  children  were  born  to  them:  Wil- 
liam, and  Mark  J.  Mr.  Turner  passed  from 
this  life  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-four 
years. 

Mark  J.  Turner,  who  heads  the  above  lines, 
received  a limited  education,  and  showed 
what  a brave  and  determined  spirit  can  do  in 
battling  with  the  world  by  depending  on  his 
own  resources  and  ability  from  the  early  age 
of  fourteen  years.  He  learned  the  cooper’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  lor  a time,  and  then 
engaged  in  the  lumbering  business  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.  Later  he  went  to  Forest 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years,  following  the  trade  of  a tanner,  and 
before  leaving  he  had  the  entire  charge  of 
the  tannery  in  which  he  had  been  working  ; 
he  then  went  to  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
remained  seven  months,  and  then  moved  to 
Canisteo,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  chairs  for  six  years  ; 
later  he  went  to  South  America  and  was  on  a 
railroad  expedition  lor  two  years,  when  he 
returned  to  Canisteo  and  resumed  his  former 
trade,  following  it  for  seven  years.  He  then 
took  up  his  residence  in  Cortland  and  super- 
intended the  Cortland  Chair  Co.  for  seven 


years,  when  he  started  in  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Reeves  & Turner,  general 
wood-workers. 

Mr.  Turner  married  Miss  Eva  Berry,  and 
after  her  death  he  formed  a second  union 
with  Miss  Margaret  Anna  Delany.  To  them 
were  born  two  children  : Frank  and  Myrtie. 
In  politics  he  is  an  active  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  trustee  of  the  village  for  three 
years.  He  is  a member  ot  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
Lodge  of  Canisteo,  N.  Y.,  No.  29,  and  has 
held  offices  in  that  Order. 

f » 

UDLEY  G.  CORWIN  for  over 
twenty  years  past  has,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a contractor  and  builder, 
done  much  to  make  the  village  of  Cortland 
what  it  is  to-day — a city  of  fine  residences 
and  substantial  business  blocks.  True,  a 
builder  is  somewhat  limited  by  the  means 
placed  at  his  disposal,  but  the  way  he  handles 
the  materials  at  hand,  and  the  taste  and  judg- 
ment which  he  possesses,  and  which  is  always 
relied  on  by  the  contracting  party,  have 
much  to  do  with  the  work  when  it  is  com- 
pleted. Mr.  Corwin  has,  without  a shadow 
of  a doubt,  erected  more  fine  residences, 
more  business  blocks,  and  more  factory 
buildings  than  any  other  two  builders  in 
Cortland. 

Mr.  Corwin  has  been  in  his  line  practically 
all  his  life.  When  a lad  of  fifteen,  he  began 
learning  the  trade  of  a carpenter,  and  at 
twenty  one  he  was  a skillful  journeyman.  At 
twenty-five  he  was  a contractor  and  builder 
with  a reputation  already  made  for  care, 
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skill  and  reliability.  This  reputation  has 
never  since,  in  a single  case,  been  allowed  to 
suffer.  Such  structures  as  the  Squires  Block, 
the  Keator  Block,  the  First  and  the  Second 
National  Bank  Buildings,  the  manufacturing 
building  of  the  Cortland  Wagon  Works, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the  best  built 
examples  of  brick  work  in  the  United  States, 
the  building  at  Brantford,  Ontario,  for  the 
same  people,  the  heavy  structure  at  8 1 st  and 
Wallace  streets,  Chicago,  owned  by  the  same 
company,  a building  that  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  heaviest  and  best  built  structures 
in  the  Western  Metropolis,  the  Top  and  Rail 
factory,  the  E.  H.  Brewer  factory,  and  the 
Miller  Block,  are  all  standing  witnesses  for 
the  kind  of  work  Mr.  Corwin  is  in  the  habit 
of  putting  up.  To  this  list  might  easily  be 
added  a hundred  other  eloquent  examples, 
each  as  good  in  its  way  as  are  any  of  the 
above.  Mr.  Corwin  is  himself  an  architect 
of  no  mean  ability,  and  he  makes  plans  that 
never  go  awry.  He  is,  besides  being  a build- 
er, quite  an  extensive  owner  of  real  estate 
and  dwellings,  owning,  at  times,  as  many  as 
a score  of  houses.  His  own  fine  residence  is 
a specimen  of  what  he  can  do  in  the  dwelling 
line. 

Mr.  Corwin  was  born  at  Charleston,  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  November  i,  1849. 
He  is  a son  of  Polydore  B.  Corwin,  and 
grandson  of  Ezra  Corwin.  The  latter  was  a 
son  of  Samuel  Corwin,  and  came  into  life 
September  27,  1759,  at  Mattituck,  Long 
Island.  He  came  up  into  Orange  County  as 
a farmer,  and  began  buying  up  land  claims 
from  Revolutionary  soldiers.  He  finally  lo- 
cated in  Cortland  County  at  a point  near 


Blodgett’s  Mills.  Here  he  cleared  an  exten- 
sive tract  of  land,  which  comprised  some  300 
acres,  on  which  he  built  the  usual  log  home. 
This  is  the  place  on  which  Allen  Freeman 
now  resides.  Ezra  Corwin  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Dorothy  Tuttle,  who  died 
young,  leaving  no  children,  and  next  to  Han- 
nah Cook,  who  was  born  in  1771,  and  died  in 
1847.  Mr.  Ezra  Corwin  departed  this  life  in 
1840,  having  resided  in  Cortland  County 
some  thirty-eight  years.  His  children  by 
name  were : Baldwin,  Ebenezer,  Erasmus, 
Polydore  B.,  Dorothy  F.,  Mary,  Samuel, 
Cortland  E.,  and  Julia  N. 

Polydore  B.  Corwin,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, first  saw  the  light  of  day  at  Ipswich, 
Long  Island,  in  1801.  He  was  brought,  a 
child  in  arms,  into  the  Cortland  region,  and 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  to  one-third  of 
which  he  eventually  fell  heir.  He,  in  1826, 
built  a hotel  or  tavern  on  the  site  of  the  old 
log  house,  which  he  called  Corwin’s  Tavern. 
Here  he  prospered  well,  and  was  soon  the 
owner  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  the 
cultivation  of  which  he  managed,  besides  at- 
tending to  his  hostlei'y.  He  happened  to  be 
called  away  from  the  house  one  day,  when 
his  clerk  took  it  upon  himself  to  ply  his  mas- 
ter’s son  with  liquor  until  the  lad  became  in- 
toxicated. When  the  father  returned  and 
saw  his  boy’s  plight,  he  forthwith  tore  down 
his  tavern  sign,  and  abandoned  the  business 
forever.  Soon  after  this  he  sold  his  farming 
interests,  and  for  several  years  lived  in  New 
York  City,  serving  on  the  police  force  and 
running  a grocery  store  ; in  1854  he  moved  to 
the  village  of  Cortland,  where  he  began  bus- 
iness as  a contractor  and  builder.  He  had 
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already  had  much  experience  in  this  line  at 
Blodgett’s  Mills.  It  is  a matter  of  record 
that  he  moved  the  old  Baptist  Church  from 
the  site  that  is  now  occupied  by  W.  S Cope- 
land’s residence,  also  built  by  our  subject,  to 
Blodgett’s  Mills,  and  rebuilt  it  into  a church, 
that  was  used  by  the  Methodists.  This 
church  was  the  first  one  built  in  that  region, 
and  it  is  still  standing,  but  is  now  used  by  the 
Baptists  again.  Mr.  Corwin,  in  1893,  ended 
a life  that  was  exceedingly  useful  to  all,  and 
one  that  was  so  lived  that  it  bore  him  not 
only  worldly  prosperity  but  gained  him  the 
respect  and  regard  of  the  whole  community. 
He  was,  during  his  career,  three  times  mar- 
ried. The  first  time  he  wedded  Sarah 
Thompson,  who  died  leaving  him  five  chil- 
dren: Almeron,  De  Forest,  Ezra,  Theresa, 
and  Sarah  R.  The  second  marriage  was 
with  Phebe  Kendal,  who  was  the  mother  of 
two:  Isabelle  and  Marion.  His  final  union 
was  with  Catherine  Palmatier,  the  daughter 
of  Henry  H.  Palmatier  of  Cobleskill,  N.  Y. 
She  bore  him  three  children : Harriet,  Dud- 
ley G.,  and  Philistia,  of  whom  only  Dudley 
G.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  is  living.  The 
honored  mother  is  still  alive  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  worthy  son. 

Dudley  G.  Corwin  has  twice  entered  the 
matrimonial  state.  His  first  wife,  whom  he 
wedded  in  1874,  was  Mary  Stevens,  a daugh- 
ter of  Wilbur  Stevens  of  Freetown.  She 
died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight,  leav- 
ing four  children:  Wilber  S.;  Jennie  L.; 
Charles  D.;  and  Merton  P.  Mr.  Corwin’s 
second  wife  was  Miss  Antoinette  Briggs,  a 
native  of  Trumansburg,  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y.  She  was  a teacher  of  prominence, 


and  her  father,  Samuel  Briggs,  is  a well-known 
retired  farmer  of  that  county.  One  child, 
Mary  C.,  has  come  to  bless  their  union. 

Mr.  Corwin  is  a very  active  citizen  as  well  as 
a heavy  contractor.  In  political  lines  he  has 
always  been  a Republican,  and  has  refrained 
from  accepting  official  position.  In  busi- 
ness, he  is  careful,  shrewd,  and  trustworthy. 
Enjoying  the  best  of  business  connections, 
he  is  prepared  to  handle  at  any  time  a con- 
tract, either  large  or  small,  with  equal  facility 
and  despatch.  His  work  is  always  done  on 
time,  and  it  is  done  in  a way  that  will  stand 
the  closest  scrutiny.  There  is  hardly  a detail 
in  the  whole  range  of  building  but  what  he 
could  take  hold  of,  and  with  his  own  hands 
perform  with  as  much  accuracy  as  his  most 
skilled  workman.  When  a contract  passes 
under  his  expert  and  trained  eye,  it  is  sure  to 
be  done  right.  On  a page  in  proximity  to 
this  appears  an  excellent  likeness  of  Mr.  Cor- 
win, taken  from  a recent  photograph. 


ENJAM1N  F.  TAYLOR,  the  super- 
intendent of  the  splendid  water 
works  system  of  the  village  of 
Cortland,  a prominent  and  well-to-do  real 
estate  dealer,  a director  in  the  National  Bank, 
and  withal  one  of  Cortland’s  most  progres- 
sive and  wide-awake  business  men,  was  born 
in  New  York  City,  and  was  a son  of  William 
Taylor,  a lumber  merchant  of  that  place. 

When  Benjamin  F.  was  a young  man  he 
moved  up  into  this  part  of  the  state,  settling- 
in  Tompkins  County;  when  the  76th  Reg. 
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N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.  was  formed,  he  enlisted  in 
October,  1861,  in  Company  C,  and  served 
three  years  and  thirty-four  days,  being  dis- 
charged a corporal.  The  fortunes  of  war 
were  kind  to  him,  and  he  was  only  slightly 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain. 
In  lieu  of  his  war  associations  and  the  ac- 
quaintances there  formed,  he  is  now  a mem- 
ber of  Grover  Post,  No.  98,  G.  A.  R.  In 
1865  Mr.  Taylor  came  to  Cortland,  and 
worked  in  the  mills  as  a clerk,  but  soon 
owned  what  was  favorably  known  to  a large 
patronage  among  residents  of  the  town  and 
the  traveling  public  as  Taylor’s  Hotel  and 
Restaurant.  He  was  very  successful  in  this 
line  of  work,  and  built  up  a solid  reputation 
as  a man  of  the  best  business  principles ; to 
this  venture  he  also  owes  the  greater  part  of 
his  start  in  life,  ior  it  was  with  profits  from 
his  hotel  that  he  first  commenced  buying  and 
speculating  in  Cortland  real  estate.  Believ- 
ing heartily  and  unreservedly  in  the  future 
growth  and  welfare  of  Cortland,  he  invested 
what  savings  he  could  from  the  very  start  in 
real  estate,  and  before  many  years  had 
passed  he  became  recognized  as  a shrewd 
real  estate  dealer.  In  1889  he  built  a three- 
story  brown  stone  and  brick  building  at  44 
Main  Street,  where  he  resides,  renting  the 
spacious  ground  floor  to  Mr.  F.  B.  Smith  for 
his  hardware  establishment,  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  village.  In  1887,  he  built  an  extension 
to  the  Grand  Central  Block  on  Railroad 
street,  a three-story  brick,  where  his  office  is 
located,  the  second  floor  being  fitted  up  as 
offices,  and  the  third  floor  being  left  in  the 
shape  of  a large  hall.  He  owns  the  block 
which  continues  to  Main  Street,  formerly 


built  by  Mr.  Rowley,  and  has  also  no  small 
number  of  tenement  houses.  By  good  man- 
agement and  steady  industry  he  has  been 
very  successful ; the  success  that  attends  his 
efforts  only  makes  him  the  more  satisfied  of 
Cortland’s  future,  and  his  investments  grow 
apace  with  each  succeeding  year,  both  to  his 
own  benefit,  and  to  the  assistance  in  the 
material  benefit  of  the  village.  He  has  been 
a director  of  the  Cortland  National  Bank  for 
a number  of  years,  and  has  been  president 
and  superintendent  of  the  Cortland  Water 
Works  Co.  for  ten  years.  He  may  well  be 
proud  of  this  last  connection,  for  Cortland 
never  suffers  from  an  abundance  of  the 
purest  spring  water,  and  the  success  of  the 
whole  system  and  the  smoothness  with 
which  it  runs  is  largely  due  to  the  indefati- 
gable efforts  and  labors  of  Mr.  Taylor.  The 
Water  Works  Co.  was  organized  in  1884  as  a 
private  company,  and  entered  into  a contract 
with  the  firm  of  Hinds,  Moffett  & Co.  of 
Watertown,  N.  Y.,  to  construct  and  equip 
a water  system,  to  erect  a pump-house  at 
Otter  Creek  Springs,  and  provide  means  for 
obtaining  power  to  pump  the  water  to  Court 
House  Hill  1,200  gallons  per  minute;  on 
Court  House  Hill  was  built  a stand  pipe, 
which  towers  160  feet  above  the  village,  and 
whose  capacity  is  375,000  gallons.  Besides 
supplying  the  house-dwellers,  offices,  manu- 
factories, etc.,  it  supplies  135  hydrants  for 
protecting  the  village  from  the  ravages  of 
fire.  As  superintendent  of  this  water  works 
system,  Mr.  Taylor  has  exhibited  a high 
order  of  intelligence,  which,  with  his  excel- 
lent judgment  and  unswerving  integrity  in  all 
the  walks  of  life,  have  made  him  a man  of 
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influence  beyond  the  ordinary.  He  is  inde- 
pendent in  his  political  views,  and  has  never 
sought  an  office,  but  he  possesses  the  entire 
confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  has 
ample  ability  to  fill  any  official  position  in 
the  county.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Van 
Rensselaer  in  1870;  she  was  a daughter  of 
John  L.  Van  Rensselaer  of  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y. 


AVID  C.  SMITH,  a prominent  resi- 
dent and  dairy  farmer  of  Keeney, 
town  of  Cuyler,  this  county,  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Lavina  (Congling)  Smith, 
and  a native  of  Chenango  County,  having 
first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  the  town  of 
Lincklaen,  March  20,  1842.  He  is  closely 
connected  with  the  business  interests  of 
Cuyler,  deals  largely  in  real  estate,  and  is 
also  an  extensive  stock  dealer. 

His  father  was,  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life,  a resident  of  Lincklaen,  Chenango 
County.  He  was  a tanner  and  currier,  doing 
a fine  business,  at  the  same  time  superintend- 
ing the  work  of  his  large  farm  of  1,000  acres. 
He  was  pre-eminently  a man  of  varied  busi- 
ness qualifications,  as  few  men  can  operate 
so  many  lines  of  business  successfully,  on 
such  an  extensive  scale.  In  connection  with 
his  tannery,  he  opened  a shop  for  the  manu- 
facture of  shoes,  providing  employment  for  a 
great  many  men.  In  politics  he  was  a Re- 
publican, but  took  no  active  part,  as  his  time 
was  fully  given  to  his  business.  He  was  a 
man  who  always  had  ready  cash,  and  he 
pushed  his  business  ventures  to  the  exclusion 


of  everything  else.  He  lived  a long  and  use- 
ful life,  dying  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  He  was  married  to  Lavina 
Congling,  and  had  a family  of  ten  children: 
George,  deceased;  Julia,  deceased;  Maria, 
wife  of  James  Allen  of  Woodstock;  Harriet, 
wife  of  William  Steadson  of  Union  Valley; 
William,  a physician,  deceased;  Willis,  a res- 
ident of  Lincklaen  ; Elizabeth,  deceased  ; 
Emeline,  wife  of  William  Petrie  of  Cuyler; 
Garrett;  David  C.;  and  Lucien  of  Wood- 
stock,  Madison  County. 

David  C.  Smith  married  Emeline  Jones  of 
Truxton,  in  1867;  four  children  were  born 
to  them:  Nellie,  deceased;  Fanny,  wife  of 
William  Breed  of  Cuyler;  Richard,  de- 
ceased; and  Harriet,  wife  of  Clayton  Allen. 
Mr.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  select  schools 
of  Union  Valley  and  in  the  De  Ruyter  Insti- 
tute. He  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, and  continued  at  that  employment  five 
years,  until  he  attained  his  majority.  For 
two  and  one-half  years  after  this  he  lived  up- 
on the  farm  in  South  Cuyler,  which  he  had 
purchased  from  his  father.  Then  he  moved 
on  a farm  near  the  village  of  Truxton,  which 
he  operated  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  returning  to  Cuyler,  where  he  bought 
his  present  property.  This  farm  contains 
26S  acres  of  arable  land.  He  has  ensragfed 
largely  in  dairying,  keeping  from  thirty  to 
fifty  cows,  and  at  present  makes  it  his  princi- 
pal business.  He  takes  a lively  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  is  an  earnest 
worker  for  the  promotion  of  whatever  per- 
tains to  its  prosperity.  He  is  a stockholder 
in  the  Central  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion ; a Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
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served  as  assessor  for  the  past  fifteen  years  ; 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  of  the  De  Ruyter  Lodge,  F.  and 
A.  M.  As  a leading  and  representative  agri- 
culturist and  dairyman  of  Cortland  County, 
the  publishers  present  Mr.  Smith’s  portrait 
on  a preceding  page. 


tOL.  ALFRED  GREENE,  one  of 
1 jp  Cortland’s  retired  citizens,  and  not 

^"only  one  of  the  oldest  but  also  one 

of  the  most  honored  and  widely  known  men 
of  the  region,  is  living  a life  of  peace  and 
quietude,  the  logical  result  of  an  early  period 
of  extreme  activity  and  youthful  vigor  well 
directed. 

Col.  Greene  began  his  earthly  existence  in 
Otego,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  27th 
day  of  April,  1812.  His  lather,  Henry 
Greene,  by  name,  was  among  the  pioneers  of 
Otsego  County,  and  was  a contemporary 
with  many  of  the  men  made  famous  by 
James  Fenimore  Cooper,  the  novelist. 
Henry  Greene  was  born  in  South  Coventry, 
Rhode  Island,  and  came  into  Otsego  County 
about  1810.  He  settled  near  Otego,  remain- 
ed there  four  years,  and  then  moved  into 
Cortland  County,  locating  near  Cincinnatus. 
Here  he  took  up  a tract  of  land,  built  a log 
house,  and  as  time  passed  on  cleared  up  a 
fine  estate.  Prospering  well,  he  was  able  to 
erect  a set  of  frame  buildings,  a sure  sign  of 
opulence  in  those  days.  These  buildings 
stand  to  this  day,  and  are  owned  by  William 
R.  Place.  Henry  Greene  was  a busy  and 
influential  man.  Politically,  he  was  a Whig, 


and  religiously  a Baptist.  His  wife,  Sally 
( Whitford ) Greene,  bore  to  him  nine  chil- 
dren, by  name:  William;  Eliza;  Nelson; 

Alfred,  our  subject;  Gilbert;  Alzine;  Mary 
Ann  ; Thomas  ; and  an  infant,  who  died. 

The  father  of  Henry  Greene,  and  the 
grandfather  of  Col.  Greene,  was  William 
Greene.  He  was  an  early  settler  in 
the  town  of  Willett,  this  county,  and 
was  a tiller  of  the  soil.  He  cleared  the  place 
now  owned  by  Burrill  Greene.  William 
was  of  the  old  colonial  Greene  family,  and  a 
cousin  to  the  renowned  General  Nathaniel 
Greene  of  Revolutionary  fame.  The  faithful 
wife  of  William  Greene  was  Mary  (Tibbetts) 
Greene,  and  their  children  were:  Henry; 
Benjamin;  John;  Stephen;  Elisha;  Joseph; 
James;  Thomas;  and  Isabelle. 

Col.  Greene,  of  whom  this  history  is  writ- 
ten, received  in  the  log  school  houses  of  his 
boyhood  days  a better  training  than  is  often 
afforded  in  the  pretentious  structures  of  our 
time.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was 
given  his  time,  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
as  a carpenter  and  joiner.  He  became  a 
builder  and  erected  churches  and  many 
houses  at  Cincinnatus  and  in  the  surrounding 
towns.  In  1851  he  located  in  McGrawville, 
and  entered  upon  a business  life,  in  which  he 
staid  seven  years,  being  associated  with  the 
well  known  Marcus  McGraw.  About  1862, 
Mr.  Greene  came  to  Cortland  and  with  Isaac 
Seeman  embarked  in  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness. This  line  claimed  his  attention  for  four 
years.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he  practi- 
cally retired  from  busy  life,  all  the  labor  he 
has  since  been  engaged  in  being  solely  to 
occupy  his  time.  Besides  his  business  cares, 
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Col.  Greene  had  many  other  affairs  which 
took  his  time  and  attention.  He  was  for  a 
long  time  a member  of  the  124th  Reg. 
State  Militia,  and  by  Gov.  William  H.  Sew- 
ard was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  same. 
This  commission  he  held  four  years. 

Col.  Greene  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Hovey,  daughter  of  Enoch  Hovey  of  Upper 
Lisle,  Broome  County,  N.  Y.  She  died 
March  13,  1863,  at  the  age  of  forty,  leaving 
two  children,  Helen,  who  reached  woman- 
hood, but  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  and 
Mary,  who  lives  now  with  her  father.  Mary 
Greene  has  in  her  life  been  twice  left  a 
widow.  Her  first  husband,  John  E.  Peck, 
died,  leaving  one  child,  Helen.  After  a few 
years,  she  was  joined  in  marriage  to  that  dis- 
tinguished and  eminent  jurist,  Judge  R.  Hol- 
land Duell  of  Cortland.  Judge  Duell  was 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  at  Warren, 
December  20,  1824.  He  was  educated  in  the 
Syracuse  schools,  and  at  eighteen  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Charles  B. 
Sedgwick.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
July,  1845,  and  began  the  practice  of  law  at 
Fabius,  Onondaga  County.  In  1847  he  re- 
moved to  Cortland  County,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Judge  Stephens.  From 
1850  to  1856  he  served  the  county  as  district 
attorney,  and  in  1858  was  elected  to  the 
county  judgeship.  He  was  sent  to  Congress 
in  1858,  and  two  years  later  was  given  a re- 
election.  He  was  assessor  of  Internal  Rev- 
enue from  1869  to  1871,  was  re-elected  to  the 
42nd  and  43rd  Congress  and  in  1875  was  ap- 
pointed Commissioner  of  Patents  by  Presi- 
dent Grant.  All  through  his  public  life 
Judge  Duell  was  a man  of  more  than  the 


ordinary  prominence,  and  his  practice  and 
reputation  were  national  in  their  scope.  He 
was  twice  married.  By  his  first,  wife  four 
children  were  born:  Louise,  deceased ; Chas. 
Holland,  present  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
D.  C.;  Kate,  who  is  now  Mrs.  F.  Daehler; 
and  Richard  C.  Judge  Duell  departed  this 
life  February  11,  1891. 

Col.  Greene  has  in  all  of  his  undertakings 
and  in  all  of  his  relations  been  a progressive, 
wide-awake  man,  and  has  given  more  of  his 
time  than  the  ordinary  citizen  to  public 
affairs.  Fie  is  a staunch  Republican  of  tried 
principles.  He  never  had  any  political  ambi- 
tions for  himself,  but  was  a faithful  ally  in  his 
support  of  others.  He  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  he  has  been  a ruling  elder  for  thirty 
years. 


(j^'r'BRAM  P.  SMITH,  eminent  as  a law- 
« yer,  a judge,  and  a citizen,  was  the 
s V „ possessor  of  a name  that  will  go 
down  to  posterity  as  that  of  one  of  Cort- 
land’s most  distinguished  and  at  the  same 
time  most  worthy  men.  On  July  4,  1897, 
this  honored  gentleman  completed  a life  of 
usefulness,  which  from  the  day  when  he  first 
came  to  the  time  when  he  rendered  his  last 
account,  was  rounded  out  with  deeds  of  up- 
rightness and  humanity. 

Judge  Smith  entered  upon  this  life  April 
9,  1831,  at  a point  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town  of  Virgil,  this  county.  He  received  all 
the  education  that  the  common  schools  could 
give,  and  then  took  a course  at  the  Homer 
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Academy.  After  this  he  entered  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Albany,  and  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1853.  He  had  all  along  in- 
tended to  become  a teacher,  but  after  a year 
spent  at  the  head  of  the  Marathon  schools  he 
decided  to  read  law,  and  forthwith  entered 
the  office  of  the  Hon.  Horatio  Ballard,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  formally  admitted  to 
the  bar.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
State  Courts  January  8,  1856,  and  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  Courts,  January  4,  1874. 

The  standing,  which  the  young  attorney 
early  acquired,  can  but  be  appreciated  from 
the  fact  that  in  the  November  following  his 
admission  to  practice  in  1856,  he  was  elected 
to  the  responsible  position  of  district  attor- 
ney for  Cortland  County.  This  post  he  held 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  in  1859  was 
the  Republican  candidate  for  County  Judge. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  Mr. 
Smith  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  famous 
“fighting”  76th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Yol.  Inf.,  which 
was  raised  mainly  from  this  section,  and  when 
the  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service,  he  was  commissioned  quarter- 
master, with  the  rank  of  1st  Lieut.  He  re- 
signed from  this  position  in  May,  1862,  and 
returned  to  his  home  to  resume  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  Mr.  Smith  was  elected 
Judge  and  Surrogate  of  Cortland  County  in 
1867,  and  served  three  full  terms,  the  first 
being  of  four  years,  and  the  other  two  of  six 
years  each.  Up  to  this  time  his  service  of 
sixteen  years  was  the  longest  of  any  man  in  a 
similar  position  in  the  state.  During  the 
earlier  years  of  his  practice,  Judge  Smith 
had  been  alone  in  business,  but  after  his  re- 
tirement from  the  bench,  the  calls  upon  his 


time  became  so  many  that  he  associated  with 
him  his  son,  under  the  style  of  A.  P.  & D.  E. 
Smith.  About  a year  later,  the  son  retired 
and  his  place  was  taken  by  Dorr  C.  Smith. 
The  latter  remained  with  the  Judge  until 
1889,  when  he  gave  way  to  Henry  A.  Dick- 
inson. The  firm  of  Smith  & Dickinson  ex- 
isted until  the  demise  of  our  subject. 

Judge  Smith  was  a man  who  has  left  a no- 
ble mark  on  the  records  of  the  Cortland 
County  Bar.  Among  the  men  who  received 
their  early  legal  training  under  his  direction 
are  many  who  are  forging  their  way  on  to 
usefulness  and  honor.  He  was  in  his  practice 
pre-eminently  a jury  law)^er.  Alert,  facile, 
and  shrewd,  few  men  could  try  a case  with 
greater  ease.  Quick  to  back  up  an  assertion 
with  cited  authorities,  his  words  ever  carried 
conviction  to  the  mind  of  the  hearer.  As  a 
Judge,  he  was  clean,  clear,  concise  and  de- 
cided. Few  rulings  of  his  ever  admitted  a 
questioning  doubt.  In  politics,  he  was  always 
a factor  in  the  Republican  party,  and  during 
the  days  of  the  late  R.  Holland  Duell,  the 
two  made  a combination  in  which  was  cen- 
tered a large  portion  of  the  political  power 
of  Cortland  County.  As  a public  speaker, 
Judge  Smith  was  perhaps  at  his  best.  Full 
of  native  mother  wit,  apt  in  story  or  simile, 
and  of  exceedingly  pleasant  address,  his  ser- 
vices were  ever  in  demand,  and  it  is  no  great 
Avonder  that  he  was  so  well  known  and  so 
popular.  As  a Avriter,  he,  too,  was  skilled. 
His  history  of  the  76th  Regiment  is  a work 
of  real  excellence,  and  is  highly  prized  by  his 
old  comrades.  Judge  Smith’s  social  and  fra- 
ternal relations  were  of  the  pleasantest.  The 
G.  A.  R.  claimed  him  as  a member  of  Grover 
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Post,  No.  98,  ancl  his  best  thoughts  and  kind- 
liest wishes  were  always  with  his  former 
comrades. 

It  has  been  truthfully  said  that  few  men 
have  ever  had  a wider  acquaintance  in  Cort- 
land County  than  did  Judge  Smith.  This 
was  due  both  to  his  active  professional  life 
and  to  his  political  standing.  He  was  a man 
who  was  interested  in  all  things  of  moment. 
To  young  men  he  was  ever  a helping  friend. 
He  loved  to  see  the  community,  the  State, 
and  the  Nation  progress  and  prosper.  Almost 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  a busy 
and  energetic  lawyer  and  citizen. 

Judge  Smith  was  twice  wedded.  First  to 
Mary  Bronson,  born  in  Virgil,  this  county, 
who  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  and 
who  died  about  1871.  His  second  wife  was 
Ellen  Prince,  who  survives  him.  Of  the 
children  from  the  first  marriage,  Dr.  David 
Eugene  Smith  is  living  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich., 
and  his  sister,  who  is  the  wife  of  A.  M.  Jew- 
ett, now  resides  in  Cortland.  The  son,  Dr. 
Smith,  is  now  head  professor  of  mathematics 
at  the  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  Normal  School,  and 
is  a gentleman  of  high  standing  and  marked 
attainments.  Lucy  Smith,  the  Judge’s  hon- 
ored mother,  is  still  living,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-seven. 

The  funeral  of  Judge  Smith  was  an  event 
of  note  in  Cortland,  for  the  best  men  of  the 
community  gathered  to  do  homage  to  all  that 
was  mortal  of  their  friend  and  acquaintance, 
the  “ little  Judge,”  as  he  was  familiarly 
termed.  The  G.  A.  R.  Post  and  Cortland 
County  Bar  Association  attended  in  a body. 
Some  of  the  remarks  then  made  show  how 

the  Judge  was  held  in  the  community.  Said 
5* 


a gentleman  of  standing:  “No  attorney  in 
the  history  of  this  county  ever  worked  hard- 
er or  more  successfully  for  clients  without 
expectation  of  reward  than  did  he.”  “No 
lawjrnr  ever  helped  so  many  young  men  to 
acquire  a knowledge  of  the  legal  profession 
as  did  Judge  Smith.”  “ No  man  ever  helped 
more  people  through  financial  difficulties  ac- 
cording to  his  means.”  Such  were  the  enco- 
miums uttered,  and  such  was  the  man. 
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EORGE  A.  HULBERT,  ol  Mara- 
\|£J_  thon,  has,  in  his  life-time,  covered  a 
wide  range  of  experience,  and  has  known 
much  of  men  and  affairs  in  many  fields  of 
progress.  He  has  been  directly  and  indi- 
rectly connected  with  several  lines  of  busi- 
ness, which  have  called  forth  the  most  earn- 
est effort  and  steady  industry.  In  every  one 
of  these  interests  which  have  claimed  his 
time  and  attention,  he  has  manifested  the 
qualities  that  lead  but  to  victory.  At  the 
present  writing  he  is  enjoying  the  results  of 
his  own  thrift  and  the  rewards  of  a life  well 
and  usefully  directed. 

Mr.  Hulbert  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Truxton,  Cortland  County,  September  27, 
1833,  and  is  a grandson  of  Timothy  Hulbert, 
who  was  born  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  August  12, 
1758,  and  who  lived  out  a life  of  usefulness 
engaged  in  farming,  dying  at  his  home  in 
Pittsfield  at  a good  old  age. 

A son  of  the  preceding,  and  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  Timothy  Hulbert, 
Jr.  He  came  into  life  at  Pittsfield,  October 
2,  1789,  and  was  reared  in  that  beautiful  east- 
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ern  home.  He  came  into  Central  New  York 
about  the  year  1810,  settled  in  Truxton,  and 
there  resided  until  his  death,  May  20,  1848. 
Timothy  Hulbert  was  by  trade  a carpenter 
and  joiner.  In  that  line  he  did  a wonderful 
amount  of  business,  and  much  of  his  handi- 
work stands  to-day  a monument  to  his  care- 
ful workmanship  and  honest  efforts.  Pros- 
pering in  his  trade,  he  became  the  owner  ol 
a fine  large  farm,  and  attained  prominence 
and  high  standing  in  his  chosen  section  of 
country.  His  political  affiliations  were  with 
the  Democratic  party,  of  which  he  was  a 
very  ardent  supporter.  He  represented  his 
town  for  years  on  the  board  of  supervisors, 
and  was  at  one  time  a leading  candidate  for 
the  nomination  of  Member  of  Assembly,  his 
outspoken  honesty  of  purpose  alone  prevent- 
ing his  selection.  During  his  active  years  he 
organized  a military  company,  of  which  he 
was  made  captain.  His  commission,  dated 
April  8,  1822,  was  signed  by  Governor  De- 
Witt  Clinton,  and  his  company  was  assigned 
to  the  124th  Regiment,  State  Militia.  In  the 
Methodist  denomination  he  was  a moving 
spirit,  being  a trustee  of  the  local  church. 
Mr.  Hulbert  was  married  when  a young  man 
to  Mehitable  Minor,  and  to  them  a family  of 
eight  children  came,  namely:  Emily  Eliza, 
born  March  24,  1818;  William,  December 
26,  1819;  Paulina,  March  9,  1822;  LaFayette, 
June  29,  1824;  Jerome,  February  23,  1829; 
George  A.,  our  subject,  September  27,  1833  ; 
Marvin  M.,  November  7,  1835  ; and  Edwin 
Murray,  January  2,  1838. 

George  A.  Hulbert  attended  the  local 
schools,  and  entered  Cortlandville  Academy 
in  1851  with  a view  of  preparing  for  Yale 


University.  For  various  reasons,  each  of 
considerable  weight,  his  plans  were  modified, 
and,  upon  leaving  the  academy,  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Daniel 
Hawks,  the  county  judge  and  surrogate  of 
Cortland  County.  He  afterwards  went  into 
the  office  of  H.  and  A.  L.  Ballard  to  prose- 
cute his  legal  studies,  and  then  read  law  with 
Judge  Charles  Mason  at  Hamilton,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.  Advanced  studies  took  him 
to  Ballston  Spa,  Saratoga  County,  where  he 
entered  the  Law  School  and  pursued  the 
course  for  one  year.  He  then  completed  his 
professional  education  at  the  Albany  Law 
School,  and  was  formally  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1854. 

Mr.  Hulbert  located  first  in  Hornellsville, 
Steuben  County,  and  opened  a law  office. 
After  fourteen  months  spent  in  that  city,  he 
removed  to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  entered 
the  office  of  John  H.  Kedzie,  and  remained 
with  him  about  a }rear.  Then  he  returned  to 
the  East,  and  began  a mercantile  business  in 
Onondaga  County.  In  1864  Mr.  Hulbert 
came  to  Marathon,  and,  with  his  brothers, 
went  into  a wholesale  produce  business  un- 
der the  style  of  William  Hulbert  & Broth- 
ers, with  headquarters  in  New  York  City. 
Their  business  prospered  beyond  their  fond- 
est expectations,  and  they  found  themselves 
the  proprietors  of  the  most  extensive  butter 
and  cheese  business  of  that  busy  metropolis. 
Associated  with  his  brothers,  William  and 
Jerome,  now  deceased,  for  thirty-two  years, 
he  purchased  from  the  farmers  and  marketed 
products  which  footed  all  the  way  from 
three  hundred  to  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars annually.  At  his  brother  Jerome’s 
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death,  he  abandoned  the  produce  business 
and  returned  to  the  practice  of  . law.  Now  a 
man  of  ready  means,  he  erected  the  Hulbert 
Block  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Broome 
streets.  It  was  built  in  1887,  and  is  a four- 
story  brick  building  of  fine  architectural  ap- 
pearance, and.  heavily  constructed  through- 
out. The  ground  floor  is  devoted  to  stores, 
and  contains  three  spacious  ones.  The  sec- 
ond floor  is  used  for  office  and  residence  pur- 
poses, while  the  third  is  given  over  to  a 
splendid  auditorium,  fitted  up  with  a stage 
and  other  theatrical  and  operatic  appliances. 
The  block  fronts  sixty-five  feet,  with  a depth 
of  fifty-five  feet,  and  is  on  the  most  promi- 
nent corner  of  the  village. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hulbert  is  a Democrat  of 
the  Stephen  A.  Douglas  stamp.  He  was 
through  the  Civil  War  a strong  Unionist, 
and  a believer  in  the  rights  of  freedom  for  all 
mankind.  He  votes  from  principle,  and  per- 
mits no  man  to  advise  him  against  what  he 
believes  to  be  right.  He  has  never  sought 
office,  but  yet  has  been  supervisor  of  the 
town,  and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  twenty-three  years.  He  is  also  a notary 
public,  with  seal.  His  wife  was  Mary  S. 
Smith,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  W. 
(Hinkley)  Smith.  Richard  Smith  was  a na- 
tive of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and  was  in  his 
day  a well-known  sea-captain.  Mr.  Hulbert 
is  in  every  respect  a man  of  force  and  influ- 
ence. He  has  a fund  of  experience  to  draw 
upon  that  is  of  a superior  order.  His  judg- 
ment and  foresight  have  been  brought  to  a 
keen  edge  from  contact  with  the  shrewdest 
kind  of  business  men.  A man  of  affairs,  he 
takes  a broad  and  liberal  view  of  all  things, 


and  in  the  busy  and  jostling  world  he  has 
proven  his  capacity  to  live  and  thrive  with 
the  best  of  them.  As  a prominent  man  in  his 
profession,  and  as  a representative  citizen  of 
Cortland  County,  we  present,  on  a preceding 
page,  Mr.  Hulbert’s  portrait,  executed  from 
a recent  photograph. 


UANE  E.  CALL,  President  of  the 
village  of  Cortland,  and  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Martin  & Call,  deal- 
ers in  coal,  wood,  brick,  etc.,  is  a gentleman 
who  possesses  the  true  business  instinct  to  a 
marked  degree.  Though  at  this  writing  a 
comparatively  young  man,  he  has  in  his 
career  toiled  hard  and  long.  The  success 
which  has  come  to  him  is  but  the  natural 
result  of  his  incessant  and  well  directed 
efforts. 

Mr.  Call  comes  from  good  old  Revolution- 
ary ancestry,  his  grandfather,  Joel  Call, 
being  one  of  the  men  who  shouldered  their 
muskets  and  went  out  from  their  homes  to 
contend  in  battle  with  the  red-coated  minions 
of  King  George,  and  who  won  the  liberties 
we  now  enjoy.  Joel  Call,  Sr.,  wedded  Eliza- 
beth Totten,  and  came  from  Colerain,  Mass., 
into  Cortland  County,  settling  in  the  town  of 
Truxton.  He  was  a pioneer  of  the  right 
kind,  and  soon  was  the  owner  of  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  much  of  it  well  cleared  as 
a result  of  his  own  efforts.  This  tract 
proved  to  be  of  splendid  farming  value,  and 
though  cut  up  to-day  into  several  smaller 
estates,  it  still  retains  its  pristine  value.  The 
old  homestead  part  is  now  owned  by  Jerry 
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O’Connor,  who  built  thereon  a fine  set  of 
buildings,  where  Harriet  Negus  now  lives. 
Joel  Call,  Sr.,  was  twice  married.  His  first 
union  brought  four  children : Stoddard ; 

John;  Rebecca;  and  Joel,  Jr.,  father  of  our 
subject.  The  second  marriage  to  a Mrs. 
Perry  was  childless.  Joel  Call  was  a very 
large  and  muscular  man,  and  as  his  strength 
was  so  superior  to  that  of  any  man  in  the 
region,  he  was  always  a welcome  figure  at 
the  “raisings,”,  where  his  services  were  in 
great  demand,  and  many  are  the  tales  of  his 
strength  that  come  down  to  us  as  recollec- 
tions of  those  early  social  gatherings.  He 
died  in  1 86 1 at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Joel  Call,  Jr.,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Truxton,  and  during  the  latter  years  of  his 
parents  looked  after  their  welfare.  At  his 
father’s  death  he  retained  the  homestead,  but 
later  sold  it,  and  bought  another  place, 
where  he  continued  farming  until  he  retired 
and  moved  into  Truxton  village.  After  a 
number  of  years  he  moved  to  Cortland,  and 
there  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He 
had  married  when  a young  man  Miss  Susan 
Willard,  but  she  died  in  1872  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years.  They  had  lour  children, 
named:  Joel  De  Wight;  Henry  De  Witt; 

Duane  E.,  our  subject;  and  Lillian  D.,  now 
the  wife  of  A.  B.  Nelson.  Joel  Call  was  in 
politics  a sturdy  Democrat,  and  in  his  day 
was  a supervisor  of  the  town,  justice  of 
the  peace,  justice  of  sessions,  and  held  other 
places  of  trust.  In  religious  matters  he  was 
a Baptist. 

Duane  E.  Call,  the  subject  of  this  history, 
was  born  in  Truxton,  May  13,  1853.  He 
attended  district  and  select  school,  and  when 


still  a very  young  man  started  in  the  meat 
business  at  Truxton.  His  business  broad- 
ened and  he  began  to  deal  quite  heavily  in 
cattle  and  general  live  stock.  Later  on,  he 
went  to  De  Ruyter,  where  he  handled  a very 
heavy  buying  and  shipping  business,  sending 
shipments  to  New  York  City  and  other 
points  of  prominence.  When  Mr.  Call  came 
to  Cortland  in  1887  he  was  at  thirty-four 
years  of  age  already  an  experienced  and  suc- 
cessful business  man.  Upon  his  arrival  he 
started  a market  on  Main  Street,  which  he 
managed  at  a profit  until  1890,  when  he  sold 
out,  and  bought  an  interest  in  the  business  of 
William  Martin,  who  was  well  grounded  in 
the  coal,  wood  and  lime  trade.  The  premi- 
ses the  firm  now  occupy  cover  over  an  acre 
and  are  at  128  Elm  Street,  and  on  the  line  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  Here  they  have 
every  facility  for  the  expeditious  handling  of 
their  merchandise,  which  consists  of  coal, 
wood,  brick,  cement,  lime,  phosphate,  and 
plaster.  They  have  on  hand  at  all  times  a 
very  heavy  stock  and  cater  to  the  demands 
of  an  exceedingly  large  and  select  class  of 
customers.  Their  connection  with  the  best 
sources  of  supply  is  of  the  most  favorable 
kind,  and  a most  valuable  and  steadily  in- 
creasing business  is  the  natural  result.  Mr. 
Call,  in  1895,  at  46  Tompkins  Street,  erected 
one  of  the  finest  residences  in  Cortland.  Its 
wide  lawns,  elegant  shrubbery,  and  majestic 
trees  are  especially  noticeable.  A spacious 
barn  is  also  in  use. 

Mr.  Call  was  wedded  some  years  ago  to 
Mary  A.  Schellinger,  daughter  of  Rial  Schel- 
linger  of  Truxton.  One  child,  Lillian  May, 
recently  married  to  Thomas  K.  Norris  of 
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New  York  City,  was  born  to  them.  In  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Call  is  a representative  Democrat, 
and  is  a positive  force  in  the  councils  of  that 
party.  He  was  elected  in  1896  to  the  office 
of  president  of  Cortland  village,  and  he  is 
giving  the  corporation  a business-like  admin- 
istration of  its  affairs.  The  village  of  Cort- 
land in  1804  consisted  of  but  two  houses;  to- 
day it  is  a thriving  village  of  10,000  souls. 
It  is  beautifully  situated,  and  is  pre-eminently 
a city  of  beautiful  homes.  Its  elegantly 
shaded  streets  are  a striking  feature.  Cort- 
land is  the  seat  of  New  York  State’s  best 
Normal  School,  and  is  a manufacturing  town 
of  world-wide  reputation.  Its  products  go  all 
over  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  village  has 
among  its  interests  one  of  the  largest  wagon 
manufacturing  plants  in  the  world,  a stove 
works  second  to  but  few,  four  substantial 
banks,  six  churches,  a hospital,  two  opera 
houses,  a splendid  equipment  of  local 
schools,  and  many  other  features  too  numer- 
ous to  mention.  It  is  known  all  over  the 
State  as  a most  thriving  and  intelligent  com- 
munity, so  the  honor  our  subject  enjoys  of 
being  its  head  is  of  no  small  or  trifling  im- 
portance. 


EYMAN  H.  HEBERD.  There  comes 
a time  in  the  life  of  each  man  when  he 
is  suddenly  called  to  face  the  great 
unknown  beyond  the  grave,  and  leave  be- 
hind him  friends,  loved  ones,  wife,  children. 
It  seems  hard  enough  when  all  the  immedi- 
ate relatives  are  prostrated  by  the  blow,  but 


when  the  man  is  prominent  and  useful  in  the 
community,  his  decease  creates  a vacancy 
that  is  hard  to  fill,  and  which  will  cause  him 
to  be  remembered  with  affection  and  the 
best  of  feelings  for  many  a long  day.  Hard 
it  does  seem  sometimes,  but  who  shall  ques- 
tion the  workings  of  an  All-wise  and  Inscrut- 
able Providence?  It  is  all  for  the  best,  and 
we  can  trust  in  God  and  lean  on  Him  for 
support  in  the  hour  of  calamity,  knowing 
that  He  even  numbers  the  sparrows. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  of  Cortland  County,  was 
born  in  Homer,  September  3,  1837,  and  died 
on  his  farm  two  miles  north  of  the  village  on 
August  7,  1897.  The  summons  came  with- 
out warning.  He  had  gone  to  the  barn  alter 
supper  to  attend  to  some  of  the  evening 
work,  and  was  noticed  by  his  daughter  to 
fall ; help  was  summoned,  he  was  removed 
to  the  house,  and  medical  aid  sent  for,  but  it 
was  too  late,  for  life  had  ended.  He  had 
passed  the  most  of  his  life  on  his  late  estate 
on  the  plank  road  north  of  Homer.  He  had 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  everything 
that  tended  to  the  advancement  of  the  mate- 
rial prosperity  of  the  town  of  Homer,  and 
held  in  a high  degree  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  his  fellow  townsmen.  His  taking  away 
left  a vacancy  in  the  community  that  it  will 
indeed  be  hard  to  fill,  while  a host  of  admir- 
ing friends  will  wear  for  a long  time  to  come 
the  marks  of  their  bereavement,  not  perhaps 
in  outward  symbol,  but  graven  on  their 
hearts. 

Mr.  Heberd’s  father  was  a native  of  Ho- 
mer. He  was  an  ax-maker  by  trade,  and  fol- 
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lowed  that  occupation  all  his  life.  In  his 
politics  he  was  an  aggressive  and  ardent 
Democrat,  while  his  religious  views  coin- 
cided with  those  held  by  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  first  wife,  Arville  Hubbard, 
died  in  1837,  leaving  him  one  son,  Lyman  H., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  again 
joined  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to  a Miss 
Louisa  Platt,  by  whom  he  was  made  the 
father  of  one  daughter,  Rachel,  who  married 
William  Kellogg,  and  lived  in  Homer  village 
on  Clinton  Street. 

The  mother  ol  our  subject  died  when  he 
was  only  six  weeks  old,  and  he  was  then 
brought  up  by  his  uncle  and  aunt,  Lyman 
and  Polly  Hubbard,  on  the  farm  which  ad- 
joined the  one  which  he  afterwards  farmed, 
and  where  his  death  took  place.  He  was  ed- 
ucated in  Homer  Academy,  and  on  leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  twenty,  in  1857,  went 
to  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  entered  a ship 
chandler’s  store.  Subsequently  he  engaged 
in  milling  on  his  own  account,  and  continued 
in  that  line  until  he  retired  to  the  farm  on 
which  he  was  reared,  where  he  was  industr- 
ously  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1882,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm, 
which  he  operated  until  his  death.  Politics 
had  no  especial  attraction  for  him  beyond 
what  they  should  have  for  a patriotic  Ameri- 
can citizen,  who  was  ready  and  willing  at  all 
times  to  perform  what  was  required  of  him 
to  the  best  of  his  ability.  On  all  questions  of 
local  moment  he  was  well  informed,  and 
proved  himself  a good  counsellor  on  more 
than  one  occasion  in  meetings  of  the  town’s 
citizens,  when  important  subjects  came  up. 
for  consideration  and  discussion.  He  was 


faithful  to  the  covenant  vows  and  obligations 
assumed  in  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Homer.  He  contributed  liberally  of  his 
means  in  support  of  the  church,  and  evinced 
an  interest  in  all  affairs  of  a religious  nature 
that  was  most  energetic  and  zealous  in  its 
nature.  He  possessed  the  entire  confidence 
of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  was  regarded  by 
all  as  a safe,  conservative  and  successful 
business  man.  In  educational  matters  he 
evinced  a ready  interest  and  a desire  to  pro- 
vide liberally  for  the  education  of  the  youth. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  just  been  re- 
elected a member  of  the  school  board  of 
Homer,  of  which  he  had  already  been  a use- 
ful member  for  some  years.  In  general 
social  circles  he  was  popular  and  highly  re- 
spected ; he  was  a member  of  Homer  Lodge, 
F.  and  A.  M.  To  a large  circle  of  friends 
the  sad  event  of  his  death  came  as  a direct 
personal  loss,  for  his  judgment  and  advice 
were  valued  highly,  and  were  freely  ac- 
corded to  those  who  sought  them.  In  every- 
thing that  tended  to  promote  the  material 
advancement  and  prosperity  of  Homer  he 
was  sure  to  be  deeply  interested. 

Lyman  H.  Heberd  was  united  in  marriage, 
March  2,  1863,  to  Clara  A.  Hobart,  daughter 
of  Deacon  Manley  Hobart,  whose  personal 
history  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
Book  of  Biographies.  Five  children  sprang 
from  this  union:  Marion  A.;  Caroline  L., 
who  married  Fred  B.  Corey,  who  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Springfield  (Mass.)  Elevator  and 
Pump  Co. ; Grace  E.,  who  died  early  in 
years ; Cora  E.,  the  wife  of  Linus  S.  Pad- 
dock,  the  assistant  manager  and  engraver  of 
the  Utica  Burial  Case  Co.  of  Utica,  N.  Y.; 
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and  Jessie  A.,  who  lives  with  her  mother  and 
elder  sister,  Marion  A.,  at  the  family  resi- 
dence on  the  Little  York  road  north  of 
the  village  of  Homer.  A portrait  of  Mr. 
Hebercl  is  shown  on  a preceding  page. 


URTON  B.  MOREHOUSE.  The 
Cortland  Rural  Cemetery  has  a 
wide  reputation  throughout  Central 
New  York  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
handsome  burying  grounds  to  be  found  in 
village  or  populous  city.  One  reason  for  its 
fine  appearance  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  Cemetery  Association  that  has  it  in 
charge  is  composed  entirely  of  public-spirit- 
ed men,  who  like  to  see  good  taste  and 
beauty  prevail  both  about  the  homes  of  the 
living,  and  the  last  sleeping-places  of  the 
honored  dead.  The  memory  of  those  who 
have  gone  on  before  can  best  be  kept  green 
by  keeping  their  graves  green,  and  surround- 
ed with  all  the  beauties  of  nature,  well- 
grouped  and  well  taken  care  of.  The  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  Cortland  Rural  Ceme- 
tery, that  has  made  it  the  wonder  and  admi- 
ration of  countless  visitors,  may  be  said  to  be 
due  in  great  part  to  the  superintendent  of 
the  association,  Mr.  Burton  B.  Morehouse, 
who  has  had  the  direction  of  affairs  since 
1890. 

Mr.  Morehouse  was  born  in  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.,  west  ot  Washington  Green, 
and  near  New  Milford,  in  1830,  on  the  first 
hour  of  the  first  day  of  the  first  month.  He 
was  an  only  son  and  youngest  child  of  Lemon 
and  Betsey  (Burton)  Morehouse,  who  were 


both  natives  of  the  same  district  in  Connecti- 
cut. Our  subject’s  father  was  a farmer  and 
also  a stock  dealer.  As  land  was  cheaper  out 
in  this  section  ol  New  York  State,  he  in  1837 
sold  his  property  in  New  England  and 
moved  here,  buying  a farm  in  McLean  town- 
ship, Tompkins  County.  After  living  there 
a year,  he  bought  a number  of  horses,  and 
drove  them  to  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  and 
sold  them  ; this  trip  proved  disastrous,  how- 
ever, for  he  was  taken  sick  with  quick  con- 
sumption and  died  at  his  birthplace,  at  forty- 
one  years  of  age,  leaving  a wife  and  three 
children:  Jane,  Phoebe,  and  Burton  B.  His 
wife,  who  was  fortunate  in  possessing  one  of 
those  iron,  New  England  constitutions,  lived 
to  be  ninety-three  years  of  age,  before  the 
summons  came  that  reunited  her  with  her 
husband;  even  in  her  last  year  she  was  very 
active  and  vigorous  and  could  thread  a 
needle  with  considerable  ease.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Burton  of  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y. 

Burton  B.  Morehouse  served  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  carpenter’s  and  joiner’s  trade, 
and  followed  it  for  several  years,  employing 
many  men  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  contracts. 
From  1861  to  1889  he  was  chiefly  engaged  in 
farming,  also  dealing  in  sand  for  building 
purposes,  which  was  taken  from  a bank  on  a 
farm  that  he  bought  near  South  Cortland  in 
1864.  In  1889  he  retired  from  farming,  but 
still  gave  much  attention  to  building  bridges. 
He  built  every  iron  bridge  in  the  town  of 
Cortlandville  with  the  exception  of  two. 

Mr.  Morehouse  married  Mary  Hill,  daugh- 
ter of  Leonard  Hill  of  Dryden,  N.  Y.,  and  to 
them  were  given  three  children : Emma, 
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who  became  the  wile  of  Charles  Gallagher 
of  South  Cortland,  and  bore  him  Cora, 
Burton  L.,  Harry,  and  John;  Ella,  who  mar- 
ried Morgan  Adams  of  La  Grange,  Ohio  ; 
and  Jennie,  who  married  Daniel  McNish, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  leaving  one 
son,  Edward.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morehouse  are 
members  and  liberal  supporters  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Our  subject  supported  the  Demo- 
cratic party  until  1865,  but  since  that  time  he 
has  identified  himself  heart  and  hand  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  served  as  a com- 
missioner of  highways  for  twelve  years,  and 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  health  fifteen 
years. 

In  April,  1890,  Mr.  Morehouse  was  chosen 
as  superintendent  of  the  Cortland  Rural 
Cemetery  for  one  year,  and  so  entire  and 
unqualified  was  the  satisfaction  that  he  gave, 
that  he  was  strongly  urged  to  continue,  and 
has  kept  up  the  high  standard  established  by 
him  in  the  first  year,  and  has  added  many 
improvements  and  embellished  it  in  so  many 
different  ways  that  the  burying-ground  may 
almost  be  said  to  have  become  what  it  is 
under  his  management.  Since  he  has  been 
superintendent  he  has  laid  out  drives,  walks, 
graded,  put  in  sewers,  city  water,  etc.,  and 
has  seen  to  it  that  the  whole  cemetery  of  55 
acres,  with  over  1,000  lots,  and  some  of  those 
double  ones,  is  kept  in  the  best  of  order. 
Throughout  the  grounds,  and  independent 
of  private  effort,  he  keeps  up  a fine  display 
of  beautiful  lawns  and  flowerbeds,  while  at 
the  entrance  the  scene  is  nearly  beyond  de- 
scription, with  the  walks,  and  bordering 
shrubbery  tastefully  arranged,  and  masses  of 
color  grouped  here  and  there  ; in  all  it  is  as 


beautiful  a cemetery  as  can  be  found  in  a 
radius  of  a hundred  miles.  He  has  superin- 
tended the  building  of  the  handsome  receiv- 
ing-vault, constructed  in  1892,  24  x 40,  of 
brick  with  a Governeur  Granite  front,  con- 
taining ten  vaults,  with  space  for  six  cases  in 
each.  A fine  slab  on  the  front  is  engraved 
with  the  officers  and  trustees  of  the  Associa- 
tion, as  follows:  S.  E.  Welch,  president ; H. 
P.  Goodrich,  vice-president;  E.  A.  Fish,  sec- 
retary; C.  P.  Walrad,  treasurer;  W.  S.  Cope- 
land, A.  D.  Blodgett,  R.  B.  Smith,  F.  Con- 
able,  and  A.  L.  Cole,  trustees ; and  B.  B. 
Morehouse,  superintendent.  The  old  receiv- 
ing vault,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  ceme- 
tery, was  built  in  1853,  and  is  now  used  as  a 
private  vault.  It  is  worthy  of  mention  here 
that  in  the  granite  vault  in  the  cemetery  lies 
the  remains  of  C.  W.  Sanders,  a native  of 
Cortland,  author  of  the  Sanders  Series  of 
School  Books;  he  was  born  in  1805,  and  died 
in  1889.  Besides  the  many  gifts  and  dowries 
left  the  Association,  and  all  the  heavy  ex- 
penses that  have  been  laid  out,  the  Associa- 
tion has  a surplus  capital  of  $10,000.00,  and 
can  be  said  to  be  the  wealthiest  cemetery 
association  in  Central  New  York. 


LlDWARD  BURDETTE  HALL,  one  of 
L the  enterprising  farmers  of  Free- 

town, was  born  in  Freetown,  November  21, 
1854.  He  is  a son  of  Lester  and  Louisa  (Un- 
derwood) Hall.  Lester  Hall,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a native  of  New  England. 
When  a young  man  he  moved  to  the  town  of 
Cortlanclville,  but  being  dissatisfied  with  his 
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new  surroundings,  he  changed  his  residence 
to  the  town  of  Freetown,  and  located  on  the 
farm  of  Marcus  Jacobs. 

After  living  there  a short  time  he  moved 
to  the  farm  which  our  subject  now  owns. 
Mr.  Hall  is  a most  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  he  has  devoted 
much  of  his  time.  In  the  church  he  has  held 
positions  of  prominence,  for  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  which  he  has  proved  himself 
well  fitted,  having  been  an  honored  class- 
leader  for  many  years.  In  his  views  he  is 
positive  and  unwavering,  firmly  believing 
that  the  old  style  Methodists  are  scriptural 
in  their  doctrines  and  policy,  and  yet  he  is 
liberal  enough  to  allow  others  the  same  free- 
dom and  independence  of  opinion  that  he 
claims  for  himself.  He  married  Louisa  Un- 
derwood, and  as  a result  of  this  happy  union 
three  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom 
Edward  is  the  only  one  living,  the  others 
having  died  in  their  infancy. 

Mr.  Edward  Burdette  Hall  is  mainly  self- 
educated,  having  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  is  an  intelligent 
and  well  informed  business  man,  and  is  en- 
dowed with  those  traits  of  character  that 
lead  to  success.  Fie  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  had  an  inherited,  as  well  as  an  acquired, 
aptitude  for  agricultural  pursuits  that  led 
him  to  adopt  farming  for  his  life  work.  The 
farm  he  now  occupies  lies  west  of  Freetown 
Corners  and  consists  of  141  acres  of  highly 
improved  land.  He  also  owns  13  acres  of 
woodland.  This  farm  is  considered  one  of 
the  best  equipped  farms  in  the  town,  and  the 
place,  under  his  judicious  management  and 
the  application  of  modern  methods  in  carry- 


ing it  on,  has  increased  in  value  ever  since  it 
came  in  his  possession. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hall  is  a pronounced  Re- 
publican, and  is  a recognized  leader.  His 
qualifications  eminently  fit  him  for  important 
positions,  and  his  fellow  citizens  appreciate 
this  fact,  as  he  has  represented  his  party  in 
county  conventions,  served  as  constable  and 
is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  road  com- 
missioner. Our  subject  married  Annie  Bar- 
ry, a daughter  of  Daniel  Barry,  who  was  of 
English  birth.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  were 
born  two  children,  Nora,  born  November  4, 
1880;  and  Gaius.  Socially,  he  is  a member 
of  the  Freetown  Grange  of  Freetown.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  energy  and  industry,  by 
the  aid  of  which  he  has  risen  to  an  enviable 
and  honorable  position  in  life. 


■tCVORMAN  C.  BLACK,  a prosperous 
I =l  farmer  of  the  town  of  Scott,  whose 

v ^ portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite 

page,  was  born  in  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Eli 
and  Louisa  (Hull)  Black.  The  Black  family 
is  of  New  England  stock,  George  Black,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  being  born  at 
Blandford,  Hampden  County,  Mass.  There 
he  grew  to  manhood,  married  and  spent 
most  of  his  life.  He  was  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  but  when  the  Revolutionary 
War  broke  out  he  cast  aside  his  work  and 
hastened  to  the  aid  of  his  country.  He  was 
in  many  fierce  battles,  and  was  with  Wash- 
ington’s army  during  the  winter  spent  at 
Valley  Forge,  which  was  the  darkest  and 
most  gloomy  period  of  the  struggle  for  Inde- 
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pendence.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  realize 
at  this  day  the  sufferings  of  those  brave  men ; 
they  were  but  half  clothed,  and  many  of 
them  left  a trail  of  blood  behind  them,  for 
they  were  without  shoes,  and  the  frozen 
snow  and  ice  cut  their  feet.  He  also  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Cherry  Run.  Mr.  Black 
became  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  the 
record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  Reilly;  Henry 
and  Eli  settled  in  the  southwest  part  of  the 
town  of  Scott;  Russell  and  Archibald  settled 
in  Homer,  but  subsequently  they  sold  their 
property  and  went  to  Ashtabula  County, 
Ohio;  Joseph  finally  located  on  a farm  near 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; William  went  to  Coopers- 
town,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.;  Polly  came  to 
Scott,  married  Isaac  Neff,  and  then  removed 
to  Wisconsin;  James  left  home  and  was 
never  again  heard  from  ; Lectia  married  a 
Mr.  Morgan  and  lived  in  Tioga  County,  Pa.; 
and  the  other  two  died  in  Massachusetts. 

Eli  Black  was  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  this  county,  where  he  bought  a farm 
of  one  hundred  acres,  thickly  covered  with 
timber.  He  then  returned  to  Massachusetts, 
and  the  following  year  he  again  came  to  Scott, 
accompanied  by  his  two  brothers,  William  and 
Henry  ; Russell  followed  them  shortly  after. 
Eli  Black  cleared  up  his  land  and  put  it  into 
a state  of  cultivation;  he  subsequently  sold 
that  farm  and  purchased  the  farm  upon 
which  his  son,  Norman  C.,  now  resides.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  all  his  broth- 
ers were  Whigs.  Mr.  Black  chose  as  his 
companion  in  life,  Miss  Louisa  Hull,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jerry  Hull  of  the  town  of  Homer. 
Three  children  blessed  this  union,  namely : 
Dwight,  who  died  at  an  early  age;  Norman 


C.;  and  Watson  J.,  a leading  farmer  of  Ho- 
mer. Eli  Black  entered  into  rest  in  1868, 
being  survived  by  his  wife,  Louisa,  who  lived 
until  1883,  when  she  also  joined  those  gone 
before. 

Norman  C.  Black  has  lived  on  the  old 
homestead  since  he  was  two  years  of  age. 
He  has  always  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  and  has  been  quite  successful.  He 
owns  a fine  farm  of  167  acres,  which  is  well 
supplied  with  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments necessary  for  carrying  on  farming  so 
as  to  insure  a reasonable  profit.  He  is  a man 
of  intelligence,  and  takes  an  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  farmer. 
In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  has 
served  his  district  as  road  commissioner. 


ALVIN  P.  WALRAD,  President  of 
S yp  the  Cortland  Savings  Bank,  is  one  of 
the  solid  and  representative  men  of 
Central  New  York.  He  has  been  in  turn  a 
successful  business  man,  a promoter  of  build- 
ing and  real  estate  operations  in  and  about 
Cortland,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  best  rated 
financiers  and  capitalists  of  his  adopted 
county.  Mr.  Walrad  was  born  near  Sharon 
Springs,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.  In 
1837,  brought  by  his  father,  he  came  to  Cort- 
land County,  and  lived  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  John  Foster  in  Little  York  town- 
ship. He  attended  the  academy,  and  when 
still  a youth  in  years  began  a business  life  in 
company  with  P.  C.  Kingsbury.  Five  years 
later  he  came  to  the  village  of  Cortland,  and 
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took  an  interest  with  Sturtevant,  Fish  & Co., 
an  enterprise  which  later  became  Sturtevant 
& Walrad,  and  still  later  Meyers  & Walrad. 
Mr.  Walrad’s  mercantile  life  extended  from 
1869  until  1887,  and  was  fraught  with  uni- 
form success.  He  has  been  connected  with 
the  Cortland  Savings  Bank  almost  from  its 
foundation  in  1866,  and  has  always  given  it 
the  best  ot  his  thoughts  and  attention.  In 
1 89 1 he  was  elected  its  president  and  has 
since  continued  in  that  office,  ably  seconded 
by  H.  P.  Goodrich  as  vice-president. 

The  Cortland  Savings  Bank  was  organized 
April  13,  1 866,  its  charter  being  secured 

through  the  efforts  of  the  Hon.  Stephen 
Patrick  of  Truxton,  this  county.  The  first 
president  was  William  R.  Randall,  and 
George  W.  Bradford  was  its  original  vice 
president,  with  Mr.  Walrad  the  first  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  The  bank  was  opened 
Sept.  25,  1866,  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
Randall  Bank  Building.  The  history  of  this 
bank  has  been  one  of  constant,  healthy 
growth  and  expansion.  In  time  the  first 
floor  of  the  entire  building  was  brought  into 
use,  and  is  to-day  the  home  of  the  bank. 
The  Cortland  Savings  Bank  does  a general 
banking  business,  and  besides  affords  every 
facility  for  the  man  of  small  income  to  place 
his  savings  in  a safe  place  where  they  will  be 
so  judiciously  handled  as  to  net  him  a good 
return  on  every  cent  laid  by.  The  manage- 
ment has  been  conducted  on  the  very  best  of 
approved  lines  since  the  beginning.  The  first 
president  was  succeeded  in  1875  by  Henry  S. 
Randall,  and  he  in  turn  gave  way  to  Fred- 
rick Hyde  in  1877.  Judge  Holland  R.  Duell 
took  charge  of  the  direction  of  affairs  Nov. 


103 


14,  1887,  and  our  subject  succeeded  that 

eminent  gentleman,  March  9,  1891. 

In  addition  to  the  banking  affairs  outlined 
above,  Mr.  Walrad  has  dealt  extensively  and 
successfully  in  real  estate.  He  has  at  one  time 
and  another  erected  over  thirty  houses, 
several  of  which  he  still  holds.  His  own 
beautiful  home  residence  is  situated  on  Lin- 
coln Avenue. 

Mr.  Walrad  is  a son  of  Peter  Walrad,  a 
native  of  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.  Early 
in  life  the  father  was  engaged  in  business  at 
Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  but  in  1837  he  came  to 
Cortland  County,  buying  and  settling  on  the 
farm  before  mentioned,  where  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood.  He  gave  all  his  subse- 
quent life  to  tilling  the  soil,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-one.  His  wife  was  Catherine 
Bellinger,  daughter  of  Christopher  P.  Bellin- 
ger of  Little  Falls.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two,  being  taken  away  by  consumption. 
Four  children  made  up  the  family,  who  were 
by  name:  Mary  C.;  Philo;  Harriet;  and 
Calvin  P.,  the  subject  of  this  short  review. 

Calvin  P.  Walrad  has  been  twice  married. 
He  took  for  his  first  companion  Sarah  Cham- 
berlain; her  father  was  the  well  known  Alfred 
Chamberlain  of  Cortland.  She  was  taken 
from  her  husband  by  death  after  six  years  of 
happy  wedded  life,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight. 
One  son,  Alfred  C.,  now  a bookkeeper  in  the 
Cortland  Howe  Ventilator  Stove  Works, 
was  born  of  the  first  union.  The  second 
wife  of  our  subject  was  Grace,  a sister  of  his 
first  spouse,  and  from  the  latter  marriage  two 
children  were  added  to  the  family  circle, 
Grace  C.  and  Annie  S. 

Mr.  Walrad  is  a leading  Republican  of  this 
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region.  He  has  been  on  the  school  board 
for  seven  years,  retiring  upon  his  election  to 
the  presidency  of  the  village  of  Cortland, 
which  office  he  held  in  1891-93.  He  is  now 
a director  of  the  Elmira,  Cortland  & North- 
ern R.  R.,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  Cortland 
Rural  Cemetery  Association.  In  church 
matters  he  is  a Presbyterian. 


SCAR  N.  GARDNER.  Among  the 
prominent  and  influential  farmers 
and  citizens  of  Cortland  County  is 
the  subject  of  the  following  sketch,  whose 
name  occurs  above.  He  is  a native  of  Free- 
town, this  county,  where  he  was  born  June 
26,  1846.  He  is  a son  of  Stephen  and  Caro- 
line (Bronson)  Gardner.  His  grandfather, 
Abiah  Gardner,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
was  one  who  figured  very  prominently 
among  the  pioneers,  and  who  lived  to  see 
the  development  of  his  country,  and  to  see 
the  wilds  of  his  native  county  transformed 
into  comfortable  homes.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  moved  to  the  town  of  New  Lisbon, 
Otsego  County,  and  in  1830  he  changed  his 
residence  and  located  upon  a farm  near 
Freetown,  this  county.  There  he  at  once 
engaged  in  the  vocation  of  an  agriculturist, 
and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  and 
most  careful  farmers  of  his  time.  Abiah 
Gardner  married  Hannah  Bowdish,  and  to 
them  were  born  a family  of  eleven  children  : 
Elizabeth,  Lucy,  Eunice,  Matilda,  Sally,  Ger- 
trude, Stephen,  James,  Perry,  Joseph  and 
Hiram.  His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in 
Freetown,  December,  1876. 


Stephen  Gardner,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Otsego  County  in  1811. 
He  married  Caroline  Bronson,  and  as  a re- 
sult of  this  happy  union,  their  home  was 
blessed  by  the  following  children  : Eugene, 
deceased ; George,  deceased ; Frank,  who 
resides  in  Freetown,  and  is  a carpenter  and 
joiner  by  trade ; Oscar  N.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  one  that  died  in  infancy;  Hannah 
died  at  the  age  of  t wenty -three ; Sallie,  wid- 
ow of  Morris  Briggs,  now  residing  in  Free- 
town ; and  Eunice,  wife  of  W.  L.  Seeber, 
who  resides  in  Cortland.  Mr.  Gardner  spent 
his  life  upon  a farm.  From  choice  and  in- 
clination he  delighted  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  had  a beautiful  farm,  well  situ- 
ated, and  on  it  he  lived  in  comparative  ease 
and  enjoyed  life  in  its  truest  sense.  He 
died  in  December,  1876,  and  his  death  was 
mourned  by  a large  circle  of  intimate  ac- 
quaintances, who  esteemed  him  as  an  honest 
and  true  friend. 

Oscar  N.  Gardner’s  education  was  limited 
to  the  common  schools  of  his  neighborhood. 
He  remained  at  home  during  his  early  youth, 
and  began  life  on  his  own  account,  as  a sta- 
tionary engineer,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed for  eight  years.  Finding  this  not  con- 
genial to  his  tastes,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  has  followed  this 
trade  ever  since.  He  owns  a well-improved 
farm  situated  near  Freetown,  which  he  rents, 
and  which  brings  him  a snug  income.  He 
also  owns  sixty-one  acres  of  good  land.  He 
lives  upon  the  old  homestead,  which  is  hand- 
somely situated,  with  a large  and  commodi- 
ous house,  elegantly  furnished,  and  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful  scenery.  Politically, 
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he  has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket 
on  all  occasions,  and  has  labored  zealously 
and  conscientiously  in  its  behalf,  devoting 
much  personal  labor  in  its  interests.  He  has 
served  his  party  as  supervisor  for  four  years 
or  three  terms,  and  has  frequently  repre- 
sented his  people  in  county  conventions  and 
public  assemblies,  and  is  at  present  a dele- 
gate to  the  county  convention.  In  the  pres- 
ent and  years  gone  by,  the  neighbors  of  Mr. 
Gardner  have  known  him  as  an  open,  gener- 
ous-hearted man,  a true  friend  and  an  honest, 
upright  citizen. 

1 

R.  WILLIAM  J.  MOORE.  The 
offices  of  Cortland  County  are  ad- 
ministered in  an  able,  intelligent 
manner  by  representative  men,  whose  nat- 
ural abilities  and  superior  qualifications  have 
admirably  fitted  them  for  the  positions  of 
trust  to  which  they  have  been  elected,  and 
which  they  are,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
filling  in  a most  efficient  manner.  There  are 
some  whom  long  years  of  excellent  service 
prove  to  be  men  who  can  be  depended  upon 
at  all  times  to  do  the  best  in  their  power  for 
the  interests  of  the  county  and  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  general  welfare.  To  such  a class 
belongs  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Dr.  Moore, 
who  is  now  filling  out  his  ninth  year  of 
service  as  a coroner  of  the  county,  and  mak- 
ing a record  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud 
for  uprightness  and  general  trustworthiness. 
As  a physician  of  repute  and  good  standing 
he  is  well  known,  and  his  practice  is  extended 

and  very  remunerative  in  its  returns. 

6 


His  father,  David  Moore,  was  born  in 
Ayreshire,  Scotland,  and  was  a son  of 
Thomas  Moore.  He  married  Catherine 
Crosbie,  daughter  of  James  Crosbie  of  Dum- 
frieshire,  Scotland,  and  in  1848  came  to 
America,  landing  in  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he 
resided  one  year,  following  his  trade  as  a me- 
chanic. From  there  he  moved  to  New  York 
City,  and  finally  located  in  Newburg,  N.  Y., 
where  he  lived  until  1861.  In  that  year  he 
went  to  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  to  accept  a position 
as  foreman  of  the  New  York  Central  R.  R. 
Boiler  Shops,  and  continued  to  make  that 
city  his  home  until  his  death  in  1891,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  As  an  evidence  of  his 
faithful  service  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad, 
and  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  it  is 
but  necessary  to  point  to  the  twenty  years’ 
continuous  connection  with  the  company  as 
the  foreman  of  the  shops  mentioned  above. 
It  is  by  no  means  a common  case,  and  it 
serves  in  this  connection  to  throw  light  on 
the  character  of  his  son,  our  subject,  who  has 
inherited  many  of  his  parent’s  most  valuable 
traits.  David  Moore’s  wife  died  October  31, 
1897,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  They 
favored  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his 
politics  he  fully  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party.  There  were  four  chil- 
dren in  the  parental  family,  who  were  named 
as  follows:  James  C.;  David;  William  J.,  the 
subject  of  this  writing;  and  Catherine  (Da- 
vidson). 

Dr.  William  J.  Moore  was  born  in  New- 
burg, N.  Y.,  September  17,  1858.  Conse- 
quent upon  the  family’s  removal  to  Syracuse 
when  he  was  about  three  years  of  age,  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  public  and 
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high  schools  of  that  city.  He  studied  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  Crouse  of  Syracuse,  and  was 
also  indebted  to  Dr.  I.  H.  Searle  for  much 
valuable  aid.  He  took  his  first  lectures  in 
the  Syracuse  Medical  College,  and  finished 
his  professional  education  in  the  University 
of  New  York  City,  graduating  with  the 
class  of  1880.  He  practiced  three  years  in 
North  Syracuse,  three  years  in  Summer  Hill, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  1886  established  himself  in 
Cortland,  where  he  labored  with  successful 
results  in  the  building  up  of  a good  practice. 

In  1880  he  married  Emma  A.  Baum,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Arthur  St.  John.  Dr. 
Moore  is  a member  of  Cortlandville  Lodge, 
No.  407,  F.  A.  M.,  and  also  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  No.  1007.  His  relations  with  his  brother 
practitioners  are  of  the  most  friendly  nature, 
and  he  is  esteemed  a valuable  member  of  the 
Cortland  County  Medical  Association,  and 
also  of  the  Central  New  York  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. He  has  never  been  anything  but  a 
stanch  Republican  of  the  most  pronounced 
type.  As  health  officer  of  the  village  of 
Cortland  he  has  served  since  1887,  and  is  now 
in  his  fourth  term  as  coroner  of  the  county. 
Dr.  Moore’s  portrait  is  shown  on  a preceding 
page  in  proximity  to  this. 


-r^\ATHAN  A.  P.  KINNEY  of  Homer, 
I Cortland  County,  is  descended  from 

-L  V ^ a sturdy  New  England  ancestry, 
which  on  the  maternal  side  made  an  honor- 
able record  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
is  the  youngest  son  of  Allen  and  Charity 


(Davis)  Kinney,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Scott,  this  county,  November  12,  1829. 

Allen  Kinney  was  a native  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  came  into  life  in  1790. 
Prior  to  his  marriage  he  journeyed,  a young 
man,  into  Central  New  York,  and  located  in 
the  town  of  Homer.  He  soon,  however, 
changed  his  home  to  the  town  of  Scott,  and 
there  resided  during  the  most  of  his  life. 
Mr.  Kinney  moved  back  to  Homer  a short 
time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1862.  He  was  a gentleman  of  culture  and 
education,  and  was  one  of  Cortland  County’s 
early  schoolmasters.  His  main  work  through 
life  was  that  of  a farmer,  and  he  owned  and 
greatly  improved  his  200  acre  farm  in  Scott. 
The  privations,  which  beset  the  early  set- 
tlers, he  underwent,  clearing  up  his  land 
almost  from  its  virgin  state.  Mr.  Kinney  at 
one  time  in  his  life  owned  and  operated  a 
grist  mill  and  woolen  factory  at  Little  York 
in  the  town  of  Homer.  The  Whig  party 
claimed  his  allegiance  until  before  the  Civil 
War,  when  he  became  an  influential  Republi- 
can. In  the  township  he  served  one  term  as 
justice' of  the  peace,  but  was  never  ambitious 
for  official  place.  He  was  a very  active 
worker  in  behalf  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a life-long  member. 
Mr.  Kinney  married  Charity  H.  Davis, 
daughter  of  Nathan  Davis,  who  with  his 
family  came  into  Tompkins  County  at  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  made  a 
home  at  Groton,  where  he  died.  Both 
Nathan  Davis  and  his  father  were  Revolu- 
tionary heroes.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Kinney 
was  born  in  the  old  Bay  State  in  1789,  and 
died  at  Hanover  village,  Mass.,  September 
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1,  1876.  She  was  possessed  of  a very  good 
education,  and  taught  schooTfor  many  years 
in  Cortland  and  Tompkins  Counties.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kinney  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Those  surviving  were : Sanford  B , now 

deceased ; Freelove  B.,  who  died  at  seven 
years  of  age;  and  Nathan  A.  P.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

The  latter  went  to  the  common  schools 
first,  then  attended  the  Cortland  Academy, 
now  Homer  Academy,  and  when  he 
finished  his  education  began  clerking 
in  a store,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
He  went  to  Scott  in  1855,  and  began 
farming  on  the  home  place,  which  occupation 
he  continued  without  cessation  for  forty 
years.  In  1895,  Mr.  Kinney  came  to  Homer, 
where  he  now  lives,  and  since  that  time  has 
looked  after  his  farming  affairs,  and  other 
property  interests.  His  farm  in  Scott  is 
fertile  and  well  improved,  being  among  the 
best  in  a region  noted  for  desirable  land. 
Mr.  Kinney  is  a stockholder  in  the  Homer 
National  Bank,  and  a stockholder  and  a 
director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Homer.  Politically,  he  favors  the  Republi- 
can party,  but  has  never  been  desirous  ot 
political  preferment.  He  has  thrown  his 
talents  strictly  into  the  channels  for  which 
they  were  best  fitted,  and  success  and  pros- 
perity have  come  as  the  natural  results.  To 
the  support  of  the  various  churches  he  has 
always  been  a liberal  contributor,  and  he  cor- 
dially approves  of  their  work  in  the  com- 
munity. 

In  his  lifetime,  Mr.  Kinney  has  been  twice 
married.  First,  in  1854,  to  Nancy  Babcock, 


daughter  of  Justus  Babcock,  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  who  moved  into  the  town  of 
Scott.  Four  children  were  born  to  this  first 
union,  by  name:  Emma  F.;  Jennie  A.;  Mar- 
tin L.;  and  Sanford  B.  Emma  F.  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Homer  Academy,  and  at  the 
Cortland  State  Normal  School,  graduating 
at  both  places.  She  taught  in  this  county, 
and  in  the  State  of  Iowa  for  seven  years, 
finally  marrying  E.  N.  Breidinger  of  Iowa. 
Jennie  A.  is  now  a resident  of  Cortland, 
while  the  two  sons  live  in  Homer.  Mr.  Kin- 
ney wedded  the  second  time  Theresa  Bab- 
cock, a sister  of  his  first  helpmeet,  and  by 
her  had  three  children:  Byron  of  Homer; 
Clara,  wife  of  Thomas  Moore  of  Homer;  and 
May,  now  a student  and  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Kinney  is  a very  pleasant,  affable  gen- 
tleman, and  of  shrewd  business  instincts.  He 
is  honest  and  upright  in  his  own  life,  and  he 
expects  to  meet  those  same  qualities  in 
others.  His  judgment  is  of  the  soundest, 
and  he  looks  more  to  the  real  worth  of  men 
and  of  interests,  rather  than  to  external  ap- 
pearances. 


~|‘j^)TORACE  P.  GOODRICH,  now  far 
r^-l  advanced  in  years,  and  ripe  in  an 

-L-  V* ,,  experience  that  has  covered  a vast 

range  of  interests,  is  an  esteemed  resident  of 
the  village  of  Cortland,  and  one  of  the  coun- 
ty’s sterling  citizens.  As  a farmer,  a business 
man,  a dealer  in  the  products  of  this  region,  a 
railway  superintendent,  a land-holder,  and  a 
financier,  he  has  sought  to  fulfill  the  demands 
of  his  career,  and  right  well  has  he  attained 
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his  aim.  Few  men  have  had  more  to  do  with 
the  advancement  of  any  region,  than  has  Mr. 
Goodrich  with  this,  his  adopted  section. 

Mr.  Goodrich  was  born  at  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
March  16,  1813.  His  parents  were  Levi  and 
W ealthy  (Whitney)  Goodrich,  of  whom  the 
father  was  a native  of  Norfolk,  Conn. 

Levi  Goodrich  was  during  his  life  a general 
contractor  and  builder.  He  did  a large 
amount  of  railroad  construction,  but  toward 
the  end  of  his  life  he  spent  most  of  his  time 
in  cultivating  the  soil  in  his  Berkshire  home. 
He  and  his  wife  were  both  of  pure  English 
ancestry.  They  both  departed  this  life  in 
Massachusetts,  the  father  at  eighty-three,  and 
the  mother  at  seventy-two.  Their  children 
numbered  nine  and  were  as  follows  : Noah 
W.;  Horace  P.,  our  subject  ; Milton  G.;  Mary; 
Harriet ; Caroline ; Anna;  Lucy;  and  Abby, 
who  died  while  still  in  tender  years. 

Horace  P.  Goodrich  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  his  native  state  until  he  was 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.  About  1840,  he 
came  to  Cortland,  and  entered  upon  a mer- 
cantile career,  which  he  followed  for  fifteen 
years.  During  that  time  he  was  in  the  dry 
goods  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pom- 
eroy & Goodrich  ; later  alone  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  trade ; and  still  later  was  a member  ol 
the  firm  of  Mills  & Goodrich,  hardware  deal- 
ers. He  had  also,  early  in  his  business  life, 
commenced  buying  wool,  and  so  well  did  he 
succeed  that  when  the  wool  raising  industry 
was  in  its  prime  in  Central  New  York,  he 
was  the  heaviest  buyer  in  this  famed  section. 
He  was  also  a heavy  buyer  of  cattle  and  hogs 
and  a drover,  sending  his  herds  to  the  mar- 
kets of  Albany  and  Boston.  He  had  still 


another  interest  ol  importance,  and  this  was 
a stage  line  to  Syracuse,  Ithaca  and  Canas- 
tota,  which  he  owned  for  ten  years.  He  also 
had  an  extensive  livery  establishment  in  con- 
nection with  his  stage  business.  When  the 
Utica,  Ithaca  & Elmira  R.  R.  was  built 
through  this  region,  Mr.  Goodrich  had 
charge  of  and  personally  superintended  the 
construction.  When  the  road  was  completed 
he  became  its  first  superintendent,  and  so 
continued  until  the  road  changed  hands.  He 
was,  besides  all  this,  one  of  the  original  pro- 
moters of  the  Cortland  Rural  Cemetery,  and 
has  been  president,  vice-president,  treasurer, 
and  is  now  vice-president  of  the  Association, 
and  has  been  a trustee  since  its  organization. 
This  Association  has  accomplished  a work  of 
which  its  supporters  may  well  feel  proud. 
Mr.  Goodrich  has  in  his  late  years  been  quite 
a builder,  and  has  done  very  much  to  im- 
prove Cortland's  appearance.  He  has  erect- 
ed twenty  model  tenement  houses,  of  which 
he  now  retains  the  ownership  of  several.  He 
has  also  erected  the  beautiful  residence  which 
he  makes  his  home.  In  all  the  movements 
which  were  designed  to  carry  the  village 
ahead  he  has  been  liberal  and  active.  Since 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  Mr. 
Goodrich  has  been  a stanch  adherent  of  its 
principles,  though  before  that  time  he  was  a 
Democrat  of  prominence.  As  to  matters  re- 
ligious, our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  faithful  wife  of  Mr. 
Goodrich  was,  before  marriage,  Miss  Mary 
E.  Mills,  a daughter  of  Myron  L.  Mills  of 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  in 
1819,  and  departed  this  life  in  1895.  To  them 
was  born  one  son,  Horton  Mills  Goodrich, 
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who  died  April  2,  1852,  a lad  of  five  years  of 
age.  They  adopted  a boy,  but  he,  too,  was 
taken  at  the  age  of  eighteen  ; his  name  was 
Charles  P.  Meracle,  and  he  died  January  6, 
18  66. 

Mr.  Goodrich  is  at  this  writing  a very  ac- 
tive man.  His  constitution  has  been  of  the 
kind  that  has  enabled  him  to  go  through  all 
kinds  of  hardship  and  toil  without  showing 
their  effects.  His  present  affluent  position  is 
due  to  thrift  and  good  business  methods, 
founded  upon  honesty  and  uprightness.  Few 
men  so  completely  hold  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  the  public  as  does  he,  and  his  stand- 
ing is  certainly  well  merited.  He  is  now 
directly  interested  in  many  of  Cortland's  best 
enterprises,  and  holds  the  office  of  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Cortland  Savings  Bank,  an  insti- 
tution of  incalculable  value  to  the  citizens  of 
the  village  of  Cortland  and  the  surrounding 
towns.  Mr.  Goodrich  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal subscribers  to  the  bonds  of  the  Traction 
Company  to  provide  means  for  the  comple- 
tion of  that  enterprise. 


ENJAMIN  BROWN,  deceased,  was 
a well-to-do  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Cuyler,  and  was  born  in  that  town, 
near  Keeney’s  Settlement,  May  12,  1814.  He 
was  a son  of  Seabury  and  Polly  (Fox)  Brown, 
and  grandson  of  Benjamin  Brown. 

Benjamin  Brown,  Sr.,  was  born  in  East 
Hartford,  Conn.;  shortly  after  his  marriage 
to  Dorinda  Webster  in  1795,  he  emigrated  to 
this  county  and  settled  near  Keeney’s  Settle- 
ment, where  he  remained  the  rest  of  his  life. 
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He  purchased  a large  tract  of  Government 
land  and  followed  farming  all  his  life.  This 
land  was  formerly  covered  with  forest ; but 
time,  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  man,  have  transformed  nearly  all  of  it 
into  a productive  farm.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  one  of  the  fore- 
most ones  in  erecting  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Keeney’s  Settlement,  in  which  church  he  was 
a deacon  for  many  years.  He  was  the  father 
of  a large  family  of  children. 

Seabury  Brown  was  a resident  of  Cuyler 
all  his  life,  where  he  followed  the  vocation  of 
a farmer.  He  owned  three  hundred  acres  of 
the  best  improved  land  in  that  section  of  the 
county.  In  addition  to  farming,  he  also  op- 
erated a dairy.  Mr.  Brown  passed  from  this 
life  in  1854.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Polly-  Fox,  and  they  reared  a family  of  two 
sons  and  five  daughters. 

Benjamin  Brown,  subject  of  this  personal 
history,  spent  all  his  life  in  the  town  of  Cuy- 
ler, with  the  exception  of  the  last  five  years, 
when  he  was  a resident  of  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 
He  was  engaged  in  general  farming,  and 
owned  some  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 
He  passed  from  this  life  at  Cazenovia,  N.  Y., 
June  5,  1878.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
left  an  estate  that  was  valued  at  several  thou- 
sand dollars,  including  a farm  of  three  hun- 
dred acres  now  operated  by  his  son-in-law, 
H.  W.  Keeney.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Sarah  Bogardus,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Sarah  Bogardus,  who  were  early  settlers  in 
Cuyler  from  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Brown  was  born  November  11,  1816,  and 
died  April  14,  1897.  They  reared  a family 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living. 
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The  nine  who  grew  to  maturity  are  as  fol- 
lows : Stephen,  deceased  ; Phoebe,  deceased  ; 
Celestia,  deceased ; Anna,  who  resides  in 
Cuyler;  Norman,  deceased  ; William  Henry, 
deceased  ; Israel  D.;  Seabury  F.;  and  Alice 
E.,  wife  of  H.  W.  Keeney,  whose  personal 
history  appears  elsewhere.  Israel  and  Sea- 
bury Brown  engaged  in  the  flour  and  feed 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Brown  Bros. 
They  followed  this  business  until  1896,  when 
they  began  to  deal  in  hardware.  They  are 
now  the  leading  hardware  merchants  in  the 
village.  Mr.  Brown  was  an  attendant  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  devoted  much  time 
and  means  to  enhance  its  well  being.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Brown  was  a staunch  Republican. 
On  another  page  appears  a portrait  of  our 
subject,  and  with  it  we  also  present  an  excel- 
lent likeness  ot  Mrs.  Brown  as  a companion 
picture. 


ARLES  A.  KEECH,  who  is  engag- 
C' ed  in  fanning  in  the  town  of  Har- 

>s*»S •"  ford,  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Betsey 

(Gee)  Keech,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Harford,  this  county,  March  11,  1836. 

His  grandfather,  Robert  Keech,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  City,  and  was  a sailor 
by  occupation.  He  removed  to  the  town  of 
Virgil  about  1808,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  was  formerly 
Nancy  Tompkins,  a member  of  one  of  the 
old  families  of  New  York  City,  who  lived 
there  before  the  Revolution  and  were  there 
when  the  city  was  captured  by  the  British. 
They  were  originally  from  France. 


Isaac  Keech  was  born  in  New  York  City 
in  1796,  and  when  twelve  years  old  came 
with  his  parents  to  the  town  of  Virgil. 
Later  he  moved  to  the  town  of  Harford 
where  he  resided  until  1864,  when  he  moved 
to  the  town  of  Dryden,  where  he  died  July 
31,  1877.  He  married  Betsey  Gee,  whose 
father  was  William  Gee,  of  English  ancestry, 
who  served  as  a major  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Virgil.  Her  mother  was  Elanah 
Parliman,  whose  predecessors  were  from 
Holland.  Betsey  (Gee)  Keech  Avas  born 
July  5,  1799,  and  died  Feb.  20,  1876.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  the  following  children  : 
Nancy  M.,  born  Aug.  6,  1821,  married  Elisha 
Webb  of  Ohio,  where  she  died  May  14,  1858  ; 
Ursula,  born  June  25,  1825,  the  wife  of 

Charles  Miller,  a retired  farmer  of  Virgil; 
Dolly  Ann,  born  Feb.  11,  1828,  died  July  6, 
1894,  the  wile  of  Elijah  Stowe;  Emily  E., 
born  June  19,  1830,  the  widoAv  of  Abiathar  S. 
Briggs,  a farmer  of  St.  Peter,  Minn.;  Charles 
A.;  George  E.,  born  June  25,  1839,  lives 
in  Pleasantville,  Pa.,  Avhere  he  follows  his 
occupation  of  a farmer;  and  Isaac  E.,  born 
Sept.  10,  1842,  a farmer  of  Dryden.  George 
and  Isaac  served  in  the  Civil  War,  George 
enlisting  in  the  76th  Regiment  and  serving 
over  three  years,  and  Isaac  enlisting  in  the 
9th  N.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery  and  serving  two 
years,  part  of  the  time  being  in  the  hospital. 

Charles  A.  Keech  was  instructed  in  the 
common  schools,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
did  such  work  about  the  farm  as  usually  falls 
to  the  lot  of  a farmer  boy.  This  discipline 
was  just  the  kind  needed  to  make  him 
thoroughly  understand  all  the  details  of  farm 
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work,  and  the  advantages  gained  by  such  a 
training  were  fully  appreciated  a few  years 
later  when  he  started  out  for  himself.  For 
seven  years  he  worked  at  farm  work  by  the 
month,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  farmed  on 
shares  from  1864  until  1889,  when  he  removed 
to  the  town  of  Harford,  where  he  has  since 
lived.  In  1859,  Mr-  Keech  took,  as  his  help- 
meet, Eliza  Purvis,  who  was  born  Nov.  25, 
1833,  and  to  them  have  been  given  the  fol- 
lowing children  : James  E.,  born  April  1, 
1863,  died  Jan  31,  18S0;  and  Frank,  born 
Oct.  11,  1886,  and  died  Feb.  1,  1880.  Mr. 
Keech  still  carries  on  his  farming,  owning 
one  farm  of  135  acres,  and  one  adjoining  in 
Dryden  of  35  acres,  formed}'  owned  by  his 
wife.  He  disposed  of  another  farm  a few 
years  ago.  In  political  belief  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. In  religious  views  he  is  liberal,  but 
attends  the  M.  E.  Church  of  which  his  wife 
was  a constant  and  loyal  member.  Mrs. 
Keech  died  Dec.  27,  1897,  aged  sixty-four 
years. 


vlj I HOMAS  FT  DOWD, aprominent  young 
g]  I attorney  of  Cortland  village,  was  born 
there  January  23,  1870.  He  is  a son  of 

Bernard  Dowd  and  grandson  of  John  Dowd, 
both  of  whom  were  born  at  Strokestown, 
Ireland. 

Bernard  Dowd  came  to  this  country  in 
1847  and  located  in  Cortland  village.  He 
was  accompanied  by  his  father,  four  broth- 
ers, and  two  sisters.  His  father  lived 
with  them  until  his  death  in  1876.  From 
Cortland  he  moved  to  the  town  of  Cuyler, 


and  engaged  in  farming  for  a number  of 
years,  then  returned  to  Cortland  where  he 
established  a grocery  store  and  shoe  busi- 
ness, which  he  conducted  until  1865.  Dis- 
posing of  his  mercantile  business,  he  be- 
came proprietor  of  the  Farmers  Hotel  in 
Cortland,  which  he  continued  to  run  until 
his  death,  in  October,  1894.  His  wife  died 
in  May,  1871.  They  reared  eight  children. 
They  are  as  follows:  Ellen  (Ready);  Mary 
C.;  John  F.;  Catherine;  Thomas  H.;  Augus- 
tus; Anna;  and  Charles. 

Thomas  H.  Dowd  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  Cortland  State  Normal  School, 
and  was  graduated  with  honors  from  the 
classical  course  of  that  institution  in  1890. 
He  then  entered  the  Cornell  Law  School 
and,  upon  the  completion  of  his  course  there 
in  1892,  finished  his  studies  in  the  office  of 
Smith  & Dickinson,  of  Cortland,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1893.  His  success  as  an 
attorney  has  been  remarkable.  Early  in  his 
legal  career,  regard  was  shown  him,  for  in 
1895  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  oi 
Dorr  C.  Smith.  He  is  now  serving  his  sec- 
ond term  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his 
rulings  as  a justice  are  seldom  questioned 
or  reversed  in  the  higher  courts. 

Mr.  Dowd  is  a staunch  Republican  and 
was  prominent  in  the  McKinley  campaign, 
being  one  of  the  first  to  take  up  the  fight 
in  Cortland  County.  Few  men  of  his  age 
possess  such  an  accurate  knowledge  of  law 
and  are  so  thoroughly  acquainted  with  human 
nature.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Republican 
League  Club  of  Cortland  in  1896-7,  and  the 
interest  manifested  by  him  greatly  enhanced 
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its  success.  In  the  fall  of  ’9 7 he  was  nom- 
inated on  the  Republican  ticket  as  candidate 
for  the  office  of  district  attorney  of  Cortland 
County. 

Mr.  Dowd  is  prominent  in  Cortland  so- 
ciety ; being  the  possessor  of  a fine  voice 
his  services  are  much  in  demand  in  the  so- 
cial and  musical  entertainments  of  the  village. 
He  has  a pleasing  address  and  is  generous 
and  liberal  in  his  sentiments.  His  genial 
disposition  and  reputation  for  honesty  have 
made  him  popular  with  all  classes  and  de- 
mand the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hi- 
bernians; and  is  a Knight  ol  the  Grand 
Knights  of  Columbus. 


W' 


ARREN  SALISBURY  is  one  of 
the  citizen  farmers  of  Homer, 
whom  all  look  up  to  with  respect.  The 
duties  that  have  fallen  to  his  lot  during  his 
long  and  useful  life  have  been  in  every  case 
performed  with  a cheerfulness  and  steadiness 
of  purpose,  that  have  made  him  at  once  a 
model  and  a source  of  encouragement  for 
others.  He  is  now  living  at  a good  and 
respected  age,  surrounded  with  the  fruits  of 
his  thrift  and  his  toil,  and  among  a people 
whom  his  kindly  ways  and  ready  good  will 
have  drawn  to  him. 

Mr.  Salisbury  is  a son  of  Joseph  M.  and 
Ann  (Smith)  Salisbury,  and  was  born  in 
Homer,  Cortland  County,  March  10,  1832. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  Thomas  Salis- 
bury, who  was  born,  raised,  and  married  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  When  the  son, 


Joseph,  was  about  four  years  of  age,  Thomas 
Salisbury  with  his  entire  family  came  out  to 
Central  New  York,  and  settled  in  Cortland 
County.  The  country  was  then  new,  and 
many  of  the  dusky  braves  of  the  forest, 
whom  Cooper  made  famous,  were  in  their 
accustomed  haunts  in  this  historic  region. 
With  brave  heart  and  ready  arm,  the  pioneer 
set  about  making  a safe  home  tor  his  family, 
locating  in  Homer  township  at  a point  near 
Scott.  On  the  home  acre  of  his  own  clear- 
ing, he  lived  and  labored  to  a good  old  age. 
Besides  being  a good  farmer,  Mr.  Salisbury 
was  a cooper  by  trade,  and  his  handiwork 
was  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  growing  com- 
munity, so  that  as  his  sons  grew  to  manhood 
and  could  take  the  farm  labor  off  his  hands, 
he  was  able  to  devote  much  of  his  time  to 
his  craft. 

Joseph  M.  Salisbury,  father  of  our  subject, 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  Homer  farm.  In 
addition  to  farming,  he  learned  from  his 
father  the  cooper’s  trade,  and  followed  it 
through  life  in  connection  with  farming.  He 
spent  all  his  life  on  and  about  the  home 
place.  Mr.  Salisbury  was  a man  held  in 
high  repute  in  the  community,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  denomination,  and  in  poli- 
tics a Whig  and  later  a Republican.  His 
wife,  a Miss  Ann  Smith,  bore  to  him  a family 
of  two  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Our  subject,  Warren  Salisbury,  was  one  of 
the  two  sons.  He  was  reared  in  Homer,  his 
native  town,  and  remained  on  the  home 
place  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
then  struck  out  for  himself,  and  followed 
farming  three  or  four  years.  Next  he  learn- 
ed the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  worked  at  that 
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occupation  for  a time,  but  his  natural  inclina- 
tions asserted  themselves,  and  he  went  back 
to  tilling  the  soil.  In  1877,  he  located  on  the 
place  where  he  now  resides,  and  during  all  ol 
his  active  life  he  has  devoted  himself  to  agri- 
cultural labors.  Besides  his  many  cares  and 
duties,  he  finds  much  time  to  devote  to  other 
affairs.  He  is  a leading  member  and  sup- 
porter of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Homer,  and 
used  to  be  a Republican  in  politics.  Realiz- 
ing full  well  what  a curse  the  use  ol  spirit- 
uous liquors  was  becoming  to  the  American 
people,  he  became  an  ardent  Prohibitionist, 
and  is  now  a supporter  of  that  party.  He 
wedded  Roxanna  Gay  of  Preble  in  1862,  and 
one  child,  Cora,  has  been  born  to  them.  She 
is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Dewey,  who  lives 
with  his  father-in-law  and  is  a mechanic  em- 
ployed in  the  W.  N.  Brock  Wagon  and  Car- 
riage Works  at  Homer.  Mr.  Salisbury  is  a 
gentleman,  who  has  traveled  life’s  long  road, 
attending  strictly  to  the  affairs  that  he  has  en- 
countered along  the  path.  Not  at  all  ambi- 
tious for  place  or  power,  he  has  attained  the 
standing  which  uprightness,  sobriety,  and 
attention  to  the  better  things  of  life  are 
bound  to  give. 


'fp)TUGH  DUFFEY.  This  enterprising 
rY1 1 citizen  of  Cortland  village,  through 

v - his  connection  with  the  Cortland 

Wagon  Co.,  as  vice-president  and  superin- 
tendent, has  the  direction  and  personal  super- 
vision of  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manu- 


factories of  Central  New  York,  whose  pro- 
duct is  known  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 


Mr.  Duffey  is  abundantly  qualified  to  fill  this 
or  any  similar  position,  for  his  life  has  been 
spent  in  factories  and  in  following  mechan- 
ical arts.  He  is  practical,  and  has  a shrewd 
eye  for  improvements  and  new  adaptations 
in  machinery. 

Mr.  Duffey  was  born  in  Wyoming  County, 
this  state,  near  Portage  Bridge  over  the 
Genesee  River,  June  10,  1840.  At  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  apprenticed  himself  to  the 
machinist’s  trade,  working  at  the  Buffalo 
Steam  Engine  Works,  where  he  served  a 
four  years’  apprenticeship.  He  then  turned 
his  attention  to  engineering,  and  having  be- 
come thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  re- 
quirements of  that  occupation,  he  went  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  1861,  to  take  charge  of  a 
line  of  boats  that  plied  from  that  port  during 
the  war.  In  1865  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and 
took  charge  of  the  Brundage  Horse-nail 
Works,  and  when  the  plant  removed  to 
Middletown,  N.  Y.,  he  became  a partner  in 
the  concern,  and  still  kept  with  it,  having 
entire  charge  of  the  manufacturing.  The 
plant  was  finally  moved  to  Cortland,  N.  Y., 
and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  the  Cort- 
land Horse-nail  Manufacturing  Co.  Mr. 
Duffey  accompanied  the  company  to  Cort- 
land, and  remained  with  them  until  1879, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  so  as  to  devote  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  the  Cortland 
Wagon  Co. 

The  foundations  for  the  present  success  of 
the  Cortland  Wagon  Co.  were  laid  in  a hum- 
ble way  in  1864  by  the  present  head  of  the 
concern,  Lawrence  J.  Fitzgerald.  In  that 
year  this  last-named  gentleman  came  to  Cort- 
land, and  began  to  make  wagons,  most  of  the 
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work  being  done  by  himself ; five  years  later 
the  business  had  grown  to  such  proportions 
that  a partner  in  the  person  of  O.  C.  Gee 
was  taken  into  the  business,  and  as  Fitzger- 
ald & Gee  they  flourished  until  1872,  when 
Mr.  Gee  sold  his  share  to  C.  W.  Kinne,  and 
the  resulting  firm  bought  a new  place  on 
Railroad  Street,  and  erected  thereon  a large 
plant  to  accommodate  the  increase  in  their 
business,  necessitated  by  the  ever-increasing 
demand  for  the  far-famed  wagon  product. 
The  entire  supervision  and  care  of  the  estab- 
lishment having  devolved  upon  Mr.  Fitzger- 
ald in  1877,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Kinne,  he  set 
about  placing  the  affairs  of  the  company  in 
better  shape,  so  that  the  business  might  be 
handled  with  more  expedition  and  accuracy. 
Accordingly,  the  Cortland  Wagon  Co.  was 
incorporated  in  the  last  months  of  1878,  and 
on  January  1,  1879,  with  Mr.  Fitzgerald  as 
president,  and  Mr.  Duffey,  our  subject,  as 
vice-president,  assumed  charge  of  the  entire 
plant  and  business.  Seven  years  later,  Mr. 
F.  Cy  Straat  was  elected  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  company,  and  at  this  time  attends 
to  the  office  work  and  financial  affairs.  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  has  charge  of  the  business  policy 
of  the  company,  and  exercises  a general  su- 
pervision over  all  the  outside  territory.  Mr. 
Duffey,  himself,  has  the  important  post  of 
superintendent,  and  looks  after  all  the  details 
of  the  manufacturing. 

In  1881,  the  output  having  increased  from 
4,500  vehicles  in  1877  to  8,000  in  1880,  a 
splendid  factory,  with  a capacity  of  about 
30,000  vehicles  per  year,  had  been  built 
by  degrees,  and  was  then  in  use.  In  1884 
the  product  went  up  to  12,000  vehicles,  and 


in  1888  mounted  still  higher  to  the  enormous 
aggregate  of  27,000,  which  included  wagons, 
carriages,  carts,  sleighs,  etc.  In  1888  the 
company  met  severe  losses  in  the  destruction 
of  their  factory  by  fire,  but  it  was  quickly 
replaced  the  following  summer  with  a new 
and  better  plant,  and  the  work  of  turning  out 
finished  equipages  was  hardly  interrupted. 
At  the  same  time  a factory  was  constructed 
at  Brantford,  Canada,  of  which  Mr.  Duffey  is 
president  and  general  manager,  to  supply  the 
Canadian  trade,  that  had  grown  to  large  pro- 
portions. The  Cortland  factory  covers  nine 
acres  of  ground,  is  heavily  built  of  brick  and 
stone  according  to  plans  approved  by  the 
best  insurance  authorities,  and  is  considered 
by  those  in  a position  to  know  to  be  one 
of  the  best  arranged  and  most  completely 
equipped  plants  of  its  kind  in  existence. 
The  buildings,  which  are  mainly  three  sto- 
ries in  height,  are  all  connected,  and  are  ad- 
mirably lighted  and  ventilated ; the  com- 
pany’s own  electric  light  plant  supplies  the 
necessary  artificial  light,  while  exhaust  steam 
is  utilized  for  keeping  the  interior  air  at  an 
equable  and  even  temperature.  The  large 
repository,  finished  handsomely  in  natural 
wood,  with  vaulted  ceilings  and  ornate  stair- 
cases, has  not  an  equal  in  the  state.  The 
company  has,  besides  its  main  factory  in 
Cortland  and  branch  in  Brantford,  Canada, 
an  immense  brick  factory  building  at  Auburn 
Park,  Chicago,  which  is  used  as  a warehouse 
for  the  Western  trade,  and  also  a branch 
warehouse  in  London,  England.  The  com- 
pany's product  embraces  almost  everything 
in  the  vehicle  line,  from  a light  dog-cart  to  a 
heavy  drag,  coach  or  victoria.  As  a side 
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product,  they  are  also  manufacturing  the 
Diana  bicycle.  The  prosperity  of  Cortland 
village  is  in  a large  measure  dependent  on 
the  money  drawn  to  Cortland  and  paid  out 
to  the  company’s  four  or  five  hundred  em- 
ployees. 

Mr.  Duffey  is  active  and  vigorous  in  the 
prosecution  of  various  enterprises,  that  have 
proved  beneficial  in  more  ways  than  one  to 
Cortland  and  the  surrounding  country.  He 
is  found  ready  and  willing  to  undertake  new 
projects,  but  is  still  conservative  enough  to 
withhold  his  support  from  visionary  and 
wild-cat  schemes.  He  is  a director  of  the 
Cortland  & Homer  Traction  Co.,  that  oper- 
ates the  electric  line  of  railway  between  the 
two  villages,  thus  serving  to  join  and  unify 
their  interests.  Mr.  Duffey  is  a firm  friend 
of  education,  and  as  a member  of  the  local 
board  of  the  State  Normal  School  has  ex- 
hibited his  lively^  interest  in  schools  and 
things  scholastic.  He  represented  this  sec- 
tion as  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the 
World’s  Fair,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  at- 
tract favorable  attention  to  Cortland  County 
and  her  products.  It  is  unnecessary  for  the 
publishers  of  this  book  to  add  much  concern- 
ing Mr.  Duffey’s  political  attachments,  for  to 
all  who  are  acquainted  in  the  least  with  the 
politics  of  Cortland  County  he  is  known  as 
a stanch,  uncompromising  and  aggressive 
Democrat,  who  occupies  so  influential  a po- 
sition in  his  party  organization  that  any 
township  or  county  convention  that  has  not 
him  as  one  of  the  members  would  seem  sad- 
ly out  of  place,  and  inadequate  for  the  work 
for  which  it  was  called.  He  has  been  a hard 
worker  in  the  cause  of  Democracy,  and  has 


seen  all  grades  of  political  service,  from  pre- 
cinct elections  to  state  and  national  conven- 
tions. His  record  is  clean,  and  altogether 
commensurate  with  the  integrity  of  his  suc- 
cessful business  life.  He  is  broad  and  liberal 
in  his  ideas,  but  balances  this  with  a slight 
conservatism  in  action.  He  is  esteemed  and 
respected  by  thousands  of  acquaintances  as 
one  of  nature’s  noblemen,  and  is  one  of  whom 
Cortland  County  may  well  be  proud.  On  a 
previous  page  is  shown  Mr.  Duffey’s  portrait. 


T^HARLES  H.  GILLETTE,  a leading 
I ||  and  successful  farmer  of  the  town  of 
-^"Scott,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  was 
born  on  Cold  Brook,  near  East  Scott,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1824.  He  is  a son  of  Horatio  N. 
and  Marilla  (Starr)  Gillette,  and  a grandson 
of  John  Gillette. 

The  Gillette  family  is  of  French  Huguenot 
stock,  and  upon  coming  to  this  country 
settled  in  Massachusetts,  where  John  Gillette 
was  born.  There  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
married.  He  reared  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows:  William, 
deceased;  Mercy,  who  married  Ansel  Wil- 
cox; Jerusia  married  a Mr.  Burlingame,  and 
they  lived  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of 
New  York;  Gersham,  who  died  in  Clarkson, 
Michigan,  was  an  horticulturist  ; Annice 
lived  in  Auburn  for  a few  years,  then  went 
to  Michigan,  where  she  died;  John,  who 
became  a judge  of  Cortland  County ; and 
Horatio  N.  In  1790  his  son  John,  best 
known  as  Judge,  the  uncle  of  our  subject, 
came  to  this  county  and  purchased  a tract  of 
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government  land  on  Cold  Brook.  After  a 
few  years  he  returned  to  his  native  state  and 
brought  his  father  and  most  of  the  family  to 
this  county,  and  they  all  settled  on  Cold 
Brook  in  1805.  It  was  then  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness,  and  they  set  about  the 
difficult  task  of  clearing  it.  They  all  became 
prosperous  and  well-to-do  farmers.  Our 
subject’s  grandfather  lived  only  a short  time 
after  coming  to  Scott.  Of  the  sons  John,  or 
as  he  was  known,  Judge  Gillette,  became  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  in  this  section  of 
the  state.  He  was  a member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  held  many  high  offices.  He 
was  judge  of  the  county  for  a number  of 
years  and  was  a Member  of  the  Assembly. 
At  one  time  he  was  a Presidential  Elector, 
and  was  often  a delegate  to  county,  district, 
state,  and  even  national  conventions.  He 
was  for  a number  of  years  postmaster  of 
Scott.  In  all  of  these  positions  he  served 
faithfully  and  did  much  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community.  He  was  liberal  in 
the  support  of  his  church  and  assisted  in 
building  the  Baptist  Church  in  his  neighbor- 
hood. 

Horatio  N.  Gillette  was  born  in  1799  and 
was  a native  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
He  followed  farming  in  the  northern  part  of 
Scott  until  1836,  when  he  bought  a farm 
southeast  of  Scott,  upon  which  our  subject 
now  lives.  He  lived  there  until  1847,  and 
then  went  to  Little  York,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  also  in  wagon 
repairing.  He  took  his  two  sons,  Harley 
and  George,  into  the  business,  and  they 
worked  under  the  firm  name  of  Gillette  & 
Sons.  He  finally  retired  from  the  business 


and  took  a trip  to  Missouri.  After  remain- 
ing there  for  two  years  he  returned  to  his 
farm  and  lived  with  his  son  Charles  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1885,  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  years.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Marilla  Starr,  by 
whom  he  had  the  following  children : Alber- 
tus,  deceased,  was  a farmer  of  Scott ; Charles 
H.,  our  subject;  Mary,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  James  Northrup;  George,  who  lived 
in  Missouri,  was  a mechanic  and  carpenter ; 
John,  who  died  in  childhood;  John,  second 
of  that  name,  who  also  died  at  an  early  age  ; 
Frank,  deceased,  who  was  in  the  Civil  War 
with  Sherman  during  his  memorable  march 
through  Georgia  — after  the  war  he  came 
home,  but  later  went  to  Illinois,  where  he 
taught  school;  and  Harley,  who  lived  in 
Missouri,  and  met  death  by  drowning  in  the 
Osage  River.  Mrs.  Gillette  was  seventy- 
three  years  of  age  when  overtaken  by  death 
in  1873. 

Charles  H.  Gillette  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  remained  for 
one  year.  He  then  returned  to  Scott,  and 
since  1848  he  has  lived  on  the  old  farm 
bought  by  his  father.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a fine 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of 
well  improved  land,  which  is  supplied  with 
neat  and  substantial  buildings.  He  has  an 
attractive  herd  of  thirty-eight  good  cows, 
which  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in 
the  town. 

In  February,  1852,  Mr.  Gillette  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Martha  J.  Bacon,  a daugh- 
ter of  Ansel  Bacon,  by  whom  he  has  had  six 
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children : Fred  H.,  who  is  a jeweler  of  Fair- 
field,  111;  Mary,  wife  of  Lewis  Van  Patten; 
Ella  (Mrs.  Hoag);  Emma,  the  wife  of  Martin 
Sheerar  ; Frank  B.  of  Cortland  ; and  Ada  of 
Cortland.  Mr.  Gillette  is  a well  educated 
man,  having  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Albany.  He  learned  the  profession  of  a 
civil  engineer  and  followed  it  for  a time,  but 
does  not  now.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican  and  has  held  several  offices ; for 
twelve  years  he  was  assessor,  also  justice  of 
the  peace  for  several  terms.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  county  and  district  conventions. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Homer  Lodge, 
No.  352,  F.  & A.  M.;  of  the  Homer  Lodge, 
No.  99,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  and  of  the  Cortland 
County  Agricultural  Society.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gillette  are  active  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Scott. 


Hon.  franklin  pierce  saun- 

DERS,  whose  portrait,  executed 

from  a recent  photograph,  we  take 

pleasure  in  presenting  on  a preceding  page, 
is  the  present  representative  of  Cortland 
County  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  York  at  Albany.  Besides  being  a pub- 
lic man  of  more  than  the  ordinary  promi- 
nence, he  is  engaged  in  several  important 
lines  of  business  activity,  and  throughout  his 
life  has  brought  to  bear  upon  all  his  opera- 
tions a skill  and  natural  executive  capacity 
that  has  made  him  a successful  man. 

Mr.  Saunders  is  a native  of  Fabius,  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  and  began  his  earthly 


career  February  27,  1849.  His  ancestry  runs 
back  to  Jonathan  Saunders,  who  was  his  pa- 
ternal great-grandfather,  and  who  was  born 
on  English  soil.  Our  subject,  in  his  younger 
days,  was  a student  at  the  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tist Seminary  of  De  Ruyter,  and  also  the 
Cazenovia  Seminary.  His  first  business,  as 
a young  man,  was  dealing  in  nursery  sup- 
plies. In  this  line  he  worked  for  seven  years, 
then  began  to  moderately  deal  in  stock,  buy- 
ing throughout  this  section  and  shipping  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  New  York  City.  Mr. 
Saunders  located  in  Cortland  in  1892,  where 
he  has  since  pursued  the  same  business,  along 
with  other  accumulating  interests.  From 
his  youth,  Mr.  Saunders  has  been  interested  in 
civil  and  political  affairs,  and  as  he  attained 
prominence  in  the  business  world,  his  influ- 
ence in  politics  began  to  be  felt.  While  a 
resident  of  Truxton,  this  county,  he  was 
elected,  in  1887,  to  serve  on  the  board  of  su- 
pervisors, and  in  the  following  two  years  was 
given  re-elections.  He  refused  a further  re- 
election  in  1890,  not  being  able  to  afford  the 
time.  Mr.  Saunders’  influence  continued  to 
be  used  for  the  well-being  of  his  party,  and 
in  1895,  at  which  time  he  was  a resident  of 
the  village  of  Cortland,  he  was  nominated 
and  elected,  by  a vote  of  3,690  to  1,637,  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  legislature.  How 
well  he  served  his  constituency  is  evidenced 
by  the  vote  that  returned  him  to  the  legisla- 
ture in  1896, — this  time  it  was  4,812  to  2,580. 
In  his  service  in  the  Assembly,  Mr.  Saunders 
was  active  and  effective,  introducing  and  ob- 
taining the  passage  of  several  bills  of  great 
moment  to  his  own  people  and  the  state  at 
large.  His  work  and  his  record  will  stand 


128 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


the  closest  scrutiny  with  honor  to  himself 
and  to  his  district. 

Franklin  P.  Saunders  is  a son  of  Perry  H. 
Saunders,  who  was  a son  of  Cyrus  Saunders, 
and  a grandson  of  Jonathan  Saunders,  before 
referred  to.  The  latter  was  a Seventh  Day 
Baptist  preacher,  who  achieved  wide  reputa- 
tion as  an  eloquent  and  pious  divine,  even 
before  he  came  to  America.  Feeling  that  a 
wider  and  more  appreciative  field  lay  beyond 
the  sea,  he  bade  farewell  to  friends  and 
home,  and  eventually  arrived  in  this  country, 
locating  at  Stephenstown,  R.  I.  At  that 
place  he  married  a Miss  Sisson,  a beautiful 
lady  of  rare  accomplishments,  and  became 
the  father  of  seven  children,  namely  : Benja- 
min ; Cyrus;  Jonathan,  Jr.;  Henry;  Ziba; 
Bina;  and  Elisha.  The  latter  made  an  hon- 
orable record  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  captain 
of  the  Eighth  Artillery,  and  was  killed  nobly 
fighting  for  his  country  at  Lundy’s  Lane, 
Ont.  Ziba  and  Benjamin  settled  at  Unadilla, 
N.  Y.  Henry  and  Jonathan  went  to  Ohio. 
Cyrus,  born  May  19,  1772,  at  Stephenstown, 
R.  I.,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  married  Miss 
Nancy  Hiscock,  of  Connecticut,  and  came 
to  Cortland  County,  settling  at  Cincinnatus, 
now  Freetown,  on  Lot  5,  arriving  here  in 
1795.  He  was  the  first  settler  in  that  town. 
After  toiling  hard  for  fifteen  years,  during 
which  time  he  had  erected  a log  house, 
cleared  a large  tract  of  land,  and  experienced 
almost  every  possible  hardship,  he  found  to 
his  sorrow  that  his  title  to  the  land  was 
defective.  He  had  saved  carefully,  and  his 
last  payment  had  taken  away  the  last  dollar 
that  he  possessed.  In  this  unfortunate  and 
forlorn  condition  did  he  find  himself — with- 


out home,  land  or  money.  But  with  un- 
daunted courage  and  belief  in  better  things 
to  come,  he  faced  his  hard  lot,  removed  his 
family  to  Factory  Hill,  town  of  Homer,  and 
there  made  a home,  in  which  he  lived  until 
1815.  By  thrifty  methods  he  had  by  that 
time  accumulated  some  money,  with  which 
he  bought  a fifty  acre  farm  in  Solon  town- 
ship on  Lot  81.  This  new  place  was  undevel- 
oped, so  he  had  to  go  through  all  the 
arduous  toil  again  of  felling  trees,  building  a 
log-cabin  home,  and  clearing  the  land  and 
preparing  it  for  the  crops.  Cyrus  Saunders 
lived  on  the  place  for  nineteen  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  sold  the  property,  and 
with  his  son,  Perry  H.,  bought  the  carding 
and  cloth-dressing  mills  at  McGrawville, 
which  had  been  previously  conducted  by 
Eben  Wilcox  and  John  Peat.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  then  moved  to  what  is 
now  Cuyler  township,  then  included  in 
Truxton,  settling  in  what  is  known  as  Kee- 
ney’s  Settlement;  later  he  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  in  1856.  His  wife  was  the  true  type 
of  a woman  for  a pioneer’s  wife.  The  year 
following  their  settlement  in  Cortland  Coun- 
ty, she  took  her  infant  baby,  Nabby,  and  on 
horseback  made  the  long  journey  back  to 
Rhode  Island  to  pay  her  old  home  a visit, 
for  a year’s  residence  in  the  wilderness, 
where  she  had  seldom  seen  a white  woman, 
had  given  the  young  wife  a feeling  of  home- 
sickness, which  she  imagined  would  only  be 
dispelled  by  a residence,  however  brief, 
among  the  familiar  and  dearly  loved  scenes 
of  her  girlhood  days.  Her  only  company 
through  the  lonely  and  wild  woodland  trails 
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was  a neighboring  woman,  who  made  the 
trip  with  her.  Mrs.  Saunders  was  born  in 
1772  and  died  in  1853,  being  interred  at 
Keeney’s  Settlement.  The  children  born  to 
this  pioneer  couple  were:  Nabby;  Catharine, 
Almeda;  Lavina;  Cyrus;  Nancy;  Perry  H.; 
and  Elisha.  Elisha,  the  only  one  of  the 
family  now  living,  resides  in  Westfield, 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 

Perry  H.  Saunders,  who  became  the  father 
of  our  subject,  came  into  life  May  11,  1811. 
He  followed  the  usual  round  of  duties  that 
fell  to  the  lot  of  a pioneer  lad,  but  eventually 
became  interested  in  the  cloth  manufactur- 
ing industry,  which  he  and  his  father  con- 
ducted at  McGrawville.  When  he  finally 
disposed  of  his  interests  in  that  line,  he  re- 
verted to  the  life  of  a farmer,  following  that 
independent  and  honored  calling  in  Cuyler 
township  and  in  Keeney’s  Settlement.  He 
prospered  in  life,  and  retired  a very  success- 
ful man.  His  last  home  was  at  Homer, 
where  he  died  in  1890.  On  April  23,  1835, 
he  was  united  in  marriage,  by  Rev.  Reuben 
Renaldo,  with  Sarah  Emerson,  a daughter  of 
Dearborn  and  Sally  (Brooks)  Emerson.  Mrs. 
Perry  H.  Saunders,  the  mother  of  Franklin 
P.,  was  born  January  22,  1816,  and  her  life 
extended  until  July  5,  1889.  Their  children 
were:  Edwin;  Samuel  E.;  George  E.;  Sarah; 
Nettie;  Mary;  Charles  W.;  Franklin  Pierce  ; 
William;  Lucea  B.;  and  Frederick  J.  On 
April  23,  1885,  our  subject’s  parents  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding  at  the  family 
residence. 

Franklin  P.  Saunders  deserted  the  state  of 
single-blessedness  October  22,  1879,  and  took 
to  himself  for  a wife  Hattie  L.  Peck,  who 


was  a daughter  of  Mr.  Platt  Peck  of  Solon. 
To  this  union  there  have  come  five  bright 
children:  Carrie;  Arthur  Franklin;  Anna 
Harriette ; Fannie  Sarah;  and  Helen  Peck. 
All  are  alive  save  Carrie,  who  died  when  a 
child  of  five  months.  Mr.  Saunders  is  the 
type  of  a man  who  is  bound  to  rise,  and  is 
sure  to  succeed  in  any  community  where  he 
may  reside.  Of  many  varied  talents  and 
attainments,  he  is  always  available  and  ready 
for  the  emergency.  Ever  persistent  in  a 
good  cause,  he,  like  his  honored  grandsire, 
knows  no  discouragement.  The  respect  and 
trust  of  his  fellow-citizens  he  richly  merits 
and  certainly  deserves. 


SAAC  W.  VAN  BUSKIRK,  a prosper- 
ous farmer  of  the  town  of  Preble,  and 
commissioner  of  public  schools  for  the 
2d  District  of  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  is  a 
son  of  Leonard  and  Elizabeth  (Crofoot)  Van 
Buskirk  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Preble, 
this  county,  February  3,  1863.  The  family 
are  of  Holland  antecedents,  the  first  to  settle 
in  this  country  being  the  great-great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  who  emigrated  during 
the  early  colonial  days  of  America,  and  lo- 
cated near  Catskill  on  the  Hudson.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  dyingafter 
American  Independence  had  been  won. 

One  of  his  sons,  John  Van  Buskirk,  was 
born  near  Catskill,  grew  to  manhood,  married 
and  with  a portion  of  the  family  came  to  the 
town  of  Preble  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
century.  There  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
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his  days,  employing  his  time  with  the  work 
that  usually  falls  to  a pioneer  agriculturist. 

Isaac  Van  Buskirk,  his  son  and  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was 
born  at  Coxsackie,  Greene  County,  this  state, 
in  1790.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a black- 
smith, finishing  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  when 
he  left  his  native  village  and  came,  on  foot,  to 
Preble,  settling  on  what  is  known  as  Dutch 
Street,  and  there  plied  his  trade  successfully 
for  many  years.  In  after  life  he  was  obliged 
to  abandon  this  occupation  on  account  of 
failing  eyesight,  when  he  purchased  a farm 
on  which  he  busied  himself  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1877.  He  was  a Whig, 
but  when  that  party  gave  place  to  the  Re- 
publican party,  he  became  identified  with  the 
latter  organization ; in  his  views  on  slavery, 
he  was  an  ardent  Abolitionist  and  favored 
any  reform  movement  whose  object  was  for 
the  betterment  and  improvement  of  mankind. 
He  was  an  abstainer  from  all  intoxicating 
drinks,  a frugal  and  industrious  man,  one  on 
whom  his  friends  could  always  rely.  He  was 
a devout  and  consistent  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  was  blessed  with  a 
most  estimable  wife,  who  did  much  towards 
his  success,  and  was  a comfort  to  his  declin- 
ing years.  She  survived  him  but  four  years, 
dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  in  1881. 
She  was  Elizabeth  Connine  ; her  father,  Leon- 
ard Connine,  was  a native  of  Catskill.  Mr. 
Connine’s  parents  were  at  one  time  wealthy 
slave  owners;  after  coming  to  Preble  he 
worked  at  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Buskirk  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living ; 
following  is  the  record  : John  died  in  infancy; 


John  (2),  a resident  of  Tully,  Onondaga 
County;  Leonard,  deceased  ; Leonard  (2),  re- 
siding at  Preble  ; William,  a merchant  tailor 
and  a good  business  man  of  Syracuse,  where 
he  died  thirty  years  ago  ; Abram,  who  was  a 
captain  in  the  63d  or  64th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol. 
Inf.,  and  was  killed  while  fighting  for  his 
country  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Catharine, 
the  wife  of  Calvin  Haines  of  Homer;  Dar- 
win, a millwright  of  Fayetteville  ; and  Rob- 
ert H.,  a prosperous  and  influential  farmer  of 
Preble. 

Leonard  Van  Buskirk  was  born  on  Dutch 
Street,  Preble,  in  1821,  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter 
and  builder,  pursuing  that  vocation  for  forty 
years,  and  since  then  has  been  living  on  a 
farm  and  operating  the  same.  He  is  a prac- 
tical, thorough-going  agriculturist,  and  has 
met  with  signal  success  in  his  undertakings. 
He  was  a Democrat  until  Lincoln’s  second 
election,  when  with  a great  many  others,  who 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  policy  pursued  by 
that  party,  he  turned  to  the  Republican  party 
as  a political  organization  more  nearly  meet- 
ing his  views  ; since  then  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Republicans,  and 
has  filled  many  of  the  local  offices.  He  was 
a prominent  candidate  for  county  treasurer, 
and  in  1880  was  census  enumerator.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Crofoot,  who 
is  a most  highly  esteemed  lady,  possessing 
many  noble  characteristics.  They  still  reside 
on  their  farm  at  Preble,  surrounded  by  their 
children,  most  of  whom  are  in  their  near  vi- 
cinity. They  are  as  follows : Charles  L., 
deceased ; Helen  of  Preble ; Lydia,  wife  of 
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Frank  J.  Collier,  a prominent  farmer  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  Preble  ; David,  deceased; 
Isaac  W.,  subject  of  this  biography  ; and 
James,  who  lives  in  Spafford.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Leonard  Van  Buskirk  was  David  Cro- 
foot,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  but 
came  with  his  father,  James  Crofoot,  and 
family  to  Preble  and  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers there.  They  made  their  home  at  what 
is  known  as  the  settlement  of  Baltimore. 
David  Crofoot  was  for  many  years  a highly 
prosperous  tanner  and  shoe  manufacturer  of 
that  community,  acquiring  a considerable  for- 
tune. For  many  years  he  was  the  recognized 
leader  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Cortland 
County.  He  was  supervisor  of  the  town  for 
thirty  years,  probably  longer  than  any  other 
incumbent,  and  was  president  of  the  board 
part  of  that  time.  He  was  a man  of  a high 
order  of  intelligence,  well  versed  in  all  points 
of  law,  and  a good  public  speaker,  holding 
the  attention  of  his  audience  as  if  by  magic. 
His  advice  was  much  sought  after  by  his 
neighbors  in  all  knotty  questions,  and  he  was 
quite  a successful  practitioner  in  the  justice 
courts. 

Isaac  W.  Van  Buskirk  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  district  schools  and  at  Homer  Acad- 
emy, receiving  a good  education.  Six  years 
previous  to  leaving  school  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  commencing  when  but 
sixteen  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  left  school  and  gave  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  teaching  in  Cortland  and  Onondaga 
Counties.  He  was  possessed  with  the  facul- 
ty, so  desirable  in  teachers,  yet  not  always  to 
be  found,  of  imparting  knowledge  to  others 
in  a clear  and  forcible  manner,  and  his  disci- 


pline, while  not  severe,  was  such  as  to  make 
his  school  take  rank  among  the  best.  After 
devoting  six  more  years  exclusively  to  teach- 
ing he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  In 
the  fall  of  1896  he  was  elected  commissioner 
of  public  schools  for  the  2d  District  of  Cort- 
land for  the  ensuing  three  years.  He  takes  a 
lively  and  intelligent  interest  in  politics,  at- 
tending all  the  town  and  primary  meetings  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  a member  of 
Homer  Lodge,  No.  352,  F.  and  A.  M.;  and 
Preble  Lodge,  No.  261,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Van  Buskirk  was  united  in  marriage 
November  5,  1886,  to  Miss  Fannie  Masters  of 
Otisco,  Onondaga  County.  Their  home  has 
been  made  happy  by  the  presence  of  two 
bright  children,  a son  and  a daughter,  David 
C.  and  Lydia  C.  Mr.  Van  Buskirk  is  still 
but  a young  man,  with  most  of  his  life  before 
him,  and  it  is  the  expectation  of  his  numer- 
ous friends  that  he  will  achieve  such  marked 
success  that  his  name  will  be  long  remem- 
bered as  that  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  of  his  state. 


^VTVLES  E.  BURLINGAME,  the  able 
1 I “7  district  attorney  of  Cortland  Coun- 
£■4 'll:5  Vy ^ ty,  whose  excellent  likeness  ap- 

pears on  the  opposite  page,  is  a citizen  of  the 
town  of  Willet,  where  his  birth  occurred 
November  8,  1838.  His  parents  were  West- 
cott  and  Melinda  (Eaton)  Burlingame. 

Eleazer  Burlingame,  the  great-grandfather 
of  the  present  scion,  was  a native  and  resi- 
dent of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  His  son,  Alti- 
tius,  was  born  at  that  place,  and  in  1809  emi- 
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grated  to  Central  New  York.  His  family 
and  personal  effects  were  transported  by 
means  of  an  ox-team,  wagon  and  sleigh.  He 
located  on  a tract  that  bordered  on  the  Otselic 
river  in  the  town  of  Willet,  a part  of  which 
property  is  now  in  the  village  of  Willet.  To 
the  original  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  ioi 
acres,  he  added  by  purchase,  until  he  became 
the  owner  of  about  a square  mile  of  land. 
All  of  this  territory  was  of  course  undevel- 
oped, and  almost  exactly  as  it  had  been  hun- 
dreds of  years  before ; it  thus  presented  a 
vast  amount  of  labor  to  the  new  settler,  who 
did  not  shrink  from  the  arduous  task  of  clear- 
ing his  property,  but  set  to  work  with  a will 
to  wage  battle  with  the  forces  of  nature.  He 
continued  to  make  his  home  on  the  estate, 
that  he  hewed  for  himself  out  of  the  forest, 
until  his  death  in  1872.  While  a resident  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  before  coming  to 
this  section,  Altitius  Burlingame  married 
Mary  Ellis  of  Rhode  Island,  a daughter  of 
Augustus  Ellis,  who  was  descended  from  the 
English  Ellises.  Mary  (Ellis)  Burlingame 
was  all  that  could  be  desired  of  a pioneer  set- 
tler’s wife,  and  her  labors  in  the  home  and  in 
the  field  were  of  inestimable  service  to  her 
husband.  She  bore  him  the  following  chil- 
dren : Charles,  who  became  a circuit  preach- 
er in  the  Methodist  Church,  Almira  and 
Westcott,  who  were  born  in  Rhode  Island  ; 
and  Dorcas,  Roxilla,  Augustus,  Altitius,  Jr., 
and  Pardon  T.,  who  were  born  in  this  county. 
Our  subject’s  grandfather  was  a man  of  large 
frame  and  great  physical  endurance,  with 
muscles  sinewy  and  well  trained  for  hard 
work.  He  was  of  more  than  ordinary  intel- 
ligence, and  characterized  his  life  by  great 


moral,  as  well  as  physical  courage,  upholding 
his  deep-set  convictions  of  what  he  judged  to 
be  right  or  wrong.  In  his  politics,  he  was  a 
Federalist  in  the  days  of  that  party,  and  being 
a man  of  weight  and  influence  in  the  com- 
munity he  took  a prominent  part  in  the  stir- 
ring political  events  that  marked  the  forma- 
tive period  of  the  history  of  this  section. 
He  was  the  presiding  officer  of  the  first  town 
meeting  called  in  the  town  of  Willet. 

Westcott  Burlingame,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  September 
10,  1806,  but  was  reared  on  the  pioneer  home- 
stead in  the  town  of  Willet,  and  resided  in 
said  town  until  his  death,  November  4,  1891. 
He  was  educated  in  the  primitive  schools  of 
that  day,  where  a practical  knowledge  of 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  was  all  that 
was  required  of  the  scholar,  but  this  was  in- 
sufficient for  this  young  student.  So  he  was 
placed  in  the  charge  of  Dr.  Belah  Beardsley, 
and  put  through  a more  advanced  course  of 
instruction,  which  resulted  in  his  becoming  a 
very  well  informed  man  for  his  day.  He  was 
a deep,  vigorous  thinker,  with  a penchant  for 
the  study  of  mathematics,  and  also  for  what- 
ever came  in  his  way  in  the  nature  of  me- 
chanics. He  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
he  became  mature  in  years,  when  his  natural 
mechanical  turn  of  mind  asserted  itself,  and 
he  began  the  building  of  mills.  Had  he  had  a 
first-class  college  'education,  there  is  scarcely 
a doubt  but  that  he  would  have  built  up  a 
great  reputation  by  his  work  along  scientific 
lines.  After  following  these  mechanical  pur- 
suits a number  of  years,  he  purchased  a con- 
siderable tract  of  land  near  the  village  of 
Willet,  where  he  built  a grist  and  a saw  mill. 
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The  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  in  mill- 
ing and  farming.  His  mills  were  known  as 
Burlingame’s  Mills.  He  was  a Whig,  and 
later  a Republican  in  his  political  affiliations, 
and  served  several  terms  as  highway  com- 
missioner of  the  town  of  Willet.  He  mar- 
ried Melinda  Eaton,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 6,  1812,  and  died  January  23,  1892.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  them  : Miles 
E.,  born  November  8,  1838;  Ogden,  Febru- 
ary 23,  1840;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  George  Car- 
ter, a retired  farmer  of  Marathon  ; Lucy  A., 
wife  of  J.  D.  Schermerhorn  of  Cortland  vil- 
lage, who  is  a produce  dealer  of  that  place ; 
and  Eugene,  born  January  24,  1847. 

Miles  E.  Burlingame,  after  securing  the 
fundamental  principles  of  an  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town,  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  McDowell  & Edwards  of 
Lisle,  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  and  then  at- 
tended the  Albany  Law  School,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  May  10,  1872,  being  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  New  York  at 
the  same  time.  He  at  once  located  in  the  vil- 
lage ol  Willet,  where  he  has  ever  since  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  has  always  been  a stanch,  loyal  Republi- 
can, and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
town  of  Willet.  In  1894  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  district  attorney  of  Cortland 
County,  the  duties  of  which  office  have 
claimed  the  major  part  of  his  time  since. 
His  union  with  Amy  (Hiding)  Brown,  which 
occurred  on  March  23,  1861,  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  son,  Elmer  E.,  who  is  now 
located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  where  he  is 
conducting  a very  lucrative  life  insurance 
business,  and  doing  very  well  indeed ; a 


daughter,  Elnora,  who  died  at  five  years  of 
age;  and  a daughter,  Rob}7  C.,  who  died 
November  28,  1897,  aged  twenty-one  years, 
whose  removal  from  earth’s  activities  and 
dearly  cherished  ties  by  death  from  paralysis 
was  most  sudden  and  unexpected,  for  she 
was  called  Home  while  attending  church. 
There  has  been  no  event  for  years  that  has 
made  so  deep  an  impression  on  the  residents 
of  Willet.  The  young  lady  was  a great 
favorite  and  exceedingly  popular  by  reason 
of  her  own  talents  and  acquirements,  her 
activity  in  good  works,  and  her  pleasant 
ways.  Among  all  the  family’s  acquaintances 
there  was  deep-felt  sympathy  for  the  parents, 
and  a sincere  sorrow  for  a common  loss. 
Rev.  Austin  Mooney,  who  had  known  Miss 
Burlingame  from  infancy,  officiated  at  the 
funeral  services,  which  were  held  at  the 
residence.  He  spoke  from  the  words  “ Bless- 
ed are  the  pure  heart,  for  they  shall  see 
God,”  and  in  well  chosen  words  recalled  the 
earnest,  useful  life  of  the  one  whose  death 
must  necessarily  be  felt  among  her  friends 
and  associates,  yet  whose  memory  would 
lighten  the  burden  of  those  left  behind.  The 
honorary  bearers  were  six  of  her  young 
lady  friends.  The  large  concourse  of  people 
followed  on  foot  with  bowed  heads  to  the 
cemetery,  where  her  mortal  remains  in  a 
white  casket  were  placed  in  the  last  resting 
place,  surrounded,  embanked,  and  covered 
up  with  flowers.  Besides  the  immediate 
neighbors,  there  were  many  men  prominent 
in  public  life  in  Cortland  County  and  the 
state  who  testified  by  their  presence  to  the 
deep  regard  entertained  toward  her,  whose 
life  was  so  suddenly  cut  short,  and  to  their 
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sympathy  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burlingame. 
Our  subject  has  been  associated  with  many 
local  movements  in  Willet,  that  have  had  for 
their  object  the  furthering  of  the  material 
prosperity  and  welfare  of  his  own  section, 
where  he  is  regarded  with  the  deepest 
esteem. 

Ogden  Burlingame,  a younger  brother 
of  our  subject,  was  reared  on  the  farm  where 
he  was  born,  about  one  mile  east  of  Willet 
village;  there  he  lived  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  when  the  family  removed  to 
where  he  now  lives,  just  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  village,  the  property  being  the  farm  that 
his  grandfather  settled  on  when  coming  to 
Willet.  He  has  lived  there  ever  since,  and 
owns  the  old  Burlingame  homestead,  consist- 
ing of  1 71  1-2  acres.  He  learned  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade  in  his  youth,  and  worked  at 
that  trade  about  five  years,  when  he  took  up 
farming,  since  which  time  he  has  been  identi- 
fied with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a 
Republican,  as  are  all  the  family,  and  has 
held  the  office  of  town  supervisor  for  three 
years.  He  married  Sarah  A.  Canfield,  and 
to  them  have  been  given  two  children:  Mina 
and  Mary  L. 

Eugene  Burlingame,  the  youngest  brother 
of  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Willet  and  in  Cincinnatus  Acad- 
emy. He  then  attended  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Albany,  graduating  in  1868.  He 
next  taught  two  years  as  principal  of  the 
Union  Schools  at  Athens,  N.  Y.,  after  which 
he  attended  the  Albany  Law  School,  gradu- 
ating in  1871.  The  following  year  he  spent 
in  the  office  of  the  prominent  law  firm  of 
Newkirk  & Chase,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  and 


then  went  to  Albany,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  practice  for  five  years  with  Charles  W. 
Mead.  After  this  partnership  was  dissolved 
he  practiced  law  alone  until  1895,  when  he 
took  in  as  a partner  Randall  J.  Le  Boeuf, 
which  arrangement  continues  at  the  present 
time.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  has 
always  taken  a prominent  part,  having  been 
chairman  of  the  county  committee  and  a 
member  of  the  Republican  State  Committee 
from  the  Albany  District.  In  1894  he  was 
elected  district  attorney  of  Albany  County 
by  a majority  of  1,800,  that  being  a district 
that  was  normally  Democratic  by  a majority 
of  at  least  2,000;  in  1897  his  services  in 
behalf  of  the  county  were  indorsed  by  his 
being  re-elected,  and  he  is  now  the  present 
incumbent  of  the  position.  Mr.  Burlingame 
is  a man  of  splendid  attainments  and  solid 
legal  learning,  and  is  much  in  demand  in 
various  circles,  of  a political,  social  and  a 
religious  nature.  He  is  a member  of  Mas- 
ter’s Lodge,  No.  5,  F.  & A.  M.,  is  a past 
master,  and  is  at  present  the  treasurer  of  the 
lodge.  He  is  a member  of  the  Press  Club  of 
Albany,  and  is  president  of  the  Burns  and 
also  of  the  Ft.  Orange  Clubs.  He  is  curator 
of  the  Albany  Institute,  and  has  been  a lec- 
turer for  a number  of  years  past  in  the 
Albany  Law  School.  In  the  matter  of  reli- 
gion and  church  attendance,  he  is  a member 
of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
has  been  a vestryman  for  a number  of  years. 
He  is  a director  of  the  Fairview  Home  for 
Friendless  Children,  and  is  its  legal  counsel. 
He  is  also  a director  of  the  Charity  Organi- 
zation Society,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  . 
all  work  that  is  directed  toward  the  amelior- 
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ation  of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate 
classes.  On  March  29,  1875,  he  was  joined  in 
marriage  with  Emma  P.  Watson,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  the  following  children  : 
Eugene  W.,  who  is  attending  Yale  Uni- 
versity; Elizabeth;  Jenkins;  Frances;  and 
Westcott. 


Yp^NEV.  JESSE  A.  HUNGATE,  the  be- 
I I'Y'  loved  pastor  of  the  Homer  Baptist 
-L  V Church,  though  still  a young  man, 
is  one  who  has  labored  in  many  distant 
fields,  and  one  to  whom  the  deserved 
rewards  of  a useful  life  have  come  in  rich 
profusion. 

Mr.  Hungate  is  the  oldest  son  of  the  Rev. 
James  De  Pau  and  Phoebe  Jane  ( Lemon) 
Hungate.  He  was  born  at  Salem,  111.,  May 
20,  1858.  The  father  has  spent  a long  life  in 
the  Master’s  work,  much  of  it  under  the 
direction  of  the  American  Baptist  Home 
Missionary  Society;  his  labors  covering  the 
fields  of  Illinois,  Nebraska,  Oregon,  Colorado 
and  Kansas.  In  these  states  just  named 
except  the  last  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
passed  his  childhood  and  youth.  He  pre- 
pared for  college  mainly  at  the  Blair  High 
School  of  Blair,  Nebraska.  Immediately  fol- 
lowing his  graduation  from  high  school,  he 
taught  for  three  years  in  Nebraska,  being  at 
one  time  principal  of  the  graded  schools  at 
Lyons,  that  state.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  by  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Blair, 
whereupon  he  gave  up  teaching  and  decided 
to  equip  himself  still  further  for  his  chosen 
calling.  In  the  fall  of  1877,  Mr.  Hungate 


came  east,  and  entered  upon  a course  of 
study  at  Madison,  now  Colgate  University, 
at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  After  completing  the 
prescribed  course  of  studies  in  the  collegiate 
department  of  this  institution,  he  accepted  a 
call  under  the  A.  B.  H.  M.  Society,  and 
labored  for  two  years  in  Boone  County, 
Neb.,  with  headquarters  at  Albion.  In  that 
field  he  was  formally  ordained  a minister  of 
the  Gospel,  November  4,  1880.  During  his 
work  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  the  member- 
ship of  the  flocks  in  his  charge  increased  two 
hundred  per  cent.  A strong  church  society 
was  also  organized,  and  a church  edifice 
erected  and  dedicated  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
Boone  County,  Neb.  Mr.  Hungate  returned 
to  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  in  1882,  and  entered  the 
theological  department  of  his  alma  mater. 
While  pursuing  his  higher  course  he  con- 
stantly acted  as  a supply,  filling  pulpits  at 
Schuyler’s  Lake  and  Springfield  Center, 
Otsego  County,  and  at  Walton,  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.  He  was  preaching  at  the  lat- 
ter place,  when  he  was  graduated,  and  for 
one  year  thereafter  he  remained  with  that 
charge.  During  that  pastorate,  thirty  souls 
united  with  the  church,  and  a large  and 
beautiful  parsonage  was  erected.  Rev.  Mr. 
Hungate  accepted  a call  to  Dundee,  Yates 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1886.  This  was  a very 
difficult  field,  with  a very  unfavorable  history 
back  of  it.  During  his  ministry  there,  he 
put  forth  every  effort  in  his  power,  and  most 
gratifying  results  came.  Over  130  people 
united  with  the  church  ; a new  and  well  ap- 
pointed edifice  was  built ; and  property 
secured  to  the  amount  of  $25,000.00,  all  clear 
from  debt.  His  whole  pastorate  there  was 
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pleasant,  profitable  and  harmonious.  He 
resigned  only  to  accept  an  urgent  call  from 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hornellsville,  N. 
Y.  This  change  was  made  in  November, 
1890.  In  Hornellsville  our  subject  found  a 
large  and  exacting  field  for  his  tried  talents. 
His  success  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that 
in  the  four  years,  which  constituted  his  stay 
there,  230  additions  were  made  to  his  congre- 
gation. During  this  time,  too,  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  was  organized,  Mr.  H ungate 
being  an  active  force  in  putting  it  on  its  feet. 
While  in  Hornellsville,  a new  parsonage  was 
purchased  next  to  the  church. 

Mr.  Hungate  came  to  Homer  in  1894,  and 
assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Homer  Baptist 
Church.  His  usual  success  has  followed  him 
here.  The  church  building  was  dedicated  a 
year  before  he  assumed  charge,  but  he  found 
much  to  do  outside  of  his  regular  pastoral 
work.  The  parsonage  has  been  improved  to 
the  extent  of  $300.00,  and  a new  barn,  cost- 
ing $1,000.00,  has  been  put  up.  Over  50  new 
names  have  been  added  to  the  church  roll 
and  everything  is  in  a most  satisfactory  and 
prosperous  condition.  Mr.  Hungate  finds 
time  to  edit  and  publish  a bright  monthly 
magazine,  called  the  “ Parish  Visitor,”  which 
has  a circulation  of  over  500  copies  per 
month. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hungate  is  moderator  of  the 
Cortland  Baptist  Association,  and  chairman 
of  the  State  Conference  of  Baptist  Ministers. 
He  represents  the  Eighth  District  on  the 
State  Convention  Committee  on  Missions, 
Home  and  Foreign,  and  is  a valued  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Bible  Work  of  the  Baptist 
State  Missionary  Convention.  He  is  vice- 


president of  the  Homer  Floricultural  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  the  acting  president  of  the 
same. 

Mr.  Hungate  wedded  Lillian  L.  Lidell  of 
Schuyler’s  Lake  in  1884,  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  but  only  one  sur- 
vives, Pierre  J. 

In  the  preparation  of  his  discourses,  Mr. 
Hungate  is  exceedingly  pains-taking.  They 
are  all  carefully  arranged  and  written.  With 
this  manuscript  he  becomes  so  familiar  that 
when  the  time  arrives  for  its  public  delivery 
he  needs  no  manuscript  or  notes ; neither 
does  he  use  a pulpit;  but  stands  as  a man 
among  his  fellowmen,  seeking  to  help  them, 
not  b)r  cant  or  sensation,  but  by  clear  and 
manly  exposition  and  application  of  script- 
ural truths. 

Mr.  Hungate  is  a broad  man,  and  all 
human  tendencies  awake  in  him  an  interest. 
He  has  found  time  in  his  busy  life  to  look  to 
the  social  as  well  as  the  spiritual  side,  and  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  Order  of  high  rank, 
belonging  to  the  Hornellsville  Lodge,  No. 
331,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  the  Steuben  Chapter, 
No.  101,  R.  A.  M. 


OHN  T.  CROFOOT,  proprietor  and 
manager  of  a mercantile  store  in  the 
town  of  Preble,  is  a son  of  David  O. 
and  Sarah  E.  (Tallman)  Crofoot,  and  was 
born  in  Preble,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  Oc- 
tober 14,  1869. 

Grandfather  Crofoot  spent  his  life  in  the 
town  of  Preble,  where  he  operated  a tannery. 
He  was  formerly  a Democrat,  as  was  his 
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father,  but  later  became  an  Anti-Slavery  man. 
He  married  Jane  Seaverson,  and  they  reared 
two  sons,  David  O.,  and  Wellington,  de- 
ceased. 

David  O.  Crofoot  was  born  at  Preble,  Oc- 
tober 8,  1833,  in  the  oldest  house  in  the  town 
of  Preble,  which  was  owned  by  his  grand- 
father Seaverson.  He  has  lived  in  his  native 
town  all  his  life,  with  the  exception  of  ten 
years  which  were  spent  in  the  State  oi  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  was  engaged  in  mining,  and 
latterly  in  the  business  of  photography.  He 
received  a liberal  education  in  the  schools  of 
Preble,  and  then  turned  his  attention  toward 
the  operating  of  a mill  and  saw-mill  which 
was  formerly  owned  by  his  grandfather,  and 
known  as  the  Tallman  and  Crofoot  Mills.  In 
politics  he  is  a staunch  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  supervisor  in  such  a manner  as  to 
win  the  highest  praise  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  has  represented  his  party  on  county, 
district  and  state  committees.  He  married 
Sarah  E.  Tallman,  daughter  of  Moses  T. 
Tallman,  who  was  born  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  but  afterwards  came  to  Preble,  where 
her  father  engaged  in  milling.  They  had  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  They 
are  as  follows:  John  T.,  subject  of  this  per- 
sonal sketch;  Mary  E.,  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Tonawanda;  Henry  C.,  an  em- 
ployee of  the  United  States  Government  Ser- 
vice in  California;  and  Wellington,  student 
in  the  Buffalo  Medical  College,  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. 

John  T.  Crofoot  was  educated  in  the  Ho- 
mer and  Cortland  Academies,  after  which 
he  engaged  in  work  around  the  village  of 
Preble;  he  then  went  to  Syracuse,  where  he 


remained  for  one  year,  and  later  he  worked 
four  years  with  R.  H.  White  & Co.  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  February  19,  1895,  he  returned 
to  his  native  town,  where  he  conducted  a 
general  merchandise  store.  He  now  com- 
mands the  leading  trade  of  the  village. 

Mr.  Crofoot  married  Mrs.  Lavinia  Dunnell 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  October  17,  1894.  They 
have  two  children,  Beulah  and  Doris  E. 
Politically,  he  is  an  avowed  Republican,  and 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  last 
spring  election.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Preble  Lodge,  No.  164,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Since 
Mr.  Crofoot  has  been  a resident  of  this  com- 
munity, he  has  won  hosts  of  friends  who 
know  him  to  be  an  honest  and  upright  citizen. 


'j'p)TON.  DANIEL  E.  WHITMORE  be- 
r^-|  longs  to  that  class  of  men  who,  by 
-L3  V* „ their  innate  force  and  by  the  alert- 

ness of  their  characters,  are  bound  to  make 
their  mark  in  whatever  community  their  lots 
may  be  cast.  Mr.  Whitmore,  whose  portrait 
we  present  on  the  opposite  page,  has,  in  his 
long  and  eventful  career,  ever  been  a posi- 
tive force,  acting  in  the  interest  of  those 
movements  that  tend  toward  human  pro- 
gress and  enlightenment.  He  has  taken  an 
active  and  living  part  in  the  educational, 
civil  and  mercantile  life  of  Central  New 
York,  and  in  each  and  every  line  has  evinced 
an  adaptability  and  a proficiency  which  has 
brought  him  both  honor  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Whitmore  is  a son  of  Luther  and  Elsie 
(Perkins)  Whitmore,  and  was  born  January 
6,  1825,  at  Columbus,  Chenango  County, 
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N.  Y.  His  grandfather  was  the  well-known 
Samuel  Whitmore,  who  came  into  Chenango 
County  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  the 
early  days.  Samuel  Whitmore  was  by  trade 
a cooper,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  farming.  He  lived  to  an  advanced 
age,  and  died  at  his  adopted  home. 

Luther  Whitmore  came  into  the  world  in 
1792  at  his  father’s  home  in  Chenango 
County.  His  first  regular  work  in  life  was 
as  a clerk  in  one  of  the  early  stores  of  the  re- 
gion. He  later  on  became  a farmer,  and  fol- 
lowed  that  vocation  mainly  throughout  his 
career.  His  marked  thrift  and  good  meth- 
ods made  him  very  successful,  and  he  be- 
came, as  time  passed  on,  one  of  the  heaviest 
land  owners  and  most  extensive  agricultur- 
ists of  his  section.  He  was  a man  of  more 
than  the  ordinary  educational  attainments, 
and  in  his  younger  days  was  a school  teach- 
er. In  political  affairs,  his  ideas  linked  him 
first  with  the  Whig  party,  and  latterly  with 
the  Republican  organization,  in  both  of  which 
he  was  very  active  and  influential.  Mr.  Whit- 
more was  often  induced  by  his  appreciative 
townsmen  to  assume  charge  of  varied  local 
offices,  and  throughout  the  most  of  his  life 
he  served  in  some  official  capacity  or  another. 
He  possessed  all  the  attributes  of  a good  citi- 
zen, and  when  he  died,  in  1869,  he  was  great- 
ly missed  by  all.  His  wife  was  a daughter 
of  Daniel  Perkins,  and  became  the  mother  of 
a well  trained  family,  every  individual  of 
which  has  well  performed  the  duties  of  life 
that  have  been  encountered.  The  children 
by  name  were:  Samuel;  Daniel  E.,  our  sub- 
ject; Ann  F.;  Augustus  C.;  John  L.;  George 
B.;  Henry  I.;  Lee  H.;  and  Alice.  Samuel 


Whitmore  now  resides  in  Chenango  County, 
and  leads  the  life  of  a retired  farmer.  Ann 
F.  is  now  in  the  land  of  the  blest,  but  in  life 
was  the  faithful  wife  of  Nicholas  Richer. 
Augustus  C.,  also  deceased,  was  a thrifty 
farmer  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  John  L., 
a physician  and  pharmacist,  lives  in  Minne- 
sota, and  is  a very  prominent  and  prosperous 
citizen  of  his  chosen  state.  Hon.  George  B. 
resides  in  Chenango  County,  and  was  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly  from  that  county  in  1885. 
He  is  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
George  B.  Whitmore  & Co.,  wholesale  pro- 
duce dealers  of  New  York  City,  a firm  that 
in  its  line  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  that 
great  metropolis.  Henry  I.  lives  in  Minne- 
sota. He  was  for  a number  of  years  a teacher, 
later  engaged  in  mercantile  lines,  and  is  now 
retired.  Lee  H.,  also  of  Minnesota,  has  been 
in  business  there  for  years.  Alice  wedded 
Andrew  Robinson,  a stone-mason,  and  has 
lived  in  Chenango  County  all  her  life. 

Hon.  Daniel  E.  Whitmore,  the  subject  of 
our  history,  was  the  second  eldest  son  of  this 
family.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town,  then  took  a course  at  the 
academy,  and  in  1846  became  a student  at 
the  Albany  Normal  School,  now  known  as 
the  Albany  Normal  College.  The  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  was  an  honor  later  bestowed 
upon  him  by  the  time-honored  Hamilton 
College  of  Clinton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Whitmore 
began  his  busy  life  as  a teacher  at  the  early 
age  of  fifteen  years.  He  had  been  the  victim 
of  a sad  accident  at  the  age  of  ten,  which 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  a limb.  This  rendered 
manual  labor  impracticable,  but  it  could  not 
daunt  the  spirit  of  the  lad.  The  expenses  of 
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his  education  were  mainly  met  through  his 
own  successful  efforts  as  a teacher.  In  1840 
he  felt  himself  fully  equipped  and  forthwith 
regularly  entered  upon  his  pedagogic  work, 
which  he  continued  with  uniformly  satisfac- 
tory results  until  1857.  During  that  time 
he  was  principal  of  schools  at  Marathon, 
teacher  in  Homer  Academy,  principal  of 
schools  at  Canandaigua,  and  occupied  several 
other  important  educational  positions.  His 
friends  in  1857  prevailed  upon  him  to  become 
commissioner  of  schools  for  District  No.  1 of 
Cortland  County.  How  his  labors  were  per- 
formed is  best  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he 
was  retained  in  this  capacity  for  five  consecu- 
tive terms  of  three  years  each,  a longer 
period  of  service  than  was  ever  attained  by 
any  other  similar  official  in  the  whole  State 
of  New  York.  It  is  safe  to  say,  too,  that 
there  was  never  a space  of  fifteen  years  in  the 
history  of  the  common  schools  of  this  dis- 
trict, in  which  was  shown  such  a marked  and 
steady  growth,  or  that  brought  the  teachers 
into  more  harmonious  relations,  that  resulted 
to  the  lasting  good  of  the  schools.  For 
eight  years  he  was  president  of  the  board  of 
education  of  the  Marathon  Union  School  and 
Academy. 

In  1873,  our  subject  became  a wholesale 
produce  dealer  at  Marathon,  a branch  of 
business  in  which  he  has  been  constantly 
engaged  up  to  the  present  writing.  His 
business  is  connected  with  that  of  George  B. 
Whitmore  & Co.  of  New  York  City,  and 
through  them  he  enjoys  the  very  best  of  con- 
nections with  consuming  centers.  Incident- 
ally, he  has  in  the  past  forty  years  built  up 
quite  a valuable  fire  insurance  business.  Mr. 


Whitmore  was  united  in  marriage,  Jul)7  9, 
1850,  to  Lydia  M.  Shattuck,  a daughter  of 
David  Shattuck.  To  them  have  been  born 
the  following  children  : Daniel  Webster,  born 
September  27,  1853;  Frank  E.,  June  6,  1857; 
and  David  L.,  July  7,  1859.  The  oldest  son, 
Daniel  Webster,  was  wedded  to  Emily  F. 
Watrous  of  Homer,  N.  Y.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  George  B.  Whitmore 
& Co.,  and  is  following  up  a brilliant  and  suc- 
cessful career.  Fie  is  an  ex-alderman  of  the 
city  of  Mount  Vernon.  He  received  a 
thorough  academic  education,  and  as  a 
young  man  taught  school.  Frank  E.,  the 
second  son,  married  Carrie  Wood,  who  is 
now  deceased.  He  was  also  once  a teacher, 
but  at  present  resides  at  Marathon,  and  is  in 
the  produce  business.  David  L.,  the  young- 
est son  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Rosalie  Rees,  and  is  a member 
of  the  firm  of  George  B.  Whitmore,  above 
referred  to. 

The  subject  of  this  article  has  much  of 
which  to  be  justly  proud,  and  for  which  to  be 
truly  thankful.  Born  of  a family  of  the  high- 
est standing,  reared  alongside  with  brothers, 
who  were  true  men  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  living  in  a community  which  is  ever 
appreciative  of  true  worth,  and  father  of  a 
family  of  sons,  who  have  shown  their  ability 
to  cope  with  the  world  in  its  busiest  marts, 
he  is  rounding  out  a life  that  has  been  well 
and  honorably  spent.  True  to  the  teachings 
of  his  honored  father,  he  has  always  adhered 
to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
During  his  middle  and  later  life  he  was  al- 
ways a valued  counsellor,  and  leader  of  that 
party,  and  his  services  were  often  enlisted  in 
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its  behalf.  He  was  supervisor  of  his  town 
for  three  years,  was  chairman  of  the  Cortland 
County  board  of  supervisors,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  intermittent- 
ly for  a longtime.  Most  of  the  minor  town 
offices  he  has  filled  at  one  time  and  another. 
In  the  State  Legislature  of  1875,  he  was  the 
member  from  Cortland  County,  and  his  Al- 
bany record  was  one  of  usefulness  to  the 
state  and  his  district.  With  all  his  secular  in- 
terests, Mr.  Whitmore  finds  time  to  look  to 
religious  affairs,  and  is  a devoted  and  active 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  where 
he  regularly  performs  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the 
session.  He  was  commissioner  and  examiner 
of  Auburn  Theological  Seminary  three  years. 
The  Sabbath  School  also  honored  him  as 
their  respected  superintendent  fifteen  years. 
He  is  a trustee  of  the  Peck  Memorial  Library 
Association,  which  built  the  Peck  Library  at 
Marathon,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Marathon,  of 
which  he  is  now  a director ; he  was  also  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Cortland  Savings 
Bank. 


LONZO  B.  SPRINGER,  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Cortland,  is  one  of 
the  best  representatives  of  the  in- 
telligent agricultural  class  of  Cortland  Coun- 
ty ; in  his  chosen  calling  he  was  successful 
far  beyond  the  ordinary  farmer,  and  so  was 
enabled,  before  he  was  enfeebled  by  age,  to 
retire  from  active  work,  and  enjoy  in  peace 
and  plenty  the  sunset  years  of  life.  In  1869 
he  sold  his  farm,  and  in  1870  removed  to  the 


village  of  Cortland,  where  he  bought  the 
Mark  Holton  residence  at  No.  43  Union  St. 
To  satisfy  his  ideas  of  convenience  and  util- 
ity, he  caused  the  house  to  be  reconstructed, 
remodeling  and  enlarging  it  throughout,  and 
changing  it  into  a handsome  double  house. 
What  is  more  attractive  even  than  the  house 
are  the  beautiful  gardens  and  the  lawn,  which 
are  especially  the  pride  of  its  owner.  Mr. 
Springer  loves  out  of  door  life,  and  attends 
to  all  of  the  gardening  about  the  house,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  Springer  lawn,  en- 
hanced in  beauty  as  it  is  with  well-trimmed 
shrubbery  and  graceful  shade  trees,  is  second 
to  none  in  the  village.  Many  residents  of 
Cortland,  who  have  lawns  that  are  not  quite 
equal  to  Mr.  Springer’s,  have  begged  him  to 
give  to  their  own  grounds  the  same  finished 
and  attractive  appearance  that  is  so  present 
a feature  of  his  own.  In  addition  to  this 
home,  Mr.  Springer  also  owns  a tenement  on 
Squires  St. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sempronius,  now 
Niles,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  April  12,  1821, 
and  is  therefore  well  advanced  in  years.  His 
father,  Benjamin  Springer,  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  served  as  a private  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  settled  in  Cajwiga  County  with  its 
early,  pioneer  families,  and  grew  up  with  the 
new  country,  becoming  well-to-do  and  pos- 
sessed of  a comfortable  competence.  He 
was  an  upright  citizen,  conscientious  in  the 
performance  of  the  great  and  small  duties  of 
life,  and  was  regarded  as  a man  of  influence 
and  power  in  the  community,  who  was  al- 
ways sure  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  truth 
and  sound  morality.  His  life  spanned  eighty- 
four  years,  while  his  wife,  Cynthia  (Brown) 
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Springer,  lived  to  be  eighty-seven.  Their 
children  were:  Desire;  Alonzo  B.;  Job; 
Sarah  Ann,  who  died  in  childhood ; Char- 
lotte; Durphy  ; and  Lucy,  who  did  not  live 
to  grow  up. 

Alonzo  B.  Springer  received  a district 
school  education,  and  when  he  grew  to  man- 
hood naturally  adopted  the  calling  of  a farm- 
er, and  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  For 
many  years  he  was  located  near  Skaneateles, 
Onondaga  County,  but  after  he  married,  he 
bought  a farm  at  Glen  Haven,  the  property 
being  partly  located  in  Cortland  County,  and 
partly  in  Cayuga  County,  but  the  buildings 
were  in  the  former  county  in  Scott  township. 
There  he  carried  on  farming  until  1870,  im- 
proving the  land,  reconstructing  the  build- 
ings, and  making  such  changes  and  altera- 
tions that  his  farm  came  to  be  recognized  as 
a superior  piece  of  property,  and  in  many  of 
its  features  was  second  to  none  in  the  town- 
ship. Mr.  Springer  built  up  a fine  reputation 
as  a successful  business  man  and  enterprising 
citizen,  and  while  a resident  of  the  township 
served  eight  years  as  its  assessor,  and  offici- 
ated as  justice  of  the  peace  two  years  and  a 
half.  He  has  always  been  loyal  in  his  allegi- 
ance to  the  Republican  party,  and  has  seen 
much  of  the  practical  side  of  politics.  The 
New  York  Tribune  has  been  a regular  visitor 
at  his  household  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and 
this  shows,  as  few  other  things  can,  how  well 
posted  he  is  in  all  the  current  history  of  the 
period.  Since  living  in  Cortland  village  he 
has  served  eight  years  as  street  commissioner. 

Mr.  Springer  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lucy  Sweatland,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Sweatland,  and  to  them  the  following  chil- 


dren were  born  : Charles,  who  only  lived  to 
be  eighteen  months  old  ; Ella,  who  married 
Irvin  Price,  a farmer  of  Cortland,  and  has 
borne  him  three  children,  Lena,  Anna  and 
Charles ; George,  who  died  when  fifteen 
years  old ; Lillie,  deceased,  aged  thirteen 
years;  Cora,  who  married  William  Newell 
of  La  Fayette,  Onondaga  County,  and  has 
a family  of  two  children,  Ralph  and  Mabel ; 
Joy,  who  died  in  childhood ; and  Thomas, 
who  is  also  deceased.  Mr.  Springer  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  while  his 
wife  continues  to  be  an  attendant  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 


AMES  B.  SPENCER,  a soldier  who 
took  part  in  several  engagements  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War,  and  who  is  at 
present  a prominent  citizen  of  Scott,  this 
county,  is  a son  of  Edwin  and  Ruth  (Van 
Benschoten)  Spencer,  and  was  born  in  Liv- 
ingston Count)-,  Michigan,  March  29,  1843. 

Asa  Spencer,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was 
a native  of  Massachusetts,  removing  from 
there  to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
afterwards  died.  He  was  engaged  in  hus- 
bandry all  his  life.  His  marriage  with  Miss 
Hardy  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children, 
tour  sons  and  two  daughters.  Edwin  Spen- 
cer, the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  biogra- 
phy, was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  this  state, 
in  1823;  he  received  a good  education  and 
for  nineteen  years  was  employed  as  a teacher 
in  the  district  schools.  From  Cayuga  County 
he  moved  to  Cortland  County,  where  he 
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lived  for  many  years.  Here  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Scott  township.  He 
also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  supervisor  of 
Scott  and  justice  of  the  peace  of  Steuben 
County.  He  was  a life-long  Republican. 
He  finally  moved  to  a farm  near  Ithaca,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  in  1891.  He  married 
Ruth  Van  Benschoten,  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Tryphena,  the 

widow  ol  Oscar  Scott;  Janies  B.;  Jennie, 
wife  of  Davis  Jones,  a resident  of  New  Bal- 
timore, Mich. ; and  Charles,  a resident  of 
Indiana.  / 

James  B.  Spencer  received  the  funda- 
mental part  of  his  knowledge  in  the  district 
schools  of  Scott,  and  later  attended  the 
Homer  Academy.  About  this  time  the  Civil 
War  broke  out  and  he  gave  up  school  life  to 
engage  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He 
enlisted  in  Co.  H.  161st  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf. 
and  served  more  than  three  years.  He  took 
part  in  the  following  engagements:  The 

Siege  of  Port  Hudson ; then  with  Gen. 
Banks  on  the  Red  River  Expedition ; with 
his  regiment  assisted  in  constructing  the  dam 
across  the  Red  River ; subsequently  his 
company  was  detached  and  placed  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.-Col.  Bailey,  and  went  to 
Vicksburg;  then  Gen.  Banks  was  retired,  and 
Gen.  Canby,  who  was  so  treacherously  killed 
while  treating  with  the  Indians  in  1873,  took 
charge,  and  they  took  the  city  of  Mobile  ; 
Mr.  Spencer  was  made  sergeant  and  was  in 
the  Provost  Marshal’s  office ; went  to  Apa- 
lachicola, Florida,  and  there  relieved  the 
1 10th  N.  Y.  at  Fort  Jefferson,  and  guarded 
130  conspirators,  among  whom  was  Dr. 
Mudd,  who  set  Booth’s  leg,  and  other 


notable  personages.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  Scott,  leaving  soon  after 
for  Michigan,  where  he  lived  a short  time. 
He  then  returned  to  Scott,  settled  upon  his 
present  homestead  and  employed  his  time  in 
husbandry.  He  is  a pleasant,  affable  gentle- 
man, and  enjoys  bringing  up  reminiscences 
of  army  life  and  adventures.  It  is  hardly 
necessar)'  to  add  that  these  adventures  are 
fully  as  enjoyable  in  the  hearing  as  in  the 
telling.  He  is  a member  of  Scott  Post  No. 
574,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  the  first  commander. 
He  was  married  in  1857  to  Francina  Whit- 
ing, a sister  of  H.  I.  Whiting,  a history  of 
whose  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this  Book  of 
Biographies.  They  have  one  daughter,  Nor- 
ma, wife  of  Elam  Clark  of  Scott. 


URDETT  T.  BURLINGHAM,  the 
present  popular  postmaster  of  Mc- 
Graw,  was  born  near  Auburn,  N. 
Y.,  May  23,  1861.  He  is  a son  of  Truman  A. 
and  Mary  E.  (Brown)  Burlingham.  His 
grandparents  were  among  the  early  pioneers 
that  came  from  the  New  England  States 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  Solon,  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y. 

Truman  A.  Burlingham  was  reared  in  the 
village  of  Solon,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  became  a farmer,  moving  later  to  a 
farm  near  Auburn,  N.  Y.  Being  inspired 
with  patriotism,  he  enlisted  in  the  3d  N.  Y. 
Heavy  Artillery,  which  was,  during  the  war, 
stationed  at  Fortress  Monroe.  It  was  dur- 
ing his  service  at  that  point  that  he  con- 
tracted a disease  and  died  in  the  hospital. 


' 
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He  married  Mary  E.  Brown,  and  as  a result 
of  this  union  three  children  were  born  to 
them : Hattie,  deceased ; Charles  A.;  and 
Burdett  T.  Mrs.  Burlingham  still  resides  in 
the  village. 

Burdett  T.  Burlingham,  who  heads  this 
personal  history,  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  and  McGrawville 
Academy ; later  he  attended  the  Albany 
Business  College  for  a short  time,  after 
which  he  moved  to  the  village  of  McGraw- 
ville and  conducted  a dining  and  lunch  room 
until  June  1,  1897,  when  he  was  appointed 
postmaster.  He  was  the  successful  one  of 
many  candidates,  which  fact  goes  to  prove 
his  popularity  in  the  community.  He  is  now 
and  has  been  for  a number  of  years  past  the 
local  representative  of  the  Cortland  Stand- 
ard, the  leading  newspaper  in  the  county. 
In  politics  he  is  an  unswerving  Republican, 
and  has  contributed  much  to  his  party’s  suc- 
cess. He  has  given  the  patrons  of  his  office 
a business  administration,  and  they  point 
with  pride  to  the  new  office  as  a model  one. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  has  a large  class  of  young  men  in  the 
Bible  School  connected  with  that  church. 


Ml  HOMAS  H.  KENNEDY.  Among  the 
eJ  | prominent,  intelligent  and  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  Homer  township,  who  have 
made  a success  of  their  calling  and  are  in 
every  way  entitled  to  be  termed  representa- 
tive citizens,  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch  deserves  far  more  than 


passing  notice.  He  is  deservedly  popular 
among  his  fellow-associates,  and  will  always 
be  found  in  the  battle  of  life  on  the  side  of 
right  and  a sound  morality,  which  alone  will 
make  our  nation  great  and  lasting.  He  is 
intensely  American  in  his  sentiments  as  befits 
one  who  saw  nearly  three  years  of  service 
during  the  recent  war  against  secession  and 
its  attendant  brood  of  evils.  It  is.  perhaps 
his  extraordinary  loyalty  toward  all  Ameri- 
can institutions  that  makes  him  so  strong  a 
Protectionist  and  a follower  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  leads  him  to  act  and  vote  on 
the  principle  of  American  markets  for  Amer- 
ican products. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  who  is  a son  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Price)  Kennedy,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Homer,  April  26,  1835.  The  family  is  of 
Scotch  origin,  and  Thomas  H.  Kennedy,  the 
elder,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
at  Morton,  Thorn  Hill,  Dumlrieshire,  Scot- 
land, February  8,  1758.  In  his  boyhood  days 
this  young  Scotch  laddie  was  a playmate  and 
schoolmate  of  “Bobby”  Burns,  the  beloved 
Scotch  poet  and  ballad-writer.  This  inti- 
macy continued  for  many  long  years,  and 
even  after  Mr.  Kennedy  came  to  this  country 
they  kept  up  a regular  correspondence.  Mr. 
Kennedy  worked  on  the  farm  with  Burns, 
the  one  holding  the  plow,  and  the  other  guid- 
ing the  ox  team,  when  a mouse  was  turned 
from  under  the  sod.  This  gave  Burns  the 
inspiration  to  write  “To  a Mouse.”  Mr. 
Kennedy  was  also  the  “Tam  O’Shanter”  of 
the  poem  of  that  name.  Our  subject’s  grand- 
father took  up  the  studv  of  medicine,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
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He  then  practiced  his  profession  in  his  na- 
tive town  until  his  health  failed,  when  he  be- 
came what  is  known  in  England  as  a “ rider,” 
a commercial  traveler,  continuing  to  support 
himself  and  family  at  that  occupation  until 
1792,  when  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  landing  in  New  York  City  on  March 
2.  After  traveling  through  Western  New 
York  and  Canada,  he  returned  to  New  York 
City,  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
grocery  business  until  1824,  when  he  sold 
out  and  retired  from  trade.  During  the  time 
he  was  in  commercial  life,  he  had  purchased 
a soldier’s  claim  of  Capt.  Thomas  Moody  of 
New  York  City,  who  had  served  in  the  Rev- 
olution. This  claim,  No.  13  of  Lot  3,  was 
located  in  the  north-western  part  of  Homer 
township.  Removing  from  New  York  City 
to  Homer,  he  took  up  his  residence  on  this 
farm,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
years,  engaged  in  the  tranquil  and  peaceful 
pursuits  of  agriculture,  dying  April  18,  1849, 
aged  ninety-one  years,  two  months  and  ten 
days.  He  was  a Presbyterian,  and  gave  his 
political  support  to  the  Whig  party.  A close 
student,  and  possessed  of  fine  literary  attain- 
ments, he  was  well  versed  in  biblical  lore, 
and  also  in  all  general  literature.  His  mem- 
ory was  exceptionally  good,  far  above  the 
average,  and  he  used  to  exercise  it  by  quot- 
ing chapters  of  Scripture  and  poetry,  espec- 
ially verses  from  the  pen  of  his  intimate 
friend,  the  “ Plow-Boy  Poet.”  Having  be- 
come a Mason  in  Scotland,  he  became  prom- 
inent in  the  Masonic  circles  of  Homer,  and 
assisted  in  organizing  the  first  lodge  in  the 
county.  He  married,  when  a resident  of 
Scotland,  Margaret  Carmichael,  and  they  be- 


came the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  were  born  in  Scotland,  and  four  in  the 
United  States.  Only  those  born  in  this 
country  survived  childhood’s  days,  and  they 
were  named  : Sarah;  Mary  L.;  Thomas,  our 
subject’s  father ; and  Robert,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  City,  April  20,  1806.  Robert 
Kennedy  has  lived  on  the  homestead  in 
Homer  ever  since  the  family  first  moved 
there,  and  although  he  is  close  to  ninety-two 
years  of  age,  he  is  hale  and  hearty,  his  mind 
is  clear  and  bright,  and  all  appearances  war- 
rant the  belief  that  he  will  enjoy  life  for  a 
few  more  years  to  come  He  is  an  ardent 
Republican  in  politics,  and  voted  for  Presi- 
dent McKinley  in  1896. 

Thomas  Kennedy,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  New  York  City,  May  2,  1802,  and 
came  with  the  family  to  Homer,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  on  the  old  homestead, 
October  4,  1890.  He  was  a butcher  by 
trade,  but  after  coming  to  Homer  he  engag- 
ed exclusive^  in  farming,  operating  the 
homestead  of  180  acres  in  connection  with 
his  brother  Robert.  His  political  attach- 
ments were  Republican.  He  was  joined  in 
marriage  August  27,  1827,  with  Sarah  Price, 
daughter  of  Timothy  Price  of  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  March  9,  1809, 
and  died  January  13,  1888.  Their  family 
consisted  of  six  children,  namely:  Mrs. 

Sarah  H.  Babcock,  deceased;  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Scott,  deceased;  Thomas  Homer;  John  H. 
of  Cortland;  Mrs.  Rhoda  A.  Stoker;  and 
Margaret  M. 

Our  subject’s  whole  life  has  been  spent  on 
the  homestead  ; his  education  was  secured  in 
the  district  school  near  by.  His  main  occu- 
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pation  has  been  farming,  although  he  has 
also  been  engaged  in  milling.  He  served 
nearly  three  years  in  Co.  D,  157th  Reg.  N. 
Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  enlisting  in  the  fall  of  1862,  and 
continuing  in  the  service  till  the  close  of  the 
war.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  his  war 
record  was  excellent.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  believes  thoroughly  that  a 
system  of  protection  to  American  producers 
will  bring  prosperity  to  all  classes  of  indus- 
try and  will  especially  benefit  the  agricul- 
tural class. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  joined  in  marriage,  De- 
cember 27,  i860,  to  Charlotte  M.  Price  of 
Homer,  and  they  have  two  children.  Mary 
M.,  the  elder,  married  T.  Dwight  Keep,  a 
farmer  of  Homer,  who  has  been  blessed  with 
excellent  success  at  his  chosen  industry. 
Belle,  the  younger  daughter,  lives  at  home 
with  her  parents.  As  one  of  the  most  repre- 
sentative and  enterprising  agriculturists  of 
Cortland  County,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to 
present  Mr.  Kennedy’s  portrait  on  a preced- 
ing page. 


\vV/  ILLIAM  WARREN  WRIGHT, 
the  station  agent  at  Preble  of  the 
Syracuse,  Binghamton  & New  York  R.  R., 
and  also  the  leading  dealer  in  flour,  feed, 
coal  and  cement,  is  a son  of  Joshua  and 
Rebecca  A.  (West)  Wright,  and  was  born  in 
Preble  March  31,  1845.  His  great-grand- 
father, with  two  of  his  brothers,  came  from 
Great  Britain  to  America,  and  settled  in  the 
valley  of  the  Hudson  prior  to  the  Revolution- 
ary War. 


Jacob  Henry  Wright,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  near  the  Hudson;  from 
there  removed  to  Cayuga  County  near  the 
village  of  Moravia,  and  later  in  life  went  to 
Preble,  where  he  died  in  1849.  He  was 
engaged  all  his  life  in  the  tillage  of  the  soil. 
His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Armstrong,  and 
they  had  four  sons:  Smith,  Henry,  Thomas 
and  Joshua  ; and  two  daughters. 

Joshua  Wright,  the  father,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Windham,  near  Catskill  on  the 
Hudson,  August  13,  1813,  and  came  with  the 
family  first  to  Moravia,  then  to  Preble, 
where  he  passed  to  his  eternal  rest  May  20, 
1892.  He  was  an  agriculturist  until  1854, 
when  he  engaged  in  railroading,  being  a 
foreman  in  charge  of  a number  of  men 
employed  in  grading  the  road,  and  later  was 
track  foreman  ; he  graded  the  Central  R.  R. 
and  helped  widen  the  Erie  Canal.  Fifteen 
years  previous  to  his  death  he  was  com- 
pelled to  retire  from  active  work  on  account 
of  failing  health.  He  was  a warm  Democrat, 
but  never  allowed  his  name  to  be  used  for 
office.  He  was  a zealous  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  was 
married  to  Rebecca  A.  West,  who  was  born 
in  June,  1813,  and  who  is  still  living,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  a remarkably  active 
woman.  Five  children  were  born  to  them 
and  grew  to  adult  age:  Smith  S.,  a farmer  of 
Preble ; Eleanor,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Joseph  E.  Thorn;  William  Warren,  our  sub- 
ject; Mary  E.  of  Preble;  and  Austin  L. 
of  Little  York,  town  of  Homer. 

William  Warren  Wright  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools.  After  attaining  his 
majority  he  embarked  in  the  railroad  busi- 
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ness,  spending  one  year  in  charge  of  the  sta- 
tion at  Preble ; he  then  went  to  Albany, 
where  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  the 
Dunlap  House  for  six  months;  was  employed 
by  the  Union  Bridge  Co.  at  Union  Depot, 
Albany,  for  one  year  and  one-half ; and  was 
then  offered  the  position  of  station  agent  at 
Preble  by  the  Syracuse,  Binghamton  & New 
York  R.  R.,  taking  charge  there  November 
15,  1869,  everything  being  under  his  control. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  his  time  is  well 
employed  in  such  duties  as  fall  to  the  lot  of  a 
station  agent,  he  still  operates  a feed  store, 
where  he  handles  flour,  feed,  coal  and 
cement,  and  enjoys  a large  and  growing 
patronage. 

Mr.  Wright  has  always  been  a strong 
Democrat  and  a Free-Silver  man.  He  has 
filled  nearly  all  the  town  offices  within  the 
gift  of  the  people.  He  was  supervisor  for 
three  years,  and  overseer  of  poor,  auditor 
and  justice  of  the  peace  for  seven  years.  He 
was  a candidate  for  Assemblyman,  but  was 
defeated,  owing  to  the  district  being  so 
strongly  Republican ; he  made  a splendid 
fight,  and  ran  away  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He 
is  a member  of  Homer  Lodge,  No.  352,  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Washington  Chapter  No.  49,  R.  A.  M., 
of  Homer;  and  Cortland  Commandery  No. 
50,  K.  T. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Lucinda 
Lampman,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Lampman, 
of  Saint  Johnsville,  Montgomery  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children  : Rebecca,  who  died  in  infancy  ; 
George  W.,  a farmer  of  Preble,  who  married 
Mary  L.  Williams;  Charles  S.,  a graduate  of 
Cortland  State  Normal  School,  now  teaching 


at  Mecklenburg,  Schuyler  County,  N.  Y.; 
Lena  R.,  who  is  teaching  in  the  village 
school  of  Preble;  and  William  Warren,  Jr., 
a teacher  in  District  No.  3,  Preble  town- 
ship. 


TmARNEST  W.  CHILDS,  one  of  the 
JL1  leading  and  most  successful  busi- 

ness men  of  Cortland  County,  residing  at 
Scott,  is  a son  of  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Childs, 
whose  sketch  on  another  page  contains  an 
ample  account  of  the  ancestral  history  of 
the  family.  He  was  born  at  Scott,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1852,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  Homer  Academy,  obtaining  a 
good  academic  education.  Leaving  school  at 
the  age  of  twenty  )mars,  he  taught  school 
tor  six  years  during  the  winter  terms  and 
farmed  during  the  summer  months.  In  1878 
he  formed  a partnership  with  F.  M.  Hazard 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hazard  & Childs, 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  green 
tow  ; a portion  of  the  time  they  operated  five 
mills,  employing  ten  hands,  and  simultane- 
ously they  were  also  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  The  firm  of  Hazard  & Childs  con- 
tinued successfully  until  1884,  since  which 
time  Mr.  Childs  has  conducted  the  combined 
ventures  alone.  In  conjunction  with  the  flax 
and  lumber  business  Mr.  Childs  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  one  of  the 
finest  herds  of  cows  in  this  county.  He 
owns  two  farms,  which  contain  over  two 
hundred  acres  in  all,  and  keeps  thirty  supe- 
rior milch  cows.  He  also  deals  in  cattle, 
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real  estate  and  flax  seed,  but  confines  his 
speculations  chiefly  to  cattle. 

On  August  22,  1883,  Mr.  Childs  and  Hattie 
Burdick,  daughter  of  Asher  and  Amanda 
Burdick,  of  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  were  happily 
married,  and  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, Lucy  E.,  Cecil  R.,  and  L.  Beryl. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, and  has  done  much  toward  the  success 
of  his  party.  He  has  received  many  expres- 
sions of  confidence  from  his  fellow  citizens, 
having  represented  his  party  in  county,  dis- 
trict and  state  conventions.  In  1889  he  was 
elected  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Scott,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  three  consecutive 
years ; after  a lapse  of  three  years  he  was 
again  elected  in  1895  to  the  same  office,  and 
is  the  present  incumbent.  Mr.  Childs  is  an 
active  and  straight-forward  business  man, 
and  by  his  honest  method  of  dealing  with 
his  patrons  has  won  the  confidence  of  the 
entire  community. 


\vV / ILLIAM  VV.  KELSEY,  inventor 
VpV  and  patentee  of  the  justly  celebra- 
ted Kelsey  Warm  Air  Generator,  is  living 
the  life  of  a retired  gentleman  at  Cortland, 
N.  Y.  Though  he  is  not  participating 
actively  in  the  great  industry  which  had  its 
being  in  his  skill  and  inventive  genius,  he  is 
still  a very  active  and  influential  man  in  the 
community,  of  whose  marked  success  in  life 
his  fellow  townsmen  are  very  proud.  Mr. 
Kelsey  is  a native  of  Cortland  County,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  the  town  of  Preble 
in  1841.  After  a limited  school  education, 


he  learned  the  business  of  a steam  engineer, 
a calling  he  followed  for  thirty  years.  He 
was  an  employee  of  the  Ohio  Central  R.  R. 
as  engineer  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  was  later  with  the  Lake  Shore  & Michi- 
gan Southern  R.  R.  in  the  same  capacity,  but 
finally  resigned  his  place  with  that  corpora- 
tion, and  became  a commercial  traveler  for 
Davis  & Co.,  shirt  manufacturers  of  Troy,  N. 
Y.  He  was  with  that  house  for  five  years, 
then  went  with  Miller  & Bingham,  now  Mil- 
ler, and  with  Hall  & Hartwell  of  Troy,  well 
known  firms  in  the  same  line.  As  a salesman 
Mr.  Kelsey  made  a record  that  had  never 
been  exceeded  but  in  one  instance  in  this 
country.  In  the  year  1883,  his  total  sales  ag- 
gregated $216,136.32  in  value,  a sum  of 
money  which  represented  over  a quarter  of  a 
million  of  shirts.  His  position  with  his  house 
was  a fairly  lucrative  one,  bringing  him  in 
$3,000.00  per.  year  in  addition  to  his  expenses. 
Mr.  Kelsey  had  been  developing  in  his  mind 
the  details  of  a corrugated  warm  air  genera- 
tor and  furnace,  on  which  in  1889  he  received 
letters  patent.  He  threw  up  his  fine  position 
and  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  his  Gen- 
erator, having  them  constructed  by  Cooper 
Bros,  of  Cortland.  The  first  goods  manufac- 
tured were  put  out  under  the  name  of  W.  W. 
Kelsey,  he  being  sole  owner  and  patentee. 
After  remaining  in  Cortland  a year,  he  sold  a 
half  interest  to  S.  Cheney  & Son,  and  the 
business  was  moved  to  Manlius  and  conduct- 
ed one  year.  Then  Horace  W.  Bradley  and 
Ezivor  O.  Rickard  bought  the  interest  of  S. 
Cheney  & Son  and  the  co-partnership  was 
formed  under  name  of  The  Kelsey  Furnace 
Co.  of  Syracuse.  His  appliance  rapidly 
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gained  popular  favor  as  it  showed  great  points 
of  superiority  over  its  competitors.  For  heat- 
ing large  residences,  schools,  churches,  halls, 
etc.,  it  is  very  near  perfection.  It  completely 
takes  the  place  of  steam  and  hot  water  sys- 
tems, and  does  away  with  the  objectionable 
points  that  many  other  dry  air  heaters 
possess.  Withal  it  is  the  most  economical 
appliance  in  its  consumption  of  fuel  yet  on 
the  market.  It  has  a very  extensive  sale, 
and  the  output  at  this  writing  is  over  2,000 
per  annum.  A short  time  ago  Mr.  Kelsey 
disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  manufacturing 
and  sales  departments,  but  still  retains  a 
royalty  upon  every  piece  of  apparatus  made 
and  sold  by  the  company.  He  has  lived  in 
Cortland  for  over  twenty  years,  and  he  is 
now  one  of  the  most  active  supporters  and 
well-wishers  of  the  village. 

Mr.  Kelsey  is  a son  of  Seth  P.  Kelsey,  and 
a grandson  of  Thomas  Kelsey.  The  latter 
formerly  owned  and  conducted  a large  flax 
mill  and  saw  mill  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. 
He  came  to  Cortland  County  with  a large 
family  and  located  in  the  town  of  Preble, 
where  he  followed  farming  to  the  end  of  his 
active  period.  He  retired  to  Homer  towards 
the  end  of  his  life  and  there  died  at  about 
eighty  years  of  age.  Thomas  Kelsey  was  in 
his  time  a crack  marksman  and  famed  hun- 
ter, and  many  were  the  deer  and  wild  turkies 
that  fell  to  his  unerring  aim.  Many  of  the 
early  day  “turkey  shoots”  did  he  retire  from 
with  championship  honors. 

Seth  P.  Kelsey,  the  son,  and  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  came  into  life  at  West 
Winfield,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  From 
his  boyhood  he  was  a natural  mechanic,  and 


could  make  or  build  almost  anything  in  the 
way  of  appliances  that  the  time  or  place 
demanded.  He  owned  and  operated  a steam 
saw  mill,  did  fine  cabinet  work,  constructed 
horse-rakes  and  other  farming  implements, 
and  in  short  was  a most  useful  man  in  a hun- 
dred ways  to  his  fellow-townsmen.  Beside 
being  an  ingenious  man,  he  was  an  exceed- 
ingly well  informed  one.  In  the  debates, 
which  were  such  features  of  the  early  social 
life,  he  was  seldom  worsted.  He  was  a 
champion  of  the  liberal  sentiment.  He 
never  sought  office,  but  he  was  universally 
liked  and  respected.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Sarah  Bingham,  who  is  now 
living  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Bingham.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  John  B.;  William  W.;  Mary  O., 
deceased ; S.  Alice,  also  deceased ; James 
M.;  and  Rolland  S. 

William  W.  Kelsey,  since  he  has  made 
Cortland  his  home,  has  done  much  for  the 
place.  He  has  built  three  handsome  houses 
on  Reynolds  Ave.,  two  on  Railroad  Ave., 
and  one  on  Union  Street.  With  his  son-in- 
law,  D.  H.  Bingham,  he  erected  in  1896  a 
very  finely  appointed  double-house  on 
Church  Street.  He  has  also  completed  a 
modern  dwelling  on  the  same  thoroughfare. 
In  Syracuse  he  erected  a modern  four-flight 
flat,  which  is  known  as  the  Kelsey  Flat. 

Mr.  Kelsey’s  wife  was  a Miss  Sarepta  M. 
Hollenbeck,  daughter  of  Isaac  Hollenbeck  of 
Tully,  N.  Y.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  them  : Alice  M.,  who  married  Anson  M. 
Robinson,  buyer  of  furnishing  goods  and  un- 
derwear for  Neal  & Hyde,  a wholesale  house 
I of  Syracuse ; and  Clara  B.,  who  is  the  wife 
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of  D.  H.  Bingham  of  Cortland.  The  latter 
gentleman  is  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Bingham  Bros.  & Miller,  the  most  exten- 
sive dealers  in  clothing  in  the  village  of  Cort- 
land. 

Mr.  Kelsey  has  been  eminently  successful. 
Some  may  call  this  luck,  but  those  who  know 
him  appreciate  the  fact  that  his  prosperity 
has  come  as  a result  of  hard  work.  Possess- 
ed of  great  capacity  for  labor,  he  even  ex- 
ceeded that,  and  sometimes  feels  the  effects 
of  his  too  close  confinement.  He  now  lives 
surrounded  by  all  those  things  that  render 
life  happy  and  worth  the  living ; a fine  home, 
fitted  up  with  all  the  things  that  culture  and 
taste  can  suggest,  a good  stable  and  proudly 
stepping  horses,  and  many  other  facilities  for 
enjoying  a rest  that  has  been  fairly  and 
honorably  earned.  We  take  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting Mr.  Kelsey’s  portrait,  which  appears 
on  a page  in  proximity  to  this. 


ANIEL  T.  BOWDISH,  who  con- 
ducts a general  store  at  Little  York, 
and  is  also  a justice  of  the  peace, 
is  a son  of  John  S.  and  Emily  (Tarble) 
Bowdish,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Free- 
town, this  county,  July  t,  1850. 

His  grandfather,  Joseph  Bowdish,  spent 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  moving  to  Freetown  about  1848.  Pie 
had  chosen  farming  as  the  occupation  best 
suited  to  his  tastes,  and  continued  in  that 
calling  all  his  life.  The  partner  who  shared 
his  joys  and  sorrows  was  Miss  Clara  Sher- 
man, a lady  in  every  way  worthy  the  high  es- 


teem in  which  she  was  held.  They  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are 
living  at  the  present  time,  whose  records  are 
as  follows:  John  S.,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Hannah  of  Marathon  this  county  ; Margaret, 
also  of  Marathon  ; Uriah,  a farmer  of  Free- 
town; and  Albertus,  a farmer  of  Solon.  Jo- 
seph Bowdish  was  called  from  his  labors,  in 
1859,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  and  was  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  who  passed  away  at  the  un- 
usually advanced  age  of  ninety-eight  years,  in 
1896.  Only  two  years  were  lacking  to  round 
out  a century,  in  a life  that  was  full  of  love  and 
tenderness.  Few  persons  are  permitted  to 
live  to  such  great  age,  and  note  the  many 
changes  that  occur  during  the  growth  of  a 
century.  Mrs.  Bowdish  was  a woman  of 
amiable  disposition  and  gentle  breeding,  and 
had  gathered  around  her  a multitude  of 
friends  who  were  loth  to  see  her  go,  although 
her  years  had  been  well  rounded  out,  and  the 
time  had  fully  come  when  she  would  hear  the 
Master  say,  “ W ell  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord.” 

John  S.  Bowdish  was  born  in  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  month  of  November,  1819,  and 
obtained  an  education  in  the  common  schools 
that  was  much  superior  to  that  accorded  the 
majority  of  boys  in  those  days.  He  came 
from  a family  of  farmers,  and  it  was  not 
strange  that  he  should  develop  a liking  for 
the  same  honorable  work.  He  accompanied 
his  father  when  the  latter  moved  to  Freetown, 
and  about  the  year  1883  he  located  in  Mara- 
thon, where  he  is  at  present  living  a life  of 
ease.  He  is  seventy-eight  years  old,  and  re- 
tired from  active  life  when  he  removed  from 
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Freetown  ; at  that  place  he  owned  and  oper- 
ated a farm  of  160  acres,  being  one  of  the 
most  extensive  farmers  of  that  section.  He 
was  also  mail  carrier  between  Texas  Valley 
and  Marathon  for  eight  years.  He  is  a Re- 
publican, and  at  one  time  was  assessor  of 
Freetown.  He  was  married  to  Emily  Tarble, 
who  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight  chil- 
dren, as  follows : Emery,  a resident  of  Cort- 
land; Adelaide,  wife  of  Edwin  Maride  of 
Cincinnatus,  this  county  ; Daniel  T.;  Joseph, 
a butter  and  cheese  dealer  of  Marathon ; 
Charles,  a farmer  of  Freetown  ; Arvine,  who 
died  in  1 877  ; Eber,  a liveryman  of  Marathon  ; 
and  Esther,  wife  of  William  Brooks  of  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y. 

Daniel  T.  Bowdish  was  raised  in  Freetown 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
place.  He  began  working  for  himself,  as  a 
farmer,  and  continued  in  that  occupation  for 
ten  years  until  1882;  at  that  time  he  opened 
a store  of  general  merchandise  at  Little  York, 
which  he  has  since  conducted.  This  store 
fills  a long  felt  want  in  the  village,  and  Mr. 
Bowdish  has  made  it  his  chief  aim  to  be  able 
to  supply  any  article  that  may  be  called  for, 
thus  making  it  a first-class  store  in  every  re- 
spect. He  married  Miss  Flora  L.,  daughter 
of  Calvin  Eaton  ot  Freetown,  on  February 
11,  1873.  He  is  a strong  Republican,  taking 
a very  active  part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
political  affairs.  He  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace  of  Freetown,  where  he  served  two 
terms,  and  is  at  present  filling  the  same  office 
at  Little  York,  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
1895.  Mr.  Bowdish  has  been  an  honorable, 
upright  judge,  and  has  won  for  himself  the 


hearty  approbation  of  his  towns-people  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  the 
affairs  of  his  office.  On  November  15,  1897, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Little  York. 
In  both  his  private  and  public  life  he  has  held 
himself  above  reproach,  and  his  strict  integ- 
rity is  testified  to  by  his  numerous  friends  in 
all  parts  of  the  county.  His  pleasant,  agree- 
able manners  make  his  compan)^  in  demand, 
and  he  is  seldom  to  be  found  unless  surround- 
ed by  some  of  his  numerous  friends. 


R.  HERMAN  D.  HUNT  of  Preble 
village,  Cortland  County,  was  born 
in  La  Fayette,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  September  4,  1846.  He  is  a son  of 
Daniel  Hunt  and  grandson  of  Benjamin 
Hunt. 

Benjamin  Hunt  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  after  reaching  his  majority  removed  to 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed 
farming  ; being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
county  he  had  to  withstand  the  privations 
incident  to  the  early  settlement  and  develop- 
ment of  a hitherto  wild  and  uncultivated  bit 
of  country. 

Daniel  Hunt  was  born  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut in  the  year  1797.  Most  of  his  early 
days  were  spent  in  Otsego  County,  New 
York,  where  he  married  his  first  wife.  She 
died  in  1840  and  left  four  children.  He  then 
moved  to  Onondaga  County,  later  to  Cayuga 
County,  and  from  there  to  Cortland  County. 
In  1872  he  returned  to  Otsego  County, 
where  he  died  the  following  year.  His 
second  union  was  with  Harriet  Ackles,  and 
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one  child  was  born  to  them,  Dr.  Herman  D., 
the  subject  of  this  narration.  Mr.  Hunt 
was  a successful  business  man  and  a good 
farmer. 

Dr.  Herman  D.  Hunt  graduated  in  1869 
from  the  old  Cortland  Academy  of  Homer  vil- 
lage. He  taught  school  the  four  seasons 
previous  to  his  graduation,  and  one  season 
afterwards.  He  began  his  professional 
studies  with  Dr.  D.  W.  Burdick  of  Preble, 
with  whom  he  read  medicine  until  he  enter- 
ed the  late  Geneva  College,  which  became  a 
part  of  Syracuse  University.  He  attended 
there  the  last  years  it  was  under  the  name  of 
Hobart  College,  and  graduated  from  the 
Medical  Department  of  Syracuse  University 
in  1873.  He  immediately  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Spafford,  Onondaga 
County,  where  he  remained  six  years.  In 
1879  he  came  to  Preble,  where  he  has  been 
engaged  in  a general  practice  ever  since. 

Dr.  Hunt  is  a thorough  business  man  as 
well  as  a practical  physician.  He  owned 
and  conducted  a drugstore  from  1889  until 
1895.  He  is  a man  of  superior  professional 
attainments,  while  toward  all  he  manifests  a 
kind  and  gentlemanly  demeanor,  which  gives 
him  the  good  will  and  respect  of  the  entire 
community.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the 
Central  New  York  Medical  Association,  also 
the  Cortland  County  Medical  Association 
and  has  served  in  the  official  capacity  of  pres- 
ident of  the  latter  association  four  different 
times.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  serving  his  third 
year  as  justice  of  the  peace  ; his  fourth  year 
as  postmaster;  and  has  filled  out  three  terms 

as  supervisor  of  Preble.  He  has  represented 
8* 


his  party  in  many  county,  district  and  state 
conventions.  He  is  a man  of  natural  abilities 
and  genial  manners,  and  thus  he  is  well  fitted 
to  be  the  popular  and  successful  leader  of  his 
townsmen.  He  is  a member  of  Homer 
Lodge,  No.  352,  F.  and  A.  M.;  Washington 
Chapter  No.  29,  R.  A.  M.;  Cortland  Com- 
mandery  K.  T.  Dr.  Hunt  was  married  Sep- 
tember 4,  1872,  to  Emma  A.  Hobart, 

daughter  of  the  late  Dix  Plobart  of  Virgil, 
this  county.  He  is  the  father  of  two 
children,  namely;  D.  S.  and  Iva  V.,  both  of 
whom  are  still  at  home. 


~r^)|  ORACE  MARTIN,  a leading  and 
r=^|  well-to-do  agriculturist  of  Freetown, 
J-5  V , who  is  extensively  engaged  in  but- 
ter and  cheese  making,  is  a son  of  Simmons 
and  Lucy  (Wildman)  Martin,  and  was  born 
February  28,  1848,  in  the  town  of  Freetown, 
this  county. 

The  first  member  of  the  Martin  family  of 
whom  we  have  record  was  George  Martin, 
who  was  living  at  Chebacco,  four  miles  from 
Ipswich,  Mass.,  in  1680.  Whether  he  was 
the  first  of  the  name  to  seek  a home  in  the 
New  World,  of  whether  that  distinction  be- 
longs to  his  father,  can  not  at  present  be 
definitely  said,  but  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the 
family  emigrated  from  England,  although  the 
name  and  family  characteristics  would  seem 
to  give  strength  to  the  theory  of  a Norman 
or  French  origin.  On  September  17,  1680,  a 
son  was  born  to  George  Martin,  who  also  re- 
ceived the  name  of  George,  and  who,  in  1706, 
was  married  to  Anna  Choate,  a member  of 
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the  afterwards  famous  Choate  family,  and 
about  the  year  1707  emigrated  to  Windham 
County,  Connecticut,  where  many  of  his  de- 
scendants still  reside,  and  where,  on  Novem- 
ber 16,  1753,  his  grandson,  George  Martin, 
the  fourth  of  that  name  in  direct  descent,  and 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born. 
This  George  Martin  voluntarily  responded 
to  the  Lexington  Alarm  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolution,  and  on  June  9,  1777,  enlisted 
for  three  years  in  the  4th  Connecticut  Regi- 
ment, serving  the  full  three  years,  being  hon- 
orably discharged  on  June  9,  1780. 

Cyril  Martin,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Sim- 
mons) Martin,  and  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
March  5,  1779.  He  married,  in  March,  1803, 
Lucy  Welch,  and  removed  to  Cortland  Coun- 
ty in  the  spring  of  1814.  He  settled  in  the 
town  of  Solon  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
school  teaching.  He  was  originally  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  but  afterward  became  a Whig, 
and  later,  upon  the  disruption  of  the  Whig 
party,  a Republican.  He  served  his  town  in 
various  capacities,  and  in  1823  was  super- 
visor. He  died  December  9,  1865,  aged 

eighty-six  years.  Cyril  Martin  had  three 
sons : Simmons,  Ralph,  who  removed  to 
Michigan,  and  Giles ; and  two  daughters, 
Laura  and  Lydia,  the  latter  dying  in  infancy. 

Simmons  Martin,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
also  a native  of  Connecticut,  being  but  seven 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to  So- 
lon. His  wife,  Lucy  Wildman,  bore  him  six 
children — three  sons  and  three  daughters ; 
Jane,  wile  of  Joseph  Wavleof  McGrawville ; 
Romelia  of  Kansas ; Ellen,  deceased,  wife  of 
Simon  Tarble;  Horace;  Orville  of  Oregon; 


and  Aldin  of  East  Freetown.  Simmons  Mar- 
tin was  a Whig,  and  in  late  life  a Republican, 
but  he  gave  very  little  time  to  politics,  as  he 
was  a very  industrious  man,  and  his  attention 
was  closely  given  to  the  improvement  of  his 
land,  in  which  he  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  dying  on  his  farm  in  Freetown. 

Horace  Martin  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  received  a common  school  education, 
that  was  no  better  nor  worse  than  was  usually 
given  to  the  average  country  boy  of  that  time. 
When  he  attained  his  majority,  he  at  once 
began  farming  on  the  same  property,  which 
he  now  operates  with  such  success.  He 
now  owns  217  acres  of  as  fine  farming  land 
as  can  be  found  in  his  section.  In  addition  to 
farming,  he  has  devoted  no  small  amount  of 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  manufacture  of 
butter  and  cheese,  and  now  operates  one  of 
the  largest  plants  in  the  county.  About  the 
spring  of  1884,  he  became  interested  in  the 
industry,  mentioned  above,  and  embarked  in 
business  on  his  farm,  running  an  old  factory 
until  April,  1888,  when  it  was  burned  down. 
He  immediately  set  to  work  to  rebuild,  and 
had  the  new  one  in  operation  in  July  of  the 
same  year.  This  he  ran  until  January,  1894, 
when  he  disposed  of  it.  In  the  spring  of 
1897,  he  completed  the  largest  and  most  thor- 
oughly equipped  creamery  and  cheese  fac- 
tory in  the  county,  and  is  even  now  doing  a 
large  business.  This  new  building  is  sup- 
plied throughout  with  new  machinery  of  the 
latest  and  most  approved  pattern/both  for 
the  manufacture  of  cheese  and  the  making  of 
butter.  The  factory  has  the  requisite  facili- 
ties for  utilizing  the  milk  product  of  from 
five  hundred  to  seven  hundred  cows.  Our 
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subject  sells  large  quantities  of  butter  and 
cheese,  and  is  making  the  plant  a most  profit- 
able investment. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Martin  is  a Democrat,  and 
has  served  as  road  commissioner  two  terms, 
as  supervisor  in  1890  and  1891,  and  has  rep- 
resented his  district  a number  of  times  as  a 
delegate  in  the  county  conventions.  He  was 
united  in  matrimony  with  Miss  Lavinia  Un- 
derwood, daughter  of  Alanson  Underwood, 
November  29,  1867,  and  two  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Anna,  born  July  22,  1872, 
who  married  Clinton  Maybury  of  McGraw- 
ville,  this  county  ; and  George,  born  July  17, 
1874,  who  works  in  the  factory  with  his 
father,  and  lives  at  home.  Mr.  Martin  is  a 
member  of  Freetown  Grange,  No.  489. 

Mrs.  Horace  Martin  is  the  youngest  of 
eight  children,  born  to  Alanson  and  Laura 
(Stafford)  Underwood,  who  were  natives  of 
Virgil,  N.  Y.  The  Underwood  family  is  of 
English  extraction.  At  an  early  day,  three 
brothers,  members  of  the  English  family  of 
Underwoods,  left  their  native  land  and  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  taking  up  their 
home  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  The 
first  of  the  Underwood  family  to  settle  in 
Cortland  County  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Martin.  He  located  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  town  of  Freetown  in  1798,  being  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  that  section  of  the  county. 
There  he  followed  farming,  and  became  one 
of  the  large  land-owners  of  his  time  and 
place,  being  possessed  of  a tract  comprising 
900  acres.  He  married  Jerusha  Woods,  and 
to  them  were  born  eighteen  children : Eras- 
tus  ; Ziba;  Alanson;  Ruey  ; Ruby;  Joanna; 
Philander;  Eliab ; Rosanna;  Louisa;  Nor- 


man; Nathan;  Matilda;  Vander;  and  four 
that  died  in  infancy. 

On  a preceding  page  may  be  found  por- 
traits of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Martin.  Our 
subject  is  a man  of  decided  enterprise,  and 
is  recognized  throughout  the  county  as  a 
man  of  very  superior  business  qualifications. 


M DWARD  K EAT  OR.  Prominent 
\ among  the  representative  and  sub- 

stantial business  men  who  have  contributed 
to  the  growth  of  Cortland,  and  now  minister 
to  its  present  prosperity  by  engaging  heavily 
in  many  legitimate  and  well  established  com- 
mercial enterprises,  stands  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  biographical  article. 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  for  a period  of  twenty-eight 
years,  and  since  1889  has  been  the  head  of 
the  institution;  from  1876  until  1889  he  was 
continued  as  vice-president,  also  serving  as 
cashier  from  1880  to  1889.  Among  his  other 
important  business  interests  are  those  that 
are  contained  in  the  Screen  Door  Co.,  of 
which  he  is  treasurer,  and  the  L.  Y.  Ice  Co., 
of  which  he  is  president. 

Joseph  Keator,  his  grandfather,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Marbletown,  Ulster  Co., 
N.  Y.,  July  18,  1764.  He  was  one  of  the 
men  that  seem  born  to  succeed.  By  constant 
reading,  well  directed  by  a discriminating 
literary  taste,  he  forced  his  way  into  the 
ranks  of  men  of  culture  and  refinement,  and 
was  well  posted  and  informed  in  many  of  the 
sciences  and  the  arts.  He  gave  especial 
attention  to  the  study  of  civil  engineering. 
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and  having  mastered  thoroughly  all  the 
requirements  of  that  period  in  the  profession, 
he  often  ran  lines  for  his  fellow  settlers  and 
settled  disputes  concerning  boundaries.  He 
was  in  all  essential  respects  a self-made  man, 
and  was  given  the  highest  consideration  as 
was  due  a man  of  his  parts.  With  his 
brother,  John,  he  emigrated  to  Roxbury, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  jointly  pur- 
chased a wild  and  uncultivated  tract  of  land. 
They  cleared  a nice  farm  in  the  locality  now 
known  as  Batavia  Kiln.  Joseph  Keator 
made  this  place  his  home  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  and  was  engaged  in  carrying  on 
agricultural  operations.  Joseph  Keator 
passed  away  May  1,  1817;  his  wife,  Mary, 
who  was  born  November  12,  1777,  died 
October  12,  1851.  They  reared  a large 
family,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and 
occupied  honorable  and  respected  positions 
wherever  their  lots  were  cast.  Joseph  Keator 
being  a shrewd  business  man,  endowed  with 
far-sighted  judgment  and  economical  in  his 
habits,  became  quite  wealthy,  and  at  his 
death  left  a large  estate  to  his  heirs.  He  was 
a leader  in  his  town,  and  was  looked  up  to  as 
a man  of  far  more  than  ordinary  ability. 

Thomas  Keator,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Roxbury,  Del- 
aware County,  N.  Y.,  in  1803,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
place.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, but  after  he  attained  his  majority  he 
began  a mercantile  career  in  the  town  of 
Roxbury,  where  he  resided  until  1854.  Then 
selling  his  stock  and  store,  with  all  other 
property  in  Delaware  County,  he  came  to 
Cortland,  and  purchased  the  farm  that  is 


now  owned  by  Wickwire  Bros.,  which  he 
farmed  a short  time,  and  then  sold  and 
removed  to  the  village.  In  i860  he  bought  a 
fine  residence  on  Main  Street,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  nineteen  years  later.  He 
organized  the  First  National  Bank  of  Cort- 
land in  1863,  and  it  opened  its  banking  offices 
for  business  in  March,  1864,  with  Mr.  Keator 
as  its  president.  He  remained  president 
until  his  death,  June  25,  1879.  He  was  a 
Republican  of  the  stanchest  type,  but  never 
had  time  to  give  his  attention  to  politics. 
He  was  a Christian  gentleman  of  irreproach- 
able habits,  and  was  intensely  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  local  Presbyterian  Church. 
For  that  matter  all  beneficent  and  charitable 
organizations  of  the  town  received  his  un- 
equivocal and  unbiased  support.  If  once  his 
sympathies  were  enlisted  or  his  support 
pledged,  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  make 
him  change  his  position,  for  he  was  firm  and 
followed  a decision  when  once  fully  formu- 
lated. His  wife,  Betsey,  daughter  of  John 
and  Betty  (Taylor)  Moore,  of  Roxbury, 
N.  Y.,  departed  this  life  in  her  eightieth 
year.  The  following  children  were  born  to 
them:  Esther  (Porter);  Jane  (Newkirk) 

(Rogers);  Elizabeth  (Norris),  deceased ; Ed- 
ward, the  subject  of  this  biography ; and 
Mary  (Chadbourne). 

Edward  Keator  was  born  in  Delaware 
County,  and  was  educated  at  the  Quaker 
School  at  Union  Springs,  and  at  the  Clavrack 
Training  School  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  as  a printer  in 
the  office  of  the  Cortland  Democrat,  and 
from  there  advanced  to  a position  in  the 
bank  of  which  his  honored  father  was  the 
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president,  and  of  which  he  himself  is  now 
the  head.  In  1889  Mr.  Keator  was  united  in 
the  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Hattie  L. 
Jones,  daughter  of  James  Jones,  cashier  of 
the  Wyoming  Bank  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 
They  have  two  children:  Thomas  and  Oliver 
P.  The  family  are  attendants  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  of  Cortland.  Mr.  Keator  is 
prominent  in  political  circles,  and  is  a faithful 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party.  Socially, 
he  is  a member  of  the  local  Masonic  lodge. 
Our  subject  has  made  a splendid  record  as  a 
business  man  of  the  best  type,  and  is  ably 
upholding  the  reputation  for  uprightness  and 
fairness  in  dealing,  that  was  first  secured  by 
his  grandfather,  and  then  continued  by  our 
subject’s  immediate  ancestor. 


'I'j^jT'ORACE  HISCOCK,  whose  portrait 
r^j  we  present  on  the  opposite  page,  is 

-*-A  v. a worthy  representative  of  the 

brainy,  forceful  men  who  lead  in  their  depart- 
ments of  industry,  whose  silent  influence  for 
good  means  so  much  to  the  prosperity  and 
moral  welfare  of  the  land.  In  his  vocation, 
that  of  an  agriculturist,  he  is  a recognized 
leader,  whose  successful  methods  are  worthy 
of  emulation  and  study.  He  is  a son  of 
Richard  and  Cynthia  (Harris)  Hiscock,  and 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Pompey,  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  12,  1828. 

The  family  is  descended  from  a prominent 
family  of  Massachusetts.  His  grandfather, 
Richard  Hiscock,  was  born  near  Boston,  and 
served  for  a short  time  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  being  present  at  the  battles  of  Lexing- 


ton and  Bunker  Hill.  Subsequently  he 
moved  to  Vermont,  and  from  there  in  the 
pioneer  days  of  the  last  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century  settled  in  the  town  of  Pompey,  On- 
ondaga County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1840, 
aged  eighty-one  years.  He  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits  all  his  life,  and  found  them 
quite  profitable.  He  was  a quiet  sort  of  man, 
and  much  preferred  home  comforts  to  any- 
thing else  in  the  world.  He  was  a Democrat 
in  politics.  He  married  Sarah  Cody,  and 
reared  this  family  of  children : Cody,  de- 
ceased ; Joel,  deceased  ; Richard,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  deceased  ; Luther,  deceased  ; 
Alanson,  deceased  ; Polly  (King),  deceased  ; 
Mrs.  Van  Camp,  deceased  ; and  Mrs.  Messen- 
ger, deceased. 

Richard  Hiscock  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Pompey,  being  one  of  the  first  children  born 
there,  his  birth  occurring  in  1798.  He  spent 
all  the  active  years  of  his  life  in  his  native 
town,  but  died  in  the  town  of  Preble,  this 
county,  in  March,  1889,  having  resided  there 
with  his  son,  Horace,  the  eight  years  prior  to 
his  death.  His  whole  active  career  was  given 
over  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  He  was 
reserved  in  his  actions,  not  a man  who  liked 
to  talk,  but  he  was  a deep  thinker  and  a wise 
counsellor.  In  politics,  he  followed  the 
standard  of  the  Democratic  party  until  the 
late  war,  and  worked  with  the  Republican 
party  from  then  on,  commencing  with  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  and  often  served  as  a delegate 
at  party  conventions.  He  was  a consistent 
and  faithful  member  of  the  First  Presbyteri- 
an Church  of  Pompey,  and  held  the  office  of 
trustee  for  many  years.  He  married  Cynthia 
Harris,  daughter  of  Cyrus  Harris,  who  came 
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from  Stephentown,  Rensselaer  County,  to 
Preble,  Cortland  County,  where  he  perform- 
ed inestimable  service  for  his  town  as  an  en- 
ergetic, forceful  pioneer.  He  owned  a farm 
of  250  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the 
same  farm  which  our  subject  now  occupies. 
He  was  a stanch  whig,  and  attended  county 
and  state  conventions,  being  very  active  in 
politics  for  those  days.  He  married  Lucy 
Spring,  and  to  them  was  given  a family  of 
six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased  ; 
their  names  were : Cynthia,  Cyrus,  Lucy, 
Loretta,  Naoma,  and  Philander.  Four  sons 
composed  the  family  of  which  our  subject 
was  a member.  L.  Harris,  the  eldest,  now 
deceased,  adopted  the  legal  profession 
and  practiced  first  in  Tully,  and  then 
transferred  his  practice  to  Syracuse,  where 
he  died.  He  was  very  influential  in 
the  councils  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  served  his  county  as  Member  of  As- 
sembly, and  as  surrogate.  He  was  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  L.  H.  & F.  Hiscock,  a 
leading  law  firm  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  The 
second  son  was  Horace,  of  whom  more  here- 
after. Charles,  the  next  in  order  of  birth, 
now  lives  near  Syracuse,  where  he  is  engag- 
ed in  farming,  and  as  superintendent  of  the 
salt  works.  He  has  been  for  many  years  and 
is  now  the  supervisor  of  the  town  of  De 
Witt,  Onondaga  County,  as  also  he  was  of 
Lafayette  in  the  same  county.  Frank,  the 
youngest  son,  is  a resident  of  Syracuse,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  is  a prominent  attorney,  and 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Hiscock  & 
Doheny.  He  has  been  more  actively  engag- 
ed in  politics  than  any  of  his  brothers.  He 
filled  out  a very  successful  term  as  district 


attorney,  then  was  sent  from  his  district  to 
Congress,  where  he  represented  his  constitu- 
ents for  four  terms,  after  which  he  was  U.  S. 
Senator  for  six  years. 

Horace  Hiscock  lived  in  the  town  of 
Pompey  until  1868,  when  he  was  forty  years 
of  age.  He  received  an  excellent  education- 
al training  in  the  Pompey  Academy,  and 
then  followed  farming  in  Pompey.  From 
Pompey  he  moved  to  Jamesville,  near  the 
former  place,  and  was  interested  in  mercan- 
tile business  there  for  six  years.  He  then 
spent  six  more  years  in  Pittston,  Pa.,  mer- 
chandising, and  running  a general  store  for  a 
coal  company.  In  1880  he  located  on  a farm 
in  Preble,  in  Cortland  County,  the  farm 
known  as  the  “old  Harris  farm,”  formerly 
owned  by  Cyrus  Harris,  our  subject’s 
mother’s  father,  to  whom  reference  has 
already  been  made.  On  this  farm  Mr.  His- 
cock has  lived,  his  time  being  taken  up  with 
managing  his  farming  interests.  He  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  is  an  enthusiastic 
worker  still,  despite  his  years,  for  the  party 
of  his  choice.  In  previous  years  he  was  one 
of  the  foremost  men  of  his  party  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  He  was  a hard  worker, 
and  could  always  be  found  at  caucuses  and 
conventions,  attending  the  latter  as  a dele- 
gate. With  all  this  activity,  it  was  done  with 
no  hope  of  reward,  and  indeed  Mr.  Hiscock 
has  never  held  any  office  of  consequence. 
For  many  years  past  he  has  been  a deep 
student  of  political  and  social  economy,  and 
is  very  well  informed  in  that  branch  of  litera- 
ture, to  which  he  has  given  the  closest  atten- 
tion. He  is  also  a man  of  general  informa- 
tion. His  personal  characteristics  are  such 
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as  draw  friends,  for  he  is  quiet  and  unassum- 
ing in  manner,  pleasant  and  agreeable  in  his 
speech,  and  impresses  one  with  an  idea  of 
hidden  power.  There  are  few  men  in  whom 
greater  confidence  is  placed.  Mr.  Hiscock 
married  Kate  E.  Holbrook,  daughter  of 
Adolphus  Holbrook  of  Pompey,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  has  a slight  weakness  for 
verse-writing,  and  has  occasionally  indulged 
in  a few  rhymes  on  local  subjects,  which  have 
received  compliments  from  his  neighbors. 
They  have  been  published  in  the  neighboring 
newspapers  of  Syracuse  and  Cortland.  The 
first  of  the  two  following  poems  In  Memo- 
riam  appeared  in  the  Syracuse  Journal,  in 
the  spring  of  1892.  The  second,  entitled 
Tioughnioga , was  given  a place  in  the  semi- 
weekly edition  of  the  Cortland  Standard, 
June  19,  1896. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Pompey  Hill  Some  Fifty  Years  Ago. 


Yes,  fifty  years  or  more  have  passed, 

It  hardly  seems  that  it  could  be, 

Yet  time  I know  has  fled  so  fast — 

How  like  a dream  to  you  and  me  ! 

Then  I a little  lad  did  ride 

Up  to  the  “Hill”  from  far  below, 

That  steeple  tall  I first  descried, 

’Twas  more  than  fifty  years  ago. 

I’ve  heard  Horatio  Seymour  tell, 

And  he  was  there — of  course  ’twas  so — 
How  when  they  met  the  pews  to  sell, 

In  that  dear  church  so  long  ago, 

Instead  as  now,  we’d  have  a lunch  ; 

They  had  to  make  a lively  show, 

In  every  aisle  a.  pail  of  punch, 

Much  more  than  fifty  years  ago 

Oh  what  would  now  this  great  communion, 
Our  Presbyterian  brothers,  say  ? 


And  the  Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union 
Indeed  would  turn  in  sad  dismay. 

But  whisky  wasn’t  so  bad  by  odds, 

Our  pious  fathers  sure  would  know 
It  wouldn’t  “ kill  at  forty  rods,” 

So  long  as  fifty  years  ago. 

The  pews  in  spite  were  orthodox, 

So  high,  so  straight  up,  and  so  square  ; 

So  very  like  a dry  goods  box, 

Where  all  the  people  sat  for  prayer. 

The  seats  were  made  of  softest  pine, 

Nor  thoughts  of  cushions  then — oh  no  ; 

But  everything  did  seem  so  fine 
So  long  as  fifty  years  ago. 

Against  the  wall,  high  in  a cage, 

The  minister  o’erlooked  his  fold  ; 

His  voice  was  loud,  for  tender  age, 

Poor  child,  I thought  he  meant  to  scold  •— 

But  ere  the  storm  of  words  might  weaken, 

The  fifthlies,  sixthlies  soothed  me  so 
I slept  as  sweetly  as  the  deacon  — 

’Twas  more  than  fifty  years  ago. 

The  first  that  now  my  mind  recalls 
Were  Gridley,  Shaw,  and  Father  Rand, 

Of  those  that  stood  on  Zion’s  walls, 

And  ministered  unto  this  band  ; 

And  if  I think  of  all  that  came 

What  wonder  if  my  tears  might  flow — 

The  thought  of  every  face  and  name, 

That  crowd  of  fifty  years  ago. 

The  Woodfords,  Millers,  Conklins  came, 

The  Haydens,  Wells’s,  Birdseyes,  Gott, 

The  Wheatons,  Bakers,  Balls  I name, 

And  Porters,  Doolets,  on  the  spot. 

And  Sedgwicks  : Henry  and  Charles  B. 

And  Cuylers,  Butlers,  you  may  know, 

And  Woods,  ’twas  William,  Daniel  P. 

And  Beards  of  fifty  years  ago. 

Jeromes,  and  Marshes,  Dr.  Stearns, 

And  Northrups,  Chappels,  Gilletts,  Sloans, 
And  Butts’s,  Hiscocks,  Pratts  in  turn, 

And  Wescott,  Stebbins,  Smith  and  Jones, 

And  Beeches,  Seymours,  Sweets  and  Slosson, 
With  Bishop.  Hines,  the  list  may  grow, 

And  Hendricks,  Curtis,  Webbs  and  Dawson, 

And  more,  of  fifty  years  ago. 
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Through  ruts,  o’er  stones,  with  many  a lurch, 
Or  rising  snow-drifts  up  the  hill, 

Those  people  gathered  at  the  church. 

Like  Christians  born  of  earnest  will. 

The  boys  and  singers  sat  above, 

The  elder  people  sat  below. 

They  ate  their  lunch  around  the  stove 
At  noon  some  fifty  years  ago. 

’Twas  cake  and  cheese,  may  be  an  apple, 

That  strengthened  then  the  inner  man — 

For  with  two  sermons  they  must  grapple, 

In  early  days  such  was  the  plan. 

They  all  did  stay  through  morning  hour, 

To  hear  the  words  of  wisdom  flow, 

In  afternoon  the  same  with  power  ; 

’Twas  thus  some  fifty  years  ago. 

In  that  old  time  what  well  earned  joys  ! 

How  sturdy  labor  made  them  sweet — 

’Twas  thence  that  sprang  the  girls  and  boys 
The  problems  of  this  age  to  meet. 

Now  thinned  our  ranks — the  fathers,  mothers, 
No  more  their  places  here  shall  know, 

And  where  are  all  the  sisters,  brothers, 

Our  mates  of  fifty  years  ago? 

On  yonder  swelling  mountain  top, 

Where  first  the  early  light  is  born, 

And  marble  slabs  and  pillars  prop 
As  ’twere  the  rosy  arch  of  morn  ; 

And  a century  those  old  gray  stones 
Have  looked  on  all  the  vale  below, 

There  sleep  so  many  sainted  ones, — 

Our  friends  of  fifty  years  ago. 

And  more  are  scattered  o’er  the  land 
Where  water  runs  or  grass  may  grow, 

From  eastern  tide  to  western  strand  ; 

Perchance  to  Alaska’s  fields  of  snow, 

And  oft  who  went  with  prayer  and  benison 
Comes  back  in  solemn  cortege  slow, 

From  other  climes  a weary  denizen, 

To  the  home  of  fifty  years  ago. 

And  now,  with  mingled  smiles  and  tears, 

We  who  remain  look  o’er  the  past, 

While  all  like  waves  those  rolling  years 
Their  whitening  spray  have  o’er  us  cast 
No  other  age  hath  known  such  change 
As  this  our  little  life  doth  show  ; 

Such  growth  of  thought,  inventions  strange, — 
So  much  since  fifty  years  ago. 


TIOUGHNIOGA. 

Far  up  Mt.  Toppin’s  shingly  side, 

O’er  mossy  rocks  and  brakes  and  fern, 
And  ’neath  long  branches  swaying  wide 
Back  to  the  vale  again  I turn  ; 

Adown  the  dizzy  sloping  height 
And  far  away  beyond  the  plain, 

O’er  winding  stream  and  lakelet  bright, 
Mine  eyes  retrace  my  steps  again. 

’Tis  in  the  morn  of  springtime  bright 
And  vale  and  hill  are  waving  green 
And  dimmest  distance  bounds  the  sight 
Till  fades  in  blue  the  melting  scene  ; 

And  swimming  vision  knows  no  rest 
Except  against  the  arching  sky, 

Or  pauses  on  the  mountain  crest 
To  note  the  misty  clouds  go  by. 

’Tis  here  from  boyhood’s  days  I’ve  viewed 
Tioughnioga’s  stream  and  plain, 

The  rugged  path  o’er  rocks  pursued 
And  climbed  the  gentler  slopes  again; 
And  as  the  distance  far  I view, 

So  back  through  hazy  years  I dwell 
And  fain  recall  the  old  and  new 
Of  all  the  scenes  I’ve  loved  so  well. 

And  what  of  those  who  gave  the  name 
To  this  long  trail  of  vale  and  wood  ; 

Who  searched  the  glades  for  fleeing  game 
Or  pausing  by  their  campfires  stood  ; 

Who  careless  roved  so  wild  and  free 
Amid  the  mighty  monarch  shades. 

And  recked  not  that  those  shades  might  be 
But  mold’ring  shrouds  above  their  heads. 

For  now  they  sleep,  and  forest,  wood. 

And  fleetest  limb  alike  lie  low, 

And  not  one  brave  there  comes  to  brood 
Beside  Tioughnioga’s  flow  ; 

And  meadows  green  and  fields  of  corn 
And  gem  like  lakes  and  winding  stream 
Are  tranquil  as  the  summer  morn 
While  pensively  I pause  to  dream. 

I dream  of  boyhood’s  time — nay  more, 

My  thoughts  go  back  beyond  the  day 
Of  those  I knew  to  those  before. 

The  fathers  that  had  passed  away  ; 

The  tales  beside  ancestral  fires 

That  I have  heard  come  back  again, 
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While  in  the  group  the  aged  sires 
Recounted  all  their  toils  and  pain. 

O’er  rugged  roads  amid  the  wild, 

Through  summer’s  heat  or  winter’s  chill, 
Came  husband,  wife  and  baby  child. 

And  wandering  on  o’er  vale  and  hill 
Came  boy  and  girl,  the  oxen,  cart, 

And  weary  kine,  and  bleating  sheep, 

And  jaded  horse,  new  life  to  start 
In  cabin  home  by  waters  deep. 

Then  came  the  crash  and  rose  the  smoke 
Of  forests  falling  here  and  there, 

And  rang  the  axeman’s  sturdy  stroke 
Till  many  a field  lay  brown  and  bare, 

And  many  a low  but  cheery  cot 

Was  reared  along  the  opening  plain, 

And  many  a stubborn,  uncouth  plot 
Was  made  to  yield  its  store  of  grain. 

And  hamlets  grew,  and  household  fires 

Gleamed  through  the  shady  depths  of  night, 
And  circling  hearths  of  brawny  sires 
And  mothers  true  and  wee  ones  bright 
All  nestled  where  the  fleeing  wood 
Fell  back  to  let  the  sunlight  down, 

That  every  cot  might  rear  its  brood 
Of  children,  laughing,  ruddy,  brown. 

And  winter’s  eve,  with  sifting  snow 
And  howling  wolf  on  mountain  far, 

And  hooting  owl  and  moanings  low 
Of  tempest  shrouding  moon  and  star, 

Staid  not  the  hardy  pioneers 
Who  gathered  oft  in  hearty  glee 
And  had  for  night  or  cold  no  fears 

Where  hearts  were  warm  and  friendship  free. 

They  gathered  in  some  rough  hewn  pile 
Of  logs  and  clay  and  sticks  and  stone, 

With  festive  cheer  to  greet  the  while 

And  make  their  joys  and  sorrows  known. 
Huge,  blazing  logs  from  hearthstone  wide 
Flashed  gaily  o’er  the  grateful  scene, 

O’er  lad  and  lass  in  youthful  pride 
And  sturdy  sire  with  sober  mien. 

The  thrifty  houewife  plied  with  care 
Her  far-fetched  skill  of  those  old  days, 

And  baked  the  crispy  corncake  rare 
And  swung  the  sparerib  in  the  blaze 
E'en  faithful  dog  and  purring  cat 
Were  happy  in  that  fi relit  home, 

Where  hearty  cheer  and  merry  chat 
In  spite  of  chilling  blast  had  come. 


And  when  the  merry  round  was  done, 

The  meal  and  dance  and  rustic  play, 

The  storm  again  took  back  its  own 

Through  dreary  woods  to  fight  their  way  ; 
The  men  with  shirts  of  madder  red 

And  women  with  their  flannel  frocks  then 
All  jumped  aboard  the  old  wood  sled 
And  homeward  rode  behind  the  oxen. 

And  thus,  with  joys  and  hardships  blent, 
They  builded  well  for  future  years. 

And  toiled  right  on  with  hearts  content 
And  took  their  meed  with  hopes  and  fears. 
Their  work  is  done  ; upon  the  shore 
Beyond  the  mist-bound  river  turning, 

Say,  would  they  fain  look  back  once  more, 
Back  to  this  land  of  their  sojourning  ? 

But  sunken  mounds  and  mossy  stones 
Are  sole  reminders  of  the  past  ; 

A century's  forgotten  ones 

Lie  strown  like  leaves  before  the  blast, 

And  o’er  the  wide,  once  woody  vale, 

Behold  the  bustling  towns  arise, 

And,  sped  along  on  iron  rail. 

The  mighty  steam  horse  snorts  and  flies. 

Where  once,  high  in  its  whizzing  flight, 

For  death  the  feathered  arrow  wrought, 
There  speed  on  trembling  wires  all  bright, 
The  lightning-winged  shafts  of  thought. 
Thus,  fairest  landscape  that  I know, 

From  Toppin’s  rocks  do  I look  down  — 
Down  on  Tioughnioga's  flow, 

On  lake  and  wood  and  field  and  town. 


CEY  NILES,  a prominent  and  repre- 
sentative farmer  of  the  town  of 
Cortlandville,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Virgil,  Cortland  County,  October  7,  1827, 
and  was  a son  of  John  and  Lucinda  (Main) 
Niles,  and  grandson  of  John  Niles,  who  was 
a pioneer  settler  of  Tompkins  County.  This 
latter  gentleman,  John  Niles,  Sr.,  secured  a 
large  tract  of  land,  which  he  cleared  for 
the  most  part  and  improved  in  many  ways, 
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becoming  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  sec- 
tion, esteemed  for  his  hardihood,  industry 
and  upright  character.  His  son,  John  Niles, 
Jr.,  settled  in  the  town  of  Virgil,  and  cleared 
a farm  from  the  forest,  felling  the  trees  to 
build  him  a log  cabin,  and  burning  much  of 
the  felled  timber  to  render  the  work  of  clear- 
ing as  expeditious  as  possible  ; he  also  utilized 
a good  portion  of  the  wood  in  making  potash. 
This  farm  proved  very  fertile  and  has  be- 
come a very  fine  property,  being  owned  at 
the  present  time  by  W.  Calvert  and  Guy  C. 
Thompson.  Our  subject’s  father  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five,  while  Riley’s  mother,  who 
was  a daughter  of  Asa  Main,  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight.  In  the  parental 
family  were  four  children : Riley,  our  sub- 
ject; Electa  D.;  Lucinda  C.,  deceased;  and 
Wells. 

Riley  Niles  was  reared  as  a farmer,  and 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He 
started  out  in  life  with  good  habits  and  no 
distaste  for  honest  work,  so  while  still  a very 
young  man  he  had  accumulated  a sufficient 
store  to  enable  him  to  buy  a farm  in  Virgil, 
known  to-day  as  the  Morehead  place.  After 
making  many  improvements,  having  been 
very  successful  in  his  agricultural  operations, 
he  bought  another  farm  property  adjoining, 
which  he  subsequently  disposed  of  to  good 
advantage.  He  next  bought  in  the  town  of 
Cortland ville  the  Z.  Tanner  farm  of  1 1 8 
acres,  beautifully  located  near  South  Cort- 
land, where  he  has  since  been  located.  Mr. 
Niles  has  added  to  this  ten  acres,  and  also 
sold  a small  portion,  so  that  he  owns  about 
1 12  acres  at  the  present  time.  Naturally 
progressive  and  enterprising,  he  has,  when- 


ever the  opportunity  offered,  made  such  im- 
provements on  his  farm  as  have  resulted  in 
enhancing  its  value  to  a large  degree.  He 
has  set  out  a vast  quantity  ol  fruit  of  many 
varieties,  and  devotes  most  of  his  time  to 
sheep  raising  and  dairying. 

Mr.  Niles  married  Miss  Martha  Tanner, 
daughter  of  Zera  and  Lucy  (Chapman) 
Tanner.  Mr.  Tanner  was  born  near  Coop- 
erstown,  N.  Y.,  but  early  in  life  settled  on 
the  farm  now  operated  by  our  subject,  Mr. 
Niles,  where  he  carried  on  general  farming 
until  his  death  by  heart  failure,  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  His  wife  lived  to  be  ninety-one 
years  of  age.  They  had  seven  children, 
namely:  Louisa;  Martha;  Maria;  Julia; 

Amanda;  Zera,  Jr.;  Arvilla.  These  are  the 
ones  who  grew  to  maturity,  but  there  were 
still  two  others  in  the  family,  Mary  and 
Katherine,  who  died  in  their  youth.  Mr. 
Niles  has  four  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living  to-day.  Edgar  DeWitt  is  a graduate 
of  the  State  Normal  School  of  Cortland,  and 
teaches  school  at  McGrawville.  He  married 
Gertrude  Johnson,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Jessie,  having  lost  two,  Edna  and  Herbert. 
Millard  A.,  Mr.  Niles’  second  son,  is  a car- 
penter by  trade,  but  he  is  at  present  a coal 
dealer  and  mine  owner  of  Denver,  Colorado. 
He  married  Miss  Lettie  Fritts,  and  two  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  home,  Eugene  and 
Millard.  Ira  T.,  also  a resident  of  Denver, 
is  inspector  of  the  Demurrage  Bureau.  He 
married  Mayme  Brown.  The  fourth  child, 
Addie,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Niles  is  a zealous  Repub- 
lican, and  in  past  years  has  been  very  active 
in  local  politics.  He  is  a member  of  the 
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Congregational  Church,  and  has  brought  up 
his  family  in  that  faith.  In  whatever  has 
appeared  to  him  as  the  best  for  the  com- 
munity, that  has  he  striven  for,  with  the 
result  that  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  best 
citizens  in  the  town,  whose  influence  is 
invariably  cast  for  the  best  moral  and  intel- 
lectual influences. 

♦<*>-♦ 

ARAH  R.  STURTEVANT,  the 
respected  widow  of  the  late  James 
Watts  Sturtevant,  is  a resident  of 
Cortland,  who  occupies  an  enviable  place  in 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  all  who  know  her. 
Mrs.  Sturtevant,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  R.  Freer,  was  a daughter  of  John  A. 
and  Rachel  (De  Puy)  Freer,  and  wedded  her 
husband,  Mr.  Sturtevant,  Nov.  24,  1834. 

Mr.  Sturtevant  was  in  life  one  of  the  fore- 
most business  men  of  Cortland.  He  was 
known  far  and  wide  for  his  industry,  his 
probity,  and  his  extreme  usefulness  in  the 
community.  He  was  born  in  the  year  1811 
at  Sangerfield,  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  a son  of  James  Sturtevant,  a pro- 
gressive farmer,  who  passed  most  of  his  life 
in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  James  Watts, 
the  son,  was  of  a family  ol  nine  children, 
who  were  by  name:  Thomas  G. ; Justin; 
Orran;  Abigail;  Polly;  James  W.;  Willard; 
Betsey;  and  Demas.  James  Watts  Sturte- 
vant received  a good  common  school  educa- 
tion, and  his  first  business  venture  was  to 
start  a traveling  store,  selling  dry  goods, 
notions,  etc.,  from  a wagon.  He  did  very 


well  in  this  undertaking,  and  was  able  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  with  partners  to  open  a 
general  store  of  considerable  size  at  Homer. 
The  Arm  style  was  Sturtevant,  Stebbins  & 
Co.,  and  this  firm  was  somewhat  connected 
with  the  large  house  of  Kellogg  & Co.  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.;  in  1842  they  went  to  Auburn, 
where  they  coutinued  business  as  Sturtevant 
& Stebbins  for  three  years.  Mr.  Sturtevant 
then  sold  his  interest,  and  in  the  fall  of  1845 
he  repaired  to  Cortland,  where  he  entered 
into  co-partnership  with  E.  H.  Done!  under 
the  style  of  J.  W.  Sturtevant  and  Co.  They 
purchased  the  old  Pomeroy  stand,  and  there 
conducted  a most  successful  business  until 
1861.  The  firm  then  by  the  accession  of 
Emmett  A.  Fish  became  Sturtevant,  Doud 
& Co.,  and  as  such  attained  a wide  reputa- 
tion as  one  of  the  most  progressive  houses  in 
the  region.  Eight  years  the  firm  continued 
thus,  then  Mr.  C.  P.  Walrad  succeeded  to 
Mr.  Doud’s  interests,  and  the  name  was 
changed  to  Sturtevant,  Fish  & Co.  Mr. 
Sturtevant  finally  retired  in  1871,  and  made 
this  the  close  of  his  extremely  active,  and  at 
the  same  time  highly  remunerative  career. 

Mr.  Sturtevant  still  continued  to  be  a citi- 
zen of  the  most  useful  kind,  however,  and 
every  movement  for  the  legitimate  better- 
ment of  conditions  had  his  hearty  support. 
He  did  much  on  his  own  accord  to  improve 
and  beautify  his  chosen  town.  On  Tompkins 
Street  he  erected  the  handsome  residence  in 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  lives. 
In  this  undertaking  his  exceeding  care  for 
details  is  made  manifest.  Not  only  is  the 
home  fitted  with  every  modern  convenience, 
but  its  surroundings,  the  lawns,  trees, 
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flowers  and  all  were  personally  superin- 
tended and  arranged  by  him.  Mr.  Sturtevant 
was  suddenly  called  from  this  life  August  7, 
1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  The  imme- 
diate cause  of  his  demise  was  heart  failure. 
His  loss  was  most  keenly  felt,  not  only  by 
his  sorrowing  wife,  but  also  by  a vast  circle 
of  friends,  whom  his  genial  ways,  his  strict 
uprightness,  and  his  broad  and  liberal  man- 
ner of  viewing  the  affairs  of  life,  had  drawn 
to  him.  To  those  of  the  older  residents  who 
still  have  a distinct  remembrance  of  this 
prominent  citizen  of  Cortland  County,  whose 
position  in  the  business  circles  of  Cortland 
was  hardly  second  to  any,  Mr.  Sturtevant's 
portrait  on  a preceding  page  will  recall  still 
more  vividly  his  many  virtues  and  character- 
istic traits. 

Mrs.  Sturtevant,  as  has  been  stated  before, 
was  a daughter  of  John  A.  Freer.  He  came 
from  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1802,  and  on 
November  1st  located  at  Homer,  where  he 
was  among  the  earliest  pioneers.  He  cleared 
a large  farm,  and  by  his  wife,  Rachel 
De  Puy,  had  a family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  eight  became  adults.  The  latter  were: 
Maria;  Anthony;  Joseph  D.  (2);  Jane; 
Catherine  R. ; John  J. ; Sarah  R.  ; and 
Stephen  D.  Joseph  D.  (1)  and  Elias  died 
in  infancy.  John  A.  Freer  died  in  1826,  and 
his  wife  lived  until  1852.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sturtevant  but  one  child  came.  He  was 
named  James  Freer  Sturtevant,  and  many 
fond  hopes  were  built  up  in  him,  but  they 
were  shattered  by  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
four  years  and  three  months.  Mrs.  Sturtevant 
is  living  now  in  her  beautiful  home,  and  is 
devoting  most  of  her  time  to  caring  for 


others,  and  helping  the  needy.  She  keeps 
the  memory  of  her  husband  green,  and  does 
many  good  works  which  he,  were  he  only 
alive,  would  appreciate  and  approve  with 
all  the  warmth  of  his  nature. 


URRILL  GREENE.  Among  the 
prominent  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
of  the  town  of  Willet,  who  have 
been  very  successful  in  their  chosen  calling, 
and  have  built  up  large  estates  that  represent 
no  small  money  value,  is  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  whose  name  appears  above.  He 
was  born  on  January  26,  1820,  in  the  town  of 
Willet  on  the  Greene  homestead,  located  on 
the  Otselic  River.  His  parents  wrere  Benja- 
min T.  and  Hetty  (Wilson)  Greene. 

The  founders  of  the  Greene  family  in  this 
country,  it  is  said,  were  three  brothers,  who 
emigrated  from  England,  and  settled  in 
Rhode  Island.  One  of  these  was  John 
Greene,  from  whom  is  descended  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  through  Elisha  Greene,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  where  all  his  life  was 
spent.  His  son,  William  Greene,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  removed  to  the  town 
of  Willet,  this  county,  in  1809;  his  son,  Ben- 
jamin T.,  came  to  Willet  one  year  previous, 
in  1808.  He  was  an  old  man  when  he  came 
to  this  county,  and  only  lived  here  some 
eight  years,  when  death  overtook  him  in 
1817. 

Benjamin  T.  Greene  was  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  in  1782,  and  lived  there 
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until  1806,  when  he  removed  to  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  located  in  the  valley  of 
the  Susquehanna  River,  where  he  remained 
engaged  in  carpentering  until  1808,  when  he 
came  to  the  town  of  Willet,  and  located  on 
the  alluvial  lands  that  border  on  the  Otselic 
River.  This  locality  he  had  picked  out  for  a 
home  was  then  a comparative  wilderness, 
but  the  settlers  and  pioneers  of  that  day  had 
an  abiding  faith  in  the  future  of  the  country, 
and  saw  with  prophetic  eyes  the  glorious 
future.  He  was  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
selection  he  had  made,  and  made  the  home- 
stead his  residence  and  abiding-place  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  in  September, 
1853.  He  had  not  been  long  settled  on  the 
farm,  when  he  returned  to  Rhode  Island  and 
brought  back  with  him  his  father  and  his 
father’s  family.  He  was  one  of  the  following 
family  of  children:  Henry;  John;  Benjamin 
T.;  Stephen;  Elisha;  Thomas;  Joseph;  and 
Isabelle.  Benjamin  T.  Greene  was  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  affiliations,  and  served  in 
nearly  all  the  offices  of  the  town  of  Willet. 
He  married  Hetty  Wilson,  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  1764  in 
Westchester  County,  this  state,  and  emigrat- 
ed to  Oxford,  Chenango  County,  in  1804. 
Shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Wilson  moved  over 
into  the  town  of  Willet,  Cortland  County, 
and  became  a neighbor  of  our  subject’s 
father,  his  property  also  being  a river  farm. 
He  was  an  energetic,  enterprising  settler, 
and  it  was  not  many  years  before  he  had 
risen  to  a position  of  prominence  as  a suc- 
cessful business  man.  He  built  a saw  mill,  a 
grist  mill,  a potash  factory,  a distillery,  a 

store,  and  a hotel ; by  reason  of  his  position 
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at  the  head  of  these  varied  industries  he  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  settlement  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  to  the  development  of  the  natural 
resources.  He  died  August  20.  1839.  His 
wife  was  Phoebe  Merritt.  His  daughter, 
Hetty,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
January  21,  1786,  and  married  Benjamin  T. 
Greene,  October  r 7,  1817.  The  children  born 
of  this  union  were  : Harriet,  born  August  23, 
1818,  who  is  still  living,  the  relict  of  Peter 
Eaton,  Jr.,  deceased;  Burrill,  our  subject; 
Giles,  born  March  13,  1822,  and  died  January 
9,  1898,  was  a large  farmer  of  Whiteside 
County,  111.,  owning  about  one  thousand 
acres;  Orville,  born  March  25,  1825,  died 
September  14,  1827;  and  B.  Wilson,  born 
May  7,  1828,  a prosperous  and  well-to-do  far- 
mer of  the  town  of  Willet. 

Burrill  Greene  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  finished  what  was  consider- 
ed a fair  education  for  the  day  by  pursuing  a 
course  of  studies  in  Oxford  Academy  to  com- 
pletion. He  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the 
carpenter  trade,  and  then  followed  it  as  a 
journeyman  for  about  twelve  years.  Upon 
his  father’s  decease,  he  came  into  possession 
of  his  share  of  the  estate,  212  acres  out  of  the 
original  tract  of  800  acres.  Since  then  he 
has  added  to  his  landed  interests  until  he 
now  owns  360  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Willet.  Since  he  came  into  his  share  of  the 
estate,  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  in 
stock-raising.  He  is  a man  of  high  honor 
and  integrity,  and  enjoys  the  highest  esteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Greene  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  Rosilla  Babcock,  whom  he  married 
March  22,  1855,  died  July  7,  1S60,  leaving 
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three  children,  namely:  Leetta  R.;  B.  Jeffer- 
son; and  Harriet  R.  The  latter  became  the 
wife  of  William  Leach,  and  has  borne  him  one 
son,  Frank  G.,  born  Apil  io,  1888.  Mr. 
Leach  is  a dealer  in  meats  in  the  village  of 
Cortland,  this  county.  Burrill  Greene  mar- 
ried as  his  second  wile  Phoebe  E.  Greene  on 
March  4,  1867;  she  died  November  13,  1884. 
Mr.  Greene  has  always  taken  a hearty  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  held  nearly  all  the  offices  within  the 
gift  of  his  townspeople. 


-r^VT^RS.  CORA  M.  SHEVALIER, 
F I f widow  of  the  late  Depew  P.  Shev- 

e*  V ^ alier  of  the  town  of  Virgil,  this 

county,  is  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of 
Messengerville,  and  as  a lady  of  the  noblest 
womanly  qualities,  enjoys  the  deepest  respect 
of  many  associates  and  friends. 

Her  father,  Charles  T.  Shaft,  who  now 
lives  with  her,  having  retired  from  active 
business  life  in  1892,  was  born  in  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  29,  1819,  and  was  a 
son  of  Richard  and  Jane  (Dickinson)  Shaft. 
Richard  Shaft  was  born  in  Herkimer  County, 
and  was  a son  of  Richard  Shaft,  Sr.,  who  was 
a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  who,  it  is 
said,  cared  for  Gen.  George  Washington’s 
horse.  Richard  Shaft,  Jr.,  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  resorted  to  farming  as  a means 
for  securing  an  independent  livelihood.  His 
last  years  were  spent  in  Pulaski,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  his  death  took  place  when  he  was  far 
advanced  in  years.  His  children  were  named 
as  follows  : William;  Harvey;  David  ; Rich- 


ard ; Eliza;  Sophia;  Melinda;  Charles  T.- 
and  three  who  died  when  infants.  Charles 
T.  Shaft  early  in  life  learned  the  useful  trades 
of  a mason  and  carpenter,  and  for  twenty-five 
years  followed  these  vocations  in  Marathon, 
Virgil  and  Cortland,  in  which  period  he 
erected  many  a dwelling-house  and  barn,  that 
testify  to  his  conscientious  and  painstaking 
work.  Whenever  any  structural  work  of  a 
difficult  or  particular  nature  was  to  be  done, 
Mr.  Shaft  was  always  looked  to  for  his  valu- 
able advice  and  assistance.  As  the  laborer 
is  always  worthy  of  his  hire,  so  it  was  that 
Mr.  Shaft  commanded  a very  remunerative 
price  for  his  work,  and  reared  his  family 
well,  providing  them  with  all  the  necessaries 
as  well  as  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  When 
the  flames  of  rebellion  alarmed  the  North, 
Mr.  Shaft  did  not  at  first  enlist,  not  from  any 
unpatriotic  feelings,  but  because  he  thought 
the  war  would  be  short,  and  that  the  country 
would  not  need  the  services  of  men  who,  like 
himself,  had  about  passed  the  prime  of  life, 
and  did  not  possess  the  youthful  vigor  neces- 
sary for  one  who  follows  a soldier’s  life.  It 
soon  became  apparent,  however,  that  the 
nation  needed  all  its  citizens  to  put  down  the 
rebellion,  and  so  Mr.  Shaft  offered  his  services, 
which  were  accepted,  and  he  entered  the 
army  in  1863  as  a member  of  the  24th  Reg. 
N.  Y.  Vol.  Cav.  From  then  to  the  close  of 
the  Avar  he  served  earnestly  and  faithfully, 
and  filled  out  the  record  of  the  Shaft  family, 
— three  generations,  son,  father  and  grand- 
father, in  three  Avars,  the  Revolution,  War  of 
1812,  and  the  late  Rebellion.  As  might  be 
readily  imagined,  Mr.  Shaft  has  also  been 
mindful  to  his  duties  to  the  nation  in  civil 
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life,  and  has  served  in  a number  of  the  town- 
ship offices,  besides  exercising  his  right  of 
suffrage  in  support  of  his  party  at  every 
legitimate  opportunity.  He  married  Miss 
Juliet  E.  Hotchkiss,  daughter  of  Ishmael 
Hotchkiss  of  Greene,  Chenango  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  to  them  these  children  were  given: 
Ella;  Charles,  who  is  now  deceased;  Cora 
M.,  the  subject  of  this  brief  biography ; 
Frank;  and  Etta.  Mrs.  Shaft  departed  this 
life  on  May  20,  1893,  when  aged  sixty-six 
years. 

Depew  P.  Shevalier  was  born  in  the  house 
where  his  widow  now  resides,  October  10, 
1844,  and  was  a son  of  John  Shevalier,  who 
was  one  of  the  early  farmers  of  the  town  of 
Virgil,  and  very  prosperous  and  well-to-do  in 
his  day.  After  finishing  the  course  of  stud- 
ies required  at  the  district  school,  and  having 
received  in  addition  to  such  education  an  ac- 
ademical training,  Depew  P.  taught  school  a 
number  of  years,  and  then  returned  to  the 
paternal  homestead,  of  which  he  assumed 
charge.  He  cared  for  his  parents  with  the 
most  touching  filial  devotion,  and  fulfilled  to 
the  letter  that  blessed  commandment  with  a 
promise,  to  “ honor  thy  father  and  mother, 
that  thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land.”  He 
finally  bought  the  homestead,  after  the  deaths 
of  his  father  and  mother,  and  carried  on 
farming  with  very  successful  results.  He 
farmed  his  property  on  the  best  lines,  and 
according  to  the  most  approved  methods  in 
vogue  in  his  time,  easily  earning  and  retain- 
ing the  reputation  of  a model  farmer.  His 
was  a sympathetic,  affectionate  nature,  and 
his  friends  were  legion,  and  were  to  be  found 
on  every  side.  Nothing  but  good  was  ever 


related  of  him,  and  his  name  will  never  be 
forgotten  so  long  as  the  remembrance  of  his 
many  acts  of  kindness  and  regard  still  contin- 
ues. In  his  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and 
as  justice  of  the  peace  he  continued  to  serve 
for  sixteen  years,  his  death  finally  completing 
the  term.  He  was  also  constable  many  years, 
and  did  valuable  service  on  the  county  com- 
mittee. He  was  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  had  taken  a number  of  degrees 
in  the  local  lodge  of  the  F.  and  A.  M.  His 
death  occurred  December  5,  1894,  the  imme- 
diate cause  being  a severe  attack  of  typhoid 
fever,  which  sapped  and  undermined  his  con- 
stitution, and  laid  him  low  in  the  grave.  He 
was  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Cora  M. 
Shevalier,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  one 
daughter,  Ella  A.,  who  was  born  January  27, 
1880,  who  is  at  this  writing  living  with  her 
mother  and  attending  school. 


AMUEL  DAVIS  HAMMOND  of 
the  town  of  Marathon  is  engaged 
in  following  agricultural  pursuits 
on  a portion  of  the  homestead,  where  his 
birth  took  place,  July  4,  1858.  His  parents 
were  Samuel  and  Lucy  Ann  (Stanley)  Ham- 
mond. He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  ob- 
tained a good,  practical,  common  school  edu- 
cation. He  naturally  adopted  farming  as  his 
occupation,  as  his  forefathers  before  him  for 
many  generations  back  had  been  tillers  of  the 
soil;  he  located  on  a part  of  the  homestead, 
and  is  still  living  on  his  share  of  the  ancestral 
estate,  some  130  acres  in  all.  He  is  an  active 
Republican  in  politics,  and  is  at  present  a 
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member  of  the  county  committee.  He  has 
served  as  a constable,  but  prefers  not  to  hold 
office.  He  is  a member  of  the  Marathon 
Grange,  No.  455,  and  has  been  its  master  for 
three  years.  On  December  22,  1880,  his 
nuptials  with  Miss  Sarah  Bryant,  daughter 
of  Lewis  Bryant  of  Cortland  County,  were 
celebrated.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  child,  Clarence  S.,  born  January  1, 
1898. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  a family  that  ranks 
with  the  oldest  and  most  substantial  families 
of  Cortland  County.  Deacon  John  Ham- 
mond, the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  found- 
ed the  family  in  this  county.  He  came  to 
the  town  of  Marathon  from  Long  Island,  N. 
Y.,  early  in  the  present  century,  with  the 
idea  in  view  of  bettering  his  fortune  ; he  lo- 
cated some  two  miles  from  the  present  vil- 
lage, and  cleared  himself  a large  farm  out  of 
the  wide-extending  forests  that  then  covered 
this  section  of  country.  After  clearing  his 
farm,  and  after  becoming  fairly  settled,  he 
engaged  industriously  in  farming,  and  was 
occupied  thus  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  a man  of  strict  integrity  and  intense  re- 
ligious zeal.  He  was  a pioneer  Baptist  in 
the  town  of  Marathon,  and  his  title  of  deacon 
was  won  through  his  great  activity  in  the 
church,  and  through  the  influence  he  wielded 
for  good.  He  married  Phoebe  Davis,  and 
had  a family  of  thirteen  children,  among 
whom  was  Samuel  Hammond,  the  father  of 
our  subject. 

Samuel  Hammond  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  1814,  and  lived  there  until  his 
death  in  1893,  being  engaged  in  farming,  ex- 
clusively. He  was  originally  an  old  line 


Whig,  but  became  a Republican  upon  the 
organization  of  the  latter  party  in  1856,  and 
ever  afterwards  was  a stanch  adherent  of  the 
party  of  Lincoln,  Grant  and  Garfield.  He 
was  a very  intelligent,  well-read  man,  with 
pronounced  views  on  many  subjects;  in  local 
affairs  he  took  a lively  interest,  and  for  twen- 
ty-six years  was  the  assessor  of  his  town. 
He  married  Luc)'  Ann  Stanley,  who  bore 
him  five  children,  as  follows:  Ballard,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve  ; Clark  S.;  Bradley 
J.,  who  was  called  home  at  the  age  of  ten 
years ; John  Harris;  and  Samuel  Davis. 
Clark  S.  Hammond  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead in  the  town  of  Marathon,  February  7, 
1853,  received  a common  school  education, 
and  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming. 
Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent filling  out  his  fourth  year  as  assessor  of 
the  town.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  he  takes 
an  intelligent  and  abiding  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  is  considered  very  influential.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Marathon  Grange,  No. 
455.  He  married  Mary  E.  Hurd,  a daughter 
of  George  Hurd  of  Whitney’s  Point,  and  has 
two  children,  namely:  Nellie  and  Georgia. 
John  Harris  Hammond  is  now  a substantial 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Marathon ; he  was 
born  on  the  homestead,  October  24,  1856, 
and  obtained  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  Wells  Academy  of  Marathon. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  remained 
there  at  work  until  he  became  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  when  he  accepted  a position  in 
a drug  store,  which  employment  continued 
for  about  seven  years.  He  then  purchased  for 
himself  a farm  about  two  miles  north  of  the 
village  of  Marathon,  where  he  has  followed 
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agricultural  pursuits  to  the  present  time. 
He  is  a Republican,  as  are  all  the  family,  and 
is  at  present  a supervisor  of  the  town  of 
Marathon.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  in  which  he  holds  the  office 
of  ruling  elder ; he  has  represented  the 
church  in  both  Presbytery  and  Synod.  He 
was  married  on  December  12,  1877,  t°  Ada 
Baker,  a daughter  of  Aden  Baker  of  Me- 
Grawville,  this  county,  and  to  this  union 
there  have  been  born  two  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Anna  L.,  born  December  27,  1880;  and 
Willis,  born  July  17,  1886. 


Yf^\EV.  JOHN  J.  McGUINNESS,  A.  B., 
I M.  A.,  the  genial  rector  of  St.  Pat- 

-*-5  V.,^  rick’s  Church  of  Truxton,  N.  Y.,  is 
a son  of  James  and  Mary  (Newman)  Mc- 
Guinness.  He  was  born  in  Norwich,  Che- 
nango County,  N.  Y.,  July  4,  i860.  He  is  a 
man  of  superior  education,  blessed  with  a 
liberal  and  generous  disposition,  and  en- 
dowed with  a pleasant  and  agreeable  man- 
ner. He  attended  St.  John’s  College,  Ford- 
ham,  New  York  City,  where  he  graduated  in 
1883  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  took  a 
post-graduate  course  the  following  year  and 
received  the  degree  of  M.  A.,  after  which  he 
entered  St.  Joseph’s  Theological  Seminary 
at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he  completed  his  theo- 
logical course  in  1887,  being  ordained  to  the 
priesthood  at  the  same  time.  He  became 
assistant  rector  of  St.  John’s  Church  at  Uti- 
ca, N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
From  there  he  went  to  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Oswego,  N.  Y.,  as  assistant  rector,  and  in 
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1894  he  became  connected  with  his  present 
parish.  He  has  ever  exhibited  the  genuine- 
ness of  religious  experience  and  true  Chris- 
tian life.  He  is  an  untiring  worker  ; a man  of 
pleasing  address  ; generous  and  liberal  in  his 
sentiments;  and  positive  in  his  convictions 
and  in  the  expression  of  his  views. 


Y^)UCIUS  P.  HOLLENBECK,  a leading 
I JT  member  of  the  Cortland  County  bar, 
an  excellent  likeness  of  whom  ap- 
pears on  the  opposite  page,  was  born  in 
Tully,  N.  Y.,  October  2,  1837.  He  is  a son 
of  Casper  Hollenbeck,  and  grandson  of  Abra- 
ham Hollenbeck,  who  came  from  Albany 
County  and  settled  in  Tully  as  one  of  that 
town’s  pioneers.  Abraham  lived  to  be  about 
fifty  years  old,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a Mary 
Van  Buskirk,  attained  about  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years.  Their  family  consisted  of  these 
children:  John;  Aaron;  Isaac;  Casper;  Ev- 
aline  (Merchant);  Leah  (Wilcox);  Hannah 
(Craig);  and  Philura  (Large). 

Casper  Hollenbeck  was  born  in  Albany 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1811,  and  was  four  years 
of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to  Tully, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  married  Harriet 
Brown,  daughter  of  A.  and  Abigail  (Goodell) 
Brown,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  a 
famil)-  of  eight : Lucius  Phidelio,  our  sub- 
ject; Lydia,  who  died  young;  Ann  (Breed); 
Lucy  J.  (Isbell) ; Mary  A.;  Esther  M.  (Hop- 
kins) ; Ida  (Smith) ; and  Benjamin  F.  In 
1838,  Casper  Hollenbeck  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  the  town  of  Cuyler,  Cortland  Coun- 
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ty.  His  first  piece  of  land  was  a plot  of  one 
hundred  acres  in  area,  about  a half  acre  of 
which  was  cleared ; thereon  he  built  a log 
house,  living  on  that  property  until  1884. 
He  added,  from  time  to  time,  acre  after  acre, 
until  he  became  the  well-to-do  proprietor  of 
a large  farm,  well  cleared,  excellently  im- 
proved, and  productive  of  gratifying  results 
in  response  to  careful  farming.  Casper  Hol- 
lenbeck was  a larmer  ol  the  best  type,  a self- 
made  man,  and  thorough  and  independent  in 
all  his  undertakings.  His  sterling  qualities 
secured  for  him  the  esteem  and  respect  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends,  and  made  his  name  an 
honored  one  in  his  locality.  He  was  a Whig 
originally  in  his  politics,  and  on  the  final  dis- 
solution of  that  party  he  became  one  of  the 
stanchest  adherents  of  the  Republican  organ- 
ization. He  and  his  wife  both  favored  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  brought  up  their  children 
to  reverence  its  doctrines  and  to  walk  ac- 
cording to  its  teachings.  Casper  Hollenbeck 
died  April  12,  1891,  aged  eighty  years  and 
twelve  days,  while  his  wife  attained  the  age 
of  seventy-four  years.  Mr.  Hollenbeck’s 
maternal  grandmother,  Abigail  Northway, 
lived  to  be  ninety-nine  years,  eight  months 
and  twelve  days  old,  dying  February  12, 
1885. 

Lucius  P.  Hollenbeck,  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  spent  his  days  with  his 
father  on  the  farm.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  district  schools  and  in  De  Ruy- 
ter  Academy.  Through  the  winter  of  i860 
he  taught  school,  and  lor  every  succeeding 
winter  until  1872  he  followed  the  profession 
of  a pedagogue,  spending  his  summers  assist- 
ing his  father  on  the  farm.  He  studied  law 


under  Judge  Crandall  of  Cortland,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  November  13,  1873.  He 
opened  an  office  in  the  village  of  Cortland  in 
January,  1874,  and  entered  upon  a successful 
practice  of  law,  devoting  his  whole  time  and 
attention  to  legal  work.  During  the  first 
years  in  the  profession  he  built  up  a large 
general  practice,  and  had  many  cases  in  the 
superior  court,  but  on  account  of  poor  health 
fora  number  of  years  past  he  has  been  forced 
to  confine  himself  to  office  work ; his  labors 
in  the  interest  of  pensioners  bringing  him 
especially  into  public  notice.  In  probity  and 
integrity  and  soundness  of  opinion  and  judg- 
ment, he  is  second  to  none,  and  is  estimated 
accordingly  in  the  community  where  he  re- 
sides. He  has  been  largely  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  permanent  interests  of  Cort- 
land, and  in  maintaining  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence of  all  that  is  best  in  the  county. 


(^Tr'UGUSTUS  W.  KINGSBURY  is  jus- 
w tice  of  the  peace  and  a well  known 
V _ citizen  of  Homer  village.  His  life 
has  been  a long  one,  and  it  is  filled  with  a 
record  of  labors  well  done.  Whether  his 
duties  led  him  to  farming  pursuits,  to  the 
shouldering  of  his  musket  and  offering  his  life 
in  his  country’s  cause,  or  to  the  performance 
of  his  functions  of  a magistrate,  all  branches 
of  service  have  received  his  attention,  and 
have  been  carried  out  with  a fidelity  which 
has  borne  to  him  the  merited  good  will  of 
his  fellow-men. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  was  born  in  Homer, 
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November  30,  1824.  He  is  a son  of  William 
Kingsbury,  Jr.,  grandson  of  William  Kings- 
bury, and  great-grandson  of  Ephraim  Kings- 
bury. The  latter  was  born  March  17,  1740, 
in  Coventry,  Tolland  County,  Conn.,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  there  engaged  in  farming. 
He  married  Phoebe  French,  who  was  born 
October  5,  1741,  and  died  May  25,  1828. 
Ephraim  Kingsbury’s  life  came  to  its  close 
March  20,  1826.  He  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  after  General  Washington  became 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  was  directing  the 
operations  in  Eastern  Massachusetts,  that 
ied  to  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  Brit- 
ish, Ephraim  Kingsbury  took  his  son  on 
horseback  with  him  to  Boston,  where  they 
saw  George  Washington.  He  reared  the 
following  family : Andrew,  who  was  born 
April  24,  1759,  and  died  October  7,  1837,  and 
who  married  Polly  Osborne,  who  was  born 
in  1763  and  died  in  1847;  Oliver,  who  was 
born  June  13,  1761,  died  in  the  Revolutionary 
Army  of  small-pox  in  December,  1781  ; Wil- 
liam, the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
was  born  February  9,  1764,  in  Coventry, 
Conn.,  and  who  died  March  10,  1849; 
Phoebe,  who  was  born  March  22,  1766,  and 
died  July  18,  1800;  Jabez,  who  was  born 
October  22,  1769,  and  died  October  15,  1854, 
and  who  married  Freelove  Utley,  who  was 
born  in  1771,  and  died  in  1823  ; Ephraim,  Jr., 
who  was  born  June  18,  1775,  and  died  in 
1855- 

William  Kingsbury,  grandfather  of  Augus- 
tus W.,  was  born,  as  already  noted,  in  Coven- 
try, Tolland  County,  Conn.,  where  he  spent 
his  life  until  1 830,  when  he  came  to  Homer,  N. 
Y.,  whither  two  of  his  sons  had  preceded  him 
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in  1820.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a tanner  and 
shoemaker  by  trade,  but  after  settling  in 
Homer,  he  followed  farming  as  a means  of 
securing  a livelihood,  and  laying  up  a compe- 
tence. He  married  Abigail  Richardson,  who 
was  born  in  1770,  and  died  in  1826.  They 
reared  these  children  : Eleazer,  who  was 
born  November  25,  1788,  and  died  in  1873; 
William,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Erastus, 
who  was  born  December  23,  1792,  and  who 
died  in  1810;  Augustus,  who  was  born  in 
1796,  and  who  died  in  1872;  Charles,  who 
was  born  in  1802,  and  lived  until  1887. 

William  Kingsbury  was  born  in  Coventry, 
Conn.,  August  27,  1790,  and  died  in  Homer, 
N.  Y.,  September  1,  1867.  As  a scion  of  a 
patriotic  and  loyal  family,  we  are  not  sur- 
prised to  find  that  he  volunteered  his  services 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  saw  considerable 
fighting.  He  was  reared  and  trained  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  as  a young  man  he 
took  up  the  trade  of  tanning,  in  which  he 
was  very  proficient,  and  which  he  followed 
all  the  remainder  of  his  life.  With  his 
brother  Eleazer,  he  came  to  Homer,  Cort- 
land County,  in  1820,  and  set  up  a tanning 
business,  which  for  a number  of  years  was 
conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Kingsbury 
Bros.  Eleazer  finally  dropped  his  connection 
with  the  tanning  establishment,  and  purchas- 
ed a farm,  where  he  devoted  all  of  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  operations.  Our  sub- 
ject’s father,  however,  continued  the  tanning 
business,  and  also  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  boots  and  shoes.  He  married  Hilpah 
Winchell,  who  lived  to  attain  the  same  age 
as  her  husband,  both  dying  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven.  Two  sons  were  born  to  them: 
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Augustus  W.,  our  subject ; and  Henry  C.,  an 
attorney  of  W estfield,  N.  Y. 

Augustus  W.  Kingsbury  attended  the 
Homer  schools  during  boyhood’s  years,  and 
as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  was  initiated 
into  the  secrets  of  the  tanning  industry  by 
his  father,  and  followed  that  trade  until  1859. 
In  those  days  this  was  an  industry  of  the  first 
importance  all  through  Central  New  York, 
for  the  necessary  bark  was  at  hand,  and  the 
pasture  lands  furnished  the  best  of  hides  and 
skins.  At  his  country’s  call  in  1862,  he  put 
on  the  blue  uniform  and  went  to  the  front 
with  his  soldier-comrades.  He  had  enlisted 
as  a private  in  the  157th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf., 
and  with  that  organization  he  remained  the 
whole  war  through.  He  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  and  was  one  of  the  men  who 
passed  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  that 
noble  army.  In  1863,  he  received  a commis- 
sion as  quartermaster  of  his  regiment,  signed 
by  Gov.  Horatio  Seymour.  After  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg  had  been  fought,  he  went  on 
south,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  army 
until  after  Lee’s  surrender,  and  the  practical 
close  of  the  war  in  1865.  He  then  resigned 
his  commission  at  Georgetown,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  started  home.  He  was  engaged  in 
various  pursuits  of  peace  in  Homer,  until 
Gen.  Grant,  Avho  had  been  elected  to  the 
Presidency,  appointed  him  to  the  postmaster- 
ship of  Homer.  This  office  he  held  for  the 
usual  term,  filling  it  most  acceptably  both  to 
his  superiors  and  to  the  patrons  of  the  office 
at  large.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  in  1887,  and  has  received  three  succes- 
sive elections,  and  is  acting  in  that  capacity 
at  this  date.  He  is  very  active  both  socially 


and  fraternally,  being  a member  of  Homer 
Lodge,  No.  352,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  also  of  the 
Union  Veteran  Legion. 

In  1852  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  united  in  the 
bonds  of  matrimony  with  Miss  Mary  Fish. 
She  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
eight,  leaving  her  sorrowing  husband  and  a 
son  and  daughter:  William  H.,  who  died  in 
1878;  and  Frances  J. 


■t^TOWARD  W.  KEENEY,  a success- 
r^j  ful  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Cuyler, 

-®-2>  V is  a son  of  John  A.  and  Lois 

(Whitmarsh)  Keeney,  and  was  born  in  Cuy- 
ler township,  this  county,  June  13,  1857. 

His  great-grandfather,  Deacon  Simon 
Keeney,  in  1795  moved  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut  to  Central  New  York  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Fabius,  Onondaga 
County.  He  was  the  founder  of  what  is 
now  known  as  Keeney’s  Settlement.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Fabius. 

Grandfather  John  Keeney  was  born  in 
1797  in  the  town  of  Fabius,  where  he  spent 
his  life  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in 
July,  1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and 
was  noted  for  his  hospitality.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Ann  Conable,  who  died 
August  31,  1862.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters. 
John  Keeney  was  a man  of  good  character,  and 
was  esteemed  as  an  honest,  upright  citizen. 

John  A.  Keeney,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Keeney’s  Settlement,  May  16,  1820, 
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and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  tilling 
the  soil.  February  28,  1844,  he  married  Lois 
Whitmarsh,  who  was  born  in  Cuyler,  March 
18,  1819.  Shortly  after  his  marriage,  he 
moved  to  the  town  of  Cuyler,  where  he  lived 
until  1862,  and  where  all  his  children  were 
born.  He  then  returned  to  his  native  town 
and  retired  from  active  life  in  1876.  In  con- 
nection with  farming  he  dealt  extensively  in 
live  stock,  butter  and  cheese.  Politically,  he 
was  a Republican.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  held  several  posi- 
tions of  prominence.  He  was  the  father  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter,  as  follows : 
Oscar  J.,  born  April  6,  1846,  died  in  1849; 
George  A.,  born  January  12,  1849,  married 
Esther  Pope,  and  now  resides  in  Elizabeth, 
New  Jersey,  where  he  is  manager  of  the 
Lubricating  Department  of  the  Tide  Water 
Oil  Company ; Mary  E.,  born  March  24, 
1851,  is  the  wile  of  James  H.  Andrews,  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Andrews  is 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business ; Howard 
W.,  who  heads  this  personal  sketch  ; and  Dr. 
John  H.  of  Oswego,  who  was  born  August 
10,  1859,  and  received  his  education  in 

Batavia  and  the  Homeopathic  College  of 
New  York  City. 

Howard  W.  Keeney  received  a common 
school  education,  which  was  continued  at 
Cazenovia  Seminary  and  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  this  county.  In  1879,  he  went  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  where  he  taught  for 
some  time  ; returning,  he  engaged  in  farming 
in  Cuyler  township  and  has  remained  there 
ever  since.  He  operates  a farm  of  three 
hundred  acres,  and  has  it  stocked  with  fifty 
head  of  fine  milch  cows. 


February  3,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Alice  E.  Brown  of  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Benja- 
min A.  and  Mabyn  A.  Politically,  he  is  a 
strong  Republican,  but  does  not  aspire  to 
office.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Cuyler  and  is  a steward  and 
trustee  of  the  church. 


ILLIAM  H.  CLARK  of  Cortland, 
the  popular  train  dispatcher  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.,  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  9,  1858.  He  is  a 
son  of  Harvey  and  Cecelia  Clark,  and  grand- 
son of  Isaiah  Clark. 

Isaiah  Clark  was  born  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  lived  there  all  his  life,  being  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  He  was  the  fath- 
er of  eight  children,  five  boys  and  three  girls, 
one  of  the  boys  being  Harvey,  the  father  of 
our  subject.  Mr.  Clark  sided  with  the  Re- 
publicans in  politics.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Harvey  Clark  was  born  February  12,  1832, 
in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  After  attend- 
ing the  public  schools  there,  he  engaged  in 
the  railroad  business,  and  has  been  connected 
with  it  ever  since.  For  a while  he  ran  a sta- 
tionary engine  for  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.,  but 
now  holds  the  responsible  position  of  watch- 
man in  the  car  shops  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  In 
politics  he  is  a strong  Republican.  He  is  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Syracuse.  He  has  reared  two  children, — 
William  H.  and  Bertha. 

William  H.  Clark  attended  the  public 
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schools  in  his  native  town,  after  which  he 
entered  the  railroad  business.  Beginning  as 
telegraph  operator,  he  gradually  worked  up 
until  he  now  occupies  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  train  dispatcher.  He  began  as  oper- 
ator, and  filled  that  position  on  the  D.,  L.  & 
W.  R.  R.,  West  Shore  R.  R.,  and  other  roads. 
He  has  been  train  dispatcher  for  various 
roads  for  fifteen  years,  and  now  acts  in  that 
capacity  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.,  at 
Cortland,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage,  January 
24,  1878,  with  Flora  E.  Lansing,  daughter  of 
Col.  William  Lansing  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Their  happy  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children,— Goldie  and  Jessie. 
Since  their  residence  in  the  village  of  Cort- 
land, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  made  many 
warm  friends,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  them.  In  his  political  belief  our 
subject  is  a Republican.  His  portrait  is 
shown  on  a previous  page. 


/ ^ EORGE  N.  COPELAND  is  a retired 
merchant,  banker  and  capitalist  of 
Homer,  Cortland  County.  He  is  a gentle- 
man who  modestly  bears  the  distinction  of 
being  a purely  self-made  man. 

Our  subject  is  a native  of  Homer,  being 
born  in  that  town  April  19,  1821,  a son  of 
Joseph  Copeland,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.  The  father  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  in  the  “Nutmeg”  State,  but  left 
there  in  early  manhood  to  go  to  the  Black 
River  district  of  New  York  State.  While  a 
resident  of  Northern  New  York,  he  enlisted 


for  service  in  the  War  of  1812  and  secured 
the  title  of  captain.  After  the  war  was  over 
he  came  down  into  Cortland  County  and  se- 
lected a residence  in  the  town  of  Cortland. 
There  he  spent  his  life,  with  the  exception  of 
three  years  passed  in  Homer.  Mr.  Copeland 
married  into  the  famous  Litchfield  family  of 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  his  wife  being  Miss  Clara 
Litchfield.  She  accompanied  her  husband 
through  all  his  changing  fortunes,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-four.  Mr.  Copeland  died 
from  an  injury  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
During  life  the  couple  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Copeland 
had  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  first 
Abolitionists  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
that  too  at  a day  when  that  belief  was 
fraught  with  bodily  peril  to  its  holder.  The 
children  who  came  to  Joseph  and  Clara 
(Litchfield)  Copeland  were : Diana  (Doug- 
lass), now  deceased ; Thomas,  now  living  at 
Clarksville,  Iowa;  Charles,  deceased;  George 
N.,  our  subject ; Mary  (Taggart) ; Samantha 
(Kinney)^  deceased ; and  Rhoda  (Brown), 
deceased. 

George  N.  Copeland  as  a youth  attended 
the  schools  of  Cortland,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  bought  his  time  from  his  father  and 
struck  out  for  himself.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  was  able  to  buy  a farm  in  the  town  of 
Truxton,  Cortland  County,  on  which  he 
farmed  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven.  He  then  sold  his  place  and  moved  to 
Cortland  village,  where,  with  a capital  of 
$300.00,  backed  by  an  unlimited  capacity  for 
work,  he  started  in  the  grocery  and  provis- 
ion business.  After  three  years  of  moderate 
success  he  again  embarked  in  farming,  which 
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pursuit  he  followed  for  the  next  two  years, 
returning  finally  to  the  grocery  business, 
which  he  kept  up  until  1877.  During  these 
years  Mr.  Copeland  built  up  a very  heavy 
trade,  his  sales  olten  footing  up  $150,000.00 
annually.  Just  before  the  war  he  erected  a 
fine  brick  block  in  Cortland,  which  stands 
to-day  one  of  the  best  in  the  county-seat. 
The  corner  space  in  this  block  is  now  used 
for  the  banking  business  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Cortland. 

In  1878  Mr.  Copeland  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Homer,  which  proved  to  be  a great  suc- 
cess, and  was  its  first  president.  Soon 
after  this  he  removed  to  Homer,  which  has 
continued  to  be  his  home  ever  since.  He 
remained  in  the  banking  business  until  1890, 
when  he  withdrew  from  his  position  as  presi- 
dent, with  the  intention  of  going  to  another 
large  town  and  organizing  another  bank,  but 
circumstances  arose  that  modified  his  plans 
and  detained  him  in  Homer.  He  still  retains 
his  interests  in  the  Homer  Bank,  of  which 
he  is  still  a director. 

In  1841  Mr.  Copeland  was  united  in  mar- 
riage ties  with  Harriet  Wheat,  daughter  of 
Hiram  Wheat,  of  Truxton  township,  now 
Cuyler,  Cortland  County,  and  this  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children : 
Sophronia,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Tanner,  and 
mother  of  one  child,  Louise;  Frances  M.;  and 
Rose,  who  married  Mr.  Mortimer,  and  has 
borne  him  two  sons,  George  and  Charles. 

Mr.  Copeland  has  always  been  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Baptist  denomination 
and  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  temperance. 
He  was  at  one  time  a Republican  in  politics, 


but  is  now  a strong  Prohibitionist.  His 
beautiful  home,  erected  on  a street  in  Homer 
village,  opened  by  him  and  named  after  him 
Copeland  Avenue,  affords  a hospitable  wel- 
come to  his  many  friends. 

Although  Mr.  Copeland  has  practically 
retired  from  active  business  life,  still  he  does 
quite  an  amount  of  business  as  an  investor 
and  capitalist.  His  mind  is  just  as  clear  and 
vigorous  as  ever,  and  his  judgment  on  finan- 
cial and  banking  affairs  is  unimpeachable. 
There  are  few  economic  questions  with 
which  he  is  not  perfectly  familiar,  and  as  a 
judge  of  real  and  prospective  values  there  is 
no  man  in  this  section  more  acute. 


/ A E.  INGALLS,  for  more  than  a quar- 
I Np  ter  of  a century  past,  has  been  a 
^*L—^most  successful  practitioner  of  the 
dental  art  in  the  village  of  Cortland.  His  is 
a profession  that  brings  a man,  who  is  de- 
voted to  it,  into  very  close  touch  with  the 
better  elements  of  society.  Dr.  fngalls  has 
in  his  career  won  a name  for  urbane  genialty, 
and  a reputation  for  delicate  skill,  that  it  is 
the  fortune  of  but  few  men  to  attain. 

Dr.  Ingalls  is  a son  of  Hiram  G.  and  Adelia 
C.  (Newton)  Ingalls,  and  was  born  June  7, 
1846,  at  Summer  Hill,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. 
Hiram  G.  ingalls,  the  father,  was  a native  of 
Virgil,  this  county,  and  as  a lad  had  the  ben- 
efit of  the  schools  of  his  town.  At  an  early 
age,  he  went  to  Ohio,  and  there  learned  the 
silversmith’s  trade.  When  he  had  attained 
proficiency,  he  returned  to  Cortland,  where 
he  worked  at  his  craft  for  two  years.  In 
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1840,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  his  trade  because 
of  failing  health,  so  he  moved  to  Summer 
Hill,  and  began  farming.  His  health  recov- 
ered so  that  he  was  able  to  go  about  and  pur- 
sue his  calling  once  more.  Opportunity  of- 
fering, he  learned  the  dentist’s  business,  a 
line  more  congenial  to  him  than  his  previous 
art,  and  permanently  located  in  Cortland, 
where  for  many  years  he  was  a most  success- 
ful and  noted  dentist.  Dr.  Ingalls,  Sr.,  was 
ever  a man  of  high  standing  in  his  home  town. 
His  political  leanings  were  tow'ards  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  in  religious  affairs  he  was 
a consistent  believer  in  the  Baptist  faith. 
Fraternally,  he  affiliated  with  Vesta  Lodge, 
No.  255,  I.  O.  O.  F.  A family  of  eight  chil- 
dren came  to  Dr.  Hiram  G.  Ingalls  and  his 
wife.  They  were  C.  E.,  our  subject;  Byron, 
deceased ; David  H.;  Caroline  Susan,  wife 
of  Charles  Selover ; Philomelia,  wedded  to 
Frank  C.  Straat ; M.  B.;  Rosa  Anna,  deceased; 
and  Arthur  B.,  a professor  in  chemistry  and 
sciences  of  the  Oahu  College,  Honolulu, 
Flawaii.  The  doctor  lived  out  a long  and  use- 
ful life,  departing  from  this  world  February  6, 
1889.  His  widow  lived  until  March  10,  1897, 
when  she  went  to  join  those  gone  before. 

C.  E.  Ingalls,  eldest  son  of  the  preceding, 
completed  his  common  school  course,  and 
spent  some  time  in  the  Cortland  Academy. 
He  then  took  up  dentistry  in  the  office  of  his 
father,  and  in  1870  was  admitted  as  a partner 
in  the  business,  the  style  of  the  firm  becom- 
ing H.  G.  & C.  E.  Ingalls,  and  so  continuing  for 
nineteen  years  until  the  death  of  the  senior 
partner,  Dr.  Hiram  G.  The  office  address 
has  been  the  same  for  the  past  twenty-seven 
years.  Dr.  Ingalls  has  always  been  a live, 


progressive  man  and  has  kept  in  step  with  the 
wonderful  advances  made  in  his  profession. 
From  the  multitude  of  new  discoveries  and 
new  methods  he  has  studiously  selected  those 
that  presented  valuable  features  to  him  in  his 
practice,  and  has  utilized  them  in  every-day 
work.  He  enjoys  a position  in  the  commun- 
ity, professionally,  that  is  unassailable,  and  he 
has  been  steadily  prospered  from  the  first. 
His  standing  as  a citizen  and  a gentleman  is 
also  of  the  highest.  In  the  Vesta  Lodge,  No. 
255,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  he  has  been  a member  for 
twenty-seven  years,  and  is  also  a member  of 
Elon  Encampment,  No.  59.  He  is  a prom- 
inent Mason,  being  a member  of  Cortland- 
ville  Lodge,  No.  470,  F.  and  A.  M.;  Cort- 
land Chapter,  No.  194,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Cort- 
land Commandery,  No.  50,  K.  T.  Following 
the  teachings  of  the  family,  he  is  of  the  Bap- 
tist denomination.  Dr.  Ingalls’  wife  was  a 
Miss  Georgiana  Smith,  to  whom  he  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  March  26,  1867.  Two  chil- 
dren, Esther  E.,  and  Lloyd  S.,  make  up  the 
rest  of  the  family.  The  latter  has  pursued  a 
dental  course,  and  has  been  admitted  to  his 
father’s  practice,  with  the  result  that  the  firm 
name  now  reads  C.  E.  & L.  S.  Ingalls. 


LTlETCHER  M.  SALISBURY  is  the 
|_  L proprietor  of  the  leading  meat  market 
of  Marathon,  Cortland  County,  and  has  ac- 
quired a trade  that  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  in  the  county.  He  is  a son  of  Le- 
ander  M.  and  Phoebe  Ann  (Meeker)  Salis- 
bury, and  was  born  November  21,  i860, 
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in  the  town  of  Silver  Lake,  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa. 

Leancler  M.  Salisbury  was  a native  of  Del- 
hi, Delaware  County,  N.  Yr.,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  that  town. 
He  took  up  farming  as  a means  of  earning  a 
livelihood,  and  followed  it  in  Delhi  until 
1853,  when  he  moved  to  Brackneyville,  Sus- 
quehanna County,  Pa.  After  remaining  there 
a few  years,  he  moved  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
where  he  resided  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  A.  137th  Reg.  N. 
Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  in  the  service  but  a 
short  time,  when  he  died.  He  was  a brave 
and  valiant  soldier,  ever  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  and  he  possessed  the 
good  will  and  respect  of  the  entire  company. 
Our  subject’s  father  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Phoebe  Ann  Meeker,  who  was  born  in 
1836,  a daughter  of  Joshua  Meeker,  a native 
of  Susquehanna  County.  As  a result  ol  this 
union,  two  children  were  born,  namely: 
Elsie  A.,  the  wife  of  Adam  Hilsinger,  the  ef- 
ficient sheriff  of  Cortland  County ; and  Flet- 
cher M.,  the  subject  of  these  lines. 

Fletcher  M.  Salisbury  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Susquehanna  and  Cortland  Coun- 
ties. After  leaving  the  parental  roof,  he  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  and  purchased 
a farm  in  the  town  of  Willet.  After  a period 
of  five  years  he  gave  up  farming  and  went  to 
Binghamton,  where  he  was  engaged  in  team- 
ing for  a short  time.  In  1888,  he  moved  to 
Marathon  and  inaugurated  a butcher  busi- 
ness, which  he  still  conducts.  He  carries  a 
full  line  of  choice  meats,  and  by  his  honest 
and  enterprising  methods  he  has  established 
a large  and  paying  business.  His  trade  in- 


creased rapidly  from  the  first,  and  he  is  now 
obliged  to  keep  two  delivery  wagons  going 
all  the  time.  He  still  owns  a fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres  in  the  town 
of  Willet.  On  May  7,  1882,  Mr.  Salisbury 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Ella  E.  Lamb, 
and  one  child,  Flora  E.,  was  born  to  make 
their  home  happy.  Mr.  Salisbury  is  a Re- 
publican, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs.  He  is  at  present  serving  as  a 
deputy  sheriff  of  the  county.  Socially,  he  is 
a member  of  Lodge  No.  167,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Marathon. 


TT,  an  enterpris- 
farmer  of  Homer 
township,  is  a son  of  David  and  Electa  (Alex- 
ander) Pratt,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Homer,  Cortland  County,  July  17,  1835. 

His  grandfather,  Joshua  Pratt,  was  born 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  whence  he 
moved  to  the  State  of  New  York,  settling  in 
Truxton,  Cortland  County,  where  he  resided 
and  labored  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  was  a pio- 
neer in  his  district. 

David  Pratt  was  a native  of  Pomfret, 
Windham  County,  Connecticut ; in  company 
with  Samuel  Gregg,  he  moved  to  the  town 
of  Homer,  where  he  was  engaged  to  work 
on  Mr.  Gregg’s  farm  in  East  River  Valley 
(East  Homer).  Fie  remained  with  his  em- 
ployer until  after  his  marriage,  at  which  im- 
portant period  of  his  life  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
acres,  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Mr. 
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Gregg’s  farm.  Finally,  he  sold  this  prop- 
erty and  purchased  another  farm  in  Homer 
township  in  the  little  valley,  lying  between 
the  East  and  West  River  Valleys,  which 
farm  he  later  traded  for  160  acres  of  prime- 
val forest  land  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 
This  was  in  1839.  For  about  fourteen  years 
thereafter  he  followed  the  trade  of  a mason 
in  the  town  of  Homer;  later  he  removed  to 
a small  farm  in  the  eastern  part  of  Scott 
township,  where  he  remained  but  a short 
time,  selling  his  farm  there  and  purchasing 
another  farm  of  fifty  acres  near  Little  York, 
Homer  township.  There  he  spent  his  de- 
clining years,  dying  in  September,  1864.  He 
was  originally  a Whig,  but  upon  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  party,  he  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  latter  organization,  and  was 
fully  identified  with  that  party  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  Religiously,  he  was  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  married 
Electa  Alexander,  daughter  of  Leonard 
Alexander,  a native  of  Vermont,  who  in  1816 
came  to  East  Homer  and  engaged  in  general 
farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  brought  up  a 
family  of  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Caroline  E.,  the  eldest  of  the 
family,  married  John  Davenport  of  Cayuga 
County,  later  a resident  of  Du  Page  County, 
Illinois,  and  bore  him  one  child,  Homer  A. 
DeWitt  Clinton,  the  oldest  son,  and  second 
child,  is  a veteran  photographer  of  Aurora, 
111.;  he  married  Mary  Burdick  of  Scott, 
Cortland  County,  and  reared  four  children, 
— Flora,  Eva,  Fannie  and  Edmund.  Francis 
Nelson,  the  second  son,  is  a real  estate  dealer 
of  Lake  Forest,  Lake  County,  111.;  he  mar- 
ried Emma  U.  Cowles  of  Otisco,  N.  Y.,  and 


has  three  children, — Dora,  Fannie  and 
Charles.  Washington  B.,  who  died  in  Napa 
County,  California,  in  1879,  followed  farm- 
ing; he  lived  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  before 
going  to  California  ; before  settling  down  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  he  went  to  Australia 
in  search  of  gold,  and  later  made  a tour 
around  the  world.  He  chose  as  his  help- 
meet Miss  Alzina  M.  Page,  a native  of  Du 
Page  County,  Illinois,  and  they  reared  two 
children,— Eugene  and  Ella.  Sarah  A.  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years.  Augusta  M.  be- 
came the  wife  of  Collins  S.  White  of  Homer, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  have  the  following  children: 
Emma  A.;  Lottie  S.;  G.  Frank;  and  Bur- 
dette H.  Franklin  F.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Celina  J.  died  when  aged  ten  years. 
The  ninth  member  of  this  family  was  an 
adopted  daughter,  Amelia,  who  married 
John  Doubleday,  a farmer  of  Scott,  N.  Y., 
who  died  in  i860. 

Franklin  F.  Pratt  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  in  Homer  Academy, 
Homer,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  commenced  to  teach  in  the  district 
schools,  teaching  during  the  winter  months, 
and  working  on  the  farm  the  remainder  of 
the  time. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  being 
inspired  by  a patriotic  desire  to  perform  his 
part  in  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  our 
subject  enlisted  as  a private  in  Co.  A,  76th 
Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  then  being  recruited  at 
Cortland,  N.  Y.,  and  was  sworn  into  the 
United  States  service  at  that  place  October 
4,  1861.  This  regiment  afterwards  became 
one  of  the  best  drilled  and  most  efficient  reg- 
imental organizations  in  the  service.  It  was 
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in  the  First  Army  Corps  when  it  first  took 
the  field,  but  later  it  was  transferred  to  the 
Fifth  Army  Corps.  Mr.  Pratt  participated 
with  his  regiment  in  the  battles  of  Gaines- 
ville, Second  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Anna  River,  Cold 
Flarbor,  and  the  assault  on  Petersburg.  He 
was  recovering  from  malarial  fever,  con- 
tracted while  in  camp  near  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
and  was  unable  to  go  into  that  fight  with  his 
regiment,  but  after  the  battle  he  was  detailed 
to  care  for  the  wounded  until  he  was  able  to 
again  take  the  field,  which  he  did  in  Novem- 
ber following.  On  the  20th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1863,  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
corporal  of  his  company.  He  re-enlisted  in 
1864,  and  was  granted  a thirty-day  furlough, 
which  period  he  spent  in  visiting  his  rela- 
tives and  friends.  On  his  return  to  the 
scene  of  hostilities,  he  rejoined  his  regiment 
at  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Va.,  and  after 
taking  part  in  the  battle  at  that  place, 
marched  on  towards  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg, and  was  skirmishing  or  fighting  more 
or  less  every  day  for  the  following  month. 
In  August,  1864,  while  in  camp  near  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  he,  with  a comrade,  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  army  to  the  Marine  Corps, 
at  their  own  request,  by  an  order  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  was  ordered  to  report 
to  the  commandant  of  the  Brooklyn  Navy 
Yard.  The  order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity, 
for  they  thought  a change  of  service  would 
be  more  agreeable. 

Soon  after  arriving  at  Brooklyn  Navy 
Yard,  and  after  being  put  through  the  ma- 


rine drill  for  a while,  he  was  made  a corporal 
of  a company  of  marines,  with  a sergeant  in 
charge,  and  ordered  on  board  the  U.  S. 
Steamer  and  Gunboat  Patuxet,  which  soon 
joined  the  Blockading  Squadron  along  the 
Atlantic  coast.  On  the  route  south  they  put 
into  port  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  make  some  nec- 
essary repairs,  and  while  at  that  place  Mr. 
Pratt  received  a letter  from  his  sister,  which 
told  the  sad  news  of  his  father’s  death,  which 
occurred  September  24,  1864.  His  brothers 
all  being  married  and  living  in  the  Western 
States,  and  there  being  no  one  to  care  for  his 
aged  and  widowed  mother,  who  was  alone 
with  a farm  on  her  hands,  a petition  was 
drawn  up  and  was  signed  by  many  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  his  native  town,  praying 
for  his  discharge  from  the  navy.  The  peti- 
tion was  sent  to  President  Lincoln,  with  a 
letter  by  F.  B.  Carpenter,  the  artist,  who 
won  national  fame  by  his  great  painting  rep- 
resenting Lincoln  presenting  his  Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation  to  his  Cabinet.  President 
Lincoln  at  once  granted  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners,  and  gave  the  order,  through  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  his  discharge. 
Mr.  Pratt  received  the  order  December  1, 
1864,  while  in  port  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.  He 
was  put  on  board  the  prize  steamer 
Emma  Henry  (which  was  loaded  with  500 
bales  of  cotton,  captured  from  the  Rebels 
while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade).  On 
this  boat,  on  which  there  were  several  other 
passengers  in  the  persons  of  Confederate 
prisoners,  he  made  his  way  to  New  York, 
where  he  arrived  December  10,  1864.  He 
immediately  went  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  D.  C.,  re- 
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ceived  his  discharge,  and  then  returned  home, 
where  he  arrived  December  21,  1864. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  engaged  in  general  farming 
on  the  homestead  until  his  mother’s  death, 
which  occurred  in  April,  18 66.  On  October 
25,  1866,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Sarah  Brayton  Wilson,  and  soon  after 
purchased  the  home  farm  of  fifty  acres,  run- 
ning heavily  in  debt  to  pay  off  the  other 
heirs.  After  nine  years’  hard  labor,  with  the 
aid  of  his  wife,  who  was  an  expert  butter 
maker,  he  nearly  wiped  out  the  debt.  In 
1875,  by  sale  and  purchase,  he  exchanged  his 
hill  farm  for  another  property  of  125  acres  in 
the  valley  on  the  main  road  from  Homer  to 
Little  York,  running  in  debt  about  $6,000.00. 
He  continued  in  the  dairy  business,  and  after 
twelve  years’  hard  labor  and  close  economy 
he  finished  paying  off  the  mortgage.  Since 
then  he  has  built  a horse  barn,  also  a large 
basement  dairy  barn,  with  cement  stable  floors 
and  driveway.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  discon- 
tinued making  butter,  and  has  sold  his  milk 
for  shipment  to  New  York  City. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  have  reared  a family 
of  five  children,  namely  : Lillian  E.,  wife  of 
Seward  E.  Hollenbeck  of  Tully,  N.  Y.; 
Rosella  A.,  wife  of  F.  L.  Burnham  of  East 
Homer,  N.  Y.;  Nellie  M.,  wife  of  Oren  P. 
Gallup  of  Homer,  N.  Y.;  Grace  E.,  and 
Charles  F.;  the  last  two  living  at  home.  In 
religious  views  Mr.  Pratt  is  independent. 
He  believes  in  getting  his  inspiration,  not 
alone  from  inspired  volumes,  but  also  in 
“looking  through  Nature  up  to  Nature’s 
God.”  He  believes  in  the  gradual  elimina- 
tion of  error  and  sin  from  all  mankind,  that 
not  one  human  soul  will  be  forever  lost,  but 


at  some  period  in  the  ages  that  are  to  come 
all  human  souls  will  become  the  true  chil- 
dren of  God,  and  that  the  people  of  the 
world  as  a whole  are  slowly  but  surely 
growing  wiser  and  better.  In  politics  Mr. 
Pratt  is  and  always  has  been  since  he 
became  a voter  a Republican,  his  first  vote 
being  cast  for  Col.  John  C.  Fremont  for 
president.  In  social  matters  Mr.  Pratt  is  not 
a society  man  as  it  is  generally  understood  ; 
for  him  the  center  of  attraction  is  in  his 
home  and  family.  As  a neighbor  he  is 
kind  and  obliging,  and  always  willing  to  lend 
a helping  hand ; in  short,  he  has  led  an 
active  and  energetic  life,  and  his  enterpris- 
ing spirit  has  been  felt  in  all  movements  to 
advance  the  welfare  of  his  countrymen. 
Mr.  Pratt  is  entitled  to  the  fullest  recogni- 
tion in  this  biographical  work  as  a represen- 
tative and  leading  citizen  of  Homer  town- 
ship, and  as  a patriot  who  has  performed  his 
whole  duty  for  the  country  of  his  birth,  and 
it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  his  por- 
trait on  a preceding  page,  accompanied  by 
that  of  his  wife,  a noble-minded  woman,  who 
has  never  failed  him  in  the  hour  of  need. 


/ '3/  EORGE  H.  HYDE,  president  of  the 
Cortland  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, and  one  of  the  best  known  and  success- 
ful farmers  of  this  section,  residing  near  the 
village  of  Cortland,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Bangor,  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  October 
6,  1853.  Our  subject  was  a son  of  William 
H.  Hyde,  who  was  one  of  the  prominent 
merchants  of  Bangor,  N.  Y. 
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William  H.  Hyde  was  the  patentee  of  the 
Hyde  Double  Cooling  Milk  Pan,  and  as  a 
member  ot  the  firm  of  Townsend  & Hyde  came 
to  Cortland  and  introduced  the  article.  In 
1876,  he  formed  a stock  company,  known  as 
the  Jewett  Milk  Pan  Co.,  which  manufactur- 
ed the  product  above-mentioned  for  two 
years,  when  the  factory  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  entailing  heavy  losses.  Mr.  Hyde  then 
sold  his  interest,  and  moved  to  Malone,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  became  connected  with  the 
hardware  firm  of  J.  M.  Span  & Co.,  and  died 
there  June  16,  1886,  aged  sixty  years.  He 
served  as  sheriff  of  Franklin  County 
for  one  term.  He  married  Charlotte 
Adams,  a member  of  an  old  Massachusetts 
family  ; her  decease  occurred  June  7,  1888,  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  Their  children  were : 
George  H.,  our  subject ; Charles  W.,  a drug- 
gist of  Malone,  N.  Y.;  and  John  S.  of  New 
Haven,  Conn. 

The  schools  of  Franklin  County  provided 
George  H.  Hyde,  our  subject,  with  his  edu- 
cation. His  first  introduction  to  business 
was  when  he  was  associated  with  his  father 
in  introducing  the  milk  cooling  pans.  When 
the  stock  company  was  formed,  and  the  man- 
ufacture of  the  pans  on  a large  scale  was 
commenced,  he  became  the  manager  and 
superintendent  of  the  company  at  Cortland, 
and  directed  the  manufacturing  until  the  fire 
occurred.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  Calvert  farm,  and  on  land  of 
his  own  lying  near  by  ; he  keeps  a choice 
dairy  of  grade  Jerseys  and  Holsteins,  twenty- 
five  head  of  stock  in  the  aggregate.  He  has 
all  the  modern  improvements  and  latest  ap- 
proved types  of  labor-saving  machinery,  that 
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go  so  far  toward  making  a model  farm.  He 
has  successfully  operated  a silo  for  a number 
of  years  past,  and  the  ensilage  has  proved  an 
important  factor  in  the  wintering  of  his  stock 
and  keeping  them  in  the  best  condition.  Mr. 
Hyde  was  elected  president  of  the  Cortland 
County  Agricultural  Society  in  1896,  and  it 
is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  County  Fair 
held  under  his  supervision  in  1897  was  one  of 
the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the 
society.  The  grand-stands  were  re-built  and 
additions  constructed,  provisions  for  taking 
care  of  large  exhibits  in  stock  completed,  and 
general  improvements  in  track  and  grounds 
undertaken  and  satisfactorily  finished. 
Much  praise  was  accorded  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Fair  of  1897,  and  many  words  of 
commendation  were  spoken  in  approval  of 
the  masterly  way  in  which  our  subject 
handled  the  whole  proceeding.  Hr.  Hyde 
has  been  prominently  connected  with  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  has  held  all  the 
subordinate  offices.  He  has  been  steward  of 
the  State  Grange,  and  is  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  auditing  committee.  He  is  a Re- 
publican in  his  political  preferences. 

In  1878,  Mr.  Hyde  married  Miss  Esther  A. 
Calvert;  two  sons  have  been  born  to  them  : 
William  Calvert,  born  June  3,  1879;  and 
Frederick  Chaplin,  born  March  19,  1884. 
Both  young  men  give  great  promise  of  emu- 
lating their  father's  record.  Mrs.  Hyde  is  a 
daughter  of  Wilson  Calvert,  who  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  widest  known  men  of  Cortland 
County,  and  has  always  been  a popular  and 
favorite  resident  of  the  town  of  Cortland. 
Mr.  Calvert  was  born  on  the  farm,  now 
owned  by  John  Jones,  within  half  a mile  of 
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where  he  now  lives,  August  1 6,  1820,  and 
was  a son  of  John  Calvert,  Jr.,  and  grandson 
of  John  Calvert,  Sr.,  Avho  came  with  his  son 
John  Calvert,  Jr.,  from  the  northern  part  of 
Ireland  and  settled  in  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.  John  Calvert,  Jr.,  resided  in  that  sec- 
tion some  two  or  three  years,  and  then 
bought  a large  tract  of  new  land  in  the  town 
of  Virgil,  this  county,  which  after  having 
partially  cleared  he  sold,  and  bought  the 
property,  where  John  Jones  now  lives  at 
South  Cortland.  He  cleared  the  estate, 
which  is  now  accounted  to  rank  among  the 
best  farms  of  the  town,  and  built  a house, 
barn  and  the  necessary  outbuildings.  John 
Calvert,  Sr.,  died  there  in  1808;  his  wife  had 
been  called  to  her  last  Home  when  still  a resi- 
dent of  Ireland.  Their  children  were:  John; 
Robert;  William;  Nathaniel;  Alexander; 
Thomas;  and  Isabelle.  John  Calvert,  Jr., 
was  a sturdy,  hard-working  pioneer,  and  was 
very  successful  in  his  attempts  to  acquire 
some  little  wealth  and  lay  by  a competence 
to  support  him  in  his  old  age,  at  one  time 
being  the  owner  of  320  acres  of  choice,  arable 
land.  It  was  said  of  him,  that  his  neighbors 
could  hear  him  threshing  when  they  were 
retiring  to  their  beds  for  a little  rest,  and 
when  they  arose  in  the  morning  at  da)'break 
he  was  still  at  it.  The  inference  should  not 
be  drawn  that  he  worked  all  the  night,  but 
the  above  goes  to  illustrate  how  long  his 
hours  of  labor  were,  and  how  tireless  he  was 
in  his  exertions.  The  grain,  that  he  raised  in 
addition  to  what  he  required  for  his  own  im- 
mediate use,  he  drew  to  Albany,  and  sold  on 
the  market.  Little  by  little,  by  working  hard- 
er than  his  neighbors,  by  economizing  here, 


and  saving  a little  there,  he  added  to  his  pos- 
sessions, and  became  very  well-to-do.  Not 
the  least  of  his  worldly  wealth  were  the 
thirteen  children  that  were  born  to  him,  of 
whom  all  grew  to  maturity  but  one.  The 
record  is  as  follows:  John;  Nancy,  who  died 
in  childhood;  William;  Margaret;  Thomas; 
Martha;  James;  Susanna;  Wilson;  Sarah; 
Elnathan ; Esther;  and  Melancthon.  His 
wife  was  Isabella  Story.  Both  lived  to  be 
seventy-two  years  of  age. 

Wilson  Calvert  was  reared  and  educated  a 
model  farmer.  When  a small  boy  he  learned 
to  handle  the  oxen,  and  was  very  skilled  in 
plowing  with  them.  The  first  farm  he 
owned  was  one  he  purchased  of  his  father, 
which  is  now  known  as  the  Hoaglin  farm, 
which  after  three  years  of  residence  and  im- 
provement he  sold,  and  bought  the  Wals- 
worth  farm  of  72  acres,  which  he  has  since 
owned.  He  built  a fine  new  house  and  barn, 
set  out  an  abundance  of  standard  varieties  of 
fruit  indigenous  to  this  section,  and  has  in 
every  way  kept  up  the  family  record  of 
thrift.  He  married  Betsey  M.  Wilcox, 
daughter  of  Asher  and  Rose(Bement)  Wil- 
cox of  Cortland  County;  Mr.  Wilcox  was  a 
pioneer  farmer  and  lime  maker.  Mrs.  Cal- 
vert was  born  February  19,  1820.  Both  hus- 
band and  wife  enjoy  the  highest  esteem  of 
the  best  people  of  the  county  ; they  are  en- 
dowed with  remarkably  strong  and  vigorous 
constitutions  and  bid  fair  to  see  many  more 
happy  )rears.  Mr.  Calvert  has  been  a Re- 
publican since  1856,  and  is  a Presbyterian  in 
his  religious  views.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  him,  of  whom  but  one  survives,  our 
subject’s  wife,  who  was  third  in  order  of 
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birth.  Frederick  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years;  Frank  lived  to  be  nine  years  old; 
Martha  was  called  Home  at  the  tender  age  of 
three  years ; and  two  died,  unnamed,  in 
infancy. 


(EYVTS  F.  WARD,  a retired  merchant 
of  Marathon,  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Jane  (Dean)  Ward,  and  was  born 
September  19,  1826,  at  New  Milford,  Susque- 
hanna County,  Pa. 

Ichabod  Ward,  his  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  easily  traced  his 
genealogy  back  200  years  to  one  Lord 
Ward,  High  Sheriff  of  London.  Ichabod 
Ward  came  to  America  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  in  which  he  was  a soldier,  and 
made  his  home  for  a time  in  Connecticut, 
but  afterward  removed  to  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  died. 

Samuel  Ward,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  died  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1828.  He  was  married  to  Jane 
Dean,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two 
sons:  Harvey  G.,  who  went  to  the  Mexican 
War  and  never  returned,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Lewis  F.  Ward  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  New  Milford,  Pa.,  and  then 
learned  the  trade  of  a tailor,  finishing  his 
apprenticeship  when  about  twenty  years 
old.  Immediately  after  learning  his  trade 
he  came  to  Marathon  and  went  into  the 
tailoring  and  merchandising  business,  and 
there  he  has  remained,  working  hard  at  his 
trade  and  winning  hosts  of  friends  by  his 
industrious  and  frugal  habits  and  his  frank, 


friendly  disposition.  With  the  enterprise 
and  energy  possessed  by  him,  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  do  otherwise  than  succeed, 
and  in  1895  his  business  had  assumed  such 
shape  that  he  was  able  to  retire  and  live 
a less  energetic  life.  His  time  at  present  is 
fully  employed  in  settling  up  his  extensive 
business. 

Mr.  Ward  was  married  September  28, 
1849;  the  lady  who  has  shared  the  vicis- 
situdes of  life  with  him  being  Sarah  A. 
Campbell,  a daughter  of  James  C.  Campbell 
of  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  a soldier  of  the 
War  of  1812,  and  granddaughter  of  Archi- 
bald Campbell,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
and  an  Aide-de-camp  of  General  Washing- 
ton. Mr.  Ward  has  been  a Democrat,  but 
has  never  aspired  to  office,  preferring  to 
devote  his  whole  time  to  his  business.  He 
served  as  master  of  Marathon  Lodge,  No. 
438,  F.  and  A.  M.,  for  two  years.  He  is  the 
treasurer  of  the  Century  Co-operative 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  of  which  he 
was  chosen  vice-president  at  the  time  of  its 
organization  in  1894. 

Mr.  Ward  is  completing  an  excellent  life 
record,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best 
citizens  of  Marathon  ; so  it  is  with  pleasure 
we  present  his  portrait,  with  a conviction 
that  it  will  be  viewed  with  interest  by  many 
of  our  readers. 


T^HARLES  EUGENE  BOYDEN.  In 
I jp  every  community,  there  is  always  a 
^ man  to  whom  the  people  turn  for 
advice  concerning  political  affairs  and  other 
matters.  Such  a man  is  Mr.  Boy  den,  who 
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was  born  at  Marathon  and  has  always  made 
that  village  his  home.  He  was  born  March 
23,  i860,  and  is  a son  of  Darius  and  Lucy 
(Warner)  Boyden,  and  grandson  of  Jonathan 
Boyden. 

Jonathan  Boyden  was  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut and  emigrated  to  Oxford,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.  Later,  he  moved  to  Willet, 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death. 

Darius  Boyden  was  born  in  1821,  at 
Oxford,  Chenango  County,  but  came  with 
his  father  when  the  latter  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Willet.  Subsequently,  he  moved  to 
Homer,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
wheelwright.  While  there  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  Warner,  after  which  they 
moved  to  Upper  Lisle,  Broome  County, 
where  he  plied  his  trade.  In  1858,  returning 
to  this  county,  he  settled  at  Marathon,  which 
continued  to  be  his  home  during  the  rest  of 
his  life.  He  had  attained  the  advanced  age 
of  seventy-four  years,  when  overtaken  by 
death,  August  1,  1895.  Five  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyden,  whose  names 
are  as  follows : Delia ; Adelbert ; Charles 
Eugene,  our  subject ; Florence,  the  wife  of 
Morris  Allen,  a blacksmith  of  Marathon  : and 
Ella,  who  was  married  to  Frank  Corwin  of 
Marathon. 

Charles  Eugene  Boyden  was  married  June 
29,  1882,  to  Miss  Agnes  M.  Moon,  who  was 
born  April  5,  1861.  Three  bright  children 
have  blessed  this  union  : U.  H.,  born  April  5, 
1883;  Lulu,  April  10,  1888;  and  Gladys, 
July  10,  1891.  Mr.  Boyden  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Marathon, 
but  by  close  observation  and  intercourse 


with  the  world,  he  has  acquired  a general 
knowledge  of  people  and  things  not  possess- 
ed by  many  who  have  enjoyed  superior  edu- 
cational advantages.  His  first  step,  after 
leaving  home  to  begin  life  for  himself,  was  to 
engage  as  a farm  laborer,  at  which  work  he 
continued  for  three  years.  Finding  this  did 
not  give  him  sufficient  scope,  he  decided 
upon  locating  in  the  village,  and  became 
identified  with  the  butchering  business  in 
Marathon.  Not  finding  this  work  congenial, 
at  the  expiration  of  two  years  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  trade  of  a barber,  which  he 
learned.  On  March  1,  1880,  he  opened  his 
shop,  where  he  still  continues  at  the  same 
stand.  Industrious  and  energetic,  he  found 
he  could  still  attend  to  some  other  business, 
so  in  connection  with  his  barber  shop  he 
placed  a fine  line  of  pipes,  cigars  and  tobac- 
co, and  has  a very  attractive  place. 

Mr.  Boyden  has  always  been  a Republican, 
and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  country. 
Being  public  spirited,  he  has  done  his  full 
share  in  advancing  the  interests  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived.  His  executive 
ability  being  recognized,  he  was  induced  to 
serve  as  trustee  of  the  village,  which  office 
he  filled  for  three  years.  He  was  elected 
president  of  the  village  of  Marathon  in 
March,  1896.  He  has  frequently  been  called 
upon  to  represent  his  party  as  a delegate  to 
county,  congressional  and  senatorial,  as  well  as 
to  the  state  conventions.  He  was  a delegate 
to  the  convention  that  nominated  Warner 
Miller  for  Governor  of  New  York.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  other  duties  he  served  as  assistant 
postmaster  of  the  Assembly  in  1891,  and  as 
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assistant  financial  clerk  in  1895  ; all  of  which 
offices  he  filled  to  the  complete  satisfaction 
of  his  constituents,  and  to  those  whom  he 
was  elected  to  serve. 

Mr.  Boyden  has  also  been  deeply  interest- 
ed in  the  local  fire  organization  for  several 
years,  and  is  at  present  chief  of  the  Fire 
Department.  Mr.  Boyden  is  a member  of 
Thermopylae  Lodge,  No.  438,  of  Marathon  ; 
he  was  elected  treasurer,  of  that  lodge  in 
1892,  and  has  served  in  that  capacity  ever 
since.  His  home  life  is  agreeable  and  pleas- 
ant, being  filled  with  kindness  and  affection. 
No  man  in  Marathon  has  a larger  or  more 
enthusiastic  circle  of  friends  than  Mr.  Boy- 
den, and  his  influence  is  felt  throughout  the 
entire  county. 


s CHARLES  L.  BALLOU,  who  is  highly 
I 77  esteemed  as  one  of  Cortland  Coun- 
cil  ' ty’s  most  enterprising  and  thrifty 

farmers,  with  a long  and  promising  future 
before  him,  is  engaged  in  carrying  on  agri- 
cultural operations  in  the  town  of  Virgil. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lapeer,  this 
county,  June  27,  1864,  and  is  a son  of 
Orsamus  Ballou,  grandson  of  Silas  Ballou, 
and  great-grandson  of  David  Ballou,  the 
latter  a brother  of  Hosea  Ballou,  the  founder 
of  Universalism,  and  one  who  will  ever  be 
remembered  as  one  of  the  most  noted  minis- 
ters of  this  continent. 

David  Ballou  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  spent  his  years  in  his  native  state  of 
Vermont,  where  his  son  Silas  was  born.  The 

latter  was  reared  in  the  shadow  of  the  green 
io» 


mountains,  and  in  1812,  when  he  had  grown 
to  manhood,  determined  to  strike  out  for 
himself,  and  accordingly  moved  into  Central 
New  York.  After  a short  stop  in  the  town 
of  Otisco,  Onondaga  County,  where  he  lost 
his  claims,  he  came  to  Cortland  County  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Virgil,  clearing  a farm 
where  Mr.  Hall  now  lives.  The  residence  of 
Mr.  Hall  was  built  by  Silas  Ballou,  and  there 
his  death  took  place  when  he  was  aged 
seventy-five  years.  His  wife,  who  was  Polly 
Shumway,  attained  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  Their  children  were:  Orsamus; 
Clarissa ; Asa  A.;  Polly  ; and  Myron. 

It  was  soon  after  Silas  Ballou  and  his  wife 
settled  in  the  town  of  Virgil,  that  our  sub- 
ject’s father  was  born,  the  date  of  his  birth 
being  July  17,  1817.  Orsamus  Ballou  settled 
first  at  Hunt’s  Corners,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  and  engaged  in  cultivating  it ; this 
property  he  sold  in  1866,  and  purchased  a 
farm  at  Dryden,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  career  being- 
terminated  by  typhoid  fever  on  November 
28,  1864.  He  married  Mary  Sholes,  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Sally  (Tiffany)  Sholes;  she 
was  born  October  24,  1822,  and  survived  her 
husband,  and  is  now  making  her  residence 
with  her  son,  Charles  L.,  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice.  The  children  in  the 
parental  family  were  as  follows:  Martha  E., 
who  married  F.  Goodspeed ; Edwin,  who 
died  when  an  infant;  Stephen  S.,  who  was 
called  home  in  childhood  ; James  L.  of  Virgil 
township ; Arthur,  who  did  not  grow  to 
maturity;  Delphine,  who  also  died  in  youth; 
Charles  Lewis,  our  subject ; and  Sherman 
Asa,  who  lives  with  Charles  L. 
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In  1888  the  subject  of  this  sketch  bought 
the  John  S.  Winters  farm  of  177  acres,  and 
has  ever  since  industriously  followed  pur- 
suits of  an  agricultural  nature,  keeping  as 
many  as  thirty  head  of  choice  Ayrshire 
cattle  at  one  time.  He  has  enlarged  and 
remodeled  his  buildings,  built  large  silos,  and 
in  a score  of  ways  improved  his  property, 
and  added  to  the  convenience  in  handling 
his  products. 

Mr.  Ballou  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Winters, 
daughter  of  John  S.  Winters.  John  S.  Win- 
ters was  born  April  10,  1831,  and  died  Octo- 
ber 10,  1885  ; he  was  a son  of  Ambrose 
Winters.  He  settled  on  the  farm  where  our 
subject  is  now,  and  followed  farming  in  an 
intelligent  fashion,  building  barns  and  a com- 
fortable dwelling  - house,  and  setting  out 
orchards  of  selected  fruit.  He  married  Julia 
Alvira  Woodard,  who  was  born  May  24, 
1835,  and  died  August  28,  1865,  leaving  two 
children : Ida  May,  who  married  F.  Hopkins, 
and  Julia  A.,  who  became  Mrs.  Ballou.  John 
S.  Winters  was  married  the  second  time  to 
Harriet  R.  Homer,  and  had  two  children, 
Clayton  J.  and  Edmond  H.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  have  been  given  the  following  chil- 
dren : Flossie  M.,  who  was  born  August  26, 
1886;  Oria,  August  14,  1888;  Flora,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1891;  Arthur,  January  15,  1894; 
and  Edna,  April  4,  1897.  All  the  above  chil- 
dren have  been  spared  to  their  fond  parents. 
Mr.  Ballou  regards  his  duties  to  the  institu- 
tions of  town,  county,  state  and  nation  in  no 
light  manner,  and  is  ever  to  be  found  with 
the  best  citizens,  advocating  those  measures 
that  he  thinks  will  prove  the  best  for  the 
public  good,  and  rejecting  with  scorn  such  as 


emanate  from  base  and  unworthy  motives. 
He  is  a sterling  young  man  of  good  habits 
and  untarnished  character,  and  is  in  every 
way  a credit  to  the  town  of  which  he  is  a 
worthy  citizen.  At  elections  he  is  to  be 
found  among  the  Republicans  of  the  stanch- 
est type,  exercising  his  franchise  in  the 
untrammeled  way  that  is  or  should  be  the 
right  of  every  American  citizen. 


2 

Is 


vORTER  CRITTENDEN.  Among 
her  citizens  the  town  of  Cincinnatus 
owns  quite  a number  who  have 
been  very  successful  in  their  agricultural 
operations,  and  have  proven  false  the  oft-quo- 
ted statement  that  “ there  is  no  money  in 
farming.”  Large  estates,  capacious,  well- 
ordered  farm  buildings,  and  certain  regular 
business  methods  in  farming  characterize  the 
farms  of  Cortland  County.  Mr.  Crittenden, 
who  is  now  well  advanced  in  years,  can  claim 
as  wide  an  experience  in  farming  in  the  town 
of  Cincinnatus  as  anyone,  for  he  has  lived 
there  most  of  his  life  from  his  birth,  which 
occurred  there  September  15,  1815. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Ebenezer  Crittenden, 
was  born  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  whence 
he  emigrated  at  an  early  day  to  Cortland 
County,  locating  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Willet.  He  purchased  one  hundred  acres 
that  bordered  on  the  Otselic  River,  and  be- 
came a pioneer  settler,  enduring  all  the  pri- 
vations and  hardships  incident  to  a frontiers- 
man’s life.  After  clearing  the  farm  and 
living  there  some  years,  he  removed  up  the 
river  to  a locality  just  below  the  village  of 
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Cincinnatus,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of 
five  hundred  acres,  on  which  he  lived  and 
labored  the  greater  portion  of  the  years  ot 
activity  that  remained  to  him.  Later,  he 
moved  to  a farm  above  the  village  of  Cincin- 
natus, but  returned  to  his  other  estate  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnatus  before  his  death,  which 
took  place  in  1845.  He  achieved  remark- 
able success  in  farming  for  his  day  and  gen- 
eration, and  was  esteemed  as  one  of  the 
town’s  most  prominent  citizens.  He  reared 
ten  children,  among  whom  was  Porter,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Porter  Crittenden  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  time,  and  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  trades  of  a carpenter, 
joiner,  and  painter,  but  never  worked  at  his 
trades.  A grain  speculation  was  his  first  ven- 
ture in  business,  and  it  consisted  in  hauling 
grain  overland  from  the  Susquehanna  River 
in  Pennsylvania  to  Coudersport,  Potter 
County,  that  state,  where  he  disposed  of  his 
freight.  He  was  engaged  in  this  business  for 
six  months,  and  then,  after  working  out  as  a 
farm-hand  for  several  months,  began  farming 
on  his  father’s  estate  in  the  town  of  Cincin- 
natus, the  business  being  conducted  on 
shares.  He  farmed  for  about  six  years  ; dur- 
ing this  period  he  was  also  associated  with 
his  brother  in  repairing  and  improving  a 
carding  and  woolen  mill,  saw  mill  and  flour 
mill  at  Coudersport,  Potter  County,  Pa.,  sell- 
ing out  at  last  to  his  brother  Julius,  who  had 
undertaken  the  work  alone  at  first,  but  found 
the  project  too  serious  an  undertaking  to 
handle  without  assistance.  In  1845  he  pur- 
chased a farm  north  of  the  village  of  Cincin- 
natus, that  consisted  of  130  acres  ; he  remain- 


ed on  that  property  engaged  in  farming  for 
about  eight  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
also  busied  in  buying  and  selling  live  stock. 
He  at  length  sold  that  farm,  and  removed  to 
the  village  of  Cincinnatus,  where  he  became 
a general  dealer  in  live  stock.  After  living 
there  three  years,  he  sold  his  business,  and 
removed  to  a farm  of  fifty  acres  of  land  south 
of  the  village,  where  he  was  engaged  for  two 
years  in  farming,  and  in  general  dealing  in 
live  stock.  He  then  removed  to  the  Cole- 
brook  place  above  the  village  of  Cincinnatus, 
and  to  the  130  acres  he  purchased  there  he 
added  about  600  acres  on  the  Bracked,  in 
Chenango  County.  He  made  his  home  there 
for  about  four  years,  when  he  sold  500  of  the 
600  acres  on  the  Bracked,  retaining  in  ad 
about  230  acres,  where  he  lived  for  four  years 
more.  He  then  traded  it  for  the  Union 
Hotel  in  Cincinnatus,  but  soon  after  repur- 
chased the  farm  property,  which  he  sold  to 
the  Colegroves,  and  removed  to  the  hotel, 
near  which  he  built  a store  and  put  in  his 
son-in-law,  M.  E.  Smith,  as  manager.  He  then 
sold  the  structure,  that  was  formerly  the 
Union  Hotel,  and  boarded  a short  time,  after 
which  he  removed  to  the  Forbes  place.  After 
living  there  for  a short  time,  and  after  erect- 
ing a number  of  farm  buildings,  he  sold  the 
property  to  Mr.  Forbes,  and  moved  to  the 
village  of  Cincinnatus,  where  he  continued  to 
live  for  two  years.  His  next  venture  was  to 
purchase  a tract  of  land,  700  or  800  acres  in 
extent,  about  one  mile  south  of  the  village, 
where  he  proceeded  to  clear  the  property  of 
its  growth  of  timber,  and  fit  it  for  cultivation, 
for  the  land  was  as  yet  unimproved.  He 
went  there  in  1868,  and  in  a few  years  had 
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the  finest  farm  in  his  section  of  the  county, 
at  the  cost  of  great  exertions,  for  the  job  was 
one  of  the  biggest  improvements  ever  under- 
taken in  the  valley  of  the  Otselic  River.  He 
was  not  satisfied  with  having  improved  the 
land  itself,  but  went  to  great  expense  and 
trouble  to  surpass  anything  ever  before  at- 
tempted in  the  town  of  Cincinnatus  in  the 
way  of  farm  buildings.  While  living  there, 
he  was  also  engaged  in  dealing  in  live  stock 
in  various  states,  and  carried  on  extensive 
transactions  in  real  estate  throughout  the 
West,  owning  considerable  realty  in  Iowa, 
Indiana,  and  Utah. 

Mr.  Crittenden  married  Tryphena  Delano, 
a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Clarissa  Delano, 
who  was  his  helpmeet  for  fifty-six  years, 
dying  December  23,  1893.  She  contributed 
largely  to  her  husband’s  success,  and  in  her 
he  found  his  best,  his  truest  friend  and  com- 
panion, ever  sympathetic  and  good.  Four 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  namely  : 
Lucetta,  who  died  young;  Harriet  K.,  the 
wife  of  M.  E.  Smith  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  who  is 
carrying  on  a large  wholesale  dry  goods  bus- 
iness; Julius  A.,  who  is  a real  estate  dealer 
of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa;  and  Amos  G.,  who 
resides  upon  the  Crittenden  farm  with  his 
father,  and  takes  upon  himself  most  of  the 
personal  supervision  of  the  estate.  The  lat- 
ter was  born  March  15,  1862,  on  the  Cole- 
grove  place  in  the  town  of  Cincinnatus, 
where  his  father  was  then  living.  He  obtain- 
ed a good  common  school  education,  but  has 
learned  most  of  his  practical  knowledge  by 
business  experience.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  has  always  followed  farming  pur- 
suits. In  addition  to  the  farming  operations 


that  he  conducts  on  the  homestead,  he  is  also 
a general  dealer  in  live  stock.  He  owns  a- 
creamery  at  East  Freetown,  and  conducts  a 
very  profitable  business.  He  is  a Republi- 
can in  his  politics,  and  is  at  present  the  com- 
missioner of  highways  of  the  town  of  Cincin- 
natus. He  was  married  in  1882  to  Addie 
Smith,  a daughter  of  Wallace  Smith  of  Cin- 
cinnatus, and  has  a son,  Harold. 


WALTER  S.  BARKER,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Homer  and  Cortland 
Gas  Light  Co.,  was  born  in  Onondaga  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  January  1,  1842.  He  is  a son  of 
Joseph  Barker,  a direct  descendant  of  old 
Captain  Barker.  Joseph  Barker  was  a na- 
tive of  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  After 
leaving  the  state  of  his  birth,  he  settled  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
became  a prosperous  and  distinguished  citi- 
zen of  that  district.  He  was  a large  land 
owner.  His  vote  was  cast  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party ; many  minor  offices  were  held 
by  him,  and  he  was  honored  with  the  high- 
est position  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens 
of  the  county,  being  sent  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature for  two  terms. 

Walter  S.  Barker,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  has  two  brothers  and  one  sister  liv- 
ing,—Luther  of  Otisco,  N.  Y.;  Anna  of  Cort- 
land ; and  Stephen  D.  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  followed  farming  until  the  war 
broke  out.  He  then  enlisted  in  his  country’s 
service  in  Co.  E,  12th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf., 
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which  was  formed  at  Syracuse:  after  serv- 
ing a term  of  two  years,  he  re-enlisted  in  the 
3d  N.  Y.  Light  Artillery,  with  which  he  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  the 
latter  organization  he  entered  as  a private, 
and  before  he  was  discharged  he  had  re- 
ceived the  commission  of  a sergeant.  After 
he  returned  from  the  war  he  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship as  a machinist,  and  worked  in  a 
machine  shop  for  sixteen  years.  He  then 
accepted  a position  in  the  United  States 
Pension  Office  at  Syracuse  in  1885  ; two 
years  later  he  was  transferred  to  the  Pension 
Office  at  Buffalo,  and  remained  there  three 
years.  On  June  1,  1891,  he  accepted  his 
present  position.  Mr.  Barker  is  a firm  be- 
liever in  the  aims  and  principles  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Order,  belonging  to  Syracuse  Lodge, 
No.  501,  located  at  Syracuse.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1867  to  Ann  Eliza  Beach,  daughter  of 
Lorenzo  Beach  of  Otisco,  N.  Y.  They  have 
reared  three  children,  namely  : Mary  Belle, 
wife  of  Charles  C.  Truesdell,  a resident  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  Charles  W.,  who  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Homer  & Cortland  Gas  Light 
Co.;  and  Robert  G.,  who  is  with  Truesdell 
& Co.,  brokers  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


§AMES  HENRY  STARIN,  station 
agent  for  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.  at 
Homer,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
a member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Maxson 
& Starin,  belongs  to  a family  whose  names 
appear  often  in  the  annals  of  the  history  of 
New  York  State.  Mr.  Starin  is  a son  of 


Thomas  and  Sabrina  (Vedcler)  Starin,  and 
was  born  at  Fultonville,  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  October  31,  1848. 

The  Starin  family  is  descended  from  Hol- 
land Dutch  ancestry.  The  American  branch 
was  founded  by  Nicholas  Starin,  who  was 
born  in  Holland,  not  far  from  the  Zuyder 
Zee,  at  a point  in  Guelderlancl  province. 
He  was  born  in  1663,  and  in  1696,  in  com- 
pany with  his  second  wife  and  the  three 
children  which  had  been  born  to  them,  also 
with  three  children  born  to  his  first  wife,  he 
came  to  America.  He  was,  of  course,  land- 
ed at  New  Amsterdam  (New  York),  having 
taken  passage  with  his  little  flock  on  board 
a Dutch  West  India  merchantman.  His 
arrival  occurred  during  the  regime  of  Gov. 
Fletcher.  Nicholas  Starin  was  soon  aware 
that  the  best  way  to  employ  his  means  in 
the  securing  of  wealth  for  himself  was  to 
embark  in  trade  with  the  Indians.  With 
this  in  mind  he  soon  went  up  the  Hudson 
and  located  at  Fort  Orange,  now  Albany. 
Here  he  made  money,  and  gained  a reputa- 
tion of  being  a very  shrewd  but  at  the  same 
time  an  exceedingly  honest  trader,  both 
with  the  red  men  of  whom  he  bought,  and 
the  dealers  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  to 
whom  he  sold.  After  a time  he  removed  to 
the  locality  called  in  the  early  history  of  the 
country  “ German  Flats,”  and  there  passed 
from  life  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
Nicholas  Starin  was  the  father  of  fifteen 
children,  of  whom  Phillip  Frederick  Adam 
Starin  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

This  gentleman,  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent, was  born  at  German  Flats  in  1715,  and 
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died  at  Glen,  N.  Y.,  in  1795.  By  occupation 
he  was  a machinist,  and  he  found  ample 
scope  for  his  talents  and  skill  among  the 
incoming  settlers  in  the  Mohawk  Valley 
country. 

John  Starin,  his  son,  came  into  life  at 
Charleston,  N.  Y.,  now  Glen,  August  31, 
1754.  He  was  an  Indian  interpreter,  and 
later  on  was  a trusted  ally  of  General 
George  Washington,  with  whom  he  was 
on  quite  confidential  terms,  his  great  knowl- 
edge of  Indian  lore  making  him  a most 
valuable  assistant.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
forty  male  members  of  the  Starin  family 
who  made  honorable  records  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  as  soldiers  in  the  Continental 
Army.  Of  this  number  as  many  as  ten  were 
under  the  direct  command  at  one  time  of 
General  Washington.  After  the  war  had 
been  brought  to  a successful  close,  John 
Starin  kept  a tavern  at  a place  that  is  now 
the  village  of  Fultonville,  N.  Y.  There  he 
died  February  19,  1832.  He  was  during  his 
life  a member  of  the  historic  Caughnawaga 
Stone  Church,  and  was  leader  of  the  choir. 
In  1770,  he  wedded  Jane  Wemple,  daugh- 
ter of  another  family  of  historic  renown. 
She  bore  him  eight  children,  of  whom 
Myndert,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Glen,  May  31,  1786. 

Myndert  Starin  was  a man  of  education 
and  culture,  and  at  one  time  served  as  the 
first  mail  carrier  in  his  section.  Later  on  he 
was  a very  prosperous  frontier  trader,  his 
journeys  taking  him  into  the  then  far  West. 
In  the  War  of  1812  he  fought  bravely  for 
his  country,  and  a few  years  After  the  con- 
flict was  over  went  into  business  in  Johns- 


town, N.  Y.,  where  he  soon  gathered  heavy 
property  interests  about  him.  As  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Starin  & Robinson  he  founded 
a village  and  named  it  Fultonville,  in  honor 
of  Robert  Fulton.  At  this  'point  they  con- 
ducted a flouring  mill,  a saw  mill,  a paper 
mill,  a nail  factory,  a cordage  and  weaving 
factory,  along  with  several  less  important 
interests.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  pas- 
senger and  freighting  business,  and  owned 
several  boats  that  navigated  the  Mohawk 
River  from  1S10  to  1815.  About  the  time 
that  the  Erie  Canal  project  loomed  up,  he 
became  a strong  advocate  of  the  great 
undertaking,  and  he  was  of  great  assistance 
to  Gov.  Clinton  in  pushing  the  plan  through 
to  a successful  termination.  He  was  a fol- 
lower of  his  father’s  footsteps  at  the  old 
Stone  Church,  and  he  was,  too,  the  honored 
choir  master  for  many  years.  Myndert 
Starin  departed  this  life  February  8,  1845, 
leaving  a widow,  whose  maiden  name  had 
been  Rachel  Sammons,  and  a family  of  eight 
children. 

Thomas  Starin,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
one  of  the  children,  and  his  birth  occurred 
November  10,  1823,  at  Glen,  the  family 
home.  He  attended  the  schools  at  Glen,  and 
later  the  Cherry  Valley  Academy.  Becom- 
ing a man  he  first  entered  the  hotel  business 
at  Fultonville,  but  later  on  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  grocery  firm  of  Starin  & Free- 
man of  Fultonville.  He  also  owned  boats 
on  the  then  completed  Erie  Canal,  and  did  a 
heavy  freighting  business.  Later  he  became 
interested  in  business  with  his  brother,  John 
H.  Starin,  of  New  York  City.  The  latter 
gentleman  is,  by  the  way,  the  transportation 
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king  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  pennant 
bearing  the  name  “ Starin  ” flies  from  the 
staffs  of  more  vessels  of  all  descriptions 
than  some  governments  own.  Thomas 
Starin  was  in  politics  an  active  Republican, 
and  was  always  a leading  spirit  in  whatever 
circle  chance  threw  him.  He  was  the  father 
of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  dead  except 
James  H.  Starin,  the  subject  of  this  history. 

The  latter  received  his  education  in  the 
Fultonville  schools,  and  in  the  Montgomery 
County  Institute  at  Fonda,  and  later  at  a pri- 
vate school  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Prof.  Collins  prepared  for  college. 
Preferring  a business  career,  however,  he 
engaged  in  the  produce  business  with  his 
uncle,  D.  D.  Starin,  at  No.  98  Park  Place, 
New  York  City,  being  at  the  time  only  about 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  remained  there 
a few  years,  and  then  went  to  Saugerties,  up 
the  Hudson,  and  was  for  two  years  book- 
keeper for  John  Maxwell,  a large  dealer  in 
blue  stone.  Later  he  was  bookkeeper  for 
Cunningham  & Marvin  Bros.,  who  were 
wholesale  dealers  in  wood  and  willow  ware, 
located  on  the  corner  of  Murray  and  Wash- 
ington Streets,  New  York  City.  He  then 
went  back  to  New  York,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  his  uncle,  John  H.  Starin,  in  the 
railroad  transfer  department  at  Pier  48.  He 
held  various  positions  in  this  immense  enter- 
prise, but  finally  became  agent  at  Pier  14, 
North  River,  for  the  New  Jersey  Central 
R.  R.  Co.  At  that  post  he  remained  for 
four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period,  March 
6,  1877,  he  came  to  Homer,  and  assumed 
charge  of  the  local  R.  R.  station.  He  also 
had  control  of  the  local  agency  of  the  U.  S.  ‘ 


Express  Co.  about  eighteen  years.  Besides 
his  duties  as  the  representative  of  the  Lacka- 
wanna Line,  he  has  also  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber, coal  and  builder’s  supplies  business,  both 
at  Homer  and  Cortland,  being  associated 
with  Mr.  Byron  Maxson.  Their  business 
along  the  lines  mentioned  is  now  the  heaviest 
in  this  section,  as  they  handle  both  a whole- 
sale and  a retail  trade.  Mr.  Starin  in  politics 
is  a stanch  Republican.  He  was  mentioned 
for  Member  of  Assembly,  but  through  his 
business  cares  he  withdrew  from  the  contest. 

Mr.  Starin  is  a director  in  the  Homer  and 
the  First  National  Banks,  and  is  a member  of 
the  Homer  Lodge,  No.  352,  F.  & A.  M. 
His  wife  was  a Miss  Josephine  A.  Brockway, 
daughter  of  the  late  William  N.  Brockway, 
in  his  time  one  of  Homer’s  leading  manufac- 
turers. Their  union  took  place  January  16, 
1895,  the  bridal  tour  being  to  the  Pacific 
coast  and  all  points  of  interest  in  the  West; 
they  now  have  one  child,  Sabrina  Brockway 
by  name.  In  social  life  Mr.  Starin  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Columbia  Club.  In  1891  Mr. 
Starin,  in  company  with  Dr.  John  H.  Loran 
and  a party  of  friends,  took  an  extended  tour 
through  the  European  countries,  and  had  a 
most  enjoyable  time. 

In  concluding  this  sketch,  a few  words  as 
to  the  family  name  “Starin”  are  not  amiss. 
The  original  Dutch  name  was  probably 
“ Ster.”  Nicholas,  the  founder  of  the  Ameri- 
can branch,  Germanized  it  by  making  it 
“ Stern,”  an  equivalent ; later  on  “ Stern  ” 
became  “ Staring,”  and  by  dropping  the  last 
letter,  this  easily  became  “Starin,”  the  now 
time-honored  cognomen. 

Our  subject,  according  to  the  ideas  of  all 
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who  know  him,  is  a gentleman  who  is  in 
every  respect  worthy  of  his  race.  Possessed 
of  marked  abilities  in  many  channels  of 
activity,  he  brings  to  bear  on  all  the  duties 
of  life  a manner  and  method  which  result  in 
their  best  performance,  and  at  the  same  time 
win  respect  and  high  standing.  Mr.  Starin 
is  in  every  respect  a representative  citizen, 
and  a man  whose  public  spirit  and  utility 
are  too  well  known  to  need  further  com- 
ment. The  publishers  of  this  collection  of 
biographies  of  Cortland  County  take  pleas- 
ure in  presenting  his  portrait  on  a preceding 
page. 


URDETTE  R.  CORNING,  a pros- 
perous hardware  merchant  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Cincinnatus,  is  a son  of  John 
R.  and  Jane  (Chatfield)  Corning,  and  a grand- 
son of  Charles  Corning  of  Pitcher,  Chenango 
County.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Pitcher, 
January  17,  1842,  and  came  to  the  village  of 
Cincinnatus  when  still  a young  man,  where 
he  has  since  been  prominently  identified  with 
its  interests. 

Charles  Corning  was  a native  of  New  Lon- 
don, Connecticut,  but  came  with  his  family 
to  the  State  of  New  York,  settling  in  Pitcher, 
Chenango  County,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  His  vocation  was  agri- 
culture, which  in  his  time  was  carried  on 
with  the  most  crude  and  primitive  imple- 
ments. He  married  a Miss  Morgan,  and  to 
them  were  born  several  children,  among 
whom  was  John  R.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. 


John  R.  Corning  passed  his  lite  in  the  town 
of  Pitcher  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agricul- 
ture, his  farm  yielding  to  him  pleasure  as 
well  as  profit.  He  was  a Democrat  until  a 
short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1865  ; it  was  when  the  question  of  the  fur- 
ther continuance  of  slavery  was  made  an  is- 
sue that  he  gave  his  support  to  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  was  captain  of  a company  of 
state  militia.  He  married  Jane  Chatfield, 
daughter  of  Levi  S.  Chatfield,  also  of  Con- 
necticut, and  their  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  two  children  : Adelia,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years ; and  Burdette  R. 

Burdette  R.  Corning  attended  the  Cincin- 
natus Academy,  receiving  there  his  educa- 
tional training.  He  then  commenced  life  on 
his  own  account  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  made  many  improvements  that  met  with 
great  success.  The  work,  however,  was  not 
suited  to  his  liking,  so  in  the  spring  of  1878 
he  came  to  the  village  of  Cincinnatus,  and  a 
few  months  later  decided  to  go  into  the  hard- 
ware business.  Beginning  in  the  fall  of  1878, 
he  has  since  continued  in  that  line,  and  is  one 
of  the  wide-awake,  enterprising  merchants 
of  the  village.  In  politics  he  has  been  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  the  meet 
ings  of  that  organization.  He  is  the  present 
supervisor  of  the  town,  and  is  the  object  of 
much  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Mr.  Corning  married  Miss  Anna  Wight, 
February  20,  1865,  and  they  have  reared 
three  children:  Belle,  the  wife  of  George  A. 
Haskins,  a partner  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Corn- 
ing ; Mary,  the  wife  of  Floyd  B.  Miner,  en- 
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gaged  on  the  Cortland  Standard  ; and  Maud. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corning  are  attendants  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  they 
are  both  members. 


-ENRY  CORCORAN.  The  business 
concern  of  which  this  leading  and 
prosperous  citizen  of  the  village  of 
Cortland  is  proprietor  and  manager,  the 
Cortland  Bottling  Works,  located  at  37  and 
39  Port  Watson  Street,  is  entitled  to  recog- 
nition among  the  important  interests,  whose 
growth  is  synonymous  with  that  of  the  vil- 
lage. This  enterprise  has  as  its  head  and  sole 
director  one  of  the  most  energetic  and  force- 
ful business  men  in  the  section,  whose  life  has 
been  a gradual  rise  from  a humble  station  to 
one  of  importance  and  lucrative  returns.  He 
is  a type  of  that  class  of  men  who  have  risen 
by  their  own  efforts,  who  are  in  short  self- 
made  ; this  class  is  a result  of  conditions 
peculiar  to  the  United  States,  and  worthy 
members  of  it  rarely  tail  to  excite  the  ad- 
miration and  respect  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
Mr.  Corcoran  being  no  exception  to  the  gen- 
eral rule. 

Mr.  Corcoran  was  born  at  Dryden,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a son  of  Patrick 
Corcoran,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rue, 
parish  of  Kilmore,  County  Roscommon,  Ire- 
land. In  the  spring  of  1844,  this  worthy 
Irish  peasant  left  his  native  country,  and 
came  to  New  York  ; having  friends  in  Tomp- 
kins County,  he  journeyed  thither,  and 
settled  near  Dryden,  where  he  followed 


agricultural  pursuits.  He  afterwards  moved 
to  Freeville,  where  he  farmed  until  he  re- 
tired from  active  labor,  and  moved  to  Cort- 
land to  reside  with  his  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  with  whom  he  still  lives.  Patrick 
Corcoran’s  wife  was  Miss  Catherine  Conlon, 
who  was  also  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
being  born  in  an  adjoining  county.  In  the 
parental  family  were  five  children,  who  were 
named  as  follows:  James;  Mary;  Frank; 

Henry  ; and  Charles. 

The  district  schools  of  Freeville  furnished 
Henry  Corcoran  with  an  education,  which, 
though  limited  in  amount  and  confined  in  its 
scope,  sufficed  as  a fundamental  ground-work 
for  the  knowledge  gained  by  observation  in 
the  splendid  school  of  experience.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  the  straitened  circumstances 
in  the  parental  family  forced  him  to  leave  off 
attending  school,  and  to  begin  to  support 
himself.  He  secured  a position  as  water-boy 
on  a gravel  train  of  the  E.,  C.  & N.  R.  R., 
and  later  became  flagman  at  the  junction  of 
the  E.,  C.  & N.  R.  R.  and  the  S.  C.  R.  R.,  in 
which  latter  position  he  continued  for  several 
years.  Rising  still  higher  in  the  railroad 
service  he  became  a clerk  in  the  freight  office, 
a position  he  held  until  he  voluntarily  re- 
signed, and  came  to  Cortland  in  1882.  Upon 
becoming  a resident  of  this  village,  which 
has  ever  since  been  his  home,  he  took  up  the 
work  of  a carriage  trimmer  for  the  Cortland 
Wagon  Co.,  and  before  long  was  taking  con- 
tracts in  this  line  of  work,  and  showed  his 
business  sagacity  by  amassing  considerable 
capital.  In  1880,  with  Mr.  M.  E.  Holton,  as 
Holton  & Corcoran,  he  bought  out  H.  C. 
Harrington,  and  the  firm  as  constituted  above 
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became  the  proprietors  of  the  Cortland 
Bottling  Works.  In  1890,  Mr.  Corcoran  se- 
cured entire  control  of  the  establishment, 
and  entered  upon  a career  of  prosperity,  that 
is  highly  flattering  to  his  business  capacity 
and  keen  insight  into  the  needs  of  the  trade. 
He  has  enlarged  and  improved  his  facilities, 
and  built  up  a large  trade  in  the  surrounding 
country  for  his  products,  which  consist  of  all 
kinds  of  carbonated  and  mineral  waters,  to- 
gether with  lager  beer  and  ale.  In  1897,  he 
made  a very  important  addition  to  his  already 
large  establishment  by  adding  a wholesale 
liquor  store.  Two  teams  are  kept  busy  de- 
livering his  goods  about  the  village,  county 
and  even  to  the  surrounding  counties.  The 
bottling  works  and  liquor  store  are  located 
in  F.  B.  Haberley’s  Block  at  37  and  39  Port 
Watson  Street.  As  befits  a man  of  his  stand- 
ing and  worth  in  the  community  he  owns  his 
own  residence  at  No.  13  Maple  Avenue, 
where  he  has,  with  an  eye  to  the  best  per- 
manent results,  indulged  his  tastes  in  making 
a number  of  important  improvements,  among 
which  is  a new  barn,  that  is  a model  of  con- 
venience and  general  neat  appearance.  Mr. 
Corcoran’s  portrait  appears  on  a preceding 
page. 

1 m « 

TriUSTACE  C.  PARKER,  for  many  years 
I justice  of  the  peace  of  McGraw- 

ville,  is  a son  of  Artemas  and  Sybil  (Spauld- 
ing) Parker,  and  was  born  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  in  the  year  1835. 

Artemas  Parker,  his  father,  was  a native  of 
Barre,  Mass.,  and  received  his  educational 


training  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
village.  He  then  carried  on  farming  in  the 
town  of  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  in  addition  to 
which  he  was  interested  in  the  lime  business. 
He  was  a Whig,  and  a man  who  held  very 
decided  views.  He  was  a life-long  Christian 
and  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  held  office  for  many  years.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sybil  Spauld- 
ing, and  reared  a family  of  twelve  children  : 
Artemas  ; Sybil ; Mercy  Mason  (Byam),  de- 
ceased ; Nancy  (Abbott),  deceased;  Fanny 
(Wood),  deceased;  Harriet  (Brown),  deceased; 
Henry,  deceased;  Timothy  Morse,  deceased; 
Eustace  C.;  Rhodolpho,  deceased ; Mary, 
deceased;  and  Lydia  E.  F.  (Wood),  deceas- 
ed. Artemas  Parker  died  in  1864,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1867,  three  years  later. 

Eustace  C.  Parker  spent  the  early  years  of 
his  life  at  work  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and 
then  learned  the  trade  of  a mason,  at  which 
he  worked  for  thirty-one  years  in  the  States  of 
Illinois  and  New  York.  He  located  in  Mar- 
athon, this  county,  in  1868,  and  lived  there 
three  years,  coming  thence  to  McGrawville, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  served  as  a pri- 
vate through  the  Civil  War  in  Co.  G.,  23d 
Reg.  111.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  is  a member  of  Tarble 
Post,  G.  A.  R.  of  McGrawville,  no  one  taking 
more  enjoyment  in  the  camp-fires  than  he. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  gives  liberally  to  the  cause,  no  work 
being  considered  burdensome  that  promotes 
the  welfare  of  the  church.  Mr.  Parker  sup- 
plemented a common  school  education  with 
a general  practical  knowledge,  gained  in  his 
contact  with  the  world  ; he  possesses  a bright 
intellect  and  exhibits  a keen  foresight,  which 
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no  doubt  places  him  in  the  list  of  the  coun- 
ty’s most  prominent  and  influential  men. 

In  1863  Mr.  Parker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Aryette  B.  Hotchkiss  of  Hamilton,  Han- 
cock County,  111 , by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Stanton  A.,  who  is  a Pres- 
byterian minister  of  Omaha,  Neb.;  Fred  A., 
who  is  now  engaged  as  a traveling  salesman 
for  the  Cortland  Beef  Co.,  making  his  home 
at  Collingwood,  N.  Y.;  Anna,  the  youngest 
child,  died  when  twenty  months  old.  Mrs. 
Parker  died  March  31,  1888.  Mr.  Parker  took 
for  his  second  wife  Janette  Ford,  a native  of 
Berkshire,  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  a 
Republican,  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  his  party.  In  1885  he  was 
chosen  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  McGraw- 
ville,  which  office  he  has  held  continuously 
since,  and  has  given  universal  satisfaction. 
It  has  been  his  aim  to  temper  justice  with 
mercy,  and  his  ideas  have  proved  to  be  right, 
as  many  an  offender  against  the  law  has  been 
led,  under  his  kindly  advice,  to  walk  in  a 
straighter  path,  while  the  hardened  criminal 
is  made  to  suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  his 
crimes.  Mr.  Parker  is  a gentleman  of  the 
highest  traits  of  character,  and  numbers  his 
friends  by  the  hundreds. 


AMES  S.  BURGESS  of  Marathon  is 
proprietor  of  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive saw  and  planing  mills  in  Cort- 
land County,  and  is  of  the  number  of  solid 
and  substantial  business  men  of  his  home 
village.  Flis  business  career  has  been  built 
up  on  an  industry  that  has  come  to  him  as 


a direct  heritage  from  his  father  and  grand- 
father, both  of  whom  in  their  New  England 
places  of  residence  and  in  their  adopted  Cen- 
tral New  York  home  have  left  honored 
names  as  skilled  workers  in  wood.  Mr.  Bur- 
gess’ father,  Lewis  A.  Burgess,  came  from 
Litchfield,  Conn.  He  worked  all  his  life  at 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  together 
with  the  trade  of  millwright.  He  and 
several  of  his  brothers  were  most  excellent 
and  progressive  craftsmen  in  those  lines,  and 
did  much  in  the  early  days  of  this  section 
to  show  the  people  how  to  build  thoroughly 
and  well.  Much  of  Lewis  Burgess’  work 
stands  to  this  day  an  eloquent  monument  to 
his  genius.  He  married  Catherine  S.  Squires, 
and  their  children  numbered  seven,  namely: 
James  S.,  our  subject;  Henry  W.,  deceased; 
Augustus  L.,  deceased;  Ann  Frances,  widow 
of  Albert  Smith  ; George  R.,  a resident  of 
Marathon;  Edwin  B.,  who  lives  in  Mara- 
thon, engaged  in  farming;  and  Winfield 
Scott,  a well-known  painter  of  Marathon. 
Politically,  Mr.  Burgess  affiliated  with  the 
Whig,  and  later  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  a man  of  worth  and  most  excellent 
standing  in  the  community,  and  held  for  a 
number  of  years  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace. 

James  S.  Burgess,  the  eldest  son  and  the 
subject  of  this  biography,  came  into  the 
world  at  Marathon,  February  24,  1834.  He 
completed  his  schooling  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  began  lumbering  on  what  is  now 
the  site  of  his  saw  and  planing  mills.  His 
father  at  that  time  owned  and  operated  the 
mill,  and  turned  out  most  of  the  stock,  which 
he  utilized  in  his  building  operations.  There 
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the  son  remained  until  his  father’s  death, 
when  he  took  charge  of  affairs  for  himself. 
Being  raised  in  the  business,  he  is  personally 
familiar  with  every  least  detail,  and  the  suc- 
cess which  he  has  experienced  is  founded 
upon  his  thorough  and  practical  acquaintance 
with  all  the  things  required  in  his  line.  In 
1876,  Mr.  Burgess  rebuilt  the  mill  to  accom- 
modate the  extraordinary  growth  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  business,  and  it  is  now  the 
representative  mill  in  its  class  of  this  region. 
He  furnishes  power  for  the  Marathon  Elec- 
tric Light  System.  In  addition  to  his  mill- 
ing interests,  Mr.  Burgess  owns  a farm  of 
fifty  acres  in  the  town  of  Marathon,  which  is 
a most  desirable  and  well  managed  piece  of 
property.  Along  social  lines,  Mr.  Burgess  is 
very  well  known  and  popular.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a member  of  the  Marathon  Lodge,  No. 
167,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also  of  the  Rebecca 
Lodge.  He  is  a busy  man  in  civil  life,  being 
one  of  the  mainstays  of  the  Marathon  Fire 
Department,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  chief  for  several  years,  and  to 
which  he  has  belonged  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years.  On  December  9,  1897,  Mr.  Burgess 
was  joined  in  the  holy  bands  of  matrimony 
with  Mrs.  Lillie  K.  Smith,  daughter  of  Ezra 
S.  Barden  of  Richford,  Tioga  County,  N.  Y. 


ERRY  O’LEARY,  one  of  the  success- 
ful farmers  of  Cortland  County,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Tralee,  County 
Kerry,  Ireland,  in  1837.  He  is  a son  of 
Timothy  and  Margaret  (Galvin)  O’Leary. 
Timothy  O’Leary  was  born  in  Tralee,  Ire- 


land, and  was  married  to  Margaret  Galvin, 
also  a native  of  the  same  place.  He  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  1848,  when  he 
moved  to  this  country,  bringing  his  family 
with  him.  He  settled  in  New  Milford,  Pa., 
where  he  became  engaged  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  main  line  of  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R. 
He  then  moved  to  Cortland,  to  assist  in  the 
building  of  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.  from  Bing- 
hamton to  Syracuse.  After  the  completion 
of  this  line,  he  left  the  railroad  business  to 
again  engage  in  farming.  He  bought  a farm 
on  Owego  Street,  upon  which  he  lived  until 
misfortune,  in  the  form  of  fire,  overtook  him  ; 
his  home  was  complete^  destroyed  by  fire. 
He  then  bought  another  home  on  Tompkins 
Street,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy- 
eight  ; his  wife  also  reached  the  same  age. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Leary’s  union  was  blessed 
with  the  following  children  : Michael ; 

Jerry;  Catherine,  who  became  the  wife  of 
J.  Conway;  Henora,  who  married  T.  Hamil- 
ton; John,  who  is  now  deceased  ; and  Mary. 

The  first  work  done  by  our  subject  was  to 
carry  water  for  the  men  working  on  the  rail- 
road, when  his  father  was  situated  at  New 
Milford.  After  his  father  moved  to  Cort- 
land he  learned  the  wagon-making  trade. 
As  he  did  not  like  this  vocation,  he  soon 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He  bought 
a portion  of  the  Jarvis  Hotchkiss  farm  of 
thirty  acres,  which  he  still  owns.  In  1870, 
he  built  a new  house  and  improved  the  land, 
until  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.  Not  being  satisfied,  however,  until 
he  had  the  best,  he  rebuilt  his  house  in  1893 
and  now  has  a large  and  handsome  home. 


LYMAN  ADAMS. 
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Mr.  O’Leary  has  also  been  engaged  in  rail- 
road work,  and  was  foreman  under  H.  P. 
Goodrich  on  the  line  of  railroad  built  be- 
tween Cortland  and  Ithaca. 

He  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Dewyer,  and  four  children  have  been 
Dorn  to  them  : Susan,  who  married  J.  Cow- 

ley ; William  Emmet;  Emiline,  who  is  now 
attending  school ; and  Maud,  who  is  also 
attending  school.  Mr.  O’Leary  has  been 
very  successful  in  life,  and  by  his  honest 
method  in  doing  business,  has  won  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him.  In  politics,  he 
is  a stanch  Republican.  Religiously,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


Yp)YMAN  ADAMS,  cashier  of  the  First 
IjT  National  Bank  of  Marathon,  and  an 
J w'  old  and  respected  citizen  of  that 
village,  whose  business  interests  place  him 
among  the  most  prominent  men  of  the 
county,  was  born  October  31,  1825,  in  the 
town  of  Marathon,  about  one  and  one-fourth 
miles  south  of  the  village,  where  he  now 
lives.  His  parents  were  Moses  and  Ann 
(Lockwood)  Adams,  and  he  traces  his  ances- 
try through  eight  generations  to  Henry 
Adams  of  Braintree,  now  Quincy,  Mass. 

This  ancestor  of  our  subject  settled  in  the 
vicinity  of  Braintree,  Mass.,  in  1634,  only  four- 
teen years  after  the  Mayflower  landed  on 
that  “stern  and  rock-bound  coast.”  His  de- 
scendants in  a direct  line  to  Lyman  Adams, 
whose  history  claims  our  attention,  were  as 
follows:  Edward,  eighth  son,  born  in  1630, 

settled  in  Medfield,  Mass.;  Henry,  born  in 


1 663,  settled  at  Canterbury,  Conn.,  and  died 
in  1747;  Joseph,  born  in  1706,  settled  at  New 
Marlboro  ; Moses,  born  in  1748,  was  a soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  and  died  at  Valley  Forge 
in  1778  ; Moses,  born  about  1771,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject ; and  Moses,  the  father 
of  Lyman. 

Moses  Adams,  Sr.,  the  grandfather,  was 
born  in  the  vicinity  of  Lenox,  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.,  but  about  1S00  removed  to 
what  is  now  Lisle,  Broome  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  for  a time  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits.  In  that  county,  in  the  year 
1802,  occurred  the  birth  of  Moses  Adams, 
Jr.  The  last-named,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  “bound  out  ” at  the  age  of  eight 
years,  and  lived  with  his  guardian  with  the 
exception  of  a few  years  until  that  gentle- 
man’s death,  although  the  period  of  his  bond- 
age expired  some  years  prior  to  the  death  of 
the  man  who  had  reared  him  from  childhood. 
When  his  benefactor  died,  Moses  Adams  was 
willed  the  farm,  all  the  farming  utensils,  and 
one-half  of  the  stock  on  the  estate.  Until 
1861,  our  subject’s  father  continued  to  follow 
agricultural  pursuits  on  this  farm,  and  then 
removed  to  the  town  of  Marathon,  where  he 
died  January  21,  1890.  He  was  originally  an 
adherent  of  the  Whig  party,  but  upon  its  dis- 
ruption, he  became  a Republican,  and  ever 
afterward  evinced  a lively  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  latter  organization.  He  served  as 
assessor  and  supervisor  of  his  town  a num- 
ber of  years.  His  marriage  with  Ann  Lock- 
wood,  daughter  of  Moses  Lockwood,  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  bo)7S  and  three  girls, 
namely  : Lyman,  the  subject  of  this  writing ; 
Mary  Ann,  the  widow  of  Charles  Brink,  re- 
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sides  in  Marathon  ; Evaline  resides  in  Cort- 
land— she  married  Benjamin  B.  Woodworth, 
now  deceased ; Carlos  C.  of  Marathon  ; 
Helen,  the  wife  of  E.  D.  Robie,  a retired 
United  States  naval  engineer,  who  resides  in 
Washington,  D.  C.;  John  Q.;  and  Walter  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Lyman  Adams  received  a common  school 
education  in  the  town  of  Lisle,  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty-two  years 
of  age.  He  then  taught  school  for  three 
months,  and  went  into  a store  in  Broome 
County  as  a clerk,  remaining  in  clerical  posi- 
tions in  Broome  County  about  ten  months. 
In  1849,  he  came  to  Marathon,  and  clerked 
about  five  years.  In  October,  1853,  he  went 
into  a general  mercantile  business  with  R.  P. 
Burhaus,  which  partnership  continued  about 
one  year,  when  Anson  Peck’s  name  was  added 
to  the  firm  ; this  arrangement  was  satisfac- 
tory for  about  two  years,  when  Mr.  Burhaus 
went  out  of  business,  after  which  the  busi- 
ness was  conducted  under  the  firm  name 
of  Peck  & Adams,  each  partner  owning  a 
one-half  interest  in  the  concern.  In  i860, 
James  H.  Tripp  was  taken  into  the  firm,  the 
firm  name  being  changed  to  Peck,  Adams  & 
Tripp.  After  a short  time,  the  partners 
closed  out  the  business,  and  dissolved  the 
partnership,  Mr.  Adams  accepting  a position 
in  a bank  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  After  a 
year’s  residence  in  that  town,  our  subject  and 
Mr.  Tripp,  who  had  also  been  employed  in 
the  same  bank  in  Canandaigua,  returned  to 
Marathon,  and  leased  the  old  store  room, 
where  they  conducted  a mercantile  business 
until  1883,  when  they  closed  out  the  business. 


Prior  to  1883,  they  had  jointly  conducted  a 
private  banking  business  with  very  flattering 
success.  It  became  apparent  at  this  time  to 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Tripp,  that  the  growth 
and  development  of  Marathon  warranted  a 
banking  institution  that  was  larger  in  scope. 
They  accordingly  set  about  organizing  a 
bank,  and  merged  their  own  banking  business 
in  the  new  institution.  In  1884,  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Marathon  started  in  its 
career,  with  Mr.  Tripp  as  its  president,  and 
Mr.  Adams  as  its  cashier,  which  officers  still 
continue  to  hold  the  same  positions.  Mr. 
Adams  has  distinguished  himself  in  business 
as  a shrewd,  practical,  and  conservative  man, 
whose  judgment  has  not  failed  him  at  critical 
moments.  His  record  has  been  honorable, 
his  word  as  good  as  gold,  and  his  integrity 
unquestioned.  He  has  ever  been  quick  to 
see  the  main  chance  in  business,  and  has  ac- 
cumulated a handsome  competency  by  the 
most  open  methods.  Mr.  Adams  is  a Repub- 
lican in  his  politics,  but  has  given  little  more 
attention  to  matters  of  that  import  than  the 
average  man,  who  thinks  more  of  his  busi- 
ness than  a doubtful  career  in  office.  He  has 
served  as  supervisor  of  the  town  for  two 
years. 

Mr.  Adams  married  as  his  first  wife  Ruth 
Squires,  a daughter  of  William  Squires  of 
Marathon,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Edgar 
L.,  the  proprietor  and  publisher  of  the  Mara- 
thon Independent,  of  whom  more  is  given  a 
little  farther  along.  Mr.  Adams’  second  wife 
was  Louisa  M.  Denton,  a daughter  of  William 
L.  Denton,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Augusta  D. 

Edgar  L.  Adams  was  born  April  27,  1857, 
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in  the  village  of  Marathon,  and  in  the  schools 
of  the  village  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation. The  Marathon  Independent  was 
established  in  July,  1870,  and  in  April,  1871, 
Mr.  Adams  entered  the  office  to  learn  what 
there  was  to  learn  of  the  newspaper  business, 
remaining  there  one  year.  While  in  the 
newspaper  office,  he  came  to  realize  his  de- 
ficiency in  the  matter  of  an  education,  and  so 
for  a year  and  a half  he  assiduously  attended 
school,  and  labored  earnestly  to  improve  him- 
self. In  the  fall  of  1872,  desiring  some  sort 
of  employment,  he  became  a clerk  in  the 
store,  that  was  kept  by  his  father  and  Mr. 
Tripp;  the  work,  however,  proving  uncon- 
genial to  him,  he  in  1874  returned  to  the 
office  of  the  Independent,  and  worked  on 
that  paper  until  April,  1876,  when  he  entered 
the  employ  of  B.  B.  Jones  of  Cortland,  this 
county,  his  intention  being  to  become  local 
editor  of  the  Democrat,  but  in  June  of  that 
year,  he  returned  to  Marathon  and  took 
charge  of  the  Independent,  the  proprietor, 
Wallace  Kelley,  failing  in  health.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1876,  the  paper  was  sold,  and  Mr.  Adams 
was  employed  as  editor  of  the  paper  by  the 
proprietors,  Messrs.  Brooks  & Day,  until 
May  1,  1878,  when  he  purchased  the  interests 
of  Mr.  Day,  and  the  firm  continued  as  Brooks 
& Adams  one  year,  when  Mr.  Adams  bought 
Mr.  Brooks’  interests,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a short  period,  has  been  editor  and 
proprietor  ever  since.  For  a time  he  was 
connected  with  the  Sunday  Times  of  Syra- 
cuse, having  leased  the  Independent  from 
1880  to  1885.  Mr.  Adams  did  considerable 
humorous  paragraphic  work;  in  this  con- 
nection we  note  the  review  given  him  by 


Brick  Pomeroy,  editor  of  Pomeroy’s  Demo- 
crat, in  an  article,  entitled  “ The  Humorous 
Writers  of  America.”  Mr.  Pomeroy  goes  on 
to  review  Bill  Nye,  Eugene  Field,  C.  B. 
Lewis  of  the  Detroit  Free  Press,  Alex.  E. 
Sweet  of  Texas  Siftings,  Sam  Small,  A.  M. 
Griswold,  and  of  Mr.  Adams  says,  “The 
Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Independent  is  another 
paper,  whose  editor  has  brains,  sense,  wit  and 
ambition.  Ed.  L.  Adams  is  its  editor,  and  he 
is  fast  making  his  paper  noted  in  causing 
people  to  inquire  as  to  the  size  and  where- 
abouts of  Marathon.  His  paper  is  largely 
quoted,  as  its  paragraphs  are  unusually 
pointed,  witty  and  close-fitting.  Almost  any 
man  can  write  a long  article,  but  it  takes  a 
good  man  to  let  go,  when  he  has  said 
enough.” 

In  addition  to  his  newspaper  interests,  Mr. 
Ed.  L.  Adams  is  closely  connected  with  Mar- 
athon’s progress  and  prosperity  in  other 
ways.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Marathon.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Climax  Road  Machine 
Company,  was  for  three  years  its  vice-presi- 
dent, and  still  holds  a good-sized  block  of  the 
company’s  stock.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his 
political  preferences,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  town  and  county  politics.  He  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  Democratic  County  Com- 
mittee, and  in  1895  was  the  nominee  of  his 
party  for  the  Assembly.  He  was  president 
of  the  village  of  Marathon  in  1894  and  1895. 
He  frequently  represents  his  district  in  con- 
ventions, and  is  very  influential  throughout 
the  county  in  a political  way.  He  was  a 
member  and  secretary  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation of  Marathon  for  six  years.  He  is  a 
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member  of  Thermopylae  Lodge,  No.  438,  F. 
& A.  M.,  of  Marathon,  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber and  president  for  three  years  of  the 
Marathon  Hose  Company.  He  was  united 
in  marriage,  May  13,  1879,  to  Ella  V.  Court- 
ney, and  they  have  a very  pleasant  home, 
which  is  the  gathering-place  for  a large  circle 
of  warm  friends. 

As  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Cortland 
County,  representing  large  financial  and  com- 
mercial interests,  Lyman  Adams  is  entitled  to 
the  fullest  recognition  in  this  Book  of  Biog- 
raphies, and  we  accordingly  present  on  a 
preceding  page  his  portrait,  executed  from  a 
recent  photograph. 


AVID  C.  BEERS,  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Beers  & War- 
field,  general  contractors  in  build- 
ing and  masonry  construction,  and  dealers  in 
all  kinds  of  mason’s  supplies  and  materials, 
and  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
Cortland,  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Mehitable 
(Winters)  Beers,  and  was  born  December 
21,  1844. 

His  father,  Joseph  Beers,  was  a native  of 
Orange  County,  this  state,  whose  education 
was  gained  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
county,  He  learned  the  trade  of  a mason 
and  worked  at  it  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  came  to  Cortland  County,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming,  at  the  same  time 
working  at  his  trade.  He  was  a Democrat 
until  after  the  war,  at  which  time  he  changed 
his  political  affiliations,  for  the  Democratic 
party  no  longer,  according  to  his  views,  rep- 


resented the  politics  best  suited  to  the  needs 
of  the  country,  so  he  joined  the  Republican 
forces,  as  did  hundreds  of  others  at  the  same 
time.  He  was  married  to  Mehitable  Win- 
ters, and  a large  family  of  children  was 
given  them,  as  follows:  John  D.,  deceased; 
Mary,  deceased  ; Jonas;  Henrietta;  Almira; 
David  C.;  Charles  F.;  and  Henry  J. 

David  C.  Beers  was  also  educated  in  the 
public  schools  in  his  younger  days,  and  help- 
ed his  father  cultivate  his  farm  until  eighteen 
years  of  age;  the  Civil  War  was  then  looming 
up  in  terrific  proportions,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  many  to  answer  the  Union’s  call  for  help. 
He  enlisted  in  Co.  A.,  76th  Reg.,  N.  Y.  Vol. 
Inf.  The  company  recruited  in  Cortland,  and 
marched  to  the  front,  taking  part  in  numerous 
engagements,  Mr.  Beers  receiving  his  share 
of  wounds.  The  first  action  in  which  he  was 
engaged  was  at  Cedar  Mountain,  then  fol- 
lowed the  battles  of  Rappahannock  Station  ; 
Sulpher  Springs;  Bull’s  Run;  Chancellors- 
ville,  where  he  was  wounded  ; and  Gettys- 
burg, where  he  was  again  wounded.  This 
ended  his  active  service  in  the  army,  and  he 
turned  his  thoughts  to  more  peaceful  pur- 
suits, learning  the  trade  at  which  his  father 
had  worked  so  long  and  successfully,  that  of 
a mason.  He  has  followed  his  trade  since, 
is  an  extensive  contractor  and  builder  and 
also  handles  mason’s  supplies.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  that  business  for  the  past  twenty- 
four  years,  does  a very  large  business,  and  is 
well  known  throughout  the  whole  county. 
In  1887  the  work  became  so  brisk  that  it 
proved  to  be  more  than  one  man  could  well 
attend  to,  and  he  took  as  a partner  Mr. 
Elbert  J.  Warfield,  whose  sketch  appears 
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elsewhere,  and  they  have  since  contracted 
and  transacted  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Beers  & Warfield.  Mr.  Beers  is  an  indus- 
trious, hardworking  man,  who  has  put  forth 
every  energy  to  make  his  work  satisfactory 
in  every  way,  and  deserves  the  high  esteem 
and  confidence  in  which  he  is  regarded.  He 
is  a Republican,  and  has  served  one  term  as 
trustee  of  Cortland  village,  but  has  never 
been  very  active  in  politics,  preferring  to 
leave  that  field  to  those  whose  time  was  not 
completely  taken  up  with  business  affairs. 
He  is  a member  of  Grover  Post  No.  98,  G. 
A.  R.  of  Cortland,  and  always  has  a cordial 
greeting  for  an  old  comrade.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  August  16,  1869,  with  Helen  M. 
Wadsworth  of  Cortland,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  five  children : Carrie,  deceased  ; 
Gertrude,  deceased;  Harry  E.;  Willie;  and 
Lena.  Mr.  Beers  is  a self-made  man  ; having 
learned  self-reliance  and  habits  of  industry  in 
his  youth,  he  was  not  slow  to  make  the  best 
of  every  opportunity  offered,  and  has  won 
his  way  to  an  enviable  position,  being  now 
possessed  of  a comfortable  fortune  and  es- 
teemed for  his  many  excellent  traits  and  his 
well  known  rectitude  of  character. 


^IDWARD  ALLEY,  cashier  of  the  First 
JLi  National  Bank  of  Cortland,  and  a 
young  man  of  sterling  quality,  is  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Frances  (Stoyell)  Alley,  and  was 
born  February  24,  1864,  in  Moravia,  N.  Y. 
The  family  is  of  French  antecedents. 

William  Alley,  the  grandfather,  attended 
11* 


the  public  school  in  his  boyhood  and  then 
learned  the  trade  of  a cooper,  which  he  fol- 
lowed all  his  life  at  Moravia,  N.  Y.  His 
children  were:  Morris;  Alfred;  Edgar; 

Mary,  now  Mrs.  Adams;  Lucinda  (Cuy- 
kendall) ; Phoebe,  now  Mrs.  Tubbs;  and 
Joseph,  the  father  of  this  subject,  who  was 
born  in  Moravia,  this  state,  in  1832.  Joseph 
Alley  was  well  educated,  and  is  an  intelli- 
gent, well  informed  man.  His  primary  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  common  schools, 
and  was  still  further  increased  by  attendance 
at  the  Moravia  Academy.  After  leaving 
school  he  went  on  a western  trip,  which  ex- 
tended as  far  as  Cedar  Rapids,  la.;  he  re- 
mained there  until  1853,  when  he  returned  to 
New  York  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Mo- 
ravia, an  occupation  he  has  followed  ever 
since.  He  is  at  present  at  Groton,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  quite  suc- 
cessfully operating  the  farm  owned  by  him, 
upon  which  he  resides.  In  politics  he  is  in 
sympathy  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
he  has  never  allowed  himself  to  be  drawn 
into  the  circle  of  office  seekers.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Moravia,  and  has  taken  a great  interest 
and  an  active  part  in  all  the  affairs  of  that 
organization.  He  was  married  to  Frances 
Stoyell,  who  still  lives  to  cheer  his  declining 
years,  after  rearing  four  children ; Stoyell ; 
May  (Mrs.  Aaron  Whitman) ; Louise  ; and 
Edward. 

Edward  Alley  showed  a great  aptitude  for 
learning,  and  after  leaving  the  common 
schools  entered  the  Moravia  High  School, 
where  he  applied  himself  diligently  to  his 
books.  When  his  school  days  were  over  he 
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worked  for  his  father,  both  on  the  farm  and 
in  the  mill,  until  October  2,  1883,  when  he 
entered  the  National  Bank  of  Moravia  as 
bookkeeper,  remaining  there  for  six  months, 
when  he  accepted  a position  with  the  Mo- 
ravia Boot  and  Shoe  Co.  In  the  spring  of 
1884,  he  secured  a position  with  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Cortland,  and  on  the  14th 
of  May  began  his  duties  as  bookkeeper  in  that 
institution,  which  post  he  held  until  January 
1,  1889,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  trusted 
position  of  cashier,  which  he  still  occupies. 
He  is  a Republican,  and  was  chosen  by  his 
party  as  treasurer  of  Cortland  village  for 
two  years. 

Mr.  Alley  married  Miss  Elizabeth  New- 
kirk, a daughter  of  William  S.  Newkirk, 
September  7,  1886.  They  have  one  child, 
Frances.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alley  are  attendants 
of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  they 
are  consistent  and  active  working  members, 
and  of  which  he  is  also  an  officer.  He  is  a 
man  of  pleasing  address  and  frank  disposi- 
tion, and  has  made  many  warm  friends  since 
coming  to  this  county. 


-r^NELSON  P.  WALWORTH,  one  of  the 
I most  substantial  and  well-to-do  farm- 

V,  - ers  of  Cortland  County,  residing 
in  the  town  of  Cortlandville,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnatus,  this  county,  April  6, 
1828,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Percy 
(Wells)  Walworth,  who  came  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut  and  settled  near  Oxford, 
Chenango  County.  They  afterwards  moved 
to  Cincinnatus,  and  then  moved  to  Cortland 


village,  having  resided  in  Cincinnatus  two 
years.  Our  subject’s  mother  died  at  an  early 
age,  leaving  the  following  children : Electa  ; 
Denison;  Adaline ; Rodolphus ; Nelson  P., 
our  subject;  Henry  ; and  Lucy.  Of  the 
above  Nelson  P.  and  Lucy  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors. Daniel  Walworth  married  as  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  Delia  Richardson,  but  the 
union  was  unproductive  of  children.  He 
died  in  1859,  aged  fifty-nine  years. 

Nelson  P.  Walworth  assisted  his  father  in 
carrying  on  the  farming  operations  on  the 
home  place,  and  the  experience  thus  gained 
proved  invaluable  to  him  when  he  undertook 
to  support  himself  independently  at  the  same 
occupation.  For  his  first  home  he  bought 
the  Water  place,  located  near  Cortland  vil- 
lage, and  there  he  was  engrossed  in  farming 
for  four  years.  He  then  sold  the  property 
and  moved  to  Lime  Hollow,  and  bought  the 
Crandall  farm,  where  for  four  years  he  car- 
ried on  farming  and  marl  lime  making,  en- 
gaging in  the  latter  business  very  extensively. 
He  then  purchased  his  present  estate,  at  that 
time  known  as  the  Holt  farm,  located  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town.  Mr.  Walworth 
has  been  active  and  energetic  in  performing 
the  thousand  and  one  little  things  about  the 
farm,  which  when  taken  together  mean  so 
much  both  as  regards  the  appearance  of  the 
place  and  its  economical  and  logical  opera- 
tion. The  buildings  and  farm  structures  are 
always  in  the  best  of  repair,  and  give  evi- 
dence of  thoughtful  and  well  considered  la- 
bors on  the  part  of  the  owner.  A quantity 
of  fruit  trees  has  been  set  out  from  time  to 
time,  that  yield  the  most  luscious  fruit.  Mr. 
Walworth  is  classed  among  the  model  and 
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progressive  farmers  of  the  town,  and  who 
shall  say  that  this  distinction  is  unmerited? 
He  is  a moral,  law-abiding  citizen,  whose  in- 
fluence is  at  all  times  thrown  on  the  side  of 
those  measures  that  will  most  benefit  the 
town.  His  early  political  views  allied  him 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  is  no  ene- 
my to  progress,  so  it  seems  natural  to  see 
him  supporting  the  Prohibition  party. 

Mr.  Walworth  married  Miss  Clarissa  Pike, 
daughter  of  Jesse  Pike  of  Chenango  County, 
but  later  a resident  of  Cortland,  and  to  them 
three  children  were  born  : Florence  Augusta, 
who  on  October  3,  1876,  married  F.  H.  Cobb, 
a well  known  business  man  of  Cortland  vil- 
lage, and  dealer  in  tobacco,  confectionery  and 
fruit ; Luella,  who  lives  at  home  ; and  Addie 
F.,  who  married  Asa  Starr  of  the  town  of 
Cortlandville.  The  family  are  faithful  mem- 
bers and  attendants  upon  divine  worship  at 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Cortland. 


"ipv  AVID  FOX,  a farmer  and  dairyman 
I yj  of  the  town  of  Preble,  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  is  a son  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Gutches)  Fox.  He  was  born  in 
Preble,  September  26,  1853. 

Joseph  Fox  was  of  Irish  birth  and  parent- 
age. At  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  1852,  he  left 
the  Emerald  Isle  to  seek  a home  in  the  New 
World.  He  settled  near  East  Homer  P.  O., 
in  the  town  of  Homer,  and  died  there  on  his 
farm  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  All 
his  life  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a farm- 
er. He  was  a stanch  and  ardent  Democrat; 


being  a great  reader  of  political  and  general 
topics,  he  kept  himself  well  posted  on  all 
subjects  of  the  day.  He  was  also  a good 
student  in  United  States  history  and  general 
literature.  His  wife  died  in  1892,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years.  They  were  both  devout 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Four  children  belonged  in  the  family  circle. 
They  were  as  follows;  Charles,  deceased; 
David;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Austin  Wright  of 
Little  York,  Cortland  County;  and  John,  a 
farmer  of  Preble. 

David  Fox,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  and  educated  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  has  followed  farming  all  his  life ; this  is  a 
field  of  labor  which  is  more  congenial  to  his 
tastes,  and  one  which  has  afforded  him  better 
opportunities  than  any  trade  he  could 
choose.  He  has  been  a successful  operator. 
Dairying  has  received  his  special  attention. 
He  owns  a nice  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  acres.  Mr.  Fox  was  married,  in 
1874,  to  Joanna  Daley  of  Preble.  The  rec- 
ord of  their  family  is  as  follows:  John  ; Cor- 
nelius, deceased  ; William  ; Lester;  Franklin; 
Mamie  ; Kittie  ; and  Anna.  Our  subject  is  a 
strong  Democrat,  and  has  served  his  town 
in  an  official  capacity  as  tax  collector  and 
assessor. 


Yj^\EV.  JOHN  J.  McLOGHLIN,  the 
I beloved  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  Catho- 

lie  Church  of  Cortland,  whose  por- 
trait appears  on  the  opposite  page,  has  not 
only  most  ably  ministered  to  the  spiritual 
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needs  of  his  most  important  parish,  but  he 
has  also  enlarged  his  congregation,  extended 
and  rebuilt  his  church  edifice,  and  erected  a 
commodious  pastoral  residence.  Both  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen  and  as  a representative 
of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  he  has  won 
great  prestige  and  cordial  popularity  in  and 
about  the  section  entrusted  to  his  care  and 
supervision. 

John  J.  McLoghlin  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  on  that  well  beloved  green  isle  of  the  sea, 
Ireland,  in  1856.  He  was  given  an  extremely 
careful  preparation  for  the  priesthood,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  College  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception  at  Summer  Hill,  Ath- 
lone,  in  1877.  Coming  to  the  United  States, 
he  entered  the  University  of  Niagara,  where 
he  passed  his  examinations  in  philosophy  in 
October,  and  was  ordained  a priest  of  the 
church  December  27,  1881,  at  the  Cathedral 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.  The  Rt.  Rev.  Francis  McNierny, 
D.  D.,  Bishop  of  Albany,  officiated  at  this 
solemn  function.  Father  McLoghlin's  first 
parish  was  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
helped  to  direct  the  affairs  of  St.  Mary’s 
Catholic  Church.  When  the  Rev.  Thomas 
McLoghlin,  who  had  for  some  time  been  the 
assistant  at  St.  Mary’s  in  Cortland,  was 
assigned  to  the  charge  at  Philmont,  Colum- 
bia County,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
appointed  his  successor.  Father  McLoghlin 
came  to  Cortland  as  the  assistant  of  the 
Very  Rev.  B.  F.  McLoghlin,  who  was  his 
uncle  and  dean  of  Cortland.  Father  Mc- 
Loghlin, Sr.,  laid  aside  earthly  duties  and 
was  called  to  his  Master  November  21,  1888. 
Shortly  after  his  uncle’s  demise,  the  subject 


of  this  article  was  made  the  regular  pastor 
of  the  church. 

The  first  Catholic  Church  in  Cortland  was 
erected  in  1855,  the  Rev.  Father  Callen  being 
then  pastor.  It  was  a wooden  structure, 
located  on  Port  Watson  St.  About  this  time 
Cortland  began  to  grow,  and  the  little 
church  more  than  held  its  own  with  the 
rapid  increase  in  population.  In  1868  a site 
was  purchased,  and  a handsome  brick 
church  began  to  rear  its  walls  to  the  bright 
sky.  Father  B.  F.  McLoghlin  was  at  the 
head  then,  and  it  was  primarily  due  to  his 
efforts  that  in  1878  St.  Mary’s  Church  was 
completed.  Still  the  parish  grew  and  thrived, 
so  that  in  1888  a large  addition  had  to  be 
made  to  the  edifice,  and  the  tower  was 
erected. 

The  church  as  it  stands  to-day  will  seat 
920  communicants,  and  is  the  church  home 
for  over  2,000  souls.  The  church  has  a most 
beautiful  altar,  and  in  1896  a magnificent  pipe 
organ  was  built  in.  The  parochial  residence 
was  erected  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  Father  McLoghlin,  and  is  built  of  pressed 
brick,  and  equipped  with  all  the  necessary 
modern  conveniences.  Its  surroundings  are 
especially  tasty  and  well  arranged.  A new 
cemetery  was  purchased  and  consecrated 
October  25,  1891,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  P.  A. 
Ludden  of  Syracuse.  The  societies  that  are 
connected  with  St.  Mary’s  Parish  are  as 
follows:  for  the  ladies  The  Rosary,  The 
Young  Ladies’  Sodality,  and  the  C.  B.  L;  for 
the  gentlemen  are  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  the  A.  O. 
H.,  the  K.  of  C.,  and  Friendly  Sons  of  St. 
Patrick. 

Father  McLoghlin  stands  high  in  the  esti- 
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mation  of  all  classes  and  people  in  his  parish, 
and  he  is  respected  and  looked  up  to  in  the 
councils  ot  the  church  at  large.  At  the  last 
Synod  held  in  Syracuse,  he  was  made  one 
of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Diocese. 


BARNARD  WILLSON  is  a prom- 
. inent  citizen  of  the  village  of  Mar- 
athon, where  he  is  engaged  in  car- 
rying on  a real  estate  business,  and  in 
building  and  repairing  wagons.  He  is  con- 
tract representative  of  the  Commercial  Law- 
yers’ Association  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; the 
Snow-Church  Surety  Co.,  New  York;  and 
The  United  States  Fidelity  and  Guaranty 
Co.,  Baltimore,  Md.  He  is  a son  of  Pliny  A. 
and  Eliza  L.  (Fisk)  Willson,  and  was  born 
November  16,  1856,  in  Cortlandville  town- 
ship, this  county. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Horace 
Willson,  who  was  a native  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  ; he  emigrated  to  the  town  of 
Homer,  Cortland  County,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  that  town.  He  lived  there 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  there  about 
1877.  He  married  Rebecca  D.  Works,  and 
had  a family  of  four  boys  and  four  girls,  as 
follows:  Daniel  B.;  Samantha;  Elizabeth; 
Mary  U.;  Pliny,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Joseph;  Alfred;  and  Lorinda. 

Pliny  Willson  was  born  in  1828  in  the  town 
of  Homer,  where  he  was  reared,  and  where 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza  L.  Fisk, 
daughter  of  David  Fisk,  a Massachusetts 
man,  who  came  to  this  county  near  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century.  Our  subject 


has  in  his  possession  an  old  deed,  dated  1819, 
for  a farm  purchased  by  Mr.  Fisk  in  the  town 
of  Cortland.  Mr.  Fisk  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  organization  at 
Cortland,  and  was  a veritable  pillar  of  the 
church.  His  wife,  Betsey  Loring,  was  a 
sister  of  Asa  Loring,  a prominent  surveyor 
in  the  early  days  of  the  county,  who  ran 
many  of  the  lines  for  the  settlers  of  his  day. 
The  Lorings  were  of  stock  that  figured 
prominently  on  the  American  side  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Our  subject’s  mother 
was  born  in  1826,  and  died  in  i860.  After 
the  father  of  our  subject  married  Miss  Fisk, 
he  settled  down  in  the  town  of  Cortland,  and 
there  resided  until  1876,  when  he  removed 
to  the  town  of  Willet,  Cortland  County. 
Becoming  feeble  and  unable  to  stand  the 
rigors  and  extremes  of  a country  life,  Mr. 
Willson  in  1885  came  to  the  village  of  Mar- 
athon, and  lived  there  until  1888,  which  was 
the  date  of  his  decease.  His  avocations 
were  those  of  a stone  mason,  brick  layer  and 
plasterer,  and  for  a period  of  eleven  years  it 
is  likely  that  he  did  more  in  that  line  of  work 
in  the  village  of  Cortland  than  any  other  man 
of  that  place.  He  offered  himself  for  service 
in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  was  accepted  as  a 
member  of  Co.  E,  157th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf., 
in  1861,  but  was  discharged  a year  later  be- 
cause of  disabilities,  received  while  laboring 
to  defend  his  county.  His  marriage  was  pro- 
ductive of  two  children,  both  of  whom  sur- 
vive him — Byron  E.  and  D.  Barnard,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Byron  E.  was  born 
June  15,  1854,  and  now  lives  in  the  town  of 
Marathon,  where  he  is  following  his  trade  of 
stone  mason  and  brick  layer. 
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Our  subject  completed  his  education,  after 
attending  the  public  schools,  in  the  Cortland 
State  Normal  School,  where  he  commenced 
in  the  training  department,  and  went  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  courses  of  the  aca- 
demical department.  Upon  leaving  school, 
he  opened  a store  in  the  hamlet  of  Willet, 
which  he  conducted  about  two  years,  and 
then  was  engaged  in  farm  work  for  a time. 
He  came  to  Marathon  in  March,  1883,  and 
has  made  that  village  his  home  ever  since. 
His  father  being  a mason,  our  subject  picked 
up  the  same  trade,  and  soon  acquired  a pro- 
ficiency in  that  line  of  work.  He  was  made 
a foreman  in  the  building  of  masonry  in  the 
construction  of  milk  depots  along  the  line  of 
the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.  He  also  put  in  some 
time  in  the  Stockwell  Wagon  Works.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  carrying  on  a very  thriving 
business  in  the  building  and  repairing  of 
wagons.  He  also  deals  in  real  estate,  and 
does  considerable  collecting. 

The  ceremony  that  united  Mr.  Willson  and 
Miss  Phebe  A.  Adams,  daughter  of  John  Q. 
Adams,  was  performed  early  in  the  year  1879. 
They  have  five  children,  namely : Louise, 

born  January  5,  1880;  Clark,  March  10,  1881  ; 
Arlie,  October  23,  1884;  Walter  L.,  February 
12,  1896,  and  Harlan,  June  13,  1897.  Our 
subject  adheres  closely  to  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  exerts  no  small  in- 
fluence in  his  section,  representing  his  town 
as  a delegate  to  county  conventions,  and  also 
as  a conferee  to  senatorial  conferences,  among 
which  may  be  noticed  the  Senatorial  Con- 
vention of  1879,  held  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  In 
1880  he  was  appointed  United  States  Census 
enumerator  for  the  town  of  Willet.  In  1892 


he  was  elected  a justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
town  of  Marathon,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term, 
and  in  1894  was  re-elected  for  a term  of  four 
years.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  sewer 
commission  of  Marathon  for  two  years,  and 
is  the  president  now.  He  is  a member  of  the 
board  of  education  and  is  serving  his  third 
term.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Marathon 
board  of  health.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Peck  Memorial  Library  includes  him 
among  its  members,  and  as  its  secretary.  In 
May,  1896,  Mr.  Willson  organized  a camp  of 
the  Sons  of  Veterans  order  in  Marathon, 
which  was  called  E.  D.  Robie  Camp,  No.  46, 
and  was  its  captain.  Mr.  Willson  is  a man  of 
great  force  and  earnestness  of  character,  and 
the  citizens  of  Marathon  are  indebted  to  him 
in  many  ways,  ior  he  is  public-spirited  and 
generous,  taking  great  pleasure  in  employing 
his  time  and  energies  in  behalf  of  the  town, 
where  he  resides.  He  may  be  always  found 
on  the  side  of  morality  and  good  government. 


K.  BENNETT,  the  leading  merchant 
of  the  town  of  Taylor,  Cortland 

County,  is  a son  of  Ezra,  Jr.,  and 

Mary  L.  (Chapman)  Bennett,  and  was  born 
at  Pitcher,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  July 
28,  1856. 

The  Bennett  family  originally  came  from 
Rhode  Island.  Ezra  Bennett,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared 
in  that  state,  and  lived  out  most  of  his  life 
there,  engaged  in  following  the  pursuits  of 
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agriculture.  The  latter  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  the  towns  of  Taylor  and  Pitcher, 
Cortland  and  Chenango  Counties,  respect- 
ively. He  was  twice  married,  and  became 
the  father  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

His  son  Ezra  Bennett,  Jr.,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I. 
When  a young  man  he  came  to  this  state, 
first  locating  in  Taylor,  and  latterly  in 
Pitcher,  Chenango  County.  He  was  a suc- 
cessful farmer  and  speculator  in  stock. 
Politically  he  was  a Republican,  and  was  a 
constant  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a valued  member. 
His  first  wife,  who  was  Mrs.  Anderson,  bore 
him  a son,  Fayette,  deceased,  and  a daugh- 
ter, also  deceased.  He  was  a prominent 
hardware  merchant  of  the  town  of  Pitcher, 
when  he  died.  The  union  of  Ezra  Bennett, 
Jr.,  with  his  second  wife,  Miss  Mary  L. 
Chapman,  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
resulted  in  six  sons:  George  W.,  a farmer 
and  lumberman  of  Pitcher,  N.  Y.;  A.  K.,  the 
subject  of  this  biography ; Miles  D.,  a 
farmer  of  Pitcher,  N.  Y.;  Myron,  deceased  ; 
Dallas  D.,  an  agriculturist  of  Taylor;  and 
John  C.,  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  brought  up  on  the  farm, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Pitcher,  and  in  Cincinnatus  Acad- 
emy. He  left  school,  however,  at  an 
early  age  on  account  of  his  health,  which 
would  not  permit  him  to  resume  his  studies. 
Being  of  an  enterprising  disposition  and 
desiring  to  support  himself  and  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  he  looked  about  for 
some  means  of  employment,  which  promised 
good  profits  and  a return  to  health.  Farm 
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labor  was  out  of  the  question,  as  he  could 
not  have  stood  the  long  hours  and  hard 
work,  and  as  his  means  were  small  he  could 
not  very  well  engage  in  trade.  One  thing 
alone  seemed  practicable,  and  that  he  adopt- 
ed with  little  hesitation.  He  started  out  in 
the  business  of  peddling  tin  and  glassware 
about  Chenango  County,  and  followed  that 
line  of  occupation  for  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  his  health  was  much 
improved.  He  returned  to  the  farm  for  two 
years,  and  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Cheningo,  in  the  town  of  Trux- 
ton,  Cortland  County,  where  he  continued  to 
build  up  a trade  and  make  a success  of  his 
venture  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to 
Taylor.  His  business  has  grown  so  that  he 
commands  as  large  a trade  as  is  usually  given 
to  any  country  merchant.  He  carries  a full 
line  of  all  kinds  of  merchandise,  such  as  are 
found  in  a well  conducted  first-class  general 
country  store.  He  has  also  dealt  extensively 
in  all  kinds  of  stock  and  country  produce. 
While  he  does  not  keep  a hotel,  his  house  is 
always  open  to  the  traveling  public,  and 
there  they  find  excellent  accommodations, 
equal  to  any  to  be  found  outside  of  cities. 

Mr.  Bennett  took  to  himself  a wife  on 
February  10,  1878,  in  the  person  of  Florence 
E.  Widger,  daughter  of  Harvey  L.  Widger 
of  Truxton,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  has  been 
made  the  parent  of  two  girls:  Melva  J.,  and 
Mabel  F.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Cin- 
cinnatus Lodge,  No.  706,  F.  & A.  M.  He  is 
a Republican,  as  regards  his  political  pro- 
clivities, and  was  supervisor  for  two  terms, 
in  1888  and  1889.  He  is  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 
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~|'p^\OBERT  DAVISON,  a well  known, 
I prosperous,  and  representative  farm- 

-Ls  V y er  of  Texas  Valley,  was  born  in 
Cumberland  County,  England,  and  is  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Scott)  Davison. 

Thomas  Davison  was  also  a native  of  Cum- 
berland County,  was  born  in  1800,  and  grew 
to  middle  age  on  his  native  soil,  coming  to 
this  country  in  1853  and  locating  on  a farm 
in  the  town  of  Truxton,  this  county.  He  con- 
ducted this  farm  for  fourteen  years,  when  he 
moved  to  the  town  of  Marathon,  taking  up 
his  residence  in  Texas  Valley  in  1867,  and 
living  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1885.  He  was  a supporter  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party,  and  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  Scott,  a daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Scott,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Mary,  born  in  1837, 
wife  of  E.  C.  Taylor,  a carpenter  and  joiner 
of  the  town  of  Homer;  Franklin,  born  in 
1839,  a prosperous,  well  to-do  farmer  and 
miner  of  California;  Robert;  William,  born 
in  1847,  a partner  of  Robert;  Thomas,  born 
in  1849,  a farmer  of  Freetown,  married  Diana 
White;  Jennie,  born  in  185 1,  married  Thomas 
Johnson,  a farmer  of  Willet. 

Robert  Davison  attended  the  common 
schools,  at  the  same  time  assisting  night  and 
morning  with  the  farm  work.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  learning  thoroughly  all  the  de- 
tails of  farm  work,  and  developing  a shrewd 
business  ability  far  beyond  his  years.  When 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  become  his 
own  master,  he  began  speculating  in  stock, 
having  as  a partner  in  the  business  his  brother 


William.  They  purchased  a farm  containing 
134  acres,  upon  which  Mr.  Davison  resides, 
and  which  they  have  placed  under  a fine  state 
of  cultivation.  This  property,  at  the  time  of 
its  coming  into  their  possession,  was  not  in 
a good  condition,  the  buildings  being  of  the 
most  ordinary  kind,  but  under  their  manage- 
ment it  would  scarcely  be  recognized  as  the 
same  place,  so  great  is  the  improvement ; the 
old  buildings,  used  for  the  housing  of  stock 
and  implements  and  the  storing  of  the  farm 
produce,  have  given  way  to  large  barns  of 
the  most  commodious  and  convenient  style, 
with  other  outbuildings  in  keeping  with  them. 
Their  methods  of  farming  places  them  in  the 
front  rank  of  successful  farmers,  while  the 
business  they  do  in  the  buying  and  selling  of 
live  stock  is  no  small  source  of  profit  to  them. 
In  addition  to  this  property,  Mr.  Davison 
owns  a number  of  town  lots  in  the  village  of 
Homer.  Both  he  and  his  brother  are  Repub- 
licans, and  always  interested  in  the  success  of 
their  party.  He  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office,  but  William  has  been  constable  for 
fourteen  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Mar- 
athon Grange,  and  believes  in  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  farmers  for  mutual  benefit. 

Robert  Davison  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Martha  French,  January  24,  1872.  She 
is  a daughter  of  Calvin  French,  who  was 
born  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  June  11,  1811,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  came  to  New  York 
and  located  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Mar- 
athon, then  the  town  of  Harrison.  Mr. 
French  lived  on  a farm  there  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  life ; his  wife  was  Eleanor  Smith, 
a native  of  Coxsackie,  this  state,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Smith.  To  this  union  were 
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born  six  children  : Harriet ; Parney  ; Louisa 
Rodney;  Jane;  Lydia  Charlotte;  and  Martha, 
born  February  8,  1842,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Davi- 
son. Mrs.  Davison  is  a woman  possessing 
many  excellent  traits  of  character  for  which 
she  is  greatly  esteemed,  and  has  been  a true 
and  faithful  helpmeet  to  her  husband  in  their 
quarter  of  a century  of  married  life. 


AMES  D.  KEELER  is  a leading  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  the  village  of 
Cortland,  and  has  shown  himself  a 
master  of  his  craft, — convincing  evidence  of 
this  statement  being  found  in  the  many  ele- 
gant residences,  business  blocks,  and  build- 
ings of  a public  or  semi-public  nature,  that  he 
has  constructed  or  assisted  in  constructing  in 
the  town  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  He 
has  an  enviable  reputation  for  honest  and  in- 
telligent work,  and  what  is  an  important 
characteristic  in  a builder  knows  how  to 
keep  within  the  limits  of  his  employer’s 
purse.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  in 
La  Fayette,  Onondaga  County,  where  he 
spent  his  years  from  the  time  he  was  six 
weeks  old  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  when  he  moved  to  Oswego  City,  remain- 
ing six  years  ; thence  he  went  to  Fabius,  N. 
Y.,  and  remained  there  three  years,  when  he 
came  to  Cortland.  Soon  after  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Cortland  he  built  three  houses 
on  Owego  Street,  and  in  1888  erected  his  own 
home  on  the  same  street,  it  being  one  of  the 
largest,  best  constructed,  and  most  handsome 
of  the  many  fine-appearing  homes  on  that 
thoroughfare ; it  is  a structure  of  brick  and 


wood,  architecturally  faultless,  and  finished 
in  the  most  modern  manner,  and  fitted 
throughout  with  the  most  practical  and  up- 
to-date  appliances,  realizing  a high  degree  of 
convenience  and  comfort.  In  1871  he  began 
contracting,  and  with  Cyrus  Straat  built  the 
Baptist  Church  and  the  Hubbard  Block. 
The  Garrison  Block  was  erected  under  his 
sole  supervision.  Then  with  L.  R.  Hopkins 
he  built  the  Wallace  Block  and  the  Opera 
House.  Mr.  Keeler  also  constructed  the 
building  first  used  by  the  Cortland  Wagon 
Co.,  that  was  partly  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
assisted  in  rebuilding  and  in  putting  in  shape 
the  present  plant  of  the  well-known  Cortland 
enterprise.  With  Messrs.  Beers  and  War- 
field,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  D.  Keeler  & 
Co.,  he  built  the  new  portion  of  the  State 
Normal  School.  His  work  everywhere 
bespeaks  his  ability  and  the  excellence  of  the 
materials  employed  in  construction,  and  en- 
titles him  to  the  respect  of  the  community  as 
a man  of  the  best  principles,  who  builds  for 
the  future,  and  thus  enchances  his  own  repu- 
tation and  adds  to  the  attractiveness  of  the 
village.  Among  the  great  number  of  elegant 
residences  he  has  built  are  those  of  Messrs. 
Fitzgerald,  Keyes,  Clark,  Hubbard  and  W. 
H.  Newton;  these  buildings  are  most  elo- 
quent of  his  skill  in  construction,  yet  there 
are  many  other  homes  that  are  just  as  worthy 
of  mention. 

Mr.  Keeler  was  born  in  Mexico,  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a son  of  Ephraim  and 
Fidelia  (Whitney)  Keeler,  who  were  mem- 
bers of  a thriving  agricultural  community. 
When  James  D.  was  six  weeks  old,  his  par- 
ents moved  to  La  Fayette,  Onondaga  County, 
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where  their  last  years  were  spent  on  the 
farm.  Our  subject’s  wife,  Fanny  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  Ransom  Park  of  La  Fayette,  Onondaga 
County,  has  lived  with  him  through  many 
changing  scenes,  and  has  proved  herself  a 
worthy  helpmeet  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
They  have  an  adopted  son,  James  C.,  who  is 
a contractor  and  builder  of  Cortland;  James 
C.  is  married,  his  wife  being  Flora  Colvin. 
Mr.  Keeler  is  a Prohibitionist  in  his  political 
views,  and  wholly  opposed  to  all  traffic  in 
spirituous  liquors.  His  church  sympathies 
are  entirely  with  the  Baptists,  in  whose 
church  he  and  his  wife  have  been  honored 
members  for  many  years.  What  is  conceded 
on  every  hand  to  be  a very  fine  likeness  of 
Mr.  Keeler  appears  on  a preceding  page  in 
proximity  to  this. 


T^iHARLES  P.  McVEAN,  a prominent 
I Sy  business  man  of  the  town  of  Willet, 
— " is  a son  of  Peter  and  Charity 
(Snider  ) McVean,  and  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Solon,  this  county,  November  4,  1835. 
Peter  McVean,  the  grandfather,  was  a native 
of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland ; he  came  to 
America,  and  located  in  Johnstown,  this 
state,  shortly  after  the  Revolution.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  he  came 
to  Cortland  County,  and  settled  in  the  town 
of  Virgil,  but  his  death  occurred  in  Freetown 
about  1850.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life. 

Peter  McVean,  Jr.,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Johnstown  in  1801,  but  was  reared  to  young 
manhood  in  the  town  of  Virgil.  In  1825  he 
went  to  Freetown  and  there  opened  the  first 


store.  He  dealt  in  potash,  salts,  cheese,  and 
such  products  as  the  farmer  had  for  sale  in 
those  days  ; these  products  were  taken  to 
Albany  by  teams,  and  there  exchanged  for 
groceries  and  other  staple  articles  that  were 
in  steady  demand  with  the  people.  After 
leaving  Freetown,  he  followed  farming  for 
the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  Solon  township 
in  1888.  He  was  married  to  Charity  Snider, 
a daughter  of  John  Snider,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, who  fought  in  the  Revolution,  settling 
in  Virgil  shortly  afterward.  He  was  a tailor 
by  trade,  and  also  carried  on  farming.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  McVean  were  born  six 
boys : John  A.,  a retired  farmer  of  Marathon  ; 
William  S.,  also  a farmer  of  Marathon ; 
Charles  P.;  James  G.,  a farmer  of  Virgil ; an 
infant  that  died  ; and  David  W.,  who  resides 
with  his  brother,  John,  at  Marathon. 

Charles  P.  McVean  was  married  to  Phoebe 
L.  Bailey,  February  9,  i860.  They  adopted 
a daughter,  Cressie  L.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Merton  D.  Mathews,  a salesman  in  Mr. 
McVean’s  store.  Our  subject  was  brought 
up  on  the  farm  with  few  educational  ad- 
vantages, as  his  parents  were  poor,  and  he 
had  to  do  his  part  toward  the  support  of  the 
family.  He  attended  the  common  school  for 
a time,  but  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  secured  a 
position  as  a clerk  at  Virgil.  However,  being 
a great  reader,  and  persistent  in  his  search 
for  knowledge,  he  has  obtained  a fund  of  val- 
uable information,  superior  to  that  of  many 
college-bred  men.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
taught  school  for  one  term  in  Freetown,  and 
then  took  up  agriculture,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  for  ten  or  twelve  years  in  Freetown 
and  Cincinnatus.  He  then  embarked  in  the 
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mercantile  business  at  Texas  Valley,  in  the 
town  of  Marathon,  where  he  remained  for 
six  years,  until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Willet 
and  opened  the  store  in  which  he  is  at 
present.  He  carries  a large  stock  of  general 
merchandise,  and  does  a large  business.  He 
is  still  interested  in  farming  and  is  success- 
fully operating  a farm  at  present,  as  well  as 
buying  and  shipping  stock  to  the  eastern 
markets,  which  undertaking  with  his  direc- 
tion is  quite  a profitable  business.  By  careful 
and  judicious  management,  he  has  been  able 
to  acquire  a neat  income,  due  entirely  to  his 
own  efforts ; while  at  the  same  time  he  has 
won  for  himself  the  most  enviable  reputation 
for  honesty  and  veracity.  So  high  is  his 
standing  in  the  community  for  rectitude  and 
uprightness  in  all  his  dealings,  that  he  has 
often  been  importuned  to  act  as  trustee  in  the 
settlement  of  estates.  He  is  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Broome  County  Agricultural 
Society.  In  politics,  he  is  a Republican  and 
has  held  many  town  offices,  having  been 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Freetown,  Marathon 
and  Willet,  in  all  about  fifteen  years.  In  1888 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  supervisor  of 
the  town  of  Willet,  which  was  a great  com- 
pliment to  Mr.  McVean,  as  the  town  was 
strongly  Democratic. 


SAAC  W.  BROWN,  an  ex-sheriff  of 
Cortland  County,  and  a respected  citi- 
zen of  Cortland  village,  was  born 
March  28,  1826,  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. 
He  is  a son  of  Alanson  Brown  and  grandson 
of  Isaac  W.  Brown. 


Our  subject’s  grandfather  was  a seaman 
and  sailed  before  the  mast  for  ten  years, 
after  which  he  settled  in  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  farming.  A few  years 
later  he  removed  to  Homer,  Cortland  Coun- 
ty, where  he  followed  the  same  pursuit  all 
his  life,  and  died  in  that  town  in  1837,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six.  Although  he  never  re- 
ceived much  education,  he  was  a great 
reader,  and  thus  became  a well  informed 
man.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  reared  a famity  of  four 
children:  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

c> 

Alanson  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
received  a limited  education.  Being  reared 
on  a farm,  he  determined  to  make  the  tilling: 
of  the  soil  his  life  vocation.  His  early  life 
was  spent  in  Herkimer  County  and  most  of 
his  business  career  in  Homer,  Cortland 
County.  About  1880  he  retired  and  went  to 
Richmond,  111.,  where  he  died  in  1889.  He 
married  Jane  Thomas,  and  their  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  eleven  children. 
Alanson  Brown  was  a member  and  deacon 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  his  political 
favors  were  cast  with  the  Whig  party  at 
first  and  later  with  the  Republican  organiza- 
tion. 

Isaac  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
the  eighth  child  born  to  his  parents.  It  was 
his  lot  to  receive  a common  school  educa- 
tion, and  at  an  early  age  to  begin  life’s  battle 
in  earnest.  A self-made  man  was  the  result. 
His  first  business  engagement  was  that  of  a 
clerk  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  for  eight  years  and  gave  up 
only  on  account  of  poor  health.  It  being 
necessary  for  him  to  have  plenty  of  fresh 
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air,  he  decided  to  engage  in  farming,  and 
accordingly  he  bought  a farm  in  the  town  of 
Homer  in  1854. 

In  1868  Mr.  Brown  was  elected  sheriff  of 
Cortland  County,  in  which  capacity  he 
efficiently  served  for  one  term.  This  was 
not  his  first  public  office,  however,  as  he  had 
served  his  county  for  eighteen  years  as 
deputy  sheriff  and  constable,  also  fourteen 
years  as  assessor.  All  this  he  has  done  in  the 
interests  of  the  Republican  party.  He  now 
lives  in  Cortland  village,  still  in  public 
office,  being  truant  officer  of  the  public 
schools.  His  pleasing  manner  and  kind 
heart  have  won  for  him  the  good  will  of  all 
the  children. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  September  10, 
1853,  to  Mary  Ann  Harvey,  daughter  of 
Charles  Harvey.  The  family  favors  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  Mr.  Brown  has  served 
as  trustee  for  several  years.  During  the 
construction  of  the  new  church  he  was  a 
member  of  the  building  committee.  He 
has  been  a Free  Mason  for  thirty-two  years 
and  has  advanced  to  the  degree  of  Knight 
Templar.  Two  children  have  been  reared 
in  his  family : Mary,  deceased,  and  Charles, 
a leading  druggist  of  Cortland  village. 


\W / ILLIAM  T.  LINDERMAN,  the  ef- 
Vp V ficient  chief  of  police  of  Cortland 
village,  was  born  December  15,  1853,  at 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.  He  is  a descendant  of  the 
sturdy  German  race  on  the  paternal  side,  and 
is  a son  of  Ira  Linderman,  and  grandson  of 
Henry  Linderman. 


Henry  Linderman  was  born  in  Newfield, 
N.  Y.  In  his  early  days  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  after  which  he  became  engaged 
in  farming,  following  this  occupation  the  rest 
of  his  life.  In  his  political  views,  he  was  a 
Republican.  He  was  the  father  of  five  chil- 
dren, four  boys  and  one  girl.  His  death  took 
place  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Ira  Linderman,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
after  which  he  learned  the  trade  of  a black- 
smith as  a means  of  securing  a livelihood  and 
acquiring  a competence.  He  followed  his 
trade  in  the  towns  of  Ithaca,  Tully  and  Gro- 
ton. He  then  became  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  carriages,  and  still  follows  that 
occupation.  At  present  he  is  a trusted  em- 
ployee in  a carriage  factory,  situated  at 
Waterloo,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Linderman  chose  Miss 
Nancy  Lormore  as  his  life-long  companion, 
and  they  became  the  proud  parents  of  three 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Ida, 
the  wife  of  Charles  Delmarter  of  Elmira, 
N.  Y.;  Mary,  deceased;  and  William  T.,  our 
subject.  Mrs.  Linderman  is  of  Irish  descent, 
her  parents  having  come  from  County  Ty- 
rone, Ireland.  She  was  called  Home  in  the 
year  1889.  Mr.  Linderman  was  born  in  the 
year  1827,  and,  although  now  seventy  years 
of  age,  he  can  still  do  a day’s  work  that 
would  put  many  a younger  man  to  shame. 
In  his  political  belief,  he  is  a strong  Republi- 
can. He  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  of  Elmira. 

William  T.  Linderman  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Ithaca,  after 
which  he  went  to  Elmira  and  entered  the 
jewelry  business.  Not  liking  this,  he  soon 
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left  it  to  take  a situation  in  a carriage  factory, 
taking  up  this  line  of  work  in  1869,  and  con- 
tinuing in  it  until  1894.  In  April,  1880,  he 
moved  to  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Hitchcock  Wagon  Co.,  and 
remained  with  that  concern  for  some  years. 
Mr.  Linderman  is  a wide-awake  and  enter- 
prising man.  Seeing  the  necessity  for  a bet- 
ter protection  against  fire,  he  organized  the 
Hitchcock  Hose  Co.  of  Cortland.  He  was 
a member  of  the  militia,  and  for  thirteen 
years  stood  ready  to  answer  the  call  of  his 
country  should  it  need  him.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  1 10th  Battalion,  now  26th  Separ- 
ate Co.,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.  The  citizens  of 
Cortland,  recognizing  his  great  executive 
ability,  chose  him  as  chief  of  police  in  1895  ; 
he  still  fills  that  office  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  all.  He  is  kind  to  those  deserving, 
but  is  unrelenting  in  his  punishment  of  those 
who  travel  the  path  of  crookedness.  Al- 
though a Republican,  he  received  the  votes 
of  many  Democrats,  who  desired  a good  man 
in  office,  regardless  of  party.  Socially,  he  is 
a member  of  the  Vesta  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
No.  255,  of  Cortland.  Our  subject  married 
Lucy  McCarger,  daughter  of  Thomas  Mc- 
Carger,  Jr.,  of  Groton,  N.  Y.,  August  23, 
1876.  They  have  one  child,  Maud  M.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Linderman  are  faithful  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  of  Cortland. 


7TX  H ARLES  F.  BENNETT,  a prosper- 
I jy  ous  and  enterprising  merchant  of 

East  Homer,  was  born  August  21, 

1856,  in  the  town  of  Homer,  Cortland 


County,  N.  Y.  He  is  a son  of  William  and 
Melissa  (Pierce)  Bennett,  and  a grandson  of 
Asa  Bennett. 

Asa  Bennett,  who  lived  at  Lansing,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  was  a miller  by  trade 
and  followed  milling  until  he  moved  to 
East  Homer,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
farming. 

William,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Lansing,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood 
days ; the  latter  part  of  his  life  being  spent 
at  East  Homer.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
mason  and  in  connection  with  farming  made 
it  a life-long  occupation.  His  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Pierce.  They  were  the 
happy  parents  of  seven  children,  who  bore 
the  following  names  : Melancthon,  who  now 
makes  his  home  in  Michigan  ; Artellus  J.  of 
Central  Square,  New  York  City;  William 
F.,  who  is  in  the  United  States  Army  and 
stationed  in  Indian  Territory;  Charles  F.; 
Asa,  deceased  ; J.  D.,  who  lives  in  the  town 
of  Preble,  this  county ; and  Sheldon  of  East 
Homer.  William  was  an  active  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  ; he  held  the  various  offices 
and  by  his  zeal  and  devotion  did  much  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  church. 

Charles  F.  Bennett  was  born  on  the  farm. 
Like  most  of  our  nation’s  men  of  worth,  he 
received  his  education  in  the  district  school. 
After  beginning  life’s  work  on  his  own  ac- 
count, he  followed  farming  for  seven  years, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  East  Homer,  in  which  line  he  has  been 
identified  ever  since.  Besides  carrying  a full 
line  of  general  merchandise,  he  handles  all 
kinds  of  produce,  feed  and  grain.  He  has  a 
first  class  store  in  every  particular,  and  de- 
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serves  the  lucrative  trade  he  has  secured. 
He  is  a very  prominent  man  and  universally 
liked  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  ol  his 
acquaintance.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Alma,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Sarah  Preston,  who  lived  in 
Lincklaen,  Chenango  County.  They  have 
reared  two  children,  Artellus  and  Clinton  C. 
Mr.  Bennett  is  an  earnest  and  zealous  member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  at  present  is  serving 
in  an  official  capacity  as  steward  and  trustee. 
His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Repub- 
lican party ; he  held  the  federal  office  of 
postmaster  in  President  Harrison’s  adminis- 
tration. 


'f^)T"ERBERT  L.  DE  CLERCO,  the  clerk 
r^-|  of  the  Surrogate’s  Court  of  Cort- 

y „ land  County,  was  born  at  Caze- 
novia,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  February  n, 
1867.  He  is  a son  of  Austin  De  Clercq, 
grandson  of  Young  De  Clercq,  and  great- 
grandson  of  Hendrick  De  Clercq,  who  came 
from  Holland  to  this  country  about  1800  and 
settled  in  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.  A trade  being 
unsuited  to  his  tastes,  his  livelihood  was  ob- 
tained from  the  natural  resources  of  the  coun- 
try by  tilling  the  soil. 

Young  De  Clercq  pursued  the  same  indus- 
try as  his  father,  and  made  Cazenovia  his 
home  all  his  life.  Politically,  he  was  a Whig, 
next  an  Abolitionist,  and  still  later  a Repub- 
lican. He  died  in  1872  leaving  a family  con- 
sisting of  four  children,  three  boys  and  one 
girl.  The  family  always  favored  the  Baptist 
Church. 


Austin  De  Clercq,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  May  3,  1842,  at  Cazenovia. 
He  received  but  a common  school  education  ; 
when  the  war  broke  out,  he  enlisted  for  gal- 
lant service  in  Co.  H,  35th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol. 
Inf.  He  served  for  two  years,  and  lost  the 
use  of  one  ear.  After  returning  from  the 
war,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a gun-smith,  and 
followed  that  occupation  for  several  years. 
This  trade  led  him  to  a broad  field,  and  for 
many  years  past  he  has  been  a general  ma- 
chinist, which  occupation  he  still  follows. 
He  has  been  a shrewd  calculator  and  an 
economic  business  man,  which  has  resulted 
in  his  becoming  the  owner  of  a nice  farm  just 
outside  the  village  of  Cazenovia.  He  is  a 
Republican,  but  has  never  sought  political 
distinction,  preferring  rather  the  pursuits  of 
business  and  the  quiet  of  domestic  life.  He 
is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Knowlton  Post. 
He  married  Hannah  Kenning,  and  they  have 
reared  two  children,  Herbert  L.,  our  subject, 
and  Chester. 

Herbert  L.  De  Clercq  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  and  pursued  a four  years’  course 
at  Cazenovia  Seminary.  He  then  took  up 
the  study  of  law  ; in  1890  he  was  called  upon 
to  accept  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  Surro- 
gate’s Court  of  Cortland  County,  and  still 
holds  the  office.  In  business  life  he  is  active 
and  straightforward ; in  social  circles  a true 
and  firm  friend.  He  has  fulfilled  the  duties 
of  his  office  with  credit  and  honor.  He  has 
fine  natural  abilities  and  no  doubt  his  experi- 
ence will  well  fit  him  to  do  justice  to  a 
higher  office. 

Our  subject  married,  August  23,  1894, 
Linnie  Lazelle,  daughter  of  H.  D.  Lazelle  of 


A.  LEROY  COLE. 


CORTLAND  COUNTY 


249 


Truxton,  Cortland  County.  Mr.  De  Clercq 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Caze- 
novia,  and  Vesta  Lodge,  No.  255,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
of  Cortland. 


(S7j  LE 

/— \ re 


LEROY  COLE.  This  leading  and 
representative  citizen  of  Cortland, 
now  retired  from  active  business 
pursuits,  built  up  during  his  active  mercan- 
tile life  by  strict  principles  of  integrity  and 
honor  a splendid  reputation  as  a man  of  push 
and  energy,  and  amassed  a comfortable  for- 
tune, that  is  of  service  to  him  when  he  needs 
it.  He  was  born  in  Cortland  County  at  a 
place  known  as  Lime  Hollow,  August  13, 
1828,  and  is  a son  of  John  C.  and  Betsey  (Mc- 
Nish)  Cole,  and  grandson  of  Azor  Cole,  who 
fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  a general 
of  a regiment  of  colonial  troops.  By  trade 
he  was  a mason.  He  came  from  New 
England  and  stopped  in  Cooperstown,  Otse- 
go County,  N.  Y.,  where  our  subject’s  father, 
John  C,  was  born.  From  there  the  family 
removed  to  Cortland  County.  Azor  Cole 
came  first  on  horseback,  arriving  here  when 
three  houses  constituted  Cortland ; he  at 
once  introduced  himself  as  looking  for  a suit- 
able tract  of  land,  where  he  could  clear  away 
the  forest  growth  and  establish  a home. 
While  conversing  with  one  of  the  residents 
he  chanced  to  remark  on  his  advanced  age, 
and  at  once  made  the  statement  that  he  was 
seventy-five  years  old,  but  could  throw  any 
man  square-hold  ; it  was  not  an  idle  boast 
either,  for  he  suited  the  action  to  the  word, 
leaped  off  his  horse,  and  proved  his  assertion 


beyond  a doubt  so  far  as  that  man  was  con- 
cerned. He  was  indeed  an  athlete  after  Na- 
ture's own  heart,  tall  and  strong,  and  was  ac- 
customed to  exhibit  his  strength  in  a rather 
boisterous  fashion,  but  with  all  his  eccentric- 
ity in  that  way  he  was  one  of  the  kindest  of 
neighbors,  and  the  very  best  friend  the  poor 
of  the  community  had.  Hearty  and  perhaps 
a little  rough  at  times,  yet  he  had  the  deep, 
tender  sympathy  of  a woman,  and  no  one 
ever  lived  to  regret  it.  He  lived  to  be  one 
hundred  years  old,  lacking  three  months. 
His  wile  died  in  middle  age,  leaving  only  two 
children,  Azor  L.,  and  John  C.  The  old  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  be  pleased  with  the  land  he 
found  in  the  county,  for  he  very  soon  pur- 
chased a tract  of  land  in  Lime  Hollow,  where 
he  built  a log  house,  and  whither  he  brought 
his  family  by  trail  and  marked  trees.  He 
cleared  a large  farm,  being  assisted  in  this 
work  by  his  two  sons.  He  made  the  first 
quick  lime  in  the  county  on  his  farm,  and 
ever  afterwards  the  locality  was  known  as 
Lime  Hollow. 

John  C.  Cole,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
learned  the  trade  of  a mason  from  his  parent, 
but  did  not  follow  it  up  very  much,  being 
chiefly  engaged  in  carrying  on  farming. 
Rather  late  in  life  he  sold  his  property  in 
Lime  Hollow  and  moved  to  Potter  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  bought  and  cleared  another 
new  farm.  He  broke  his  leg  when  advanced 
in  years,  and  the  subsequent  sickness,  for  the 
bone  refused  to  set,  resulted  in  his  death  at 
the  age  of  eighty-eight,  in  1850.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Joanna  Edgecomb,  he 
married  Betsey  McNish,  who  lived  to  be 
forty-six  years  old,  and  bore  him  these  chil- 
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dren : Azov  Leroy,  our  subject;  Nancy; 
Martha;  Elizabeth;  Harrison  D.;  Albertus; 
and  James  H.  John  C.  Cole,  with  the  exam- 
ple of  his  father  before  him,  enlisted  and 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Of  his  sons  three 
served  through  the  late  Rebellion,  and  the 
other,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  gave  val- 
uable assistance  in  fitting  out  and  organizing 
the  76th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Cole,  at  the  death  of  his  mother, 
went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  James  McNish, 
for  he  was  still  a lad  in  years.  His  education 
was  received  in  the  district  schools,  and  was 
very  limited  in  character  and  quantity.  The 
first  money  he  saved  after  commencing  to 
earn  wages  he  employed  in  buying  a cow  for 
himself,  but  he  let  his  father  have  the  keep- 
ing of  the  animal,  while  he  himself  was  to 
get  all  the  increase.  He  was  of  a very  sym- 
pathetic nature,  glad  to  be  able  to  do  a good 
turn,  and  so  when  he  was  entitled  to  four 
cows  he  gave  up  all  ownership  in  them,  in 
that  way  assisting  in  the  support  of  the  fam- 
ily. After  leaving  home  he  worked  seven 
years  for  himself,  making  lime,  and  also  driv- 
ing a team  for  Swain  & Crandall ; later  he 
was  employed  in  a sash  and  blind  factory  lor 
one  year.  He  then  accepted  a position  as 
baggage-master  for  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R., 
with  whom  he  remained  in  trusted  service 
for  three  years.  After  working  one  year  as 
a clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  S.  D.  Freer, 
he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  him- 
self, going  into  partnership  with  G.  N.  Cope- 
land and  James  A.  Schermerhorn,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Copeland  & Co.;  they  did  a 
very  successful  grocery  business  for  a period 
extending  over  six  years.  He  then  became 


manager  of  the  large  real  estate  firm  of  Wil- 
liam R.  Randall,  which  position  he  filled  for 
twenty-nine  years  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  was  still 
performing  valuable  service,  when  his  health 
began  to  fail  and  forced  him  to  retire  from 
active  work.  He  has  built  a number  of  resi- 
dences, but  his  own  beautiful  home  is  located 
at  146  Main  Street,  where  he  is  enjoying  the 
sunset  of  life  in  a simple,  unostentatious  man- 
ner, untroubled  by  serious  thought  of  the 
morrow,  and  blessed  by  the  love  and  respect 
of  many  friends. 

Mr.  Cole  was  formerly  a Democrat,  but 
since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
he  has  kept  himself  in  close  touch  with  the 
party  whose  watchword  is  “ protection  and 
prosperity.”  In  1861  he  was  elected  a trus- 
tee of  the  village  of  Cortland  and  served 
three  terms.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Cortland  Rural  Cemetery,  and  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Cortland  County  Bible  Society; 
he  became  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
in  1854,  was  usher  for  many  years,  and  super- 
intendent of  the  M.  E.  Sabbath  School,  be- 
sides being  an  ardent  worker  in  the  cause  of 
sabbath  schools,  whatever  the  denomina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Cole  married  Miss  Pamelia  Richard- 
son, daughter  of  James  Richardson.  She 
was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  and  afterwards 
lived  in  Upper  Lisle,  N.  Y.  Her  mother  died 
young,  and  she  was  brought  up  and  educated 
by  William  Randall.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole’s 
nuptials  were  consummated  March  8,  1854, 
and  they  have  been  blessed  with  two  chil- 
dren : George  L.,  who  died  aged  two  years ; 
and  William  Randall,  who  is  a bookkeeper  in 
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the  Cortland  Savings  Bank.  William  Ran- 
dall Cole  married  Lillian  Smith,  daughter  of 
F.  F.  Smith,  and  they  have  lost  one  child.  A 
portrait  ol  our  subject  appears  on  a preced- 
ing page,  for  Mr.  Cole  ranks  among  the  most 
prominent  men  of  the  county,  and  holds  a 
position  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud. 


TSTON.  ALBURTIS  ALANSON  CAR- 
LEY.  This  distinguished  resident 
V , of  the  village  of  Cortland,  a native- 
born  citizen  of  the  county,  and  known  and 
honored  throughout  this  section  as  an  able, 
upright  and  virtuous  gentleman,  is  now  en- 
joying the  years  of  repose  and  contentment, 
that  have  come  as  a reward  to  him  for  years 
of  successful  endeavor  and  labor  both  in  his 
own  interest  and  in  behalf  of  the  town, 
county,  state  and  nation.  He  was  born  in 
Marathon,  January  6,  1833,  and  is  a son  of 
Hon.  Alanson  and  Sally  (Courtright)  Carley, 
and  grandson  on  his  father’s  side  of  Ebenezer 
Carley,  and  on  his  mother’s  side  of  Thomas 
and  Hester  Courtright. 

Hon.  Alanson  Carley,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Butternuts,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  6,  1797,  but  at  the  age 
of  two  he  was  taken  with  the  rest  of  the 
family  to  Marathon,  this  county,  where  all 
his  after  years  were  spent,  and  where  his 
memory  as  a pioneer  of  the  early  times  is 
still  green  in  the  minds  of  the  older  residents. 
Ebenezer  Carley,  his  father,  located  a home 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  died  there 

after  performing  his  part  in  the  building  up 
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of  this  section,  and  in  the  transformation  of 
the  forest  and  wilderness  into  a cultivated 
and  populous  farming  district.  Our  sub- 
ject’s father  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  took  up  the  pursuit  of 
farming,  purchasing  as  an  estate  some  140 
acres  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  of 
Marathon  for  $1.25  an  acre.  Commercial  life 
held  out  great  attractions  to  him,  and,  al- 
though he  still  kept  up  his  farming,  he  also 
engaged  in  trade,  opening  the  first  dry 
goods  store  in  Marathon  in  the  early  30’s. 
He  continued  to  operate  this  store  until  his 
death.  He  was  very  successful  in  a business 
way,  and  had  a very  large  trade,  for  patrons 
learned  to  rely  on  his  goods,  and  whatever 
representations  he  made  were  received  un- 
questioningly,  such  was  the  confidence 
placed  in  his  honesty  and  integrity  of  pur- 
pose. It  was  in  this  connection  that  he  was 
enabled  to  show  his  kind  heart  to  those  in 
need,  and  to  evince  a generous  liberality  that 
is  seldom  equaled.  When  times  were  hard 
he  sold  willingly  to  those,  who  were  in  finan- 
cial straits,  and  carried  their  accounts  until 
they  were  better  able  to  pay  for  the  goods. 
Very  frequently  he  gave  goods  outright  to 
those  really  in  need,  and  in  other  ways  re- 
lieved distress,  so  that  it  is  not  strange  to  un- 
derstand the  esteem  and  affectionate  regard 
that  was  extended  to  him  from  all  sides.  He 
was  indeed  a good  man.  In  many  lines  of 
activity  he  was  equally  at  home.  He  was 
one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Syracuse  & Bing- 
hamton R.  R.  In  the  construction  of  the 
road  he  took  an  active  and  important  part, 
and  served  as  one  of  the  directors  until  the 
road  was  completed  and  in  running  order. 
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He  built  the  railroad  depot  at  Marathon,  and 
a large  hotel  near  by,  then  known  as  the 
Carley  House,  but  now  generally  referred  to 
as  Roger’s  House.  We  should  certainly 
expect  a man  of  his  standing  and  solid  posi- 
tion in  the  community  to  be  connected  with 
some  banking  institution,  and  so  it  is  with  no 
surprise  that  we  note  that  he  was  a director 
in  the  First  National  Bank  of  the  neighbor- 
ing village  of  Cortland,  being  one  of  the 
original  stockholders.  Before  the  late  war, 
he  was  a Whig,  but  on  the  disruption  of  that 
party  on  the  question  of  slavery,  he  cast  in  his 
fortunes  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  ever  prominent  in  politics.  In  1829  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  State  Asembly, 
and  represented  Cortland  County  creditably 
in  the  Legislature.  In  1840  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  the  county.  He  was  also  a super- 
visor and  a justice  of  the  peace  of  the  town 
of  Marathon  for  many  years.  During  the 
war  he  was  postmaster  at  Marathon,  and  at 
that  time  he  exhibited  a patriotism  and 
ardent  love  of  the  nation,  by  pledging  him- 
self to  support  the  widows  of  any  of  the  vol- 
unteers who  enlisted  from  Marathon,  should 
it  chance  that  they  fell.  In  this  as  in  all 
other  of  his  actions  he  was  as  good  as  his 
word.  What  a relief  it  must  have  been  to 
the  Marathon  volunteers,  when  they  took 
leave  of  friends  and  loved  ones,  that,  come 
what  would,  their  wives  would  not  know 
want  during  the  life  of  this  prominent  citi- 
zen, and  philanthropist!  He  was  a Univer- 
salist  in  religious  belief,  and  a true  Christian 
gentleman,  contributing  in  more  than  one 
way  for  the  support  of  not  only  his  own 
church,  but  of  all.  On  April  8,  1879,  he  was 


called  to  his  reward.  His  wife  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  Master’s  cause. 
Benevolent  and  kind-hearted,  she  knew  what 
it  was  to  offer  comfort  to  the  sorrowing  one, 
and  to  solace  those  who  were  stricken  with 
misfortune  or  affliction. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Marathon,  and  in  Homer  Academy.  He 
spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  on  the  farm 
with  his  father,  and  assisted  in  conducting 
his  father’s  country  store.  In  1854  he  em- 
barked in  the  dry  goods  and  general  store 
business  at  Marathon,  and  continued  in  that 
line  of  activity  until  i860,  when  for  three 
years  he  was  interested  in  the  manufacture 
of  barrel  staves.  His  first  public  office  was 
town  superintendent  of  common  schools, 
being  elected  in  February,  1854,  one  month 
after  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  In 
December,  1863,  he  took  upon  himself  the 
management  of  the  Marathon  Mills,  owned 
by  his  father,  and  operated  them  until  1876, 
under  the  firm  name  of  A.  Carley  & Son, 
doing  a large  and  profitable  business.  During 
the  war  he  was  the  enrolling  officer  for  the 
towns  of  Marathon  and  Freetown,  and  was  a 
special  deputy  marshal  to  assist  in  the  draft 
at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  in  August,  1863.  July 
14,  1864,  he  was  appointed  First  Lieut.  Co. 
D.,  76th  Reg.,  19th  Brigade  N.  Y.  N.  G.,  by 
Gov.  Horatio  Seymour.  He  was  appointed 
Captain  of  the  same  Company  January  10, 

1 866,  by  Gov.  R.  E.  Fenton.  He  resigned  from 
this  position  September  26,  1866.  In  1880, 
he  was  elected  a Member  of  the  Assembly 
from  Cortland  County,  and  was  honored  by 
a re-election  in  the  following  year.  In  the 
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first  year  he  served  on  the  committees  on 
Banks,  Affairs  of  Villages,  Charitable  and 
Religious  Societies,  and  Public  Lands,  and  in 
the  second  term  was  a member  of  the  com- 
mittees on  Affairs  of  Cities,  and  Banks.  He 
has  also  served  as  supervisor  of  the  town  of 
Marathon,  having  been  elected  in  1880.  The 
First  National  Bank  of  Cortland  has  had  his 
name  on  its  board  of  directors  since  1879. 
Mr.  Carley  is  an  attendant  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  was  for  a number  of  years  trus- 
tee of  the  church  society  at  Marathon,  and 
had  charge  of  the  finances  during  the  re- 
building of  the  church  edifice  in  1876. 

Mr.  Carley  was  joined  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  B.  Friter  on  October  22,  1884, 
and  removed  to  the  village  of  Cortland  in 
May,  1885,  where  he  is  now  living  a retired 
life.  In  the  field  of  politics  he  has  ever  been 
aggressive  and  active,  with  no  knowledge  of 
defeat;  from  1886  to  1890,  he  was  chairman 
of  the  Republican  County  Committee  of 
Cortland  County,  and  in  all  this  period  there 
was  not  an  election  that  resulted  disastrously 
to  his  plans,  nor  was  there  one  Republican 
candidate  defeated.  He  takes  a lively  inter- 
est in  educational  matters,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing a term  on  the  Cortland  village  school 
board,  having  been  elected  in  March,  1897. 
He  is  also  a trustee  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of 
Cortland,  and  is  vice-president  of  the  Yale 
Land  and  Improvement  Co.  of  Cortland. 
He  is  an  unaffiliated  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order  of  Cortland.  The  citizens  of  Cortland 
County  do  not  need  to  be  told  who  the  men 
of  best  reputation  in  the  county  are,  for  they 
have  shown  on  more  than  one  occasion,  as 
they  did  when  they  honored  our  subject  with 


high  political  office,  that  they  were  ever 
ready  to  recognize  and  reward  true  worth. 
A public  man  should  have  a clean,  pure 
record  in  all  respects,  and  this  we  can  affirm 
with  the  friends  of  Mr.  Carley  that  he  has. 
He  is  widely  known  in  this  county  and 
beyond  its  borders,  having  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances in  every  section  of  the  state, 
who  unite  in  ascribing  to  him  every  virtue  of 
a public-spirited,  upright,  gentlemanly,  and 
able  citizen. 


VvV / S.  FREER,  a prominent  and 

V?V  rePresentative  business  man  of  Cort- 
landville  township,  and  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  early  settlers,  resides  near  Blodgett’s  M ills, 
where  he  is  carrying  on  various  lines,  that  net 
him  handsome  profits.  He  was  born  October 
31,  1843,  in  Cortland,  and  is  a son  of  John 
James  Freer,  who  was  born  November  n, 
1809,  and  grandson  of  John  A.  Freer.  The 
Freer  family  in  this  country  owes  its  origin 
to  the  Huguenot  Persecution  in  France  more 
than  200  years  ago;  in  1680,  a large  party 
of  them,  driven  by  the  awful  treatment  ac- 
corded them  in  their  native  land  because  of 
their  religious  beliefs,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
freedom  and  liberty,  and  among  these  was 
the  ancestor  of  the  Freers. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  John  A.  Freer, 
with  his  wife,  who  was  Mary  De  Puy, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  De  Puy, 
started  from  Rochester,  Ulster  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  November  1,  1802,  their  three  small 
children  accompanying  them.  Their  des- 
tination was  Cortland  County,  which  was 


254 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


then  included  in  Onondaga  County,  and  their 
route  led  them  through  Kingston,  Albany, 
Utica  and  Pompey  Hill;  a team  of  horses 
and  wagon  carried  their  household  effects, 
while  they  were  assisted  on  the  way  by  a 
hired  man.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  their 
journey  they  arrived  in  Cortland  County, 
and  snow  having  fallen,  rendering  further 
travel  both  unpleasant  and  not  altogether 
safe,  they  stopped  at  the  house  of  N.  Knapp 
on  the  next  day,  and  remained  there  until  Mr. 
Freer  had  constructed  a log  cabin  on  the 
south-east  corner  of  lot  74,  whither  he  trans- 
ferred his  family  and  the  effects  they  had 
brought  with  them.  After  domiciling  his 
family,  and  providing  as  fully  as  possible  for 
their  comfort,  Mr.  Freer  returned  to  his 
former  home  at  Rochester  to  bring  the  re- 
mainder of  his  household  goods.  Heavy 
snowstorms  prevailed,  and  he  found  himself 
unable  to  again  make  his  way  to  Cortland 
County,  for  the  snow  had  so  blocked  the 
pioneer  roads  as  to  make  traveling  with 
teams  impossible.  He  accordingly  was 
forced  to  wait  until  Christmas,  winter  having 
set  in  early  ; during  his  absence  his  family 
was  dependent  on  the  assistance  and  help  ol 
the  settlers  for  the  providing  against  bodily 
want,  and  for  protection  against  the  wild 
animals,  that  then  abounded.  As  a pioneer 
settler,  Mr.  Freer  worked  hard  and  unceas- 
ingly with  his  axe,  and  cleared  a nice  farm  of 
good  dimensions  and  productive  quality.  He 
proved  to  be  a very  successful  man,  and  left 
his  family  in  very  comfortable  circumstances. 
Ten  children  gathered  about  his  fireside,  of 
whom  the  following  eight  grew  to  maturity  : 
Maria;  Anthony;  Jane  L.;  Joseph  D.;  Cath- 


erine R.;  John  James;  Sarah  R.;  and 
Stephen  D. 

John  James  Freer  took  up  his  residence  on 
the  Freer  homestead,  where  he  carried  on 
general  farming  until  a period  of  ten  years 
had  elapsed,  when  he  bought  a farm  in  the 
town  of  Solon,  which  he  farmed  a few  years, 
then  sold  and  bought  and  sold  in  succession 
several  farms  in  Cortlandville  and  the  town 
of  Harford.  Later  he  settled  in  Cortland, 
where  he  assisted  A.  S.  & D.  Freer,  general 
merchants  of  that  village,  and  drew  goods  for 
their  store  from  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 
Scranton,  Pa.,  before  the  line  of  railroad  was 
built.  After  a connection  of  four  years  with 
this  firm,  Mr.  Freer  with  his  son,  our  subject, 
carried  on  a grocery  and  farmed  at  Blodgett 
Mills  ; he  built  at  this  time  the  store  now  oc- 
cupied by  J.  Hubbard.  When  he  retired 
from  active  life,  he  made  his  home  with  his 
son,  Watts  S.,  until  his  death  in  October, 
1884.  He  was  a man  of  strong  constitution, 
compact  and  well-knit  frame,  and  enjoyed 
almost  continual  health,  thanks  to  his  excel- 
lent habits.  In  business  he  was  forceful  and 
fertile  of  resources,  successfully  accomplish- 
ing whatever  he  undertook.  His  first  wife, 
Alice  Mary  Whitney,  daughter  of  James 
Whitney,  was  born  September  3,  1820,  and 
died  July  24,  1851,  leaving  six  children:  John 
A.  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.;  Watts  S.,  our  subject; 
Francis  D.  of  Virgil,  this  county;  Dewitt  J., 
deceased;  and  Henry  D.  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  be- 
sides an  infant,  who  died  unnamed.  Mr. 
Freer  married  as  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Sarah 
Tarball,  daughter  of  Jonas  Metzgar,  and 
widow  of  Simon  Tarball;  she  lives  with  our 
subject,  her  step-son,  and  also  son-in-law,  as 
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will  be  seen  later.  Mr.  Freer  by  his  second 
marriage  became  the  father  of  four  children, 
as  follows:  Alice  J.,  who  married  Henry 

Hall  of  Virgil;  Charles  D.,  deceased; 
Joseph  D.,  of  Virgil;  and  Ella  N.,  the  wife 
of  F.  Burt. 

In  1874,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  bought 
the  E.  Higgins  Hotel  at  Higginsville,  Cort- 
landville,  this  county,  the  purchased  property 
including  47  acres  of  the  choicest  farming 
land.  Mr.  Higgins  kept  a hotel  at  this  place 
several  years ; it  has  a beautiful  location  in 
the  valley  of  the  Tioughnioga.  The  stand- 
ard of  the  old  sign-post,  which  is  of  stone 
some  twenty-five  feet  high,  still  stands,  but  it 
no  longer  calls  the  attention  of  the  traveler 
to  a place  of  rest  for  man  and  beast.  The 
hotel  structure  was  built  with  the  only 
genuine  spring  dancing  floor,  forty  by  thirty 
feet  in  dimensions,  in  the  county,  and  with 
few  alterations  the  place  has  served  admirably 
for  the  entertainment  of  many  dancing  par- 
ties, that  come  thither  during  the  sleighing 
season.  Mr.  Freer  is  a royal  entertainer,  and 
under  his  able  management,  these  dancing 
parties  have  become  very  popular.  As  one 
of  his  enterprises,  Mr.  Freer  built  a cider 
mill,  and  yearly  manufactures  large  quantities 
of  cider  and  vinegar,  shipping  many  hundred 
barrels  to  market,  and  receiving  the  highest 
prices  obtainable.  For  some  years  he  carried 
on  blacksmithing,  having  learned  the  trade 
when  a young  man.  He  has  built  a hand- 
some, commodious  barn,  and  many  general 
improvements  have  been  instituted  and  car- 
ried out  about  the  place,  that  have  added 
much  to  the  value  and  attractiveness  of  the 
farm.  Mr.  Freer  has  always  been  a very 


active  man  in  working  to  promote  the  town’s 
progress,  and  as  a charter  member  of  the 
Grange  did  much  in  unifying  the  agricultural 
elements  of  the  district. 

Mr.  Freer  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Tarball, 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Sarah  (Metzgar)  Tar- 
ball. Simon  Tarball  was  bom  in  Groton, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a son  of  Daniel  Tarball,  who 
was  born  in  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.  Daniel 
Tarball  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  after  his  re- 
moval to  Tompkins  County  ; he  died  June  3, 
1883.  Simon  Tarball  was  a farmer  of  Tomp- 
kins County,  and  died  young,  April  5,  1843, 
leaving  two  children,  as  follows : Lieut. 

William  IT.,  deceased ; and  Mary  A.,  our 
subject’s  wife.  Our  subject’s  only  son, 
Charlie  S.,  married  Lucy  E.  Hinds,  and  is 
associated  in  business  with  his  father. 


7~\ H ARLES  A.  BROOKS,  the  post- 
I jr^  master  at  Marathon,  and  one  of  the 

leaders  of  the  Republican  party  in 

his  section,  is  a son  of  Rev.  Asa  and  Permelia 
(Griffin)  Brooks,  and  was  born  August  1, 
1857,  in  Danby,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y. 
His  grandfather,  Hadley  Brooks,  was  an  itin- 
erant minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  located  in  Broome  County  at 
an  early  age  and  devoted  his  life  to  the  work 
of  the  church  until  advancing  years  at  length 
rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  forego  those 
labors  in  which  his  heart  had  so  long  de- 
lighted. He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five. 

Asa  Brooks,  the  father,  was  born  in  Tioga 
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County,  N.  Y.,  in  1819,  and  consecrated  his 
life  to  the  religious  teaching,  as  given  under 
the  rules  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  creed. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  the  Wyoming 
Conference,  and  was  in  the  active  service  of 
that  body  for  a period  of  over  forty  years— an 
unusual  record.  He  married  Permelia  Grif- 
fin, and  to  them  were  born  eight  children : 
Permelia,  the  wife  of  Theodore  Horton  of 
Owego,  this  state;  Frances,  the  wife  of  Orin 
Beebe  of  Binghamton;  Charles  A.;  William 
L.  of  Syracuse ; Myrtie  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years;  Edward  H.  and  Ella  (twins) — 
Edward  H.  resides  in  Binghamton,  Ella  is 
unmarried  and  lives  at  Candor,  N.  Y.;  and 
Hattie,  wife  of  Arthur  Bloomfield,  an  editor 
of  Candor,  N.  Y.  By  a previous  marriage 
there  were  two  children:  Emma  J.,  wife  of 
Robert  Morey  of  Nichols,  Tioga  County,  N. 
Y.;  and  Mary,  deceased,  the  wife  of  George 
Nicholson  of  Waverly,  Pa.  Rev.  Asa  Brooks 
died  at  his  home  in  Candor,  N.  Y.,  May  20, 
1897,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

Charles  A.  Brooks  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  finishing  at  Marathon.  He 
then  learned  the  trade  of  a printer  in  that 
village,  and  soon  after  became  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Marathon  Independent,  in 
which  he  was  interested  for  about  three 
years.  He  opened  a mercantile  establish- 
ment then,  which  he  conducted  for  a time, 
when  he  was  appointed  postmaster  and 
served  three  years,  under  President  Arthur. 
ETpon  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Assem- 
bly, and  held  that  office  four  years,  when  he 
was  again  made  postmaster  of  Marathon  by 
President  Harrison  and  served  a little  over 


four  years.  When  the  Peck  Memorial 
Library  was  opened  in  Marathon,  he  was 
chosen  as  librarian  and  served  in  that  capac- 
ity, to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  until  June  1, 
1897,  when  he  was  once  more  installed  in  the 
post  office,  this  time  by  President  McKinley. 
He  is  an  able  and  efficient  man  for  the  place, 
and  serves  the  patrons  of  the  office  with  un- 
failing courtesy,  while  it  has  been  his  constant 
endeavor  to  bring  the  office  up  to  the  highest 
standard  of  excellence  demanded  by  the  pub- 
lic good.  He  has  made  many  warm  friends 
while  in  the  office,  and  men  of  both  party 
speak  in  the  highest  praise  of  the  efforts  put 
forth  and  the  improvements  made  by  him 
while  postmaster. 

He  led  to  the  altar,  September  5,  1877,  Mrs. 
Mary  (Squires)  Mack,  daughter  of  D.  C. 
Squires  of  Lapeer,  this  county.  Mrs.  Brooks 
had  been  previously  married  to  Deloss  Mack 
of  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  to  whom  she  bore  a 
daughter,  Irene,  who  was  three  )*ears  of  age, 
when  her  mother  contracted  her  second  mat- 
rimonial alliance.  This  daughter,  Irene,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Turner,  a promi- 
nent dentist  of  Marathon.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brooks’  home  is  the  center  of  a large  circle 
of  enthusiastic  friends ; a good  share  of  their 
time  is  given  to  church  work,  both  being 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  Brooks  is  trustee  and  steward. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Ther- 
mopylae Lodge,  No.  438,  at  Marathon,  having 
joined  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Mr.  Brooks 
has  given  a good  deal  of  time  to  politics,  con- 
sequently no  man  in  the  county  is  better 
posted  on  the  political  situation,  and  he  is 
easily  recognized  as  a leader.  As  one  of  the 
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best  known  men  in  Cortland,  who  has  also 
been  one  of  the  most  efficient  of  public  offi- 
cers, it  affords  us  pleasure  to  present  Mr. 
Brooks’  portrait  on  a preceding  page. 


^VpiOSES  C.  BUTTERFIELD,  a re- 
1 1 tired  farmer  of  Cortland  County, 
*4  -L  V y now  residing  at  Blodgett’s  Mills, 
is  a native  of  the  county,  for  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  the  town  of  Homer,  November  i, 
1821.  His  parents  were  Parker  and  Rhoda 
( Sperry ) Butterfield. 

Parker  Butterfield  was  born  in  Frances- 
town,  N.H.,  June  6,  1793.  When  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  he  came  to  Cortland  County  to 
take  up  a residence  near  his  brother  Moses, 
who  had  settled  here  previous  to  him. 
Parker  bought  a farm,  that  is  now  known  as 
the  Woodard  place,  and  developed  it  from 
its  original  uncultivated,  wild  state,  into  a 
productive,  well  appointed  farm.  Later  he 
learned  the  business  of  carding,  dyeing  and 
cloth  dressing,  and  ran  a shop  at  Mudge’s 
Mills,  and  did  a large  custom  trade  for  a 
number  of  years,  until  he  transferred  his  bus- 
ness  to  Blodgett’s  Mills,  where  he  continued 
to  follow  carding,  dyeing,  and  the  dressing 
of  cloth  until  he  bought  a farm  on  the  hill 
east  of  the  Mills.  He  continued  to  make  his 
residence  on  that  property  until  his  death, 
April  1,  1872.  He  was  an  energetic,  forceful 
man,  who  was  determined  to  succeed,  and 
succeed  he  did,  and  that  by  his  own  efforts, 
thus  earning  the  title  of  self-made.  His 
profits  he  put  to  good  use,  kept  on  turning 
his  capital  over  and  over,  and  became  a man 


of  considerable  property,  and  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  community.  His  wife  was 
born  June  6,  1793,  in  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  and 
died  on  October  18,  1864.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Medad  Sperry,  who  was  an  early 
pioneer  settler  of  Cortland  County.  Parker 
Butterfield  was  a Whig  and  latterly  a Repub- 
lican in  his  political  tendencies,  and  served  in 
many  of  the  local  offices  and  minor  positions 
in  the  gift  of  his  townspeople.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  parental 
family  consisted  of  these  members:  Sophia; 
Samantha  ; Moses  C.  ( 1 ),  who  died  young  ; 
Lemuel  L.;  Moses  C.  (2),  our  subject;  and 
John  B. 

Moses  C.  Butterfield  received  a good  dis- 
trict school  education,  and  inherited  the 
homestead,  after  his  parents  had  finished  their 
earthly  careers ; during  their  last  years  he 
gave  them  all  the  attention  and  care  that 
could  be  expected  from  the  most  dutiful  son. 
He  remained  on  the  homestead  some  twenty- 
five  years,  then  sold  it  and  bought  a residence 
on  Main  Street,  Blodgett’s  Mills,  and  went 
into  mercantile  business  with  Rice  Tanner. 
The  firm  of  Tanner  & Butterfield  conducted 
a general  merchandise  store  for  six  years,  the 
partnership  being  terminated  by  Mr.  Butter- 
field’s selling  his  interest,  because  of  the 
death  of  his  wife. 

Mr.  Butterfield’s  first  wife  was  Sarah  M. 
Tanner,  a daughter  of  James  Tanner;  she 
departed  this  life  December  25,  1862,  aged 
forty-one  years,  eight  months  and  twenty-one 
days.  He  then  was  joined  in  marriage  to  his 
deceased  wife's  sister,  Hannah  H.  Tanner; 
her  death  occurred  June  6,  1880,  at  the  age 
of  sixt3'-one  years.  Mr.  Butterfield  was  then 
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married  to  Miss  L.  Antoinette  Eldridge, 
daughter  of  William  Eldridge.  William 
Eldridge  was  born  in  Sharon,  Schoharie 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a son  of  Caleb  El- 
dridge, who  was  born  February  10,  1765,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  who  was  married 
in  March,  1797,  to  Hannah  Rider,  whose  birth 
occurred  October  24,  1770.  Caleb  Eldridge 
settled  on  a farm  in  the  town  of  Cortland- 
ville,  where  our  subject’s  wife  in  later  years 
was  born,  and  which  property  she  still  owns. 
This  pioneer  settler  was  one  of  the  first  men 
to  locate  in  the  town ; he  cleared  a large 
farm,  and  in  his  daily  life  and  in  association 
with  his  neighbors  was  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired of  him.  His  children  were:  William; 
Prudence  ; Enoch  ; Sylva  ; Stephen  ; Erne- 
line;  Betsey;  and  Edward.  William  El- 
dridge, the  eldest  son,  was  married  November 
15,  1825,  in  Columbus,  this  county,  to  Mary 
Miller,  and  settled  down  to  live  on  the  home- 
stead ; he  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight.  He  made  many  improvements  on  the 
farm,  put  it  in  still  better  shape  than  it  was 
when  his  father  had  charge  of  it,  and  built 
structures,  that  are  still  standing  and  in  use 
to-day.  His  first  wile  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-six,  leaving  three  children,  by  name  : 
Esther  R.;  Ezra  F.;  and  L.  Antoinette,  our 
subject’s  wife.  After  the  early  death  of  his 
wife,  Mr.  Eldridge  contracted  a second  mat- 
rimonial alliance  with  Mrs.  Sally  Snyder,  and 
reared  one  daughter,  Mary  Jane. 

Our  subject  after  his  last  marriage  to  Miss 
Eldridge  moved  in  1881  to  the  Eldridge  farm, 
and  carried  it  on  with  abundant  success  until 
1 893,  when  he  rented  it,  and  moved  to 
Blodgett’s  Mills,  where  he  owns  a beautiful 


residence,  in  which  he  is  surrounded  with 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  He  has  never 
been  disloyal  to  the  Republican  party,  but  at 
all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  sup- 
ports its  candidates  and  measures.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  continued  in  office  as 
town  assessor.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 
give  liberally  of  their  abundance  in  helping 
to  further  the  Christian  work  of  that  society. 


R.  SMITH,  M.  D.  This  gentle- 
1=  I =#  man  is  the  leading  physician  of 
-L  V / the  village  of  McGrawville,  and 
coroner  of  Cortland  County.  He  is  a son  of 
Robert  and  Jane  (Pudney)  Smith,  and  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Solon,  Cortland  County, 
July  22,  1855.  From  the  district  schools  of 
Solon,  where  he  secured  the  preliminary 
foundation  of  an  education,  he  went  to  the 
Union  High  School  of  McGrawville,  which 
he  attended  four  terms.  He  early  set  his 
mark  in  life,  and  determined  to  become  a 
medical  practitioner.  As  his  father’s  finan- 
cial circumstances  did  not  permit  him  to  go 
to  the  large  expenditure  necessary  to  fit  his 
boy  for  one  of  the  learned  professions,  our 
subject  took  the  matter  in  his  own  hands, 
and  paid  his  own  way  through  college. 
Thus  he  can  take  almost  all  the  credit  to 
himself  of  obtaining  a complete  medical 
education,  that  has  fitted  him  for  practice  of 
the  most  difficult  nature.  After  leaving  the 
high  school,  he  taught  school  for  four  years, 
and  then  read  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
Henry  A.  Bolles  of  Cortland  for  a time. 
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After  attending  the  University  of  Philadel- 
phia for  one  year,  he  became  a student  at  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  York  City, 
from  which  institution  of  merit  he  graduated 
in  1879.  As  soon  as  he  was  qualified  to  prac- 
tice, he  came  to  McGrawville  and  opened 
an  office.  For  ten  years  he  was  engaged  at 
McGrawville,  and  then  took  a second  course 
at  the  Medical  College  of  Albany,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1889.  Returning  to  McGraw- 
ville, better  qualified  than  ever  by  reason  of 
his  wide  experience  and  excellent  training, 
he  resumed  his  practice,  which  is  flourishing 
and  grown  to  large  dimensions.  His  work 
is  not  confined  to  his  immediate  vicinity,  but 
extends  over  a great  part  of  the  county. 
As  a physician  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  a large  circle  of  patrons, 
a reputation  which  he  has  won  by  an  energy, 
determination  and  skill,  that  have  secured 
for  him  an  extensive  field  of  practice,  and 
have  fairly  given  him  a place  among  the 
leading  practitioners  of  his  profession.  He 
is  self-made,  according  to  the  common  sig- 
nificance of  that  term.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Cortland  County  Medical  Society,  and 
also  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
He  is  a Republican  in  his  politics,  and  is 
filling  out  a second  term  as  coroner  of  the 
county.  He  has  also  been  health  commis- 
sioner of  the  town  of  Cortland  for  six  years. 

On  his  father’s  side  Mr.  Smith  comes  from 
a Massachusetts  family,  but  the  members  of 
the  family  have  had  a long  residence  in  the 
county.  His  great-grandfather  was  born 
near  East  Freetown  P.  O.  His  grandfather 
was  also  born  there,  and  engaged  in  farming, 
but  about  thirty  years  ago  he  moved  to 


Mason,  Mich.,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of 
February,  1881.  He  was  a very  active 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was 
a Republican  in  politics.  His  wife  came 
from  Ireland  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of 
eight  years,  and  located  near  East  Freetown. 
They  had  eight  children,  seven  boys  and  one 
girl. 

Robert  Smith,  the  father  of  Dr.  Smith, 
was  born  in  East  Freetown,  Cortland  Coun- 
ty, and  when  a boy  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Freetown  township.  At  the  age 
of  eleven  years  he  took  up  his  residence 
with  his  grandfather,  Smith,  until  he  was 
married  to  our  subject’s  mother.  After  his 
marriage  he  settled  down  in  the  town  of 
Solon  and  engaged  in  farming,  in  which  pur- 
suit he  continued  for  twenty-eight  years, 
when  he  moved  to  McGrawville,  and  has 
since  lived  a retired  life.  In  the  M.  E. 
Church  of  McGrawville  he  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  prominent  members,  and  has  a 
record  for  piety  and  integrity  of  the  deepest 
character.  He  is  a Republican  in  his  party 
affiliations.  The  only  other  child  born  to 
him  besides  our  subject  was  Margaret,  who 
came  into  the  world  September  22,  1859,  ancl 
married  Edward  Dart  of  Freetown,  this 
county. 

Dr.  Smith  is  a pleasant,  companionable 
gentleman,  with  a liking  for  company,  and  a 
genial  manner  and  urbanity  under  all  con- 
ditions that  wins  him  large  numbers  of 
friends.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Lodge  of  McGrawville,  No.  320,  and  is  one 
of  its  past  grands.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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He  married  Ida  Y oumans,  a daughter  of  Dr. 
J.  M.  You  mans,  and  they  have  a pleasant 
home,  where  they  delight  to  meet  their 
friends,  whom  they  entertain  in  a royal 
manner. 


TIS  D.  PATRICK,  a member  of  the 
Hilton  & Patrick  Co.,  general  pro- 
duce dealers  of  Truxton,  N.  Y.,  was 
born  in  Bonus,  Boone  County,  111.,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1855. 

The  first  representatives  of  the  family  in 
this  country,  it  is  said,  were  three  brothers 
who  came  to  this  country  in  the  early  colonial 
days.  Robert  Patrick,  one  of  these  brothers, 
and  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
article,  settled  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
spent  his  remaining  days,  engaged  in  farming. 

His  son  Henry,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Saratoga  County  in  1790.  When 
he  reached  his  majority  he  left  home  and  lo- 
cated in  the  town  of  Truxton,  that  part  of 
which  that  is  now  included  in  the  town  of  Cuy- 
ler,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a tan- 
ner by  trade  and  followed  his  trade  through- 
out life.  Being  an  early  settler,  all  of  whose 
hopes  and  future  expectations  were  wrapped 
up  in  his  new  home,  he  was  always  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  county  and  state.  He 
was  a strong  Whig;  upon  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  new  organization  that  was  to  become 
such  a power  in  the  land.  He  was  called 
upon  to  serve  as  road  commissioner  and 
deputy  sheriff  for  several  3mars.  He  married 
Miss  Clarissa  Keeler,  and  a family  of  nine 


children  was  born  to  them  : Henry,  Julina, 
Halsey,  Eliza,  Cordelia,  Charlotte,  De  Witt, 
Devillo  and  Joseph,  all  of  whom  have  passed 
away  except  our  subject’s  father,  De  Witt. 

De  Witt  Patrick  was  born  in  Truxton, 
August  28,  1828.  He  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  owning  and  operating  a farm  of  500 
acres,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Cuyler, 
then  a part  of  Truxton.  In  1877,  he  retired 
from  his  active  business  career,  and  moved  to 
that  part  of  the  town  originally  called  Trux- 
ton, where  he  still  lives.  He  married,  March 
20,  1849,  Sabra  Risley,  daughter  of  Waite 
Risley  of  Truxton.  They  had  a family  of 
two  children,  Alletta,  who  married  Albert 
Stevens,  proprietor  of  the  “ Willow  Grove 
Mills  ” of  Truxton  ; and  Otis  D. 

Otis  D.  Patrick  received  his  primary  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  and  was  ad- 
vanced at  the  Cortland  State  Normal  School. 
At'  the  age  of  eighteen,  misfortune  overtook 
him,  and  he  had  to  leave  school  on  account 
of  an  injury,  but  subsequently  took  a course 
in  Eastman’s  Business  College,  at  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.,  graduating  with  the  class  of 
1876. 

The  same  year  he  began  to  clerk  for  W.  S. 
Maycumberin  Truxton.  In  1878  he  went  on 
the  farm  with  his  father  and  remained  until 
1S80;  he  then  became  associated  with  F.  L. 
Hilton  in  the  mercantile  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Hilton  & Patrick,  the  stock 
having  been  bought  of  W.  P.  Summer.  The 
partnership  continued  until  1890,  when  Mr. 
Patrick  assumed  control  of  the  entire  busi- 
ness. After  one  year  he  sold  out,  and  the 
Hilton  & Patrick  Co.  was  formed  by  the  two 
old  partners  to  carry  on  a general  produce 
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business.  They  bought  the  hotel  property 
and  converted  the  same  into  store  buildings, 
where  the  business  in  now  conducted.  This 
firm  also  started  the  Truxton  Last  Co.  in 
1892.  They  also  helped  organize  the  Bryan 
Furniture  Co.  of  Truxton,  in  which  they 
have  a one-fourth  interest. 

Mr.  Patrick  was  married  on  February  11, 
1880,  to  Louise  F.  Kenney,  daughter  of  Oscar 
J.  Kenney  of  Truxton.  They  are  the  happy 
parents  of  two  children,  Josephine  L.  and 
Donald  D.  Our  subject  is  a prominent  Re- 
publican and  an  active  worker  for  his  party, 
but  has  never  cared  to  accept  office. 


(^YUSTIN  A.  WATROUS,  one  of  the 

L-\  most  enterprising  and  successful  men 
J y _ ,pf  the  county,  proprietor  and  oper- 
ator of  two  large  creameries  in  Freetown,  is 
a native  of  Freetown,  where  he  was  born 
August  14,  1846;  he  is  a son  of  Benjamin  B. 
and  Elizabeth  S.  (Lanpher)  Watrous,  a 
grandson  of  Austin  Watrous,  and  a great- 
grandson  of  Austin  Watrous,  Sr. 

Austin  Watrous,  his  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Saybrook,  Conn.,  coming  from 
there  at  an  early  day  to  Granville,  Washing- 
ton County,  this  state,  and  later  to  Free- 
town, where  he  located  in  1810  and  lived  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Freetown,  at  the  time 
of  his  locating  there,  was  a dense  woodland, 
inhabited  by  wolves,  panthers,  and  the 
treacherous  Indians,  as  well  as  moose,  elk 
and  an  occasional  black  bear.  Thinking  but 
little  of  these  dangers  which  were  to  be  met 


and  overcome,  Mr.  Watrous  settled  there 
with  his  family  and  set  about  clearing  the 
ground  for  a farm.  It  is  largely  due  to  the 
bravery  of  such  men  as  he  that  the  state 
owes  her  prosperity  to-day. 

Benjamin  B.  Watrous,  the  father,  was 
born  in  1803,  and  lived  in  Freetown  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1891,  in  his  eighty- 
eighth  year.  His  occupation  was  that 
of  an  agriculturist.  He  married  Elizabeth 

S.  Lanpher,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 

the  following  children : Jane,  deceased ; 

Rosalia,  deceased  ; Jeannette,  wife  of  Clinton 

T.  Rindge  ; Emerette,  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Eastman  of  Homer;  Mary,  deceased,  wife  of 
H.  Morton ; two  daughters  that  died  in 
infancy ; Delila  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  ; Benjamin,  who  entered  the  Civil  War 
in  the  autumn  of  1861,  in  the  76th  Reg. 
N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  three  years  as  a 
non-commissioned  officer — he  was  a physi- 
cian at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  California;  Jerusha,  wife  of  Andrew 
Bean ; Austin  A. ; and  Edgar,  who  is  a 
dentist  in  the  State  of  California. 

Austin  A.  Watrous  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  finishing  with  a course  in 
the  academy  at  McGrawville  and  a business 
course  in  the  Commercial  School  at  the 
same  place.  He  received  his  early  training 
on  his  father’s  farm,  and  it  was  as  a farmer 
that  he  began  his  career  on  an  estate  located 
northeast  of  Freetown  Corners,  For  seven 
3'ears  he  conducted  this  farm,  and  then  went 
to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  accept  the  position 
of  foreman  in  the  J.  D.  and  L.  C.  Warner 
Corset  Factory,  which  he  successfully  man- 
aged for  six  years.  He  then  returned  home 
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to  take  care  of  his  parents  and  lighten  their 
declining  years,  and  remained  with  them 
until  their  deaths,  when  he  purchased  the 
pleasant  old  Tuttle  homestead.  He  remained 
there,  farming  for  four  years,  when  he  went 
to  Cortland  and  for  two  years  had  charge  of 
E.  C.  Rindge’s  dairy  farm.  The  succeeding 
year  he  was  employed  by  L.  J.  Fitzgerald  as 
the  manager  of  his  stock  farm.  He  then 
returned  to  the  service  of  his  former  em- 
ployer and  took  the  management  of  a cream- 
ery for  Mr.  Rindge  with  such  success  that  he 
determined  upon  embarking  in  the  creamery 
business  for  himself,  and  accordingly  traded 
a farm  for  the  Martin  Creamery,  which  is 
situated  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Free- 
town. At  the  same  time  he  purchased  the 
Freetown  Creamery,  and  has  been  operating 
both  concerns  ever  since.  His  creameries 
have  a capacity  of  about  twelve  thousand 
pounds  of  milk  per  day.  His  whole  atten- 
tion is  concentrated  in  the  creameries,  hav- 
ing disposed  of  all  his  farming  interests. 

He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a 
strong  temperance  man.  He  has  been  asses- 
sor for  two  or  three  terms,  and  has  also 
served  as  constable  and  deputy  sheriff.  He 
frequently  represents  his  party  in  conven- 
tions, and  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  town  of  Freetown  in  1894,  being  honored 
with  a re-election  in  1898.  He  entered  the 
Civil  War  September  4,  1864,  in  Co.  G,  185th 
Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  during  the 
rest  of  the  war,  going  in  as  private,  and  serv- 
ing the  entire  time  as  a musician.  He  is  a 
member  of  Hiram  Clark  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
while  in  Bridgeport  was  a member  of  Elias 
Howe  Post.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 


Church  at  Freetown,  of  which  he  was  a clerk 
for  a number  of  years. 

This  biography  would  be  incomplete  with- 
out more  than  a passing  notice  of  the  lady 
who  has  been  the  life  partner  of  Mr. 
Watrous  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury, and  to  whose  influence,  encouragement 
and  counsel  he  owes  much.  Miss  Emma  D. 
Tuttle  was  united  in  marriage  with  Austin  A. 
Watrous  January  12,  1869,  and  is  the  mother 
of  four  children:  Howard  C.,  born  January 

19,  1870,  married  Genie  Smith,  and  is  a 
farmer  and  creameryman  of  Freetown ; 
George  R.,  born  July  23,  1875,  resides  at 
home  ; Florence  May,  born  May  10,  1888, 
lives  at  home;  and  Austin  A.,  Jr.,  born  July 

20,  1890.  Mrs.  Watrous  is  a bright,  intelli- 
gent woman,  who  takes  an  interest  in  passing 
events,  and  is  well  informed  on  all  general 
topics.  She  received  an  academical  educa- 
tion in  her  girlhood  days,  and  this  knowl- 
edge has  been  constantly  added  to  by  obser- 
vation and  experience,  as  well  as  by  study. 
She  is  a firm  believer  in  the  equality  of  the 
sexes,  and  is  also  an  earnest  temperance 
worker.  She  takes  a prominent  part  in  the 
meetings  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  having  served 
as  president  of  the  Committee  on  Law,  and 
also  is  superintendent  of  the  Young  Ladies’ 
Work,  a position  for  which  she  is  eminently 
qualified.  She  has  frequently  represented 
the  organization  as  a delegate  to  the  state 
conventions,  besides  doing  a great  amount  of 
other  local  work.  Mrs.  Watrous  is  a lady  of 
some  means,  being  the  owner  in  her  own 
name  of  fifty  acres  of  fine  farm  land,  over 
which  she  exercises  a general  supervision. 
She  is  a lady  who  has  the  highest  respect 
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and  esteem  of  the  entire  community,  but 
whose  greatest  pleasure  and  pride  is  in  her 
own  home. 

On  preceding  pages  the  publishers  of  this 
volume  have  placed  excellent  portraits  of 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watrous,  which  were  exe- 
cuted from  photographs  taken  in  the  spring 
of  1898.  Our  subject  and  wife  have  hosts  of 
friends,  and  their  likenesses,  presented  in 
connection  with  a narrative  of  their  lives, 
add  a decided  value  to  this  work. 


SEROY  CRITTENDEN,  a representa- 
tive farmer  of  the  town  of  Marathon, 
— ^ operates  one  of  the  largest  farms 
in  the  Otselic  Valley,  and  even  in  the  whole 
county  there  are  few  estates  that  compare 
with  his  in  size  and  productiveness.  He  is  a 
son  of  Julius  and  Altania  (Courtney)  Critten- 
den, and  was  born  October  31,  1S30,  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnatus,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ebenezer 
Crittenden,  was  born  in  Berkshire  County, 
Mass.,  whence  he  emigrated  at  an  early  day 
to  Cortland  County,  locating  in  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Willet.  He  bought  one  hundred 
acres  of  rich,  alluvial  land  that  bordered  on 
the  Otselic  River,  and  became  a pioneer  set- 
tler, enduring  all  the  privations  and  hardships 
incident  to  a life  on  the  frontier.  After  clear- 
ing the  farm  and  living  there  some  years,  he 
removed  up  the  river  to  a locality  just  below 
the  village  of  Cincinnatus,  where  he  pur- 
chased a tract  of  five  hundred  acres,  on  which 
he  lived  and  labored  until  well  advanced  in 

years.  Later,  he  moved  to  a farm  above  the 
13 


village  of  Cincinnatus,  but  returned  to  his 
other  estate  in  the  town  of  Cincinnatus  be- 
fore his  death,  which  took  place  in  1845. 

Julius  Crittenden,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  one  of  the  ten  children  comprising  the 
parental  family,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Cincinnatus,  in  1804;  on  the  farm  where  his 
birth  took  place  he  lived  all  his  life,  d}dng  in 
1884.  His  avocation  through  life  was  farm- 
ing and  also  lumbering  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  a Whig  in  politics,  chang- 
ing his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
when  that  organization  succeeded  its  parent. 
He  was  twice  elected  a supervisor  of  the 
town  of  Cincinnatus.  His  marriage  with 
Altania  Courtney  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine 
children,  namely : Leroy  ; Lodema,  de- 

ceased ; Louisa,  who  lives  in  the  town  of 
Willet;  Laura  J.,  deceased  ; Sarah  Ann  ; Bur- 
ton of  the  town  of  Cincinnatus;  Adaline, 
who  lives  in  the  town  of  Willet,  is  the  wife 
of  W.  J.  Delavan ; Chauncey,  who  lives  in 
the  town  of  Willet;  and  Frank  L.,  also  a res- 
ident of  the  same  town. 

After  obtaining  a common  school  educa- 
tion that  was  in  its  scope  very  limited,  our 
subject  went  into  the  lumbering  business  in 
Pennsylvania,  when  about  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  all  of  his  life  previous  to  that  age 
having  been  spent  on  the  farm.  He  was  in 
the  lumbering  business  twelve  years,  and 
then  having  been  taken  very  sick  with  ma- 
larial fever  he  was  in  mercantile  business  for 
three  years  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.  He 
then  located  in  the  town  of  Cincinnatus,  and 
for  two  or  three  years  lived  on  the  homestead, 
finally  removing  to  Marathon,  in  1878.  His 
farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county  and 
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consists  of  640  acres  in  one  body  ; he  also 
owns  about  300  acres  of  land  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  county.  He  is  an  industrious, 
enterprising  citizen,  and  is  able  to  give  a good 
account  of  himself,  no  matter  what  the  par- 
ticular work  in  which  he  may  be  engaged. 
He  is  respected  for  the  honorable  part  that 
he  has  taken  in  both  building  up  his  own  for- 
tunes and  in  aiding  in  the  development  of  his 
native  county.  He  is  public  spirited,  and 
gives  liberally  of  his  means  to  worthy  ob- 
jects. 

Mr.  Crittenden  married  Nancy  Jones, 
which  union  was  happily  blessed  with  two 
children  : Frank,  who  resides  in  Cincinnatus, 
engaged  in  farming ; and  Cora,  who  is  now 
deceased.  Our  subject  is  a genial,  compan- 
ionable man,  and  has  many  friends.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


JYLVANUS  A.  CHURCHILL. 

This  prominent  agriculturist  and 
dairyman  of  Scott  township  is  a 
native  of  the  town  where  he  now  lives,  and 
where  he  has  spent  nearly  all  his  life,  his 
birth  having  occurred  there  November  26, 
1839.  His  parents  were  Chauncey  and  Cath- 
erine (Merry)  Churchill. 

The  Churchill  family,  although  found  all 
over  the  Union,  has  its  greatest  strength  in 
New  England,  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  for  it  was 
from  that  section  of  the  country  that  the 
family  began  to  branch  out.  They  are  of 
English  descent,  and  their  line  can  be  traced 


to  the  days  of  William  the  Conqueror,  whose 
head  officer  was  a Churchill.  The  family  in 
America  is  said  to  owe  its  origin  to  three 
brothers,  the  traditional  three  so  often  found 
in  genealogical  records,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land about  the  middle  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century,  and  settled  in  the  Puritan  Colonies. 
One  of  these  brothers,  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  settled  in  New  Hampshire, 
but  afterwards  moved  to  Vermont,  where  he 
died.  He  and  his  son,  John,  who  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire,  in  1758,  were  taken  pris- 
oners by  the  British  at  the  battle  of  Benning- 
ton, although  neither  were  soldiers  then,  and 
both  held  as  prisoners  in  New  York.  The 
old  gentleman  was  put  to  work  cutting  wood 
for  the  British  soldiers  near  New  York  City7 , 
but  escaped  to  his  family  in  Vermont,  hav- 
ing taken  advantage  of  the  guard,  who  fell 
asleep  at  his  post  of  duty,  to  “slip  his  cable’’ 
and  get  away.  John  Churchill  was  taken  to 
New  York  City,  and  until  its  evacuation  by 
the  British  in  1783  was  kept  a prisoner  in  a 
damp  cellar,  and  suffered  terribly  from  the 
confinement.  After  his  release  he  returned 
to  Vermont,  and  for  some  years  resided  in 
Hubbardton,  Rutland  County.  In  1800  he 
sold  what  property  he  had  accumulated  in 
Vermont,  and  came  to  Tully,  Onondaga 
County;  in  1812  he  transferred  his  residence 
to  Cortland  County,  locating  on  a farm  in 
the  north-east  part  of  the  town  of  Scott,  the 
purchase  consisting  of  160  acres.  This  con- 
tinued to  be  his  home  till  death  released  him 
from  his  labors.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life. 
From  what  is  remembered  of  him,  it  is  be- 
lieved he  was  a Democrat  in  his  political 
affiliations.  Fie  married  Martha  Baldwin, 
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and  had  a family  of  twelve  children,  the 
record  of  whose  births  is  as  follows:  John, 
born  April  13,  1787;  Sylvester,  October  7, 
1789;  Anise,  October  14,  1790;  Electa,  De- 
cember 19,  1792;  Alvin,  November  7,  1794; 
Sylvina,  August  25,  1796;  Joab,  November 
10,  1798;  Sarah,  January  14,  1801;  Irena, 
October  8,  1802;  Jotham,  December  29,  1804; 
and  Chauncey,  October  3,  1808. 

Chauncey  Churchill  was  born  at  Tully, 
and  came  with  the  family  to  the  new  home 
in  the  town  of  Scott  in  1813.  He  died  on  the 
homestead  February  18,  1896,  having  lived 
there  from  the  time  of  the  family’s  settlement 
on  it  until  his  death,  except  one  year  spent 
in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  His  sole  oc- 
cupation was  farming,  and  at  that  pursuit  he 
was  very  successful,  owning  at  one  time  as 
much  as  600  acres  of  land.  He  was  ener- 
getic and  capable,  and  followed  the  excellent 
plan  of  never  getting  behind  in  his  work, 
doing  each  day  whatever  came  to  hand.  He 
was  a very  strong  man,  and  performed  the 
extraordinary  feat  of  stepping  inside  of  a 
large  sap  kettle,  and  springing  with  it  from 
the  ground — this  is  harder  than  it  appears. 
His  strength  and  endurance  was  probably  in- 
herited, for  it  is  on  record  that  a cousin  of 
his  once  carried  out  of  a mill  a wheel  shaft, 
that  six  ordinary  men  could  not  lift.  Chaun- 
cey Churchill  was  frugal,  industrious,  and 
was  highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors.  He 
was  all  that  was  expected  of  a patriotic  citi- 
zen, an  affectionate  husband  and  devoted 
father.  His  wife,  who  died  May  23,  1865,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two,  bore  him  a family  of 
thirteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  lived  to 
maturity  and  married;  at  the  time  of  his  own 


death  he  had  thirty-five  grandchildren,  and 
two  great-grandchildren.  This  is  the  interest- 
ing record  : Sylvester  C.,  born  December  20, 
1834,  lives  on  the  homestead;  John  W.,  born 
August  13,  1836,  lives  in  Champaign  County, 

111.,  where  he  is  a wealthy  farmer,  having  ac- 
cumulated a fortune  of  upwards  of  $60,000; 
Olive  C.,  born  February  16,  1838,  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  weeks;  Sylvanus  A.,  our  sub- 
ject, born  November  26,  1839;  Oliver,  born 
March  22,  1841,  lives  in  the  town  of  Homer, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business; 
Martha  A.,  born  November  24,  1842;  Olive 
C.  (2),  born  August  6,  1844,  died  September 
13,  1875  ; Lafayette  M.,  born  March  17,  1846, 
lives  in  Champaign  County,  111.,  where  he  is 
accounted  a very  prosperous  farmer ; Chloe 

1.,  born  October  4,  1857,  married  W.  A.  Kel- 
logg, a druggist  now  of  New  York  City,  and 
has  a son  who  is  a physician  of  the  metropo- 
lis ; Catherine  H.,  born  April  io,  1849,  is  the 
wife  of  George  A.  Burroughs,  who  lives  in 
Spafford,  Onondaga  County  ; Caleb  W.,  born 
November  27,  1850,  is  a farmer  of  the  town 
of  Scott;  Benjamin  F.,  born  July  30,  1852,  is 
a merchant  of  Onondaga  Valley;  Jason  M., 
born  April  2,  1865,  is  engaged  in  following 
the  pursuits  of  agriculture  in  Champaign 
County,  111. 

From  the  district  schools  of  the  town  of 
Scott,  our  subject  went  to  Homer  Academy, 
and  secured  1 good  academic  education,  suffi- 
cient and  practical  enough  for  most  of  the 
walks  of  life.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he 
finished  his  studies  in  the  academy,  and  put  his 
acquirements  to  good  use  in  teaching  school, 
having  had  a term’s  experience  at  that  work 
before  leaving  the  academy  for  good.  For 
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fifteen  years  he  continued  teaching  through 
the  winters,  and  worked  at  farming  in  the 
summertime.  Throughout  all  this  period  he 
taught  in  the  neighborhood  of  Scott,  with 
the  exception  of  one  term  in  Illinois,  and  one 
term  in  Sempronius,  Cayuga  County.  He 
has  lived  on  his  present  farm  for  thirty-five 
years;  it  contains  150  acres,  120  of  which 
comprised  the  farm  that  formerly  belonged 
to  Noah  H.  Osborn.  Besides  general  farm- 
ing and  the  raising  of  grain,  Mr.  Churchill 
is  deeply  interested  in  dairying,  and  owns  a 
choice  herd  of  some  fifteen  head. 

Mr.  Churchill  was  formerly  a Republican, 
and  as  such  served  as  town  assessor  for 
several  years.  Of  late  years  his  sympathies 
have  been  transferred  to  the  Prohibition 
party,  with  which  he  is  now  fully  affiliated. 
He  was  their  candidate  in  the  election  of 
1897  for  the  position  of  town  supervisor. 
He  is  an  active  and  respected  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  and  has  filled  the  offices  of 
trustee  and  steward.  He  is  also  a prominent 
Sabbath  School  worker. 

Our  subject  has  been  joined  in  marriage 
twice.  His  first  wife,  Caroline  Eadie,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Abigail  Eadie  of  Spafford, 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  in  1844, 
and  departed  from  this  life  September  2,  1888. 
Their  union,  that  was  consummated  on  No- 
vember 22,  1866,  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children.  The  eldest,  Herman,  born  Octo- 
ber 9,  1868,  was  educated  in  Homer  Acade- 
my, from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1 886  at  eighteen  years  of  age.  After  graduat- 
ing, he  spent  one  more  year  in  the  academy, 
preparing  for  college,  and  then  entered  the 
Syracuse  University,  from  which  he  was 


graduated  in  1894.  He  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  He  was  engaged  for  one 
term  in  the  Canandaigua  Select  School  as  an 
instructor  in  the  Sciences.  He  then  went  to 
Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he  teaches  in  the 
high  school.  The  second  child  of  our  sub- 
ject, Edith,  born  August  20,  1875,  graduated 
from  the  academy  at  Onondaga  Valley,  and 
afterwards  spent  a year  in  the  training  school 
of  that  institution,  preparing  to  be  a teacher. 
Eadie,  born  August  20,  1875,  besides  attend- 
ing district  school,  went  to  Madison  School 
in  Syracuse.  N.  Y.,  and  spent  one  year  at 
Meriden,  N.  H.,  as  a pupil  in  Prof.  Cum- 
mings’ noted  school  for  boys.  He  is  now  a 
student  in  Homer  Academy.  On  September 
7,  1892,  Mr.  Churchill  was  wedded  to  his 
second  wife,  Sarah  Erminnie  Woodworth, 
daughter  of  Cyrenius  Woodworth  of  Spaf- 
ford, Onondaga  County.  They  have  two 
children,  namely:  Sylvanus  Woodworth, 

born  July  14,  1894;  and  Leo,  born  April  29, 
1896. 


MDWIN  D.  GRAVES,  foreman  of  the 
I woodworking  department  in  Wick- 

wire  Bros.’  wire  mill  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  was 
born  December  30,  1840,  in  the  town  of 

Solon,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  a 
son  of  Byington  and  Sophia  (Greenman) 
Graves. 

His  paternal  grandfather  was  Rufus 
Graves,  an  early  settler  of  Cortland,  and  a 
leading  farmer  of  that  town.  Narrations  of 
the  trials,  vicissitudes  and  hardships  of 
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hardy  pioneers  such  as  he  sound  more  like 
romances  than  actual  facts  to  one  of  this  age, 
where  every  opportunity  of  education,  cul- 
ture and  pleasure  is  within  one’s  grasp.  The 
facilities  of  rapid  transit  from  city  to  city, 
from  state  to  state,  has  almost  wiped  out  the 
idea  of  distance,  and  all  the  necessities  of  life 
are  virtually  landed  at  one’s  door.  Rufus 
reared  six  children  in  his  family, — three  boys 
and  three  daughters. 

Byington  Graves,  the  second  son  and  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Black 
River,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Cortland  County.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer 
in  the  town  of  Solon  until  1888,  when  he 
went  to  Byron,  N.  Y.,  to  spend  his  declining 
years  at  the  home  of  one  of  his  sons.  His 
wife  died  in  1894,  and  he  passed  away  in 
Byron  in  1892.  They  reared  a family  of  six 
children,  namely:  Julia  (Hakes);  Celista 

(Taylor);  Rachel  (Smith),  deceased;  Adin; 
Charles ; and  Edwin  D. 

Edwin  D.  Graves,  who  heads  the  above 
lines,  received  a common  school  education 
and  spent  the  first  part  of  his  life  on  a farm. 
After  reaching  his  majority,  he  went  to  Dele- 
van,  Wis.,  where  he  served  his  apprentice- 
ship as  a carpenter.  He  then  returned  to 
his  native  state  and  ran  a grist  mill  at  Upper 
Lisle,  Broome  County,  for  two  and  one-half 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  en- 
gaged to  work  in  a mill  at  Truxton,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  two  years;  from  Truxton 
he  came  to  Cortland  and  spent  eleven  years 
with  the  Cortland  Wagon  Co.,  and  in  1889 

accepted  his  present  position  with  Wickwire 
13* 


Bros.  He  is  an  efficient  workman,  exceed- 
ingly diligent,  and  is  kind  to  his  men,  which 
traits  of  character  explain  his  popularity 
among  those  working  under  his  direction. 

Mr.  Graves  was  married  in  1868  to  Emma 
Lewis,  daughter  of  Joel  Lewis.  They  are 
the  happy  parents  of  two  children : Mabel 
and  Lewis  B.  The  family  favor  and  are  reg- 
ular attendants  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In 
his  political  attachments  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, but  takes  no  active  interest  in  poli- 
tics. He  is  a member  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M. 
Lodge,  No.  74,  of  Cortland,  N.  Y. 


(^>1''  P.  McGRAW,  a leading  citizen  of  the 
i-J  . village  of  McGraw,  formerly  Mc- 

,,  Grawville,  town  of  Cortlandville, 

and  president  and  treasurer  of  The  A.  P. 
McGraw  Corset  Co.,  which  conducts  its  ex- 
tensive manufacturing  operations  in  the 
village  named  above,  was  born  in  McGraw- 
ville,  June  12,  1856.  He  is  a son  of  P.  H.and 
Louesa  (Pritchard)  McGraw,  who  were  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  great-grandfather 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  but  was 
engaged  in  farming  a portion  of  his  life  in 
Herkimer  County,  this  state,  finally  remov- 
ing to  McGrawville,  where  he  took  up  a very 
extensive  tract  of  land,  and  pursued  his  cus- 
tomary vocations.  He  reared  eleven  chil- 
dren. 

His  son,  Harry,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  at  McGrawville,  and  went  into 
trade,  conducting  a store  in  that  village  for 
upwards  of  thirty  years.  By  reason  of  the 
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large  landed  possessions  left  him  by  his 
father,  he  was  placed  in  a position  where  he 
could  with  considerable  profit  to  himself  en- 
gage to  a large  extent  in  speculating  in  land, 
and  in  dealing  in  real  estate.  He  adopted 
this  course,  and  made  it  second  only  to  his 
mercantile  business.  His  death  occurred  in 
1849.  He  was  an  attendant  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  faithful  to  all  his  moral 
obligations.  His  children  were  : Lucetta, 
the  wife  of  Rev.  E.  B.  Fancher;  Perrin  H., 
the  father  of  our  subject ; Pamelia,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  H.  M.  Kingman;  Marinda, 
who  married  Dr.  H.  C.  Hendrick,  the  most 
prominent  physician  of  McGrawville;  Delos, 
who  remains  single  ; and  Maria,  deceased. 
The  average  age  of  the  members  of  the  fam- 
ily now  living  is  seventy-three  years.  Our 
subject’s  grandfather  was  the  first  postmaster 
in  McGrawville,  and  was  still  the  incumbent 
of  that  position  when  his  death  took  place. 

Perrin  H.  McGraw,  after  securing  a com- 
mon school  education  at  Cortland,  Homer 
and  Mexico,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, and  for  fourteen  years  continued  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  trade  in  company  with 
his  brother,  Delos.  They  then  bought  and 
sold  butter  and  cheese,  and  carried  on  a very 
extensive  business.  He  at  length  gave  up 
his  produce  business,  and  started  what  is 
known  as  The  McGraw  Corset  Co.,  with 
factory  at  McGrawville.  He  retained  the 
management  of  this  industry  until  1890, 
when  his  son  took  charge  of  the  business. 
In  his  politics,  Mr.  McGraw  is  a Republican, 
formerly  a Whig;  he  takes  the  same  lively 
interest  in  politics,  but  does  not  participate 
so  freely  in  local  and  county  struggles  for 


political  supremacy  as  in  days  of  yore,  when 
he  was  recognized  as  a leader  among  his 
fellow  partisans.  He  represented  Cortland  in 
the  State  Assembly,  and  was  a State  Senator 
for  two  years.  In  addition  to  these  offices  of 
prominence,  he  also  filled  a number  of  the 
local  offices,  and  proved  himself  to  be  a man 
of  very  superior  ability,  whose  talents  were 
fitted  for  use  in  almost  any  of  the  depart- 
ments of  life.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war,  he  assisted  the  state  authorities  at 
Albany  to  organize  a regiment.  He  was 
appointed  quartermaster,  and  served  seven 
months  in  the  157th  Regiment,  having  to 
furnish  supplies  for  about  1200  men.  He 
worked  hard  and  long  for  the  county’s  inter- 
est as  president  of  the  U.  C.  & C.  R.  R., 
which  is  now  built  and  operated  under  the 
name  of  the  Erie  & Central  N.  Y.  R.  R.  He 
early  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  at  various  times  served  as  elder  and  as 
trustee.  On  April  26,  1846,  he  married 
Louesa  Pritchard,  who  died  April  23,  1890, 
leaving  two  children — A.  P.  and  Mary  L. 

A.  P.  McGraw  attended  the  common 
schools,  and  prepared  for  college,  but,  being 
urged  to  postpone  his  college  course,  he 
started  in  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  to  work 
with  his  father  in  the  corset  factory.  From 
1878  until  the  present  time  he  has  continued 
to  constantly  increase  the  corset  and  skirt 
business  as  well  as  to  manufacture  wagons, 
paper  and  wooden  boxes,  and  carry  on  a farm 
of  some  200  acres.  Since  1890,  when  his 
father  retired,  he  has  had  full  control  of  the 
establishment,  and  has  held  the  offices  of  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  The  business  of  manu- 
facturing corsets,  skirts,  and  waists  that 
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showed  so  remarkable  a growth  under  the 
elder  Mr.  McGraw,  has  continued  to  increase 
in  proportions  under  the  careful  and  judicious 
management  of  his  son.  McGraw  corsets 
and  skirts  are  now  known  all  over  the  land, 
and  great  dependence  is  placed  on  their  hon- 
esty of  construction,  and  up-to-date  styles. 
In  1897,  The  A.  P.  McGraw  Corset  Company 
purchased  the  business  of  The  McGraw 
Corset  Co.,  and  A.  P.  McGraw  was  elected 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  new  concern, 
and  is  now  succeeding  even  more  noticeably 
than  before.  As  an  indication  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  business  transacted,  it  may  with 
propriety  be  stated  in  this  connection  that 
the  daily  mail  of  the  company  averages  150 
letters,  and  the  business  foots  up  a yearly 
total  of  a quarter  of  a million  dollars. 

Mr.  McGraw  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Emiline  M.  Childs,  daughter  of  Charles  D. 
Childs  of  Vermont,  January  18,  1882,  and 
they  now  have  two  children : Charles  A.  and 
Agnes  C.  Our  subject  is  a Presbyterian,  like 
all  his  ancestors,  and  has  always  taken  a 
hearty  interest  in  all  departments  of  the 
church  work.  In  the  Sabbath  School  he  is 
the  superintendent,  and  has  been  for  eighteen 
years.  He  is  an  active  Republican  in  politics, 
and  is  a member  of  the  county  committee. 
He  has  been  president  of  the  village,  and 
also  trustee  of  the  school  board.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  McGrawville  Lodge,  No.  320, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  also  a member  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans,  Camp  No.  36,  until  the 
pressure  of  business  compelled  him  to  forego 
much  active  work  with  these  societies.  As  a 
mark  of  the  appreciative  regard  entertained 
toward  our  subject  by  the  citizens  of  the  vil- 


lage and  the  surrounding  country,  who  have 
been  greatly  benefited  financially  by  his 
efforts  in  building  up  a large  business,  to- 
gether with  the  benefit  to  the  business  itself — 
the  name  of  the  post-office  was  changed  to 
McGraw.  On  a preceding  page  we  present 
a likeness  of  this  live,  enterprising  citizen  of 
Cortland  County. 


TJrASTUS  C.  BEACH,  an  honored  resi- 
JL  dent  of  the  village  of  Cortland,  re- 

tired in  his  pursuits  and  walks  in  life,  and 
engaged  in  the  culture  of  the  best  varieties 
of  small  fruits  and  vegetables,  such  as  straw- 
berries, currants,  asparagus,  etc.,  was  for 
twelve  years  during  his  young  manhood  a 
teacher  of  mathematics  at  several  different 
educational  institutions.  He  is  a man  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement,  and  moves  in  the  best 
and  most  select  circles.  Work  is  to  him  no 
bugbear,  whether  it  be  manual  or  mental, 
and  nothing  is  to  him  more  pleasant  than  to 
be  out  working  among  his  plants  and  flowers. 
Mr.  Beach  was  born  in  the  town  of  Barker, 
Broome  County,  this  state,  July  24,  1834,  and 
is  a son  of  Charles  Brewster  Beach,  and  a 
grandson  of  Isaac  Beach. 

Our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  to  John 
Beach,  ye  Pilgrim,  who  became  a resident  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1648.  The  date  and 
locality  of  his  birth  is  unknown.  In  the  di- 
rect line  to  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
notice  is  Isaac  Beach,  the  eighth  child  of  John, 
born  June  27,  1669.  The  eldest  child  of  Isaac 
Beach,  William,  was  born  July  7,  1694,  and 
the  fourth  child  of  the  latter,  Abijah  Beach 
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by  name,  was  baptized  May  13,  1734.  Isaac 
Beach,  the  son  of  Abijah  and  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1760,  and  departed 
this  life  in  1842.  Isaac  Beach,  who  was  a 
silversmith  by  trade,  late  in  life  retired  to  the 
town  of  Barker,  Broome  County,  where  his 
son,  Charles  Brewster  Beach,  lived  a con- 
siderable portion  of  his  life. 

Charles  Brewster  Beach,  the  third  child  in 
his  father’s  family,  was  born  May  25,  1794,  and 
died  June  3,  1853;  he  was  a tanner  and  cur- 
rier in  his  early  home  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. When  he  came  to  Broome  County, 
N.  Y.,  he  fixed  his  home  at  Adams  Settle- 
ment, where  his  death  occurred  when  he  was 
aged  fifty-nine  years.  His  wife,  Fanny  Man- 
sir,  was  a daughter  of  Aaron  Mansir,  who 
came  from  Connecticut  and  made  a pioneer 
settlement  in  Broome  County,  owning  some 
200  acres,  where  A.  W.  Beach  now  resides. 
The  children  that  made  up  the  parental 
family  were:  Susan;  Frances;  John  M.; 

Henry  W.;  Mary  ; Erastus  Chittenden,  our 
subject ; Abel  W.;  Frederick;  William  ; Isaac 
B.;  and  Charles  J.  Charles  B.  Beach  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  In  his 
politics  he  was  an  uncompromising  Democrat, 
and  performed  his  duty  as  a citizen  of  a free 
republic  by  serving  his  townsmen  as  town 
clerk,  and  as  commissioner  of  highways. 

From  the  district  schools,  our  subject  ad- 
vanced still  further  in  the  securing  of  an  edu- 
cation, and  fitted  for  college  at  Binghamton 
Academy  and  Susquehanna  Seminary,  and 
finally  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  the 
class  of  i860.  Adopting  the  profession  of  a 
teacher,  he  taught  mathematics  at  West 
Chester,  Pa.;  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.;  Albion, 


Wis.;  Cortlandville  Academy,  N.  Y.;  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.;  Hanover,  Pa.;  and  Ripon  College, 
Wis.;  in  all,  his  connection  with  the  schools 
embraced  a period  of  twelve  years.  He  then 
went  into  the  drug  business  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  three  years,  going  from 
that  city  to  New  Port,  Pa.,  where  he  ran  a 
drug  store  for  nine  years.  In  1885  he  sold 
his  interests  in  the  drug  business,  and  re- 
moved to  Cortland,  settling  on  the  Martin 
Merrick  place,  and  engaging,  as  before 
stated,  in  gardening. 

Mr.  Beach  married  Mary  C.  Merrick, 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Margaret  (Keep) 
Merrick.  Our  subject’s  father-in-law  was  a 
clothier  and  a dresser  of  cloths.  When  he 
retired  from  active  life  in  1838,  he  sold  his 
business  to  Horace  Dibble,  and  purchased 
the  Cook  farm,  on  which  he  made  many  im- 
provements. In  1887  his  daughters  erected 
a beautiful  residence  on  the  property.  His 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  Gen.  Martin  Keep, 
a pioneer  of  Homer,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Merrick  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Caroline  H.;  Henry  C.;  Frances  A.;  and 
Mary  C.  Henry  C.  Merrick  was  for  many 
years  city  engineer  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
Caroline  H.  and  Frances  A.  Merrick  both 
were  deeply  interested  in  beneficence,  and 
served  as  nurses  during  the  Civil  War  of 
1861-65.  Mrs.  Beach  is  the  only  survivor  of 
the  family. 

Mr.  Beach’s  only  son,  Harry  Merrick 
Beach,  died  in  1881  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  when  in  the  very  bloom  of 
a promising  manhood  ; he  was  at  the  time  a 
member  of  the  Senior  Class  of  Cornell  Uni- 
versity. Mr.  Beach  is  a Republican,  and  has 
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held  a number  of  the  minor  offices  of  the 
town,  for  he  believes  thoroughly  in  every 
man  doing  that  which  is  required  of  him. 
He  works  to  conserve  the  best  moral  interests 
of  the  community,  and  few  men  are  more 
highly  regarded  in  this  section  than  he. 


E.  ENSIGN,  M.  D.,  a popular 
physician  of  McGrawville,  is  a son 
■ of  Zebe  S.  and  Betsey  (Grover) 
Ensign,  and  was  born  December  17,  1859,  in 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.  The  family  of  En- 
signs originated  in  England. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  Zebe  Ensign, 
came  from  Vermont  and  settled  at  Nelson, 
Madison  County,  this  state.  He  was  a ma- 
son by  occupation,  and  spent  many  years  at 
the  trade.  He  had  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Ensign  was  a native  of 
Nelson,  Madison  County,  and  was  born  in 
1816.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  still  further  in  the  high  school. 
He  then  engaged  in  farming  and  also  dealt 
in  lumber  on  a small  scale  in  his  native  coun- 
ty ; this  business  he  continued  until  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  when  he  came  to  McGraw- 
ville, making  his  home  with  his  son,  our  sub- 
ject, until  his  death,  which  occurred  Novem- 
ber 23,  1895.  He  was  a Republican  and  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife, 
Betsey  Grover,  was  a woman  who,  in  her 
girlhood,  had  received  an  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  then  learned  the  trade 
of  a tailoress,  an  occupation  she  followed  un- 


til her  marriage,  in  1849.  She  died  in  1872, 
leaving  two  children,  D.  E.;  and  Nettie. 

Dr.  Ensign  attended  the  common  schools 
and  the  Union  School  of  Morrisville,  Madi- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  and  then  entered  the 
Cazenovia  Seminary,  where  he  prepared  for 
college.  He  graduated  from  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  June  5,  1888, 
came  to  McGrawville  and  opened  an  office, 
where  he  has  been  practicing  ever  since.  His 
early  life  was  spent  on  his  father’s  farm,  and 
there  it  was  that  he  first  entertained  the  no- 
tion of  entering  the  medical  profession.  His 
time  was  well  employed,  three  terms  being 
spent  with  this  object  in  view,  in  teaching  in 
his  native  county.  December  6,  1888,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Emma  J.  Towne,  of  Sau- 
quoit,  N.  Y.,  to  whom  were  born  two  chil- 
dren; Harold  G.  and  Bessie  E.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Ensign  have  been  most  desirable  acqui- 
sitions to  the  society  of  McGrawville;  they 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  taking  a leading  part  in  all  its  func- 
tions. Dr.  Ensign  has  been  a trustee  of  that 
body  for  the  past  eight  years,  and  has  acted 
as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  School  for 
eight  years,  doing  much  to  build  up  the 
school  and  place  it  in  its  present  flourishing 
condition.  He  is  a member  of  the  State  and 
Central  New  York  Eclectic  Medical  Socie- 
ties, and  a member  of  McGrawville  Lodge, 
No.  320,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a Republican  in 
his  political  affiliations.  At  present  he  is 
health  officer  of  the  village  of  McGrawville 
and  the  town  of  Solon.  But  in  nothing  is  his 
success  more  pronounced  than  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  enjoying  as  he  does  a large 
and  lucrative  practice.  It  does  not  often  fall 
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to  the  lot  of  so  young  a physician  to  control 
so  large  a business,  but  Dr.  Ensign  has  work- 
ed hard  and  earnestly  for  his  success,  and  de- 
serves the  reputation  and  confidence  with 
which  he  has  been  rewarded. 


\W/  ILLIAM  J.  BUCHANAN,  the  effi- 
cient  superintendent  of  the  A.  P. 
McGraw  Corset  Co.’s  works  at  McGraw- 
ville,  was  born  in  that  village,  September 
13,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  W.  W.  and  Amelia 
(Hatfield)  Buchanan.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  town,  and  the 
Union  High  School  of  McGrawville,  N.  Y. 
He  then  became  an  employee  of  the  Mc- 
Grawville Corset  Co.,  and  has  continued  to 
serve  their  interests  since,  the  style  of  the 
firm  having  changed  slightly,  however. 
When  he  had  attained  efficiency,  he  was 
rewarded  for  his  faithfulness  and  steadiness 
by  being  made  superintendent  of  the  com- 
pany’s works  at  McGrawville,  a position  he 
holds  at  the  present  time.  He  has  been 
with  them  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Buchanan  is 
active  in  local  affairs,  and  as  the  nominee  of 
the  Republican  party  was  elected  president 
of  the  village  in  1892.  He  filled  out  three 
terms  and  after  an  interval  was  elected 
again  in  1897.  He  is  public-spirited,  and 
evinces  considerable  energy  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  his  native  town,  with  whose 
prosperity  his  own  is  so  closely  knit.  He 
owns  a farm  near  McGrawville,  and  is 
interested  in  a store  in  the  village. 

His  great-grandfather,  John  Buchanan, 
came  from  Scotland,  his  native  country,  and 


settled  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  son 
James  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  educated  in  its  common  schools. 
He  farmed  in  that  county  until  1814,  when 
he  removed  to  Cortland  County,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  what  is  now 
known  as  McGrawville.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  There  were  eight 
children  in  his  family,  six  of  whom  were 
boys  and  two  girls.  He  served  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  born  in  McGraw- 
ville, and  was  indebted  to  its  common 
schools  for  his  preliminary  education.  He 
afterwards  attended  Homer  Academy  for  a 
time,  and  then  taught  school  in  Cortland 
County,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  the  town  of  Cortlandville,  and  fol- 
lowed that  vocation  the  most  of  his  life. 
He  died  September  25,  1886.  His  wife  sur- 
vives him,  and  lives  with  their  only  child, 
William  J.,  the  subject  of  this  biography. 
He  was  a Republican  so  far  as  adherence  to 
party  went.  He  was  an  active  worker  in  the 
church,  and  identified  himself  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  McGrawville. 

Our  subject  married  Marcia  Hollister, 
daughter  of  Henry  D.  Hollister,  on  October 
21,  1883,  and  this  happy  union  has  been 
blessed  with  the  birth  of  one  son,  Wil- 
liam H.  Mr.  Buchanan  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  McGrawville,  and 
is  an  elder  and  pillar  of  the  church.  He  is 
a thoroughly  good  man,  and  may  be  always 
found  on  the  side  of  sound  truth  and  moral- 
ity. 


BENJAMIN  TOWNSEND  WRIGHT. 
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ENJAMIN  TOWNSEND 
WRIGHT.  This  gentleman,  a rep- 
resentative and  influential  citizen 
of  the  village  of  Cortland,  and  well  known 
throughout  the  Judicial  District,  in  which  he 
lives,  as  a lawyer  of  repute  and  sterling 
worth,  enjoys  a large,  lucrative  general  prac- 
tice. He  comes  from  good  American  stock, 
that  has  well  accomplished  its  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  country,  and  in  obtaining 
its  independence  and  in  maintaining  it.  He 
was  born  in  Carmel,  Putnam  County,  N.  Y., 
and  is  a son  of  Thomas  S.  Wright,  grandson 
of  Reuben  Wright,  great-grandson  of  Reuben 
Wright,  Sr.,  and  great-great-grandson  of 
Thomas  Wright,  who  lived  at  White  Plains, 
Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary period,  and  was  a direct  descend- 
ant of  the  Wrights  who  came  from  England 
and  settled  on  Long  Island.  This  early  pio- 
neer and  ancestor  of  our  subject  was  a Qua- 
ker and  a miller  by  trade.  He  followed  that 
occupation  all  his  life.  During  the  Revolu- 
tion he  furnished  flour  for  the  soldiers  of  the 
patriot  army,  and  so  important  was  his  mill 
considered  that  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  was  sent 
up  from  Peekskill  with  a brigade  to  guard  it. 
He  received  his  pay  in  Continental  money, 
and  when  it  was  suggested  to  him  that  it 
would  be  safer  to  invest  it  in  real  estate  he 
refused,  thus  showing  his  loyalty  and  his  con- 
fidence in  the  cause  he  espoused.  He  believed 
the  currency  would  be  redeemed,  but  it  was 
not,  and  his  children’s  children  and  grandchil- 
dren used  thousands  of  dollars  of  it  for  book 
marks.  He  reared  a large  family  and  left  the 
mills  to  his  son  Reuben,  at  his  death,  who, 
like  his  father  before  him,  followed  milling. 
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Reuben  Wright,  Jr.,  son  of  the  Reuben 
named  above,  adopted  the  calling  of  an  agri- 
culturist and  lived  at  Somers,  Westchester 
County.  He  married  Margaret  Strang, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Strange,  whose  father 
was  an  officer  in  the  Continental  Army 
during  the  Revolution.  The  Strangs  were 
of  French  origin,  their  original  name  being 
La  Strange,  which  being  Anglicized  is  as 
above.  Their  ancestors  were  Huguenots, 
who  left  France  to  escape  persecution.  In 
America  they  identified  themselves  with  the 
Presbyterians.  Reuben  Wright,  Jr.,  was 
father  of  a family  of  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  Thomas  S.  was  the  eldest. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Strang 
Wright,  was  born  in  Somers,  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y.  He  chose  the  trade  of  car- 
penter and  joiner,  making  it  his  chief  occu- 
pation. He  was  progressive,  ambitious  and 
soon  became  noted  for  his  skill,  ingenuity 
and  integrity  in  his  business  as  a builder  and 
contractor.  He  built  railroad  and  other 
bridges,  and  gave  especial  attention  to  the 
construction  of  church  edifices.  He  married 
Mary  E.  Crane,  who  was  born  at  Carmel, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Crane  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.  Nathaniel 
Crane’s  father  was  John  Crane,  who  was  a 
major  in  the  Continental  army,  and  was  once 
judge  of  Dutchess  County.  This  family  of 
Cranes  is  of  English  ancestry  ; they  are  de- 
scended from  Puritan  stock  and  were  Presby- 
terians. Interesting  anecdotes  illustrating 
the  daring  and  skill  of  Major  Crane  as  an 
officer  are  told,  among  which  is  the  follow- 
ing : Receiving  information  that  some  fifty 

or  sixty  Tories,  enlisted  in  the  British  army, 
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were  to  be  mustered  into  that  service  on  a 
certain  night,  by  British  officers  sent  from 
New  York  for  that  purpose,  he  resolved  to 
prevent  the  muster,  and,  if  possible,  to  capture 
the  whole  party.  He  summoned  to  his  aid 
two  resolute  men  from  the  highlands,  who, 
armed  with  muskets  with  bayonets,  accom- 
panied him  after  dark  to  the  rendezvous  of 
the  Tories,  a secluded  log  house,  having  only 
one  door  and  a window.  On  arriving  at  the 
place,  he  became  assured  that  the  Tories  and 
officers  had  assembled.  He  then  quietly  sta- 
tioned his  two  men,  one  at  the  door  and  one 
at  the  window,  and  riding  about  furiously  on 
his  horse,  in  a stentorian  voice  began  to  order 
up  his  troops,  and  place  them  in  position 
about  the  building.  These  troops,  of  course, 
were  only  imaginary  ones,  but  they  answered 
the  purpose,  for  the  Tories  believed  they  were 
surrounded  and  their  terror  was  increased 
when  one  attempted  to  peer  out  of  the  door 
and  was  met  by  a bayonet  thrust  from  the 
guard  there.  After  fully  impressing  those 
inside  that  they  were  surrounded  by  a super- 
ior force,  he  demanded  their  surrender. 
They  wanted  to  parley,  but  he  told  them 
they  must  surrender  at  once,  or  take  the  con- 
sequences. They  concluded  to  surrender, 
when  it  was  arranged  that  he  should  send  in 
two  to  bind  them.  He  sent  in  his  two  aids 
with  cords,  already  provided,  who  bound  the 
whole  crowd.  When  the  prisoners  found 
they  had  been  captured  by  three  men  their 
chagrin  and  rage  were  uncontrollable,  but 
they  were  bound  and  helpless. 

Thomas  S.  Wright  soon  after  his  marriage 
moved  to  Carmel,  Putnam  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  lived  for  a few  years,  and  then  re- 


moved to  Brooklyn,  from  which  city  he  re- 
turned to  Somers,  N.  Y.  In  1850  he  moved 
to  Richford,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  farming 
for  ten  years,  after  which  he  made  his  home 
in  Lisle,  Broome  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics  until  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party,  when  he  joined  this  party 
and  remained  a member  of  it  till  his  death. 
His  wife  died  in  January,  1897,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  her  son,  Benjamin  T.,  in  Cortland, 
N.  Y.  There  were  born  to  them  eight  chil 
dren.  The  eldest,  Benjamin  T.,  our  subject, 
was  named  after  his  mother’s  maternal  grand- 
father, Benjamin  Townsend,  who,  though  of 
Quaker  descent,  early  became  a Methodist 
and  was  noted  for  his  piety  and  religious  zeal 
and  work. 

Benjamin  T.  Wright  passed  his  minority 
on  a farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  except  one  year  spent  at  the  Cort- 
land Academy  in  Homer,  N.  Y.  He  began 
the  study  of  law  with  McDowell  & Edwards 
of  Lisle,  N.  Y.,  but  left  his  legal  studies  and 
volunteered  for  service  in  the  Union  army 
soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War. 
He  enlisted  in  Co.  F.  27th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol. 
Inf.  for  two  years,  but  was  transferred  to  Co. 
H.  168th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  the  regiment 
going  into  service  as  a part  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  He  served  until  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term.  He  was  placed  on  the  color- 
guard  of  that  regiment  and  for  a time  acted 
as  color-bearer.  In  1863  the  regiment  was 
transferred  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
and  sent  to  Georgia  with  the  troops  ordered 
there  as  reinforcements  after  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  and  when  Sherman’s  army 
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started  on  its  grand  march  to  the  sea,  his 
regiment  was  detailed  to  watch  and  guard  the 
bridge  across  the  Tennessee  at  Bridgeport, 
Alabama. 

While  in  the  army  he  was  on  a gunboat 
during  three  naval  fights  in  which  the  boat 
was  engaged,  and  in  one  ol  which  he  was  an 
active  participant, — an  unusual  and  strange 
experience  for  an  infantryman. 

Among  the  services  performed  by  him  in 
the  army  was  one  in  which  he  took  part  in 
1863 — a hazardous  raid  by  infantry  to  within 
a few  miles  of  Richmond  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  certain  military  and  medical  stores 
belonging  to  the  Confederates.  The  raid 
was  successful  in  accomplishing  its  object, 
but  the  command  came  near  being  cut  off  and 
captured.  The  raiding  party  was  made  up 
of  detachments  of  volunteers  from  several 
regiments.  The  one  belonging  to  his  regi- 
ment, 140  in  number,  was  left  at  an  advanta- 
geous position  at  a cross  roads  a few  miles 
from  the  objective  point,  with  orders  to  hold 
the  position  at  all  hazards,  and  to  keep  open 
communication.  An  attack  was  made  upon 
them  by  a greatly  superior  force  of  rebels, 
and  a severe  fight,  considering  the  number 
engaged,  ensued,  lasting  several  hours.  The 
Union  troops  held  the  position  till  the  return 
of  the  other  portion  of  the  command,  and 
were  highly  commended  by  the  commanding 
officer  for  so  doing. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr. 
Wright  returned  to  the  study  of  law  and  was 
soon  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  shortly  there- 
after he  was  employed  in  the  U.  S.  Provost 
Marshal’s  office  at  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  contin- 
ued in  that  service  for  several  months. 


At  the  close  of  his  service  in  the  Provost 
Marshal’s  office, he  settled  down  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Whitney  Point,  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  staying  there  something  over 
a year.  In  May,  1866,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Howland,  daughter  of  Arte- 
mas  Howland  of  Lisle,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing July  he  moved  his  law  office  and  resi- 
dence to  Marathon,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y. 
Here  he  soon  obtained  an  extensive  practice 
and  entered  with  great  spirit  into  all  matters 
of  public  interest,  and  took  a prominent  part 
in  politics,  local,  state  and  national.  For 
several  years,  and  until  the  time  of  his  re- 
moval therefrom,  he  was  attorney  and  coun- 
sel of  the  village  of  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  and 
rendered  efficient  service  in  that  capacity  in 
the  preparation  of  its  by-laws,  and  in  procur- 
ing their  adoption  and  enforcement.  He 
helped  to  organize  there  a council  of  the 
Loyal  League,  and  for  several  years  was  its 
efficient  and  zealous  president.  In  the  fall  of 
1873  he  was  elected  district  attorney  of  Cort- 
land County,  and  in  February,  1874,  moved 
his  office  to  Cortland  village,  the  county  seat, 
and  settled  there  with  his  family  in  April  of 
the  same  year.  He  obtained  an  enviable  rep- 
utation as  district  attorney,  and  successfully 
prosecuted  a large  number  of  very  important 
criminal  cases,  and  paid  into  the  county 
treasury  from  fines  and  penalties  collected  by 
him  sums  of  money  largely  in  excess  of  his 
salary  for  his  entire  term. 

Since  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  district 
attorney  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  energies 
to  the  civil  branch  of  his  profession,  and  has 
acquired  an  excellent  reputation  for  loyalty 
and  earnest  work  for  his  clients,  and  has  been 
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correspondingly  successful  and  built  up  a 
large  practice,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged. 

He  has  also  been  closely  identified  with 
Cortland  and  her  interests,  and  taken  a prom- 
inent part  in  politics.  He  is,  and  ever  since 
the  organization  of  that  party  has  been,  a 
prominent  Republican,  but  has  not  hesitated 
to  rebuke  party  action  in  local  politics,  when 
he  believed  such  rebuke  to  be  essential  to  the 
good  of  his  party  or  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people.  His  motto  in  politics  is  : “ Country 
before  party,”  and  by  that  rule  he  fearlessly 
acts.  He  is  a stalwart  fighter  for  what  he 
believes  to  be  right ; so  much  so  that  during 
a fierce  political  campaign  some  years  ago 
his  adversaries  taking  advantage  of  his  mid- 
dle initial,  and  as  a term  of  reproach,  nick- 
named him  “Tecumseh.”  The  name  stuck, 
and  he  is  still  often  called  “Tecumseh,”  but 
the  term  has  lost  its  bitterness,  and  is  now 
used  only  in  kindliness  or  as  a friendly  salu- 
tation. 

Mr.  Wright  has  been  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  over  thirty  years,  and  assist- 
ed to  organize  Western  Light  Lodge  at 
Lisle,  N.  Y.  He  was  the  first  junior  warden 
of  that  lodge,  and  afterwards  its  senior  war- 
den. He  is  now  a member  of  Cortlandville 
Lodge,  No.  470,  F.  & A.  M.  He  is  a firm 
believer  in  the  principles  of  this  Order,  and 
in  his  early  years  was  an  ardent  worker  in 
the  Order,  and  frequently  honored  with  office 
therein. 

In  religious  matters  he  is  a Congregation- 
alist,  being  a member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  Society  of  Cortland,  N. 
Y.;  is  a member  of  its  board  of  trustees  and 
for  three  years  past  chairman  of  the  board  ; 


for  many  years  he  has  been  an  active  worker 
in  the  Sunday  School  connected  with  that 
church.  He  was  its  first  librarian,  and  as 
such  organized  the  library  system  now  used 
there  and  contributed  much  towards  bring- 
ing the  library  to  its  present  efficient  condi- 
tion. 

For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been  and 
still  is  a member  of  Grover  Post,  No.  98, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Department  of 
New  York.  For  two  consecutive  terms  he 
was  commander  of  the  post,  and  has  been 
frequently  rewarded  for  his  devotion  and 
service  in  the  cause  of  the  Grand  Army  with 
positions  on  the  staff  of  the  Department 
Commander,  being  in  1880  Inspector  Gen- 
eral of  the  Department  of  New  York  on  the 
staff  of  Hon.  L.  Coe  Young,  who  was  the  De- 
partment Commander  of  the  state.  The  In- 
spector’s Report  of  that  year,  submitted  by 
him,  received  the  hearty  commendation  of 
the  annual  encampment  for  being  the  most 
perfect  and  complete  report  ever  submitted 
to  the  State  Encampment.  He  was,  also,  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  National  Commander 
Gen.  Russell  A.  Alger,  and  became  and  con- 
tinues to  be  a member  of  the  Russell  A. 
Alger  National  Staff  Association,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Cortland  County  Veterans 
Association,  and  other  veteran  associations 
also. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a lover  of  nature,  and  in  his 
youth  was  an  enthusiastic  sportsman.  He 
still  enjoys  his  annual  seasons  of  recreation 
in  field  or  forest,  on  the  lake  or  beside  the 
stream  with  rod  and  gun. 

Our  subject  is  a good  after-dinner  speaker, 
and  has  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  orator 
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at  the  bar  and  on  the  political  platform,  and 
is  much  sought  after  as  a speaker  in  political 
meetings  and  at  social  and  Grand  Army  as- 
semblies. But  he  always  appears  at  his  best 
when  opposing  public  wrongs  or  in  defend- 
ing the  weak  and  oppressed,  when  his  sym- 
pathy is  always  sure  to  be  aroused  and  all 
his  energies  and  powers  fully  enlisted  in  the 
cause.  Mr.  Wright’s  portrait  appears  on  a 
preceding  page  in  connection  with  this 
sketch  of  his  life. 


RA  S.  CRANDALL,  deputy  sheriff  of 
Cortland  County,  was  born  in  De  Ruy- 
ter,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  January  3, 
1844,  and  is  a son  of  William  G.  Crandall  and 
grandson  of  William  Crandall,  who  came 
from  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Madison 
County,  where  he  settled  on  a farm  and 
thereafter  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  lived  to  be  eighty  years  old.  The  chil- 
dren by  his  second  wife,  Polly  Greenman, 
were  as  follows  : Jonathan;  William  G.;  Ver- 
non ; Darwin;  and  Jane. 

The  father  of  Ira  S.  settled  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town  of  De  Ruyter,  Madison 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  but 
later  moved  to  the  town  of  Lincklaen,  Che- 
nango County,  where  his  last  years  were 
spent,  and  where  his  family  was  finally  called 
upon  to  mourn  his  death,  when  he  was  aged 
seventy-four  years.  He  was  a successful 
man  in  many  ways,  being  endowed  with 
more  than  ordinary  executive  ability,  and 
knew  full  well  the  significance  of  the  saying 
that  “a  penny  saved  is  a penny  earned.”  He 


married  Eliza  Ann  Maxon,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Benjamin  C.  Maxon,  who  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  was  a son  of  Benjamin  Maxon, 
who  was  a patriot  of  the  War  of  the  colonies 
for  Independence.  Capt.  Maxon  came  from 
the  east,  and  was  a pioneer  settler  of  Cuyler 
Hill,  where  he  cleared  a large  farm,  and  en- 
joyed the  benefits  that  accrue  from  a frugal, 
country  life.  Our  subject’s  mother  died  at 
the  age  of  forty-five,  having  given  birth  to 
the  following  family  of  children:  Annie  P.; 
Elvira,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  ; Oscar 
A.;  Ira  S.,  our  subject;  Martha;  and  Eulalia, 
who  died  at  an  early  age. 

Ira  S.  finished  his  education  at  De  Ruyter 
Institute,  and  adopted  farming  as  a pursuit. 
He  purchased  a farm  at  Georgetown,  Madi- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  which  after  twelve  years 
of  uniform  success  he  sold  to  advantage,  and 
purchased  in  Union  Valley  the  D.  Clark 
farm.  This  farm  at  a later  date  was  disposed 
of,  and  the  proceeds  went  into  the  purchase 
of  the  J.  Vail  place,  in  the  village  of  Union 
Valley,  which  property  he  farmed  until  1893, 
when  he  sold  it,  and  became  the  owner  of 
his  present  farm,  buying  it  of  James  Bell. 
He  has  since  resided  on  this  place,  and  car- 
ried on  farming  in  a small  way.  For  twelve 
consecutive  years  he  has  served  as  deputy 
sheriff.  When  he  first  settled  at  Union  Val- 
ley, he  began  to  follow  the  profession  of  an 
auctioneer,  and  has  been  very  successful ; his 
work  in  this  line  has  extended  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  Cortland  County  into  Chenango,  Cayu- 
ga, Madison  and  Tompkins  Counties.  Fluent, 
ready,  and  even  voluble  in  his  speech,  as 
befits  a successful  auctioneer,  he  is  also  gift- 
ed with  an  exceptionally  clear,  strong  voice, 
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which  rarely  tires  or  gives  evidence  of  ex- 
haustion, and  a peculiarly  penetrating  eye, 
which  holds  his  audiences  to  him,  with  irre- 
sistible, one  might  say  magnetic,  power. 

Mr.  Crandall  married  Miss  Emily  E.  Bur- 
dick, daughter  of  Daniel  C.  Burdick  of  Linck- 
laen,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.  He  has  one 
child,  William  G.,  born  in  Madison  County, 
who  is  a member  of  the  live,  enterprising 
mercantile  firm  of  Yeager  & Crandall  of 
Homer,  this  county.  Our  subject  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  besides  having  served  as 
deputy  sheriff,  to  which  mention  has  already 
been  made,  has  been  a constable  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  is  a notar}'-  public,  having 
served  for  the  past  six  years. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Crandall  enlisted  in  Co.  L., 
20th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Cav.,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
experiencing  life  on  the  battle-field  in  the  en- 
gagements of  Deep  Bottom  Landing,  and 
Spring  Hill,  and  numerous  skirmishes.  He 
is  a member  of  the  W.  E.  Hunt  Post,  G.  A. 
R.,  No.  376,  of  De  Ruyter. 


§OHN  KIRKUP,  a leading  and  influen- 
tial farmer  of  the  town  of  Homer, 
was  born  in  Abbeytown,  County  of 
Cumberland,  England,  January  7,  1849.  He 
is  a son  of  William  Kirkup,  who  was  born 
and  lived  and  died  in  the  above  county. 

William  Kirkup  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  married  Margaret  Hayton,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  county  as  her  husband. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  sixty -eight,  in  1872. 
He  was  called  to  the  other  world  in  1892, 


aged  seventy  eight.  Five  children  were  fos- 
tered at  their  threshold,  who  bore  the  follow- 
ing names:  Ann;  Mary;  Martha,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  ; John  ; and  Esther  E. 

John  Kirkup,  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  these  lines,  received  his  education  in 
the  common  and  high  schools  and  Green 
Row  Academy,  on  the  seashore  of  North 
England.  He  left  the  academy  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  to  work  for  his  uncle,  John  Holli- 
day, on  the  farm,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  When  he  reached  his  majority,  in 
common  with  others  of  his  fellow  country- 
men, he  sought  a home  in  freedom-loving 
America.  His  place  of  landing  was  New 
York  City,  arriving  there  November  9,  1869. 
He  came  direct  to  Homer  and  made  his 
home  with  Mr.  Atkinson  of  that  place.  His 
first  employer  was  Isaac  Foster,  for  whom  he 
worked  two  years.  He  was  next  with  John 
H.  Miller  a year,  then  he  went  to  New  Or- 
leans, La.,  and  after  spending  six  months  in 
the  South,  returned  to  the  employ  of  Mr 
John  H.  Miller.  The  following  two  years 
were  spent  with  George  W.  Miller  and 
George  Johnson;  he  then  rented  a farm  in 
the  town  of  Solon  and  stayed  upon  it  four 
years ; from  there  he  moved  to  J udge  Gillett’s 
farm  in  Scott,  where  he  remained  until  1881. 
Since  that  year  he  has  lived  on  a farm  near 
East  Homer. 

Mr.  Kirkup  was  married  December  28, 
1875,  to  Emma  J.  Foster,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Foster  of  Homer,  N.  Y.,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  book.  Four  children 
have  blessed  their  home,  namely:  Margaret; 
Bertha  J.;  William  H.,  deceased  ; and  Earl 
H.  Our  subject  is  an  avowed  Republican. 
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He  was  appointed  to  take  the  census  of  Dis- 
trict No.  1,  of  the  town  of  Homer,  in  1890, 
and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
eight  years,  the  last  term  expiring  in  1892. 
The  duties  of  every  position  to  which  he  has 
been  chosen  have  been  faithfully  and  honest- 
ly discharged.  Socially,  Mr.  Kirkup  is  a 
member  of  the  Albright  Grange,  No.  440, 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  in  which  organization 
he  is  now  steward,  having  held  every  other 
office  except  that  of  treasurer.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  East  Homer  M.  E.  Church,  a 
trustee  and  an  active  worker.  He  is  also  in- 
terested in  the  Sabbath  School,  of  which  he 
has  been  steward  and  superintendent  for  the 
past  seven  years.  He  is  quite  a reader,  where- 
by he  keeps  himself  posted  on  all  political  and 
current  events.  He  is  a thorough  Christian 
gentleman,  and  has  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  townsmen  to  the  fullest  extent. 


\vV  / I ELI  AM  A.  BENTLEY,  deceased, 
V^V  late  an  esteemed  citizen  of  Mara- 
thon, was  a son  of  William  Bentley  and 
was  born  July  24,  1817,  in  Albany  County, 
this  state.  After  acquiring  a good  education, 
he  moved  to  the  village  of  Marathon,  where 
he  built  and  operated  a tannery  until  1878, 
when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  During  the 
time  he  was  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  above 
industry,  he  succeeded  in  establishing  an  en- 
viable trade,  and  in  earning  an  ample  compe- 
tency. Mr.  Bentley  chose  for  his  first  wife 
Sallie  Dunham,  and  they  reared  three  chil- 
dren— two  sons  and  one  daughter.  His 
second  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Lizzie  Sutfin. 
For  his  third  wife  he  chose  Mary  E.  Beach, 


and  they  were  happily  married  August  21, 
1867.  Two  children  blessed  their  home: 
William  A.,  who  married  Eva  Mack,  and  is  a 
bookkeeper  and  cashier  of  Oxford,  Chenango 
County  ; and  Edward  S.,  who  died  March  14, 
1883,  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Mrs.  Bentley  is  a daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Anna  (Adams)  Beach,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  Later  Mr. 
Beach  moved  to  Willet,  this  county,  where 
he  lived  a number  of  years  and  then  took  up 
his  residence  in  Marathon,  where  he  lived 
with  a daughter  till  his  death.  He  adopted 
the  calling  of  an  agriculturist  and  followed 
that  occupation  all  his  life.  He  was  the 
father  of  nine  children,  who  were  as  follows: 
Betsey;  Stephen;  Robert;  Abigail;  Eliza; 
Aurelia;  Mary  E.;  Charles;  and  John,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

On  July  7,  1886,  Mrs.  Bentley  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  her  husband.  It 
was  a severe  blow  to  his  wife  and  to  his  many 
devoted  friends,  who  were  never  tired  of 
praising  his  commendable  traits  of  character. 
Persevering,  continuous  and  energetic  efforts 
were  the  factors  of  Mr.  Bentley’s  success. 
Sound  judgment  and  a determined  power  of 
will  hewed  out  for  him  the  means  to  pass 
life’s  twilight  in  ease.  On  a page  in  proxim- 
ity to  this  appears  a portrait  of  Mr.  Bentley, 
which  adds  a decided  interest  to  the  above 
sketch  of  his  life  and  associations. 


ISAAC  FOSTER,  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial, thrifty,  and  successful  retired 
farmers  of  Cortland  County,  resides  in 
the  town  of  Homer,  where  he  settled  soon 
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after  his  emigration  to  this  county  from  Eng- 
land in  1849.  He  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Cum- 
berland County,  England,  April  13,  1827,  and 
has  therefore  reached  the  age  of  a septuage- 
narian. His  parents,  James  and  Margaret 
Foster,  were  in  very  poor  circumstances,  and 
to  make  our  subject’s  lot  the  worse,  he  was 
bereaved  of  his  father  when  an  infant  of  a 
little  more  than  two  summers.  His  widowed 
mother  was  left  with  the  responsibility  of 
rearing  him  and  his  two  older  brothers, 
James  and  John,  and  to  lighten  her  cares 
found  homes  for  the  two  older  boys  in  the 
homes  of  neighboring  farmers.  Until  he 
was  old  enough  to  do  for  himself,  our  sub- 
ject received  the  watchful  care  and  love  of  a 
sainted  mother,  but  he  grew  to  manhood 
with  scarcely  any  schooling,  for  the  more 
important  questions  of  how  to  provide  food 
and  clothing  for  himself  at  the  immediate 
moment  engrossed  his  time  and  his  thoughts. 
He  became  a farmer,  and  supported  himself 
at  farm  labor  from  a very  early  age,  thus 
receiving  on  the  English  farms  excellent 
instruction  in  the  pursuits  of  husbandry.  In 
1849,  and  his  mother  embarked  for  Amer- 
ica, whither  they  had  been  preceded  b)r  his 
older  brother  John. 

In  September,  1849,  Mr.  Foster  came  to 
East  Homer  with  $20.00  as  the  total  of  his 
worldly  possessions.  He  secured  employ- 
ment on  a farm  with  a wage  of  $13.00  per 
month  above  his  board  and  keep.  He 
worked  faithfully  for  two  years,  husbanding 
his  resources,  and  saving  his  earnings,  so 
that  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  rented  a farm 
in  the  town  of  Truxton.  He  had  brought  a 
good  watch  from  England  with  him,  and 


this  he  now  traded  for  a horse,  bought 
another  horse  then,  and  set  to  work  in 
earnest  to  operate  his  rented  farm  and  to 
advance  himself  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
community  by  showing  that  he  was  made  of 
the  right  sort  of  stuff,  and  was  just  the  kind 
of  a man  that  is  always  welcome  wherever 
he  may  be  placed.  After  running  the  farm 
for  two  years  and  making  an  undoubted  suc- 
cess of  his  agricultural  labors,  he  purchased 
‘a  farm  of  224  acres  near  East  Homer,  now 
occupied  by  his  son,  Isaac  Foster,  Jr.,  and 
soon  after  became  a valued  resident  of 
Homer  township.  Later  he  bought  still 
another  farm  of  160  acres,  adjoining  his  first 
property.  He  made  a success  of  farming, 
and  engaged  to  no  small  extent  in  dairying, 
in  which  he  also  found  remunerative  profits. 
He  was  thus  engaged  in  improving  and 
making  sure  of  his  fortune  until  his  retire- 
ment a few  years  since,  to  reap  the  rewards 
of  ease  from  labor,  earned  by  his  up-hill 
struggle  for  a comfortable  living.  He  has 
now  an  ample  competency  to  put  all  thought 
of  an  evil  to-morrow  far  from  him,  and  to 
place  him  among  the  first  farmers  of  the 
county.  All  that  he  has  has  been  acquired 
by  hard  and  well  directed  efforts  put  forth 
in  legitimate  lines  of  husbandry,  and  by  an 
economical  administration  of  his  estate,  and 
a curtailment  of  unnecessary  expenses.  His 
property  is  well  improved,  with  stock  in 
abundance,  ample  machinery,  and  that  well 
housed  and  taken  care  of,  and  excellent  farm 
buildings.;  altogether  the  surroundings  of 
the  place  are  those  of  an  industrious,  thrifty 
farmer,  who  knows  well  the  value  of  farm 
products,  and  knows  how  to  make  the  best 
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use  of  the  means  at  hand.  He  is  a member 
of  Albright  Grange,  No.  440,  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  and  has  always  been  a Republi- 
can, but  with  no  desire  for  public  office. 

In  his  life-work  Mr.  Foster  has  not  been 
forced  to  fight  his  battles  alone,  but  has  been 
aided  by  one  of  the  truest  and  noblest  of 
women,  who  has  been  all  that  a wife  could 
be.  Her  sympathy  has  comforted  in  times 
of  trouble,  and  her  woman’s  instinct  has 
guided  him  aright,  when  he  was  in  doubt 
which  way  to  pursue.  Their  union  was 
solemnized  on  May  17,  1851.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Jane  Miller,  her  parents  being 
John  and  Isabella  (Wallace)  Miller,  natives 
of  the  Parish  of  Hulton,  County  of  Cumber- 
land, England.  Mrs.  Foster  was  born  June 
27,  1826.  Her  parents  with  the  family,  then 
consisting  of  Thomas,  Jane,  Hannah,  Mary 
and  John,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1833,  locating  temporarily  in  the  town  of 
Preble,  this  county.  Soon  after,  however, 
they  settled  in  the  town  of  Truxton,  where 
they  resided  for  eight  years.  Then  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller  came  to  East  Homer,  where  the 
declining  years  of  their  life  were  spent  in  the 
midst  of  their  large  family,  surrounded  by 
all  the  good  things  of  life.  At  the  time  of 
Mr.  Miller’s  death,  which  occurred  August 
20,  1851,  he  left  a family  of  ten  children,  all 
of  whom  were  in  excellent  health,  hearty 
and  prosperous,  and  all  living  in  Cortland 
County,  quite  an  exceptional  record.  Mr. 
Miller  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  but  after 
he  came  to  this  country,  he  g'ave  all  his 
attention  to  farming  and  dairying.  By  his 
own  efforts,  intelligently  put  forth,  he 
became  possessed  of  a good  farm,  fertile  and 
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well  stocked.  Mr.  Miller  was  an  activ-e 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  East  Homer 
for  many  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  as  follows:  John  H.,  who 
died  in  1861,  aged  ten  years;  Emma  J.,  the 
wife  of  John  Kirkup,  a prosperous  and  enter- 
prising farmer,  residing  near  East  Homer, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; James  of  East  Homer  married  Laura 
Rowe;  Isabella  of  East  Homer;  Margaret, 
relict  of  Thomas  Bell  of  East  Homer;  Isaac 
J.  married  Inez  Vandenburg,  and  farms  his 
father’s  largest  estate  of  224  acres;  and 
Mariette  of  Cortland,  N.  Y. 


QYRTHUR  E.  GARDINER,  assessor  of 

Z— A the  town  of  Virgil,  and  one  of  the 
z , town’s  representative  agricultur- 

ists, was  born  in  the  town  of  Willet,  this 
county,  April  12,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Ish- 
mael  E.  and  Lizania  (Eaton)  Gardiner. 

Nathan  A.  Gardiner,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  settled  in  Columbus,  Cortland  County, 
later  living  in  the  town  of  Willet,  where  he 
bought  a farm  and  improved  the  same.  The 
property  is  now  owned  by  his  heirs.  He 
died  when  aged  sixty-one  )-ears,  ten  months 
and  twenty-two  days.  The  children  by  his 
first  wife  were  William;  Ishmael  E.;  Isben  ; 
and  Nathan  A.,  Jr.  His  second  wife  was 
Philofa  Clark. 

Ishmael  E.,  the  second  son,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Columbus,  and  became  the  owner  of 
the  homestead  by  purchase.  He  built  a new 
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barn,  and  remodeled  and  modernized  the 
house  that  his  father  had  first  erected.  Gen- 
eral farming  continued  to  occupy  his  atten- 
tion until  1892,  when  in  June  of  that  year  his 
death  occurred,  being  caused  by  a kick  from 
a horse.  His  wife  and  sons,  Ernest  and 
Llewellyn,  now  carry  on  the  farm.  Mr. 
Gardiner  was  a Republican  in  respect  to  his 
political  views,  and  was  honored  with  a num- 
ber of  the  township  offices.  The  M.  E.  Church 
was  fortunate  in  having  him  as  a member,  for 
he  was  a hard  worker,  and  was  never  so  well 
pleased  as  when  doing  good.  The  following 
children  composed  his  family  : Arthur  E., 

the  subject  of  this  personal  history;  Minnie, 
who  became  the  wife  of  William  Jones; 
Ernest,  who  married  Delia  Draper  of  Low- 
man,  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.;  Jennie,  who 
married  Oscar  Sargent ; Alice,  who  wedded 
Andrew  Potts;  and  Llewellyn. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  in 
Willet  township,  and  received  a thorough 
training  in  farming  on  the  home  place. 
From  the  homestead  he  started  out  for  him- 
self and  worked  for  others  until  the  spring 
of  1890,  when  he  came  to  the  town  of  Virgil, 
and  purchased  the  Gridley  farm  of  112  acres 
on  the  East  Side.  Upon  this  estate,  where 
others  had  failed  to  succeed,  Mr.  Gardiner  by 
far-sighted  judgment  and  hard  work  has  not 
only  secured  a good  living,  but  has  trans- 
formed the  farm  into  one  of  the  nicest  farm- 
ing properties  in  his  neighborhood.  The 
fields  are  well  tilled,  buildings  in  excellent 
repair,  the  barns  and  houses  having  been  re- 
modeled and  enlarged,  and  all  the  surround- 
ings of  the  place  show  the  results  of  superior 
farming  methods.  Mr.  Gardiner  has  or- 


chards of  fruit,  which  he  set  out  himself,  and 
a choice  dairy  of  fifteen  milch  cows.  He 
owns  three  fine  horses,  and  has  stylish  turn- 
outs in  which  to  make  his  country  drives. 

Mr.  Gardiner  married  Miss  Isabella  E. 
Morey,  daughter  of  Luman  B.  Morey  of 
Willet  township,  and  four  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  who  are  named  as  follows  : 
Earl  L.;  Louis  M.;  Ray  J.;  and  Clarence  I. 
Our  subject  has  been  steadfast  in  his  advo- 
cacy of  Republican  principles,  and  since 
1895  has  served  as  assessor  of  the  town  of 
Virgil.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  county 
committee  for  a number  of  years,  and  is  a 
valued  worker  in  each  political  campaign. 
He  is  a member  of  Marathon  Grange,  P.  of  H. 
He  and  his  family  attend  the  M.  E.  Church 
of  East  Virgil. 


iHAUNCEY  R.  DICKINSON,  a sub- 
I Sp  stantial  agriculturist  of  the  town  of 
Cincinnatus,  is  a son  of  Eli  C.  and 
Sophia  ( Rockwell ) Dickinson,  and  was  born 
March  25,  1836,  in  the  town  of  Cincinnatus, 
this  county. 

His  grandfather,  Solomon  Dickinson,  was 
a native  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  but  came  to  the 
town  of  Cincinnatus,  locating  one  mile  west  of 
the  village,  where  he  improved  a farm  upon 
which  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Eli  C.  Dickinson  was  also  born  in  Connec- 
ticut, coming  to  this  county  when  a young 
man,  and  living  here  all  his  life.  He  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade.  For  five  years  he  was 
superintendent  of  schools  for  the  town  of 
Cincinnatus,  and  gave  universal  satisfaction. 
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He  also  served  as  supervisor  for  two  terms. 
He  was  a Democrat  formerly,  but  upon  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  he  joined 
its  ranks,  and  so  continued  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1863.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Sophia  Rockwell,  and  to  them 
was  born  a family  of  eight  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  remaining  were 
named  as  follows:  Statira  M.,  born  April  10, 
1823,  died  April  2,  1872;  DeWitt  C,  born 
January  4,  1827,  died  July  2,  1895  ; Albert  N., 
born  April  23,  1829,  died  in  1871  ; Lorin  R., 
born  April  10,  1833,  died  in  1848;  Chauncey 
R.,  March  25,  1836;  and  Charles  M.,  May  29, 
1833.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  were 
energetic,  hard  working  Christian  people. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Dickinson,  Ezra  Rock- 
well, came  to  the  town  of  Solon  and  settled 
on  a military  claim  drawn  by  his  lather  for 
services  rendered  in  the  War  of  1812.  Our 
subject’s  mother  died  April  2,  1877. 

Chauncey  R.  Dickinson  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  was  advanced  still 
farther  in  the  Cincinnatus  Academy.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  school  life  he  started  out  as 
a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store  of  Albert  N. 
Dickinson  of  Henry,  Marshall  County,  Illi- 
nois, in  which  he  had  a small  interest.  The 
close  confinement  not  agreeing  with  his 
health,  after  eight  years  of  clerkship,  he  re- 
turned to  Cincinnatus  and  purchased  a farm 
of  100  acres  near  the  village,  and  for  twenty- 
six  years  has  been  engaged  in  its  cultivation. 
His  farm  bears  many  evidences  of  well  ex- 
pended industry  on  the  part  of  its  owner, 
while  his  home  and  its  surroundings  are 
models  of  neatness  and  good  taste. 


Mr.  Dickinson  was  married  April  5,  1865, 
to  Anna  Le  Vaverne  Collins,  a daughter  of 
Jabez  Collins  of  Cortland,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  three  daughters  and  one  son : 
Anna,  wife  of  Thomas  Crane  of  Taylor, 
whose  children  are  Chauncey  L.  and  Rosetta 
Le  Vaverne  ; Eli  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one;  Ella  S.,  who  lives  at  home;  and 
Sopha,  also  at  home.  Politically,  Mr.  Dickin- 
son is  a Republican,  and  has  served  three 
terms  as  excise  commissioner  of  his  town. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Grange.  Both  Mr. 
Dickinson  and  his  estimable  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
he  is  at  present  deacon,  both  taking  an  ac- 
tive share  in  the  work.  Mr.  Dickinson  and 
family  are  active  in  good  works,  and  are 
held  in  high  esteem  by  their  neighbors  for 
their  kindly  benevolence. 

> • 1 

(^Y^LVIN  D.  WALLACE,  proprietor  of 
pi  the  Hotel  Brunswick  of  Cortland 
„ village,  and  one  of  Cortland’s  most 
popular  young  business  men,  was  born  in 
May,  1853.  He  is  a son  of  David  and  Martha 
(Colvin)  Wallace,  and  a grandson  of  David 
Wallace. 

David  Wallace,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Scot- 
land, but  when  still  a young  man  came  to 
America  and  located  in  Rensselaer  County  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  He  followed  the 
occupation  of  a farmer  all  his  lile  and  was 
very  successful.  He  reared  eleven  children, 
— six  boys  and  five  girls. 

David  Wallace,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  New  York  and  received  his 
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education  in  the  common  schools.  He  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Cayuga 
County  as  a means  of  obtaining  a comfort- 
able livelihood,  until  1862,  when  he  moved  to 
Mechanicsville,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y. 
There  he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  until 
1889,  when  he  moved  to  Cortland  to  live 
with  his  son.  He  was  a Republican  in  his 
political  belief.  Religiously,  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Universalist  Church.  He  was  a 
Mason,  being  a member  of  Montgomery 
Lodge,  No.  520,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Stillwater, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Wallace  was  the  father  of  the 
following  children  : Frances,  who  is  now  the 

wife  of  George  Arnold  of  Saratoga ; Alvin 
D.,  our  subject;  Ella,  who  is  the  wife  of  J. 
C.  Baker  of  Mechanicsville,  N.  Y.;  William 
of  Cortland  ; Mary,  the  wife  of  Arthur  John- 
son of  Mechanicsville,  N.  Y.;  and  Charles  of 
Watertown,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Wallace  departed 
this  life  April  30,  1895. 

Alvin  D.  Wallace  received  his  primary  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools,  after  which  he 
attended  the  academy  at  Mechanicsville,  N. 
Y.  He  learned  the  trade  of  wagon  maker, 
which  he  followed  for  twenty  years.  In  1889 
he  came  to  Cortland  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of 
the  popular  Hotel  Brunswick,  which  is 
located  in  the  central  part  of  the  town  on 
Main  Street.  In  the  past  year  he  has  re- 
modeled the  structure  from  cellar  to  roof, 
furnished  all  the  rooms  with  steam  heat,  and 
made  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  in 
Cortland.  He  is  quite  prominent  as  a poli- 
tician and  has  been  a member  of  county  and 
town  committees.  He  is  well  known  in 
social  circles,  and  belongs  to  several  lodges; 


he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and 
belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and 
Commandery  of  Cortland  ; the  Scotish  Rite 
Bodies  of  Syracuse  ; Ziyara  Temple  of 
Utica;  and  is  a member  of  the  Elks  Lodge, 
No.  31,  of  Syracuse;  and  of  Pecos  Tribe  of 
Red  Men,  No.  357,  of  Cortland.  He  is  also 
the  president  of  the  Cortland  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation. He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emma  Hodson  of  Cortland,  February  8,  1882. 
In  business  life,  active  and  straight-forward  ; 
in  social  circles  a true  and  firm  friend,  Mr. 
Wallace  is  surrounded  by  many  well-wishers. 


ARVEY  Z.  TUTTLE,  a respected 
r^l  and  prominent  farmer  of  Freetown, 

-L3  V --  is  a son  of  Chauncey  and  Phoebe 

Jane  (Fuller)  Tuttle,  and  was  born  Novem- 
ber 5,  1853,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Herki- 
mer County,  N.  Y.  This  family  is  of  English 
origin,  but  some  of  its  members  came  to 
America  at  an  early  date,  and  there  are  rec- 
ords that  show  that  the  Tuttle  family,  of 
which  our  subject  is  a member,  is  connected 
with  the  Tuttles,  who  were  pioneer  settlers 
of  New  England.  From  these  primal  repre- 
sentatives is  descended  through  a long  line, 
Ransom  Tuttle,  the  grandfather  of  the  pres- 
ent scion.  Ransom  Tuttle  was  born  July  8, 
1785,  and  died  in  Salisbury,  N.  Y.,  December 
4,  1865.  He  was  married  to  Ethena  Ellis  in 
December,  1806.  She  was  born  December  4, 
1788,  in  Westmoreland,  N.  H.,  and  passed 
away  July  2,  1871.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children : Sarah  C.,  born 
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August  28,  1807;  Eliza,  born  in  December, 
1808,  and  died  January  17,  1853;  Alanson, 
born  September  14,  1810;  Saphronia,  born 
September  18,  1812  ; Harriet,  born  November 
15,  1814;  William,  born  May  9,  1817,  and 
died  October  17,  1828;  Chauncey,  born  De- 
cember 20,  1819;  Polly,  born  December  25, 
1821,  died  September  4,  1850;  James  H., 
born  July  27,  1824,  a Universalist  minister, 
living  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Ransom,  born 
November  7,  1826;  and  William  H.,  born 
November  26,  1828. 

Chauncey  Tuttle  was  born  in  Herkimer 
County,  but  moved  from  there  to  Freetown 
in  1855.  He  was  an  agriculturist  all  his  life  ; 
he  purchased  a farm  about  three-quarters  of 
a mile  from  Freetown,  upon  which  he  lived 
until  about  1881,  when  he  removed  to  Free- 
town Corners.  Since  that  time  he  has  not 
been  actively  engaged  in  business.  He  has 
always  been  a Republican,  and  has  served  as 
assessor  of  the  town  of  Freetown  for  a num- 
ber of  terms.  He  was  married  March  17, 
1843,  1°  Phoebe  Jane  Fuller,  a daughter  of 
Zenas  Fuller.  She  was  born  in  Springfield, 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  September  20,  1821, 
and  died  July  29,  1895,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  seventy-four  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chauncey  Tuttle  were  born  four  children, 
three  boys  and  one  girl,  namely:  James  C.; 
Emily  D.  and  William  D.,  twins;  and  Harvey 
Z.  James  C.  Tuttle  enlisted  in  the  late  war 
in  the  76th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  and  re-enlisted  in  1864  in  Co.  D., 
serving  as  corporal ; he  was  killed  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Wilderness,  May  6,  1864,  when  so 
many  brave  boys  laid  down  their  lives  for 
the  country. 


297 


Harvey  Z.  Tuttle  attended  the  common 
schools  in  his  early  youth,  then  the  McGraw- 
ville  Academy,  and  took  two  terms  in  the 
Cortland  State  Normal  School;  in  1873 
he  completed  a course  in  Eastman’s  Na- 
tional Business  College  of  Poughkeepsie,  N. 
Y.  He  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer  in  Freetown,  and  has  always  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  labors.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  frequently  representing  his 
party  at  county  conventions.  In  February, 
1896,  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Freetown, 
and  in  1898  was  re-elected  to  the  same  posi- 
tion. He  is  a member  of  the  Freetown 
Grange,  No.  489,  believing  that  by  co-opera- 
tion the  farmers  could  be  greatly  benefited. 
For  the  past  five  years  he  has  been  a director 
of  the  Cortland  County  Patrons  Relief  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Freetown  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Tuttle 
has  been  twice  married ; his  first  wife  was 
Lottie  Eades,  whom  he  married  December 
31,  1875.  One  child  was  born  to  them,  Car- 
rie, born  December  14,  1878.  On  September 
8,  1880,  our  subject  solemnized  his  nuptials 
with  Ina  E.  Metzgar,  daughter  of  James  and 
Clarissa  M.  (Wildman)  Metzgar  of  Freetown, 
N.  Y. 


K^ELL  M.  NEWTON,  deceased, 
vhose  portrait  we  present  on  the 
opposite  page,  was  a prominent 
woolen  manufacturer  of  Homer  township, 
where  he  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life. 
He  was  born  in  Pharsalia,  Chenango  County, 
May  19,  1845,  and  was  a son  of  Miles  and 
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Louise  (Crumb)  Newton.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  in  Norwich  Academy.  After  completing 
his  education  he  taught  school  a number  of 
years  in  Pitcher  and  Otselic,  Chenango 
County,  and  then  was  employed  on  a salary 
in  the  woolen  mill  of  George  L.  Crandall  of 
Pitcher,  N.  Y.,  for  two  years.  At  the  expir- 
ation of  that  period,  having  accumulated 
some  capital,  and  having  gained  needful  ex- 
perience in  the  business,  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  which  continued  for  one  year 
as  Crandall  & Newton.  Then  Morell  M. 
Newton,  our  subject,  and  his  brother-in-law, 
Elijah  Wildman,  now  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
bought  out  Mr.  Crandall’s  interest,  and  car- 
ried on  the  business  under  the  style  of  New- 
ton & Wildman  for  a year  and  a half.  The 
next  change  was  when  Mr.  Wildman  retired 
from  the  firm,  giving  way  to  Addison  Taylor 
of  Pitcher  township,  who,  with  Mr.  Newton, 
continued  to  build  up  an  increasing  business 
until  Mr.  Taylor’s  death — a period  of  about 
three  years.  From  that  time  until  May,  1882, 
our  subject  carried  on  the  business  alone. 
His  mill  was  then  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he 
moved  to  Homer,  Cortland  County,  where 
he  again  engaged  in  the  woolen  manufactur- 
ing business  on  his  own  account,  continuing 
thus  for  about  three  years,  when  he  sold  one- 
half  interest  in  the  plant  and  business  to  his 
brother,  D.  D.  Newton.  From  that  time  to 
our  subject’s  death,  the  business  was  carried 
on  under  the  able  management  of  these  two 
gentlemen,  who  continued  to  sustain  the  rep- 
utation of  the  company  as  manufacturers  of 
honest  woolen  goods,  that  consisted  chiefly 
of  shirting  flannels.  It  was  a business  of 


large  proportions,  and  brought  a great  deal 
of  money  to  the  township,  that  helped  mate- 
rially in  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  sec- 
tion. One  hundred  employees  were  often  on 
the  pay-rolls  at  a single  time.  There  was,  of 
course,  nothing  but  the  most  beneficial  effect 
to  be  observed  upon  all  forms  of  activity  and 
trade  from  the  amount  of  money  put  into 
circulation  by  the  operatives  each  week. 
Mr.  Newton  met  his  death  by  accident  in  his 
own  mill,  being  caught  in  a shaft  when  on 
one  of  his  tours  of  inspection.  In  his  tragic 
removal  from  their  midst,  the  citizens  of 
Homer  lost  one  of  their  most  honored  and 
beloved  members.  He  was  by  nature  a gen- 
erous and  sympathetic  friend,  and  counted 
his  intimate  acquaintances  by  the  score.  No 
case  of  deserving  want  was  ever  turned  aside 
by  him,  for  he  took  pleasure  in  doing  good, 
and  in  making  the  best  use  of  his  means.  He 
was  a model  citizen  in  many  ways,  and  was 
ready  to  serve  in  public  office  if  such  was 
the  will  of  his  fellow-citizens,  as  he  did  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  but  his  exten- 
sive business  interests  prevented  him  from 
giving  any  attention  to  practical  politics,  or 
from  giving  any  more  than  incidental  support 
to  the  Republican  party,  the  party  of  his 
choice. 

Miles  Newton,  the  father  of  Morell  M., 
was  a farmer  for  most  of  his  life  in  Pharsalia, 
dying  however  in  South  Otselic.  In  his  dis- 
trict he  was  considered  one  of  the  leading 
agriculturists,  and  was  looked  up  to  and  pat- 
terned after  as  a man  who  had  achieved  more 
than  ordinary  success  at  his  calling.  He  was 
a Democrat  in  his  politics,  and  although 
quite  active  in  his  section,  he  never  held  any 
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office.  His  wife,  Louise,  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren, who  lived  to  maturity,  who  were  as 
follows  : Phebe  Esther,  who  married  Leander 
S.  Law  of  Pharsalia,  now  living  at  Preston, 
N.  Y.,  and  has  two  children,  Bertie  and 
Adon  ; Morell  M.,  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy ; Elsie  L.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Eli- 
jah Wildman  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  once  a 
partner  in  the  woolen  manufacturing  business 
with  our  subject,  and  bore  him  two  children, 
Egbert  L.  and  N.  Ray ; and  Devaulson  D., 
who  married  Mary  Cline  of  Smithville,  Che- 
nango County,  and  has  a family  of  three, — 
Jesse,  Dan,  and  Bessie.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  not  a professed  member  of  any 
religious  organization,  and  was  somewhat 
liberal  in  his  views  on  religion,  which  circum- 
stance, however,  did  not  prevent  him  from 
aiding  the  churches  in  their  work. 

Mrs.  Morell  M.  Newton,  who  survives  her 
husband,  was  Christina  A.  Lewis,  a daughter 
of  John  L.  and  Augusta  M.  (Crandall)  Lewis 
of  Pitcher,  Chenango  County.  Mrs.  New- 
ton was  married  November  29,  1868.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton  there  was  born  one 
child,  Lynn  L.,  who  is  now  attending  school 
at  Homer  Academy.  Mr.  Newton  was  best 
known  to  a large  circle  of  acquaintances  as  a 
great  church-worker,  whose  greatest  delight 
was  in  doing  good  and  in  helping  those  who 
had  never  seen  the  light  to  declare  them- 
selves followers  of  the  Master.  He  was 
president  of  the  Cortland  County  Sabbath 
School  Association,  and  was  deeply  interest- 
ed in  its  work.  His  virtues  of  mind  and 
heart  were  many,  and  entitle  him  to  the  most 
grateful  remembrance  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men, and  all  well-wishers  of  Homer. 


tlf  RANK  H.  SEARS.  This  gentleman 
[_  is  one  of  the  largest  farmers  of  Cort- 
landville,  and  is  at  present  filling  the  office  of 
town  assessor  ably  and  creditably.  He 
ranks  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  county 
for  enterprise  and  dauntless  energy,  these 
excellent  qualities  being  exhibited  in  all  the 
varied  lines  of  his  work.  He  was  born  on 
what  is  now  his  own  farm,  it  having  been 
left  him  by  his  father,  July  10,  1852.  Mr. 
Sears  is  a son  of  Albert  and  Maria  (Adams) 
Sears,  and  grandson  of  Deacon  Abraham 
Sears. 

Deacon  Abraham  Sears  was  born  October 
27,  1786,  and  was  a son  of  Sunderland  and 
Mary  Sears,  the  two  latter  being  born  De- 
cember 13,  1749,  and  May  22,  1753,  respec- 
tively. To  this  couple,  who  were  the  great- 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  were  born  the 
following  children:  Lydia;  Isaac  and  Reu- 
ben, twins;  William;  Abraham;  Mary; 
Asenath  ; Levi  and  James,  twins  ; Charlotte; 
and  Melinda.  When  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  Abraham  Sears  with  the  decisive- 
ness so  characteristic  in  his  descendants 
struck  out  from  the  parental  home  at  Sara- 
toga, N.  Y.,  with  all  his  worldly  goods  strap- 
ped upon  his  back.  He  settled  in  Groton, 
N.  Y.,  bought  a farm  of  new  land,  built  a log 
cabin,  and  proceeded  to  clear  and  farm  the 
land  now  owned  by  William  Riley.  Success 
smiled  on  him  and  prosperity  seemed  to  be 
ever  present  to  guard  his  interests  and  pro- 
tect them  from  harm.  Little  by  little  he  ac- 
cumulated property  and  invested  his  savings 
in  land,  so  that  at  length  he  owned  upwards 
of  six  hundred  acres  of  farming  land.  His 
position  in  the  community  having  risen 
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correspondingly  with  his  wealth,  he  was 
obliged  to  better  his  surroundings,  and  so 
built  a set  of  frame  buildings  to  take  the 
places  of  log  structures ; the  frame  dwelling 
house  still  stands.  Mr.  Sears  departed  this 
life  June  2,  1858.  His  wife  was  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Barnum,  and  she  bore  him  these  chil- 
dren: Clara  T.;  Eli  B.;  Mary;  William;  and 
Egbert.  Deacon  Sears  married  as  his  second 
wife  Electa  Blodgett,  daughter  of  Anthony 
Blodgett,  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  This  union  resulted  in  two  children: 
our  subject’s  father,  Albert,  who  was  born 
March  1,  1812,  and  died  May  6,  1881  ; and 
Hiram.  The  third  marriage  with  Nancy  Mil- 
ler was  barren  of  any  children.  Deacon 
Sears  was  a Whig  and  Republican  in  his 
political  leanings ; in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  he  was  a deacon  for  many  years  and 
highly  regarded  by  all  of  his  acquaintances. 

When  our  subject’s  father  began  farming, 
he  bought  the  farm  where  Frank  H.  is  now, 
then  consisting  of  167  acres,  of  which  50 
acres  were  cleared.  In  1843  he  replaced 
with  a large  comfortable  house  the  small 
frame  structure  that  was  originally  on  the 
estate,  when  he  entered  into  possession  of  it. 
The  new  building  was  at  that  time  one  of 
the  best  if  not  the  best  in  all  the  surround- 
ing country.  He  cleared  the  farm,  set  out 
fruit  of  various  kinds,  and  on  either  side  of 
the  road  for  nearly  one  mile  he  planted 
maples,  which  are  now  the  prettiest  natural 
features  about  the  place.  He  was  a man  of 
great  industry  and  the  best  personal  habits, 
and  he  labored  with  the  greatest  assiduity  to 
enlarge  his  farm,  and  make  it  more  produc- 
tive. The  farm  grew  to  include  350  acres  of 


land.  He  carried  on  general  agricultural 
operations,  and  always  made  a point  of  keep- 
ing a herd  of  choice  cattle.  In  the  making 
of  cheese,  to  which  he  devoted  the  milk  pro- 
duct of  the  farm,  he  was  an  adept  and  ac- 
counted one  of  the  best  makers  in  the 
county.  He  largely  increased  the  working 
capacity  of  the  farm  with  its  growth  in  size, 
and  built  many  large  barns  to  accommodate 
the  increased  demands  on  storing  space.  He 
was  not  only  a model  farmer,  but  also  be- 
came a very  wealthy  man,  his  means  having 
been  developed  solely  from  agricultural  re- 
sources. He  married  Maria  Adams,  daugh- 
ter of  Sumner  Adams,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut. Mr.  Adams  was  a scythe  maker,  and 
worked  at  his  trade  and  manufactured 
scythes  in  various  parts  of  the  Empire  State, 
finally  locating  in  Cortland,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five.  His  wife,  who  was 
Polly  Hurley  before  her  marriage  with  him, 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Adams  had  the  following  children  : 
Nehemiah;  Nathan;  William;  Allen  ; Olive; 
Ellen;  Amy;  and  Maria.  There  were  born 
to  our  subject’s  father  and  mother  the  fol- 
lowing children : Martha,  whose  first  hus- 
band was  F.  H.  Hollister,  now  deceased,  and 
her  second  A.  Adams;  Frank  H.,  our  sub- 
ject ; Mary  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ethel 
Benedict ; Amanda,  who  married  A.  M.  De- 
laney ; Hattie,  the  wife  of  J.  Heath ; and 
Lettie  E.,  the  wife  of  F.  Blanchard.  The 
mother  of  this  family  resides  with  her  only 
son,  Frank  H.  Sears. 

Our  subject  has  always  lived  at  home,  where 
his  presence  was  most  needed,  and  where  he 
discharged  the  duties  of  a loving  son  by  be- 
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stowing  on  his  father  in  that  gentleman’s 
declining  years  the  best  of  care  and  atten- 
tion. He  now  owns  the  homestead,  and  is 
possessed  of  some  300  acres  of  land.  Since 
assuming  charge  of  the  farm,  he  has  been  in- 
defatigable in  his  endeavors  to  keep  up  the 
same  standard  of  excellence  that  was  estab- 
lished by  his  father,  and  to  make  the  most  of 
every  opportunity  to  develop  the  resources 
of  the  estate  and  to  keep  apace  with  the  most 
approved  methods  of  modern  farming.  His 
barns  are  large,  commodious,  and  well  ap- 
pointed, with  large  capacity  for  the  housing 
of  cattle,  and  the  storing  of  farming  imple- 
ments and  produce.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
to  build  a silo  in  the  county,  and  the  one  he 
has  in  active  operation  to-day  is  one  of  the 
very  best  in  this  section,  being  of  large  di- 
mensions and  modeled  according  to  the  best 
plans.  It  is  nearly  one-half  of  stone,  twenty- 
six  feet  in  height,  with  ground  dimensions 
twenty-four  by  forty.  This  silo  is  indispen- 
sable in  the  wintering  of  his  stock,  for  Mr. 
Sears  keeps  a herd  of  forty-five  cows,  and 
fifty  sheep.  In  1886  he  organized  a stock 
company,  and  built  on  his  farm  a cheese  fac- 
tory, which  is  known  as  the  Sears  Factory, 
and  has  our  subject  as  salesman  and  business 
manager.  The  milk  product  of  500  cows  is 
worked  up  into  cheese,  that  has  won  an  en- 
viable reputation  for  evenness  of  quality  and 
fine  flavor. 

Mr.  Sears  married  Mary  McClacklin,  and 
their  children  number  three  as  follows: 
Albert  J.,  who  was  born  October  31,  1874, 
graduated  in  1896  from  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Cortland,  and  is  now  a teacher  in 
the  schools;  Stella  J.,  born  October  16,  1878, 


is  a student  at  the  Normal;  Mary  L.,  born 
July  31,  1881,  is  attending  school.  Mrs. 

Sears  died  July  19,  1893.  That  Mr.  Sears  is 
highly  regarded  by  his  fellow-citizens  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  for  the  past  five 
years  he  has  been  assessor  of  the  town,  and 
previous  to  that  he  was  highway  commis- 
sioner for  three  years,  and  also  served  as 
trustee.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and 
is  an  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


HARLAN  P.  HULL,  a well  known  and 
prosperous  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Homer,  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead where  he  now  conducts  his  agricultural 
operations  with  his  son,  Harry  E.,  June  1, 
1836.  He  has  lived  on  the  old  homestead 
all  his  life  except  two  years,  when  he  made 
his  residence  near  by  in  the  same  township. 
It  may  be  well  said  that  he  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative and  'solid  men  of  the  county, 
with  which  his  whole  career  has  been 
identified. 

The  Hulls  are  Scotch  in  descent.  Seven 
members  of  the  family,  whose  original  home 
was  near  Norfolk,  Conn.,  and  whose  parents 
were  Joseph  and  Sarah  Hull,  came  to  Homer 
township,  and  each  one  of  them  took  a farm 
in  one  locality  and  engaged  in  farming.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jeremy,  who  was 
born  July  15,  1778,  and  David,  whose  birth 
occurred  March  29,  1780,  took  up  a tract  of 
land  in  the  north-western  part  of  Homer 
township  ; a portion  of  this  original  property, 
168  acres  in  extent,  is  now  the  home  of  our 
subject,  Harlan  P.  North  of  them  Zerah 
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Hull  settled,  but  he  did  not  round  out  his 
life  there,  for  he  sold  the  property  and  moved 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  where  his  death 
took  place.  The  farm  is  now  owned  by 
Watson  J.  Black.  To  the  west  of  Jeremy 
and  David  settled  James  and  Worden,  the 
latter  born  February  2,  1789,  their  property 
consisting  of  200  acres.  Mrs.  Susan  (Hull) 
Pickett  and  her  husband  settled  on  a tract  of 
1 20  acres  to  the  south  and  adjoining  the  farm 
of  Jeremy  and  David.  Joseph  located  on  the 
road  that  is  just  across  the  valley  from  the 
rest  of  the  family.  All  of  them  thus  became 
residents  of  the  north-western  part  of  Homer 
township,  and  excellent  citizens  they  made, 
and  much  is  the  town  indebted  to  them. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  Jeremy  Hull, 
married  Lois  Loomis,  and  had  a family  of 
five  children:  Louisa;  Angeline  ; Joel;  Lu- 

cina ; and  Jason,  who  died  in  youth.  Joel 
Hull,  the  oldest  son,  was  born  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  house  in  which  our  subject’s  son 
now  lives,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on  the 
homestead  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a 
Whig  politically,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Homer,  attending 
divine  worship  regularly,  and  living  as  consis- 
tent a life  as  was  possible.  He  was  born  April 
12,  1812,  and  passed  to  his  reward  March  2, 
1892.  His  wife,  Rebecca  Fuller,  bore  him  a 
family  of  four  children,  as  follows : J.  Dwight 

of  Cortland,  N.  Y.;  Harlan  P.,  our  subject ; 
Mrs.  Emma  (Lewis)  of  the  town  of  Homer; 
and  Byron,  who  died  young. 

Our  subject  grew  up  to  manhood  and  has 
lived  all  his  life  in  Homer  township,  but  is 
known  throughout  the  county  as  a practical, 
honest  farmer,  whose  word  is  as  good  as  No. 


1,  hard  wheat,  and  whose  friendship  is  a thing 
to  be  prized  and  cherished.  In  politics  he  is 
a Republican,  but  takes  no  active  part  how- 
ever. He  is  quite  active  in  church  circles, 
and  is  a deacon  in  the  Homer  Congregational 
Church.  His  first  wife,  Cornelia  Rood, 
whose  life  was  united  to  his  December  16, 
1862,  died  on  December  9,  1867,  aged  29 
years,  leaving  one  son,  Harry  E , who  is  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  farming.  On  Octo- 
ber 9,  1872,  Mr.  Hull  married  his  second 
helpmeet,  Frances  U.  Rice,  but  no  issue 
resulted. 

Harry  E.  Hull,  who  was  born  October  4, 
1865,  was  educated  in  the  district  school,  and 
has  lived  on  the  homestead  the  most  of  his 
life.  He  takes  upon  himself  most  of  the  ac- 
tive oversight  of  the  farm,  and  has  made  of 
himself  a very  successful  farmer.  He  makes 
a specialty  of  dairying.  In  politics,  his  pref- 
erences are  strongly  Republican,  although 
party  influences  have  no  great  power  over 
him.  He  is  a member  of  the  Homer  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  is  one  of  the  so- 
ciety’s trustees.  He  is  a member  of  Homer 
Grange,  No.  834,  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  On 
February  6,  1889,  he  united  his  fortunes  with 
those  of  Esther  Leland,  a daughter  of  James 
T.  and  Electa  M.  Leland  of  Homer  township. 
Their  three  children  are  named  : Edna  C.; 

Egbert  L.;  and  Dorothy  M. 


IRA  L.  CORWIN,  member  of  the  mill- 
ing and  feed  firm  of  T.  L.  Corwin  & 
Sons  of  Marathon,  was  born  in  the 
above  town  December  15,  1872.  He  is  a son 
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of  Theodore  L.  and  Arminda  B.  (Johnson) 
Corwin. 

When  Theodore  L.  Corwin,  our  subject’s 
father,  had  attained  his  majority  he  moved 
to  Cortland  County  and  settled  in  the  town 
of  Marathon.  There  he  engaged  in  the  har- 
ness and  drug  business,  which  he  continued 
to  follow  for  several  years,  when  he  engaged 
in  the  milling  business  at  Stone  Mills,  this 
county.  He  carried  on  an  extensive  trade 
until  1893,  when,  in  partnership  with  his  son, 
he  traded  that  property  for  his  present  mill 
at  Marathon.  The  mill  is  run  by  steam  and 
is  well  fitted  throughout  with  modern  rolls 
and  everything  necessary  to  make  it  a first- 
class  plant.  The  mill  was  built  by  John  T. 
Noye  & Co.,  and  at  the  time  of  its  purchase 
by  Mr.  Corwin,  it  had  a wide  reputation  for 
the  excellent  quality  of  flour  it  produced, 
and  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Corwin 
its  reputation  has  still  increased.  During  the 
winter  seasons  large  consignments  of  buck- 
wheat are  made  to  the  western  markets, 
where  this  particular  brand  has  for  many 
years  met  with  great  favor.  The  business  at 
Stone  Mills  is  superintended  by  his  father, 
and  it  has  a daily  output  of  one  hundred 
barrels.  The  father  of  our  subject  adheres 
to  the  Republican  views  politically,  and 
votes  to  uphold  the  principles  of  that  party 
Avith  the  convictions  of  a man  who  believes 
he  is  right,  and  dares  maintain  his  stand.  He 
has  been  elected  president  of  the  village  of 
Marathon  for  a number  of  years,  which  fact 
tends  to  show  his  popularity  in  his  district. 
He  formed  a matrimonial  alliance  with 
Arminda  B.  Johnson,  and  they  reared  a 
family  of  four  children,  who  were  as  follows: 


Elsie,  wife  of  B.  G.  Parkins  of  Marathon  ; 
Frank,  who  also  resides  in  Marathon  ; Ira  L., 
who  heads  the  above  lines;  and  Catherine  L. 

November  18,  1896,  Ira  L.  Corwin  was 
joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alta  Clough, 
daughter  of  Harry  Clough  of  Triangle, 
Broome  County.  Mr.  Corwin  is  a man  of 
character  and  refinement.  The  success 
which  has  attended  his  efforts  is  deserving:, 
and  has  come  to  him  by  the  natural  results 
of  his  method  of  life.  His  share  of  the 
work  of  this  busy  world  is  being  performed 
carefully  and  well  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 


KHAEL  J.  SHERIDAN  is  a re- 
pected  citizen  of  the  village  of 
Cortland,  who  has  served  as  en- 
gineer and  manager  of  the  Cortland  Water 
Works,  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  em- 
ployers, the  company,  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  the  citizens  of  Cortland,  ever  since 
the  Water  Works  were  put  in  practical  opera- 
tion, October  1,  1884.  For  the  two  years 
previous  to  1884  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Cortland  Wagon  Works,  where  his  efficient 
service  and  record  for  competency  and  re- 
liability attracted  the  attention  of  the  gov- 
erning directors  of  the  Water  Works,  and  he 
was  given  an  opportunity  to  show  of  what 
stuff  he  was  made.  That  he  fully  demon- 
strated his  fitness  for  his  present  station 
leaves  no  room  for  doubt,  for  his  thirteen 
years  of  faithful  service  need  no  confirming 
witnesses. 

The  pumping  station  was  at  first  equipped 
with  a Worthington  pump,  which  had  a ca- 
pacity of  1,200  gallons  per  minute;  this  was 
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afterwards  supplemented  with  a second  pump 
of  like  description,  that  was  to  come  in  for 
emerg-ency  in  case  of  a temporary  break- 
down, and  when  a large  supply  of  water  was 
wanted  to  fight  the  fire-fiend.  Two  Water- 
town  boilers,  each  of  eighty  horse-power, 
supply  the  power,  that  is  sufficient  to  pump 
two  million  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Besides  attending  to  the  engineering  work, 
and  seeing  to  it  that  the  pumps  run  smoothly 
and  do  their  work  properly,  he  has  found 
time  to  grade  the  grounds  about  the  pump- 
ing station,  and  to  beautify  and  render  them 
attractive.  He  also  attends  to  the  supply  of 
pure  spring  water,  that  is  furnished  by  twenty 
large  flowing  springs,  and  takes  such  meas- 
ures as  are  necessary  to  prevent  the  spark- 
ling, health  giving  water  from  becoming  con- 
taminated. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland, 
and  was  a son  of  Christopher  and  Bridget 
(Carl)  Sheridan,  who  came  to  America,  and 
bought  a farm  in  the  town  of  Otisco,  Onon- 
daga County,  where  they  followed  farming. 
Our  subject’s  father  departed  this  life  in  1865, 
being  then  in  middle  age,  and  his  mother 
passed  away  at  forty-five  years  of  age.  Six 
children  resulted  from  the  parental  union, 
namely:  Michael;  Anna;  James;  Chris- 

topher; Alice ; and  Mary. 

Our  subject  early  in  life  began  to  follow 
the  life  of  a farmer,  but  soon  gave  it  up  to 
enter  the  Cortland  Wagon  Works,  where,  as 
noted  before,  he  learned  the  engineer’s  trade. 
Fortune  has  been  kind  to  him,  and  has  placed 
him  in  comfortable  circumstances,  with  a 
small  competence  laid  up  for  a rainy  day. 
He  owns  a fine  tenement  house  on  Delaware 


Avenue,  and  holds  a vacant  lot  in  his  name. 
He  married  Bridget  Sweeney,  who  was  born 
in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  and  to  them 
seven  children  have  come,  as  follows  : Mar- 

garet; Alice;  James;  Christopher;  William; 
Mary;  and  John.  Mr.  Sheridan  is  a quiet 
and  unobtrusive  citizen,  honest  and  upright 
in  his  dealings,  and  highly  esteemed  in  his 
community.  In  political  belief  he  votes  for 
the  man  best  qualified  for  the  office.  As  an 
excellent  representative  of  the  artisan  class, 
we  present  Mr.  Sheridan’s  portrait  on  a pre- 
ceding page. 


'Y^jTENRY  M.  GATES,  a prosperous, 
r^l  retired  farmer  of  Homer,  was  born 

-L3  v* in  Solon  township,  this  county, 

November  29,  1839.  The  Gates  family  is  of 
old  New  England  stock  and  ranks  among 
the  leading  families  of  Central  New  York  for 
thrift  and  prosperity.  It  is  a numerous  fam- 
ily, and  has  representatives  scattered  all  over 
the  Union.  The  original  settler  was  Daniel 
Gates,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
came  with  his  family  from  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont, almost  a century  ago,  and  settled  in  the 
town  of  Truxton,  this  county,  in  what  is 
known  as  “ The  Basin.”  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  farmers  of  the  county,  and  contrib- 
uted his  share  towards  clearing  up  the  forest 
land  and  making  it  suitable  for  homes.  He 
was  a Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian  stamp, 
loyal  and  true.  A member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  he  was  strict  in  the  observance  of  all 
its  rules,  which  in  that  day  were  very  rigid. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Polly  Newton,  and  a fam- 
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ily  of  the  following  children  were  born  to 
them:  Asa;  Justin;  Joel;  Martin;  Sallie ; 
Sarina,  a twin;  Lucy  A.;  and  Jane. 

Justin  Gates,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
but  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
brought  him  to  Truxton,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  He  was  a farmer  almost  his  entire 
life,  and,  like  most  of  the  family,  was  pros- 
perous and  successful  in  his  undertakings. 
He  was  a good  student  and  a close  observer, 
enabling  him  to  become  one  of  the  best 
posted  and  intelligent  men  of  his  day.  After 
several  years  spent  in  hard  work  upon  the 
farm,  he  decided  to  give  up  active  work,  and 
to  this  end,  moved  to  the  village  of  Homer, 
where  he  lived  lor  six  years,  until  the  end  of 
his  life.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Solon,  but  later  united  with  the 
church  at  McGrawville,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  a member  at  Homer.  He  was 
formerly  a Whig,  but  in  later  years  a Repub- 
lican ; he  took  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  was  well  posted  in  them,  but  his 
friends  could  never  induce  him  to  become  an 
office  seeker.  He  was  united  to  Nancy 
McKevette,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with 
two  children  : Mary  A.,  who  died  unmarried  ; 
and  Henry  M. 

Henry  M.  Gates,  the  only  surviving  child 
of  his  parents,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  devoted  his  time  after  finishing 
his  education  to  farming.  He  resided  and 
farmed  in  Solon  until  the  spring  of  1867,  when 
he  moved  to  Homer  village  and  lived  there 
for  six  years;  then  located  upon  a farm  near 
Little  York.  This  farm  consists  of  122 y2 
acres  of  highly  improved  land,  all  under  cul- 
tivation but  fifteen  acres,  which  is  timbered, 


the  result  of  the  perseverance  and  untiring 
energy  of  Mr.  Gates.  He  began  life  with  no 
capital  except  a stout  heart  and  willing  hands, 
but  by  his  indomitable  will  and  a plucky  de- 
termination to  succeed,  he  has  accumulated 
a fortune  which  enables  him  to  live  in  com- 
fort and  quiet  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Gates  moved  to  Homer  in  1896  with 
the  intention  of  taking  life  more  easy,  but  he 
still  evinces  a hearty  interest  in  all  that  goes 
on  around  him.  He  is  a director  of  the  Fire 
Relief  Association.  He  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can, and  a member  and  deacon  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Homer.  He  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried. January  16,  i860,  he  was  united  to 
Henrietta  Eastman,  who  bore  him  three 
children  : One  that  died  in  infancy  ; Maynard 
H.,  a farmer  of  Homer;  and  Nellie  E.,  wife 
of  Arthur  J.  Dorman  of  Tully,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Gates  died  September  6,  1866,  and  on  June 
29,  1867,  Mr.  Gates  solemnized  his  marriage 
with  Matilda  S.  Safford  of  Pompey,  Onon- 
daga County.  They  have  made  many  warm 
friends  since  their  residence  in  the  village — 
friends  who  are  loud  in  their  praises.  He 
represents  a type  of  sturdy  old  New  England 
stock,  that  would  well  pay  our  young  men  of 
to-day  to  emulate. 


yj  RANK  C.  WELCH,  of  McGrawville, 
|_  [5  has  won  a prominent  place  among  the 
agriculturists  of  his  section  of  Cortland 
County,  since  he  retired  from  commercial 
traveling  life  to  manage  the  farm  left  him  at 
his  father’s  death.  We  are  free  to  say  that 
Mr.  Welch’s  success  in  his  present  calling 
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has  been  as  unqualified  as  it  has  been  sub- 
stantial, and  that  the  best  wishes  of  a host  of 
friends  go  with  him  in  all  his  ventures. 

Mr.  Welch  was  born  in  McGrawville,  July 
25,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Aman- 
da (Corwin)  Welch,  grandson  of  Samuel  and 
Eliza  (Hotchkiss)  Welch,  and  great  grandson 
of  John  Welch,  who  in  1799  came  to  this 
district  from  Wyoming,  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.  This  pioneer  settled  in  the  town  of 
Solon,  south  of  the  R.  Beebe  farm,  and  lived 
there  a number  of  years,  until  his  removal  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  his  life  finally  came 
to  a close.  He  married  a daughter  of  Capt. 
John  Cook  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  a soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  and  reared  the  following 
family:  Peter;  Benjamin;  John;  Hiram; 
Nelson;  Joseph;  Samuel;  Cornelius;  Polly; 
Sally;  Catherine;  Clarissa;  and  an  infant 
that  an  All- Wise  Providence  did  not  permit 
to  grow  to  maturity.  Peter,  the  eldest  son, 
removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  was  drowned 
in  Lake  Ontario.  Benjamin,  the  second  son 
of  John  Welch,  served  in  the  War  of  1812 
under  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Chippewa  and  Lundy’s 
Lane,  engagements  fought  in  Canada  near 
Niagara  Falls.  During  the  W"ar  of  the 
Rebellion  he  drilled  recruits  for  the  U.  S. 
service.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
in  1876,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Erie 
Street  Cemetery,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Samuel  Welch  settled  in  the  town  of 
Solon,  where  he  busied  himself  in  clearing 
the  plot  of  new  land  that  he  had  purchased ; 
the  property  is  now  owned  by  R.  Sholes. 
He  later  removed  to  Cortland,  where  he 
lived  in  the  main  a retired  life,  but  still  took 


an  active  interest  in  the  life  of  the  com- 
munity, held  some  of  the  minor  offices,  and 
served  as  poormaster  of  Cortland.  He  was 
a Baptist  in  his  religious  views.  His  wife, 
who  was  a daughter  of  Moses  Hotchkiss, 
lived  to  be  eighty-six  years  old,  while  he 
himself  was  seventy-six  years  of  age  when 
called  to  leave  this  world.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  these  children:  Samuel  E.;  Matilda; 
John;  Sarah;  Arlone  V.;  Benjamin;  Saman- 
tha; and  Greeley.  Greeley  Welch,  the 
youngest  son  of  Samuel  Welch,  who  was 
named  for  the  famous  editor,  Horace  Gree- 
ley, was  a private  of  Co.  K,  157th  Reg.  N.  Y. 
Vol.  Inf.,  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
laid  down  his  life  for  his  country  on  Folly 
Island,  before  Charleston,  S.  C.,  one  among 
the  many  who  died  that  the  Union  might  be 
preserved. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Benjamin  Welch,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Solon,  and  purchased,  in 
1854,  as  his  first  home  a tract  of  100  acres  in 
the  town  of  Cortlandville,  Lot  78  Military 
Tract,  of  Orrin  Kingman,  adding  the  46 
acres  adjoining  in  1 878.  Previous  to  this  he 
had  followed  lumbering,  and  carried  on  the 
business  extensively  and  with  profit  for  sev- 
eral years;  for  the  prosecution  of  this  calling 
he  owned  and  operated  a water-power  saw 
mill  at  Polkville,  besides  a mill  at  McGraw- 
ville, which  he  ran  at  the  same  time.  He 
died  in  the  house  where  our  subject  now 
resides,  December  9,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five,  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death 
being  paralysis.  He  was  a stanch  Republi- 
can and  very  liberal  in  his  religious  views. 
His  wife  still  survives  him  and  resides  with 
her  son  on  the  estate.  These  two  children 
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were  reared;  Frank  C. ; and  Carrie,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Charles  Wavle  of  Me- 
Grawville. 

Mrs.  Welch,  our  subject’s  mother,  was  a 
Corwin  before  her  marriage.  The  Corwin 
family  claims  to  be  descended  from  Marcus 
Valerius  Messala  Corvinus  of  Rome,  orator 
and  soldier,  and  friend  of  Cicero  (see  Gib- 
bon’s Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Em- 
pire); he  lived  from  64  to  8 B.  C.  During 
the  Dark  Ages  the  family  history  is  obscure, 
but  it  is  supposed  that  the  family  after  the 
fall  of  Rome  implanted  itself  in  Hungary, 
where  it  grew  to  be  very  powerful. 
Hunydi  Corvinus,  a noble  representative  of 
the  family,  became  King  of  Hungary  in 
1376,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Matthias 
Corvinus,  who  commenced  to  reign  in  1458 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  From  Hungary 
members  of  the  family  emigrated  to  Ger- 
many and  England,  of  whom  the  Corwin 
Genealogy  gives  a very  full  account.  A 
member  of  the  English  branch,  Matthias 
Corwin,  settled  at  Ipswich,  Mass.,  in  1633; 
other  members  settled  on  Long  Island  about 
the  same  time ; their  descendants  settled  in 
Virginia,  and  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject’s  great-grandfather,  Ezra  Corwin, 
removed  to  Cortland  County  about  1800. 
Thomas  Corwin  of  Ohio,  once  Secretary  of 
the  U.  S.  Treasury,  is  a member  of  the  same 
family. 

Frank  C.  Welch  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  at  the  State  Normal 
School  of  Cortland.  He  began  his  business 
life  as  a clerk  for  the  firm  of  S.  E.  Welch  & 
Co.,  prominent  merchants  of  Cortland. 
After  four  years  had  passed  by  in  that  occu- 


pation, he  followed  the  same  mode  of  life  in 
Syracuse  for  one  year,  and  then  became  a 
commercial  traveler.  For  five  years  he  was 
a traveling  agent  of  some  of  the  largest  dry 
goods  houses,  and  also  represented  the  New 
York  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  his  connec- 
tion with  the  insurance  company  extending 
over  a period  of  about  fifteen  years.  On  his 
father’s  death  he  gave  up  his  traveling  life, 
and  settled  down  on  the  home  estate  to 
engage  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  a 
choice  dairy  and  a flock  of  high-grade  sheep. 
He  raises  a quantity  of  fancy  poultry,  and 
makes  a specialty  of  thorough-bred  white 
Leghorn  hens,  the  variety  that  is  distin- 
guished by  the  rose  comb.  The  barn  on  the 
place,  thirty-four  feet  in  width  by  fifty-two  in 
length,  was  erected  in  1806  by  Mede  Merrill, 
and  is  still  in  the  best  repair,  having  been 
lately  put  into  the  best  condition  by  our  sub- 
ject. When  the  farm  was  being  built,  in 
1 806,  the  workmen,  who  were  engaged  in 
shingling  the  roof,  were  forced  to  cease 
labor  at  about  11  o’clock  A.  M.,  June  16,  by 
reason  of  darkness  caused  by  the  total 
eclipse  of  the  sun;  the  darkness  continued 
several  hours,  and  the  fowls  about  the  place 
went  to  their  roosts  as  though  night  had 
come  on.  Our  subject’s  father  had  re- 
enclosed this  barn,  and  put  in  a basement 
during  his  management  of  the  farm,  and 
Frank  C.  put  on  a new  roof  and  made  a 
number  of  minor  touches.  The  structure 
has  the  hip  or  gambrel  roof,  and  because  of 
this  peculiar  feature,  so  uncommon  to  this 
part  of  the  country,  the  building  is  known 
all  over  the  county  as  the  Old  Dutch  Barn. 
The  original  frame  of  cherry  timbers,  hewed 
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and  planed  by  hand,  is  apparently  as  sound 
and  strong  as  it  was  when  put  in  place  in 
1806. 

Mr.  Welch  married  Miss  Anna  T.  Singer, 
daughter  of  John  Singerof  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  four  children  resulted  from  this  union, 
namely : Zoe  O.;  Zell  E.;  Benjamin  S.,  and 
Samuel  E.  Mr.  Welch  is  a Republican  in 
his  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry. 


YRENUS  SYMONDS,  a retired 
farmer  of  Homer  village,  is  a son 
of  Shubel  and  Mary  (Baker)  Sym- 
onds,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  November  23, 
1817. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin,  three 
brothers  having  emigrated  to  this  country 
and  settled  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  One 
of  these  brothers  was  John  Symonds,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject.  During  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental 
Army  from  Connecticut  and  served  most  of 
his  time  under  General  Washington.  After 
the  war  he  moved  to  Syracuse,  where  he  died 
about  1798  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  a 
cooper  by  trade  and  followed  that  occupation 
the  greater  part  of  his  life.  For  the  gallant 
services  he  rendered  during  the  war,  he  re- 
ceived from  the  Government  a tract  of  land 
bordering  on  Lake  Skaneateles.  He  was  the 
father  of  eight  childen : John;  Shubel; 

Joseph;  Burt;  Clinton;  Anna;  Melinda  and 
Lucinda,  twins. 

Shubel  Symonds  was  born  in  1798  in  the 
Stateof  Connecticut,  and  came  to  New  York 


State  with  his  parents  and  settled  in  Summer 
Hill  township.  During  the  War  of  1812,  he 
was  among  the  first  to  offer  his  services  to  the 
country  in  its  hour  of  peril.  After  remaining 
in  the  army  three  years,  he  contracted  the 
measles,  from  the  effects  of  which  disease  he 
never  entirely  recovered.  After  spending 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  on  the  farm,  he 
moved  to  the  town  of  Wellsville,  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  the  ad- 
vancd  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  was  an 
active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Politically,  he  was  a Democrat  of 
the  Jacksonian  type.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Foote,  and  one  child  was  born  to  them,  which 
died  in  its  infancy.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  he  married  Mary  Baker,  and  they 
reared  a family  of  five  children,  four  sons  and 
one  daughter.  They  are  as  follows  : Syrenus, 
who  heads  this  personal  sketch  ; Comodore  ; 
Lorenzo;  John;  and  Ma'renus. 

Syrenus  Symonds  is  mainly  self-educated, 
having  left  the  public  schools  at  the  age  of 
nine  years.  He  is  a man  of  natural  mechani- 
cal ability,  and  took  up  carpentering  and  mill- 
wright work  and  followed  it  until  the  Civil 
War  broke  out,  when  in  September  of  that 
year  he  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  160th  Reg.,  N.  Y. 
Vol.  Inf.  His  company  was  composed  of 
sharpshooters,  and  they  were  soon  placed  on 
board  a gun-boat  that  navigated  the  Missis- 
sippi River.  During  an  engagement  that 
took  place  at  New  Orleans,  March  28th,  1863, 
he  was  severely  wounded  and  was  taken  to 
the  New  Orleans  Charity  Hospital,  thence 
to  the  University  Hospital.  Upon  his  recov- 
ery he  returned  to  his  regiment,  but  being 
disabled  was  sent  home  in  January,  1864. 
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He  then  turned  his  attention  toward  the  till- 
ing of  the  soil  in  his  native  town,  where  he 
owns  130  acres  ot  highly  improved  land.  In 
1886  he  moved  to  the  town  of  Homer  and 
there  has  lived  in  retirement.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Delila  Evans,  and  two  children 
were  born  to  them,  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Bur- 
dette Griffith  of  Homer ; and  Charles, 
deceased. 


f ^H ARLES  J.  HARRIS,  a veteran  of 
I V'  the  Civil  War,  whose  portrait  we 

^ publish  on  the  opposite  page,  is  a 

prominent  farmer  and  manufacturer  of 
shingles  of  the  town  of  Willet.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  having  been  born  at 
Cortland,  June  19,  1839.  Hs  is  a son  of 
Edmond  and  Elizabeth  (Kinney)  Harris,  and 
a grandson  of  Ziba  Harris,  a native  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  who  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  living  in  Cortland  County. 

Edmond  Harris  was  also  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, but  came  to  this  county  with  his 
father.  His  trade  was  that  of  a comb-maker 
and  he  followed  it  all  of  his  life.  He  depart- 
ed this  life  in  1882,  after  a long  and  useful 
career.  His  companion  in  life  was  Elizabeth 
Kinney,  a daughter  of  EJeazer  Kinney,  who 
was  a drummer  in  the  old  state  militia.  He 
was  a native  of  Chenango  County,  and  died 
in  the  town  of  Smithville.  This  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  following  children: 
Delia  Ann  died  at  an  early  age  ; Elvira  mar- 
ried Lewis  P.  Pember,  who  is  a farmer  and 
carpenter,  residing  in  the  town  of  German  ; 
the  third  child  died  in  infancy  ; Milton  K., 


who  is  one  of  the  firm  of  Harris  & Moore, 
grocers  of  the  town  of  Cortland  ; Mary 
Elizabeth  died  young ; and  Charles  J.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Charles  J.  Harris  attended  the  public 
schools  for  a time,  but  obtained  most  of  his 
education  wholly  through  his  own  efforts. 
He  began  life  on  his  own  account  as  a far- 
mer, in  the  town  of  Willet.  After  a time,  he 
went  to  Greene,  Chenango  County,  where 
he  clerked  in  a store  for  about  one  year. 
He  then  returned  to  the  farm,  and  took  up 
agricultural  pursuits  as  a means  of  earning  a 
competence,  settling  on  the  farm  which  has 
since  remained  his  home.  In  connection 
with  farming,  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  shingles,  and  has  been  very  success- 
ful. When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  he  en- 
listed as  a corporal  in  Co.  K.,  157th  Reg.,  N. 
Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  fought  in  many  fiercely 
contested  battles.  He  was  on  detached  ser- 
vice at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  also  at 
Gettysburg.  He  was  at  Morris  Island,  where 
the  detachment  of  which  he  was  a member  was 
under  a continuous  fire  for  many  hours.  He 
guarded  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Pulaski  for  a 
time,  and  then  his  company  was  sent  into 
Florida,  where  they  remained  a short  time, 
returning  thence  to  Georgetown,  S.  C., 
being  discharged  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  at  the 
close  of  the  war. 

He  was  joined  in  Hymen’s  bonds  with 
Miss  Mary  Tennant,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Tennant,  and  two  sons  have  blessed  their 
union,  namely  : Curtis  L.,  who  married 

Florence  Wilson,  is  a farmer  in  the  town  of 
Willet;  and  J.  Burt,  wrho  lives  at  home  with 
his  parents.  In  political  belief,  Mr.  Harris 
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is  a Republican,  and  has  served  his  town  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Willet,  November  i,  1897.  So- 
cially, he  is  a member  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry, Willet  Grange,  No.  591,  of  Willet. 
He  is  an  intelligent  and  well-informed  man, 
and  has  a large  number  of  friends  in  the 
county. 


R.  FRANKLIN  HICKS  FOR- 
SHEE,  a promising  young  physi- 
cian of  McGrawville,  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  at  that  place 
August  8,  1866.  He  is  a son  of  Isaac  Augus- 
tus and  Elmira  B.  (Sweet)  Forshee,  and  a 
grandson  of  Isaac  Forshee.  His  paternal 
great-grandfather  was  Cornelius  Forshee. 

Isaac  Forshee  was  born  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, Delaware  County,  March  16,  1798.  His 
trade  was  that  of  a blacksmith,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  McGrawville  until  he  retired  from 
active  business  life.  In  political  belief  he 
sided  with  the  Democrats.  His  life  com- 
panion was  Elizabeth  Cole,  by  whom  he  had 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  were  boys. 

Isaac  Augustus  Forshee,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  March  27,  1829,  in  Bell- 
vale,  Orange  County,  N.  Y.  After  receiving 
a good  common  school  education,  he  became 
a veterinarian,  and  practiced  in  McGrawville 
for  a number  of  years.  He  also  followed  the 
trade  of  a blacksmith  for  a time.  He  died 
March  23,  1869,  when  but  forty  years  of  age. 
Politically,  he  was  a Democrat.  He  reared 
two  children : Hattie  E.,  who  married 

Charles  Bean,  April  2,  1885  ; and  Franklin 
Hicks,  our  subject. 


Our  subject  was  the  recipient  of  a good 
education,  secured  at  the  McGrawville  Union 
School  and  Academy.  He  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  McGraw  Corset  Co.  at 
McGrawville,  where  he  remained  several 
years.  He  then  became  a telegraph  oper- 
ator at  the  station  in  that  village.  In  1888, 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office 
of  Dr.  H.  C.  Hendrick,  one  of  the  best  physi- 
cians in  the  county.  He  read  in  this  office 
for  five  years,  and  in  1892  graduated  from  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He 
then  began  to  practice  in  McGrawville  with 
Dr.  Hendrick,  with  whom  he  still  remains. 
The  firm  name  is  Hendrick  & Forshee ; they 
have  a large  practice  and  are  recognized  as 
thoroughly  reliable. 

Dr.  Forshee  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Flora  Gee,  August  16,  1892.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  L.  F.  and  Cora  Gee,  and  was 
born  June  20,  1867.  One  child  has  blessed 
their  home,  Bernice  Elmira,  born  February 
5,  1894.  Dr.  Forshee  is  a Republican  in  his 
political  attachments,  and  is  most  loyal  in  his 
support  of  the  party. 


kj  RANCIS  MARION  BEARDSLEY, 
|_  Is  the  leading  dry  goods  merchant  of 
the  village  of  Marathon,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Lansing,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
June  4,  1849,  and  is  a son  of  John  Nelson 
and  Catherine  (Wagner)  Beardsley. 

The  Beardsley  family  is  essentially  Eng- 
lish, and  in  the  land  across  the  sea  they  trace 
their  ancestry  as  far  back  as  William  the 
Conqueror  and  the  Domesday  Book.  Wil- 
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liam  Beardsley,  the  progenitor  ot  the  family 
in  the  United  States,  came  from  England  to 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1635, 
and  four  years  later  settled  down  perma- 
nently in  what  is  now  Stratford,  Conn. 
About  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
some  of  his  descendants,  of  whom  there 
were  many,  scattered  in  various  directions, 
many  moving  to  the  then  West,  and  as 
pioneers  braving  the  dangers  and  perils  ol 
the  unbroken  forest,  and  the  open  prairie, 
carrying  with  them  industry,  economy,  cul- 
ture and  religion. 

Our  subject’s  great-grandfather  was  John 
Nelson  Beardsley,  and  his  great-grand- 
mother’s maiden  name  was  Jerusha  Beach. 
His  grandfather  was  David  Beardsley,  who 
married  a Miss  Lydia  Rogers. 

John  Nelson  Beardsley,  the  father  of 
Francis  Marion,  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  July  22,  1811,  and  died  at  Lansing, 
N.  Y.,  September  28,  1865.  He  labored  at 
the  trade  of  a stone-mason  all  his  life.  He 
was  known  as  a devoted  partisan  of  the 
Democratic  party.  One  of  his  brothers, 
Roswell  Beardsley,  is  the  oldest  postmaster 
in  point  of  continuous  service  in  the  United 
States,  having  been  appointed  postmaster 
July  14,  1828,  by  John  McLean,  Postmaster 
General,  serving  at  the  present  time.  The 
father  of  our  subject  married  Catherine 
Wagner,  March  23,  1834,  and  their  union 
was  blessed  with  the  birth  of  nine  boys  and 
three  girls.  David  G.,  the  eldest,  born 
December  16,  1834,  resides  in  Guthrie,  Guth- 
rie County,  Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  He  served  in 

the  late  Civil  War  for  a period  of  four  years, 
16* 


and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness; he  held  the  rank  of  sergeant. 
Francisco,  the  second  son,  was  born  August 
20,  1836,  and  died  January  1,  1843.  Melinda, 
born  August  27,  1838,  is  the  wife  of  J.  L. 
Gillett,  who  is  farming  in  Cortland  County, 
near  the  village  of  Cortland.  Charles  O., 
born  March  3,  1840,  lives  in  Oklahoma,  and 
is  a contractor  by  occupation.  He  enlisted 
in  the  51st  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  through- 
out the  war  was  the  head  butcher  in  General 
Burnside’s  Division.  Dana,  born  June  n, 
1842,  resides  in  Genoa,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  is  pursuing  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter.  Sarah  and  Eliza  were  twins,  and 
were  born  September  24,  1844;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  Josiah  Pratt,  and  Eliza  is  the  wife  of 
James  Willis,  who  served  through  the  late 
war  in  defense  of  the  Union.  Pearley  E., 
born  January  5,  1847,  lives  in  Millbank, 
South  Dakota,  where  he  is  following  the 
occupation  of  an  agriculturist.  Our  subject, 
Francis  Marion,  was  the  next  of  the  children 
in  order  of  birth.  John  N.,  born  November 
26,  1852,  is  a blacksmith  at  Five  Corners, 
Cayuga  County,  this  state.  Warren,  born 
August  25,  1855,  is  a carpenter  of  Venice, 
Cayuga  County.  Doc,  the  youngest  son, 
resides  in  Cortland  County. 

Francis  Marion  Beardsley  was  educated  in 
Cortland  State  Normal  School,  taking  the 
classical  course,  and  graduating  in  1876.  For 
one  year  he  was  principal  of  the  union 
graded  school  at  Tully,  and  was  principal  for 
the  same  length  of  time  of  Horseheads 
Academy,  Chemung  County.  He  then 
served  five  years  as  the  principal  of  School 
No.  5,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  having  twenty-five 
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teachers  and  1,000  pupils  under  his  super- 
vision and  direction.  From  1882  to  1889  he 
traveled  as  a salesman  for  the  large  dry 
goods  houses  ol  D.  McCarty  & Co.  of  Syra- 
cuse, and  Burke,  Fitzsimmons,  Hone  & Co. 
of  Rochester.  In  1889  he  came  to  Marathon, 
and  embarked  in  his  present  dry  goods  busi- 
ness. Experience  as  a traveling  salesman 
has  fitted  him  to  be  a superior  judge  of  the 
values  of  fabrics,  with  the  result  that  his 
establishment  contains  one  of  the  best 
assorted  lines  of  dry  goods  and  notions  in 
the  county.  Courteous  and  obliging  to  his 
customers,  and  ready  to  accommodate  them 
to  the  greatest  extent  in  his  power,  he  holds 
a large  patronage,  and  is  meeting  with  the 
most  abundant  success. 

Our  subject’s  wife,  whom  he  married 
December  26,  1876,  was  before  her  union 
with  him  known  as  Georgia  A.  Hayford, 
a daughter  of  Myron  W.  Hayford  of  Tully, 
Onondaga  County,  this  state.  Their  chil- 
dren are  : Glenn  L.,  born  September  7,  1 879  ; 
Myron  W.,  born  February  26,  1881  ; Clinton 
Romainse,  October  3,  1882;  and  Leda  May, 
February  27,  1883.  Mr.  Beardsley  has 

always  been  a Republican  of  the  strongest 
convictions,  and  ever  since  coming  to  Mara- 
thon has  served  continuously  as  a county 
committeeman.  He  is  prominent  in  the 
councils  of  his  party,  serving  on  the  execu- 
tive committee,  and  as  delegate  to  county 
and  state  conventions,  and  chairman  of  con- 
gressional conventions.  He  is  a member  of 
Lodge  No.  167,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  a 
consistent  and  valued  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  lor  the  past  twenty-seven  years, 
working  willingly  in  behalf  of  Christ  and  I 


the  Church,  and  ever  giving  liberally  of  his 
means.  He  has  always  sided  with  the  best 
class  of  citizens,  who  desire  to  see  the  laws 
enforced  in  all  particulars,  and  is  a man  that 
leaves  the  impress  of  his  personality  for 
good  on  everything  with  which  he  is  asso- 
ciated. 


SCAR  EUGENE  NICHOLS,  a rep- 
resentative farmer  and  business  man 
of  Cincinnatus,  is  the  only  son  of 
George  and  Celestia  ( Hungerford)  Nichols, 
and  was  born  September  15,  1842,  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnatus,  this  county.  He  was 
instructed  in  the  common  schools  of  this 
county,  until  he  was  about  twelve  years  old, 
when  his  father  moved  to  Illinois,  where  he 
finished  his  education.  In  the  autumn  of 
1861  he  returned  to  his  native  state  and  de- 
cided to  take  a course  in  the  Commercial 
College  of  Binghamton,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated. He  had  been  employed  as  a clerk 
before  entering  college,  and  after  his  gradua- 
tion he  again  served  in  that  capacity  in 
Chemung  County  for  one  year,  when  he 
went  to  Port  Jervis  and  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  for  three  years,  acting 
as  brakeman  and  for  the  succeeding  ten  years 
as  conductor.  He  then  returned  to  the  town 
of  Cincinnatus,  this  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided  on  his  farm.  He  is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  apiary,  of  which  he  is  justly  proud,  as  it 
produces  for  him  the  choicest  quality  of 
honey  that  is  to  be  obtained.  Mr.  Nichols 
gives  the  best  attention  to  his  bees,  and  the 
returns  certainly  repay  him  for  his  trouble. 
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Mr.  Nichols  has  been  twice  married;  he 
first  led  to  Hymen’s  Altar  Elizabeth  M. 
Soper  on  January  1,  1867;  two  children  were 
born  to  them  : Edith,  who  was  born  August 
26,  1868,  and  died  April  1 5,  1872  ; and  Howard 
S.,  who  was  born  March  13,  1870,  and  who 
is  united  in  marriage  with  Susan  Carmichael 
of  Binghamton,  where  he  lives.  Mrs.  Nichols 
died  March  28,  1870,  in  her  twenty-ninth  year, 
leaving  her  husband  with  two  little  children 
to  care  for.  As  his  second  wife  he  chose 
Marilla  Place,  who  was  born  June  18,  1844. 
They  were  wedded  August  21,  1872,  and  this 
wife  has  added  two  more  children  to  the 
family  : they  are  Clark  G.,  born  September 
28,  1882,  and  Julia  M.,  born  August  11,  1885. 
Our  subject’s  second  wife  died  January  5, 
1887.  Politically,  Mr.  Nichols  has  always 
been  a Republican  and  has  done  much  to 
further  that  cause  in  the  county,  frequently 
representing  his  party  in  county  and  con- 
gressional conventions  and  conferences.  He 
is  at  present  one  of  the  assessors  of  the  town 
of  Cincinnatus.  During  his  residence  of 
eighteen  years  in  the  town  he  has  always 
been  connected  with  the  government  of  the 
school  in  some  way,  either  as  trustee  or  clerk ; 
he  is  a great  friend  to  education  and  takes  an 
interest  in  all  affairs  of  that  nature.  He  is  an 
influential  member  of  the  Grange  ; is  a mem- 
ber of  Lodge  No.  706,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Cincin- 
natus ; a member  of  Never  Sink  Chapter,  No. 
186,  R.  A.  M.;  also  a member  of  Port  Jervis 
Council.  He  has  been  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church  for  years,  and  at  one  time 
was  one  of  the  trustees. 

His  great-grandfather  was  in  all  probability 
a native  of  Rhode  Island.  The  grandfather, 


Scissons  Nichols,  was  born  in  that  state 
August  24,  1794,  and  died  March  18,  1881. 
He  moved  to  Cortland  County  in  1818  and 
located  in  the  town  of  Cincinnatus,  and  later 
made  his  home  in  Willet.  He  was  a farmer 
for  the  first  years  of  his  business  life,  then 
learned  the  trade  of  a shoemaker,  at  which  he 
worked  with  good  results  for  a number  of 
years.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Al- 
mira Cole,  and  to  them  a large  family  was 
born:  George,  born  August  30,  1819;  David 
B.,  born  April  28,  1821,  and  died  February  13, 
1847;  Thomas,  born  July  15,  1824,  and  died 
September  4,  1846;  Benjamin,  born  July  9, 
1826,  died  January  26,  1847;  Betsey,  born 
August  15,  1830,  died  June  1,  1833;  Susan, 
born  March  24,  1833,  died  November  18, 
1862,  the  wife  of  Hiram  Moon  ; and  Rebecca 
A.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Maybury  of  Winona, 
Minn. 

George  Nichols  was  born  in  this  county 
and  lived  here  until  1854,  when  he  moved 
west  and  located  in  Sterling,  111.  He  was  a 
cabinet  maker  and  joiner,  skilled  in  the  craft ; 
when  a young  man  he  worked  hard  at  the 
trade,  but  advancing  age  has  obliged  him  to 
live  a life  of  retirement.  He  was  married  to 
Celestia  Hungerford,  who  was  born  in  1823, 
and  died  June  30,  1843,  when  but  little  more 
than  out  of  her  ’teens,  leaving  behind  an  only 
son,  our  subject.  She  was  a daughter  of  Nath- 
aniel Hungerford,  who  was  born  January  22, 
1895,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  but  moved 
to  Cincinnatus,  this  county,  where  he  died 
August  6,  1849.  His  vocation  was  that  of  a 
foundryman,  and  he  owned  and  operated  a 
plant  here.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of 
Celestia  (Hungerford)  Nichols  are:  Jerome, 
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who  lives  at  Sunbright*  Tenn. ; George,  de- 
ceased, formerly  a physician  in  Illinois ; 
Newton,  who  resides  in  Buffalo,  this  state  ; 
Harriet,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Peter 
Daley;  and  Elmira,  wife  of  Henry  Tozer  of 
Waverly. 


yCAJ  / ILFRED  YOUNG.  Among  the 

V?V  prominent  and  influential  farmers 
of  Cortland  County  is  the  gentleman  named 
above.  He  is  a native  of  Truxton,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born,  August  28,  1855.  He 
is  a son  of  John  and  Ann  (Miller)  Young. 
His  parents  were  both  natives  of  Cumber- 
land County,  England ; the  father,  born 
March  1,  1829,  and  the  mother,  February  4, 
1833- 

In  the  year  1852,  in  common  with  thou- 
sands of  his  fellow  country-men,  John  Young 
sought  a home  in  freedom-loving  America. 
He  first  located  in  Truxton,  where  he  lived 
for  five  years,  and  finally  purchased  a farm 
of  182  acres  in  the  extreme  north-east  part  of 
Homer  township.  He  farmed  there  until 
1884,  when  he  retired  and  moved  to  Cort- 
land village,  where  he  died  December  23, 
1889.  When  he  first  came  to  this  country, 
he  worked  by  the  day  and  month,  cutting 
timber  in  the  winter  and  working  on  the 
farm  during  the  summer  months;  being 
industrious  and  frugal  in  his  habits,  he  soon 
accumulated  an  ample  competency.  Politi- 
cally, Mr.  Young  was  an  unswerving  Repub- 
lican. Although  often  importuned  to  accept 
office,  he  never  consented.  He  was  a most 
active  and  zealous  member  of  the  Episcopal 


Church.  He  married  Ann  Miller,  November 
15,  1853,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Miller,  who 
was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  England, 
but  with  his  family  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Truxton,  this  county. 
Thomas  Miller  married  Jane  Graham,  who 
was  born  August  19,  1801,  in  Cumberland 
County,  England.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
were  born  the  following  children  : George, 

born  November  10,  1829;  Ann,  our  subject’s 
mother,  February  4,  1833;  William,  July  19, 
1836;  Jane,  February  18,  1840;  Thomas,  July 
24,  1843;  and  Elizabeth,  February  9,  1847. 
Mrs.  Miller  departed  this  life  January  5, 
1870,  and  was  followed  by  her  husband  June 
11,  1872.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  were  born 
four  boys  and  four  girls:  Wilfred,  the  sub- 

ject of  this  sketch ; Thomas  H.,  a liveryman 
of  Cortland  village;  William,  a farmer  and 
stock-dealer  of  Truxton  ; Jennie,  the  wife  of 
Frank  Rowe  of  East  Homer  ; Ann,  wife  of 
William  N.  Jones  of  Truxton;  Nancy,  the 
wife  of  Howard  Parker,  a farmer  of  East 
Homer;  Rose,  the  wife  of  Phillip  Niver,  a 
farmer  residing  near  Cortland  village;  and 
John,  the  youngest  of  the  family.  Mrs. 
Young,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  again 
married  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Young,  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1895,  to  William  Lattimer,  a pros- 
perous retired  farmer.  They  now  reside  in 
the  village  of  Cortland. 

Wilfred  Young,  our  subject,  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  at  an 
early  age  came  with  his  parents  to  East 
Homer,  where  he  grew  to  maturity  and  has 
lived  ever  since.  He  has  proved  himself  to 
be  one  of  the  few  men  who  can  successfully 
prosecute  two  or  more  independent  lines  of 


. 


DR.  JEROME  ANGELL. 


/ 


CORTLAND  COUNTY 


32i 


business,  for,  besides  being  an  able  and  ener- 
getic farmer,  he  is  a carpenter  of  more  than 
ordinary  natural  ability.  For  him  the  people 
of  Cortland  have  none  but  the  highest  praise 
for  the  erection  of  many  of  their  finest  build- 
ings. He  also  operates  a farm  of  182  acres, 
the  one  purchased  by  his  father.  Politically, 
Mr.  Young  is  a Republican,  and  takes  an 
intelligent  interest  in  party  affairs.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Albright  Grange,  No.  440, 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  in  whose  workings  he 
takes  a great  interest ; he  is  also  a member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

February  9,  1881,  Mr.  Young  married 
Emma  E.  Miller,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Alvern  (Cowles)  Miller,  who  were  of  English 
birth,  and  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and  settled  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  were  born  four 
children:  Fred  W.,  Frank  R.,  Harry  and 

Carl,  all  of  whom  are  still  living. 

1 > 1 

WALTER  H.  ANGELL,  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  well  known  firm  of 
Angell  & McFall,  proprietors  of  the  leading 
meat  market  of  Cortland  village,  is  a son  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jerome  Angell,  and  was  born 
April  4,  1864,  at  Union  Valley,  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y. 

Franklin  Angell,  the  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a lad 
came  with  his  mother  to  Taylor,  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  his  school- 
ing, and  after  his  marriage  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  married  Mary  Ann  Brooks,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children  : Lucia  died  in 


infancy  ; Jerome  ; Walter  H.,  who  died  in  the 
army  ; Helen  M.;  and  Lucy  C.,  deceased, 
who  was  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Cotton.  Mrs.  Cot- 
ton left  one  daughter,  May  Louise.  Franklin 
Angell  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  while  his  wife  was  a Methodist. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six,  and  his  wife 
was  taken  Home  at  seventy-eight. 

Dr.  Jerome  Angell,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Union  Valley,  Cortland  County,  and  received 
a good  common  school  education  in  his  na- 
tive town  and  then  graduated  from  the  Ge- 
neva Medical  College,  and  began  practicing 
in  the  locality  of  his  birth,  remaining  there  for 
thirty-three  years,  and  enjoying  a very  exten- 
tensive  practice.  He  then  moved  to  Cort- 
land in  1887  and  practiced  in  Cortland  until 
September  1,  1896,  when  his  death  occurred. 
He  was  considered  one  of  the  ablest  phy- 
sicians in  the  county,  his  practice  covering  a 
large  territory,  and  embracing  the  best  class 
of  patrons.  He  had  many  warm  friends  all 
through  the  county.  He  was  a Republican 
and  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  serving  as 
supervisor  of  the  town  of  Taylor,  this  county, 
two  terms.  He  was  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Cortland,  and  was  an 
earnest  Christian.  June  10,  1858,  the  Doctor 
was  married  to  Mary  Ann  Halbert  of 
Pitcher,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.  They 
had  one  child,  Walter  H. 

Walter  H.  Angell  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  common  schools,  which  was 
supplemented  by  a course  in  Palmyra  Acad- 
emy. He  remained  at  home  with  his  father 
for  a short  time  after  leaving  school,  and  in 
September,  1887,  opened  a meat  shop  on 
Main  Street,  in  Cortland,  which  he  con- 
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ducted  for  four  years.  He  then  went  to 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale meat  business  for  ten  months,  when  he 
returned  to  Cortland  and  clerked  in  the  gro- 
cery store  of  C.  W.  Stoker  for  a short  time, 
when  he  formed  a partnership  with  Francis  M. 
McFall  and  again  embarked  in  the  meat  and 
grocery  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Angell  & McFall ; their  store  was  opened  in 
September,  1895,  and  they  enjoy  a lucrative 
patronage,  as  they  are  both  good  business 
men.  Mr.  Angell  is  a strong  Republican. 
He  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Flattie  Kin- 
eny,  a daughter  of  Warren  Kinney,  August 
29,  1892,  and  their  home  has  been  cheered  by 
the  arrivals  of  a bright  little  girl,  Margaret, 
born  July  29,  1894,  and  an  infant  son,  Earl 
Jerome,  born  September  8,  1897.  Mr.  Angell 
is  a man  of  sterling  worth,  of  upright  deal- 
ings, and  a useful  member  of  the  community, 
who  has  contributed  his  share  to  the  enter- 
prise and  thrift  of  the  village.  On  another 
page  of  this  work  appears  a portrait  of  Dr. 
Jerome  Angell,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
the  above  biographical  notice. 


WILSON  BLASHFIELD  is  a sub- 
stantial citizen  ol  Homer  township, 
who  is  engaged  in  milling  and 
farming  on  his  estate  about  one-half  mile 
south  of  the  village  of  Little  York  on  the 
Cold  Brook  Road.  His  name  is  known  and 
respected  throughout  the  township  in  all 
circles,  whether  business,  social,  or  political, 
for  he  is  a man  of  influence  and  standing  in 
the  community.  He  is  a son  of  William  and 


Polly  ( Burke)  Blashfield,  and  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Homer,  within  fifty  rods  of  his  pres- 
ent residence,  September  10,  1830. 

The  Blashfield  family  comes  of  good  New 
England  stock.  Our  subject’s  grandfather 
and  father  were  both  born  in  the  town  of 
Brimfield,  Mass.  His  grandfather,  William 
Blashfield,  Sr.,  lived  and  died  in  that  place. 
He  was  endowed  by  Nature  with  a large 
share  of  artistic  ability,  which  he  took  pains 
to  cultivate,  with  the  result  that  his  work  in 
wood-carving  was  much  admired  and  eagerly 
sought  after.  The  interior  of  his  home  at 
Brimfield,  Mass.,  which  was  constructed  of 
heavy  oak,  was  hand  carved  in  various  de- 
signs, both  beautiful  and  unique  in  effect. 
This  taste  for  carving  was  also  the  heritage 
of  his  son,  our  subject’s  father.  Our  subject 
has  in  his  possession  a powder-horn,  which 
was  very  handsomely  engraved  by  his  father. 
On  one  side  is  “William  Blashfield,  March  4, 
1780,”  and  on  the  other,  “ Brimfield,  Mass.” 
Our  subject’s  grandmother  on  his  father’s 
side,  Lois  Blashfield,  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  came  to  Homer  with  a party  of 
Massachusetts  people,  among  whom  were 
these  early  pioneers  of  this  section  : Hosea 
Sprague,  John  Bishop,  Samuel  Sherman,  and 
William  Sherman. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  born  July  30,  1790, 
and  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  the  family 
came  to  Homer.  He  assisted  in  clearing  the 
land  where  the  village  now  stands,  and  made 
himself  generally  useful  in  helping  his  mother 
in  the  support  of  the  family.  He  finally  lo- 
cated on  a farm  one-half  a mile  south  of  Little 
York,  where  he  died  March  1,  1864,  after 
having  been  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life. 
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He  was  a Whig  and  later  an  Abolitionist, 
following  the  standard  of  James  G.  Burney. 
As  soon  as  the  Republican  party  was  born, 
he  espoused  the  new  cause,  and  was  stanch 
and  faithful  to  the  party  of  John  C.  Fremont 
and  Abraham  Lincoln  until  his  death.  In 
the  early  years  of  the  Abolitionist  move- 
ment, he  was  very  active  and  outspoken  in 
declaring  his  stand  against  slavery  in  the 
South,  and  he  stood  unfalteringly  by  his  colors. 
Because  of  his  radical  position,  he  was  not 
a general  favorite,  but  as  he  had  no  aspiration 
for  public  office,  this  feeling  against  him  did 
not  annoy  him  much.  In  the  main,  he  was 
quiet  and  undemonstrative,  and  liked  nothing 
better  than  domestic  peace  and  contentment 
by  his  own  fireside.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  very  true 
to  his  covenant  vows,  his  connection  with  the 
church  only  ceasing,  when  he  was  called  to 
his  reward.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  whom  he  married,  November  12, 
1817,  was  born  March  16,  1796,  and  passed 
from  earth’s  scenes  in  October,  1879.  Six 
children  blessed  their  union,  who  were  as 
follows:  Mary  A.,  born  November  5,  1818, 
who  died  October  26,  1888,  unmarried; 
Alfleda  B.,  born  August  2,  1821,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Gustavus  Lyman  on  May  31, 

1 848,  and  died  January  21,  1871  ; Harvey,  born 
January  5,  1823,  died  June  14,  1823;  William 
A.,  born  January  7,  1826,  died  October  7, 
1851  ; H.  Wilson,  the  subject  of  this  article  ; 
Sarah  S.,  born  October  18,  1832,  was  married 
March  29,  1865,  to  Earlman  Rodgers,  Jr., 
now  deceased,  and  lives  in  the  West;  and 
Zenas  M.,  who  was  born  July  18,  1836,  and 
who  died  February  24,  1891.  Zenas  M. 


Blashfield  was  a soldier  in  the  late  war,  en- 
listing in  the  157th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.  He 
was  severely  wounded  at  Chancellorsville  by 
a gun-shot  in  the  elbow  of  the  left  arm,  and 
was  taken  prisoner ; after  he  was  exchanged 
and  came  under  the  protection  of  the  “ stars 
and  stripes  ” once  more,  he  was  discharged 
for  disabilities,  and  was  drawing  a pension  of 
$24.00  per  month  at  the  date  of  his  death. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Homer,  and  in  Homer 
Academy.  Leaving  school  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  milling  on  the  homestead  near  Little 
York  on  the  Cold  Brook  Road,  where  he 
has  lived  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of 
two  years,  when  he  resided  in  Homer  to 
allow  his  children  an  opportunity  to  attend 
Homer  Academy.  He  has  been  highway 
commissioner  for  the  past  four  years,  and 
still  holds  that  position.  In  1887  he  retired 
from  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Homer  township,  having  filled  that  position 
of  trust  and  grave  responsibility  for  twenty- 
five  years.  He  was  a supervisor  of  the  town 
in  1886.  He  is  a Republican  in  his  politics, 
and  a stanch  one,  too,  believing  in  hard 
money  and  protection  to  American  workmen 
and  American  products.  He  is  still  very  ac- 
tive in  local  politics,  and  is  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  the  county. 
He  has  been  a delegate  to  a number  of 
county,  district,  senatorial  and  congressional 
conventions.  He  was  associate  judge  of  the 
county  court  for  one  year.  In  church 
matters,  he  unites  with  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Homer.  He  is  a member  of 
Homer  Lodge,  No.  99,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which 
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he  is  past  grand  ; he  is  also  a member  of  the 
grand  lodge  of  the  state,  and  has  been  dis- 
trict deputy  for  several  terms.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Elon  Encampment,  No.  59,  of 
Cortland.  He  has  been  affiliated  with  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  for  forty-six  years,  has  been  through 
all  the  various  degrees,  held  many  of  the 
offices,  and  holds  the  much-prized  veteran  s 
jewel. 

On  October  17,  1854,  Mr.  Blashfield  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Lura  M.  Bates, 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Lavina  Bates  of 
Homer,  and  of  the  five  children  born  to  him, 
only  two  are  now  living.  Following  is  the 
record:  Willie  A.,  born  April  27,  1857,  died 
June  17,  1859;  Fannie  A.,  born  December  18, 
1862,  died  March  29,  1883;  Charles  B.,  born 
February  24,  1870,  died  March  29,  1872; 
Nellie,  born  November  15,  1872,  married 
Wilbur  W.  Fisk,  and  has  one  son,  Frank  W., 
born  July  12,  1896 — their  home  is  in  Alden, 
Hardin  County,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Fisk  is  en- 
gaged in  farming;  and  Frank,  born  Novem- 
ber 18,  1878,  who  lives  at  home  with  his 
parents. 


IDNEY  S.  STEARNS,  street  com- 
missioner of  Cortland  village,  is  a 
native  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  born  March  18,  1845.  His  pa- 
rents were  both  natives  of  Vermont.  Clark 
Stearns,  his  father,  was  always  a tiller  of  the 
soil.  Part  of  his  family  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont and  part  at  Louisville,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.  It  was  at  the  last  place 
he  died.  He  was  the  father  of  a family  of 


twelve  children,  namely : Maria ; Alfred ; 
Levi;  Laura;  Stephen;  Elijah;  Clarinda; 
Ellen;  Lucinda;  Sidney  S.;  Clark;  and 
Mary. 

Sidney  S.  Stearns,  the  subject  of  this  per- 
sonal sketch,  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation. In  1859  he  went  to  Woburn,  Mass., 
where  he  worked  one  year,  when  he  went  to 
Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  one 
year.  Inspired  by  a spirit  of  patriotism, 
brought  on  by  the  stirring  events  of  1861,  he 
determined  to  enlist  and  render  service  to  his 
country.  He  accordingly  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  91st  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  remain- 
ed in  the  army  fifteen  months.  After  leaving 
the  service  of  the  United  States  he  went  to 
Louisville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  three  years.  Agricultural  pursuits, 
however,  were  not  congenial  to  his  tastes, 
and  so  he  sought  a position  on  the  railroad. 
This  he  secured,  and  was  in  the  service  of 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.  for  seven 
years,  making  his  home  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  dur- 
ing this  period.  He  then  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business  the  following  six  years.  After 
which  he  moved  to  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  meat  business  for  five  years  ; 
subsequently  he  followed  the  line  of  life  in- 
surance until  1895,  when  he  was  elected 
street  commissioner  of  Cortland  village.  His 
services  met  the  appreciation  of  all  good  cit- 
izens irrespective  of  party,  and  he  was  re- 
elected in  1897  for  another  term  of  two  years. 
The  duties  of  the  position  to  which  he  has 
been  chosen  have  been  faithfully  and  honest- 
ly discharged.  His  successive  elections  show 
his  popularity.  It  has  been  his  constant  aim 
and  earnest  endeavor  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of 
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the  people.  He  is  honest  and  upright  in  all 
his  dealings.  Mr.  Stearns  was  married  Au- 
gust 7,  1865,  to  Laura  E.  Day.  She  was  also 
born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Proctor)  Day. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  the  old  Bay 
State.  They  had  a family  ol  seven  children. 


OHN  HARRISON  MILLER.  Of 
the  sturdy  farmers,  who  furnish  for 
the  nation  the  supplies  of  food  pro- 
ducts, Cortland  County  has  its  full  quota. 
Its  men  are  known  as  citizens  of  long  resi- 
dence, who  are  closely  bound  to  the  great 
Empire  State,  believing  that  it  holds  a posi- 
tion that  is  second  to  none  other  in  the 
sisterhood  of  states.  Of  such  a stamp  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  name  heads 
these  lines.  Mr.  Miller  is  engaged  in  carry- 
ing on  general  and  diversified  farming  on  his 
estate  in  Homer  township,  and  is  highly 
respected  by  his  neighbors  and  acquaint- 
ances as  a man  who  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  his  calling,  and  who  has  not  lost  sight 
of  the  elements  of  success  wherever  they 
may  lie.  He  ranks  with  the  best  agricultur- 
ists of  the  county,  and  represents  the  best 
type  of  agriculturist  of  Central  New  York. 
His  experience  goes  far  to  disprove  the 
statements  that  there  is  no  money  in  farm- 
ing, for  he  has  steadily  accumulated  it,  and 
to-day  has  one  of  the  nicest  properties  to  be 
’found  in  many  a long  day’s  journey.  There 
is  money  to  be  made,  but  only  by  intelligent 
farming;  this  calling  must  keep  pace  with 
progress  in  other  walks  of  the  industrial 


world,  or  at  once  fail  to  keep  on  the  farm  the 
best  men  we  have. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Isaac  and  Elizabeth 
(Harrison)  Miller,  were  both  of  English  birth 
and  parentage,  and  both  came  from  the  same 
locality — Penroth,  County  Cumberland,  Eng- 
land. The  father  was  born  in  1812,  and  the 
mother  in  1807.  They  were  married  while 
still  residents  of  Old  England,  and  there 
their  first  two  children  were  born:  George 
and  Margaret.  The  former  died  on  the 
voyage  to  America,  being  then  a young 
child  ; while  the  latter,  then  an  infant,  lived 
to  maturity,  and  married  Abner  Hall,  and 
now  lives  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.  The  family 
emigrated  in  1839,  and  first  located  in  the 
town  of  Truxton,  where  they  lived  five 
years,  until  1844,  when  Mr.  Miller  purchased 
a farm  of  170  acres  on  East  River,  near 
East  River  P.  O.,  upon  which  he  resided, 
and  which  he  improved  and  cultivated  for  a 
period  of  twenty-seven  years.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  his  avocation  of  husbandry,  he 
carried  on  the  closely  related  industry  of 
dairying;  he  was  very  successful  in  his 
labors,  and  accumulated  an  ample  com- 
petency, upon  which  he  retired  in  1871.  To 
be  free  from  cares  and  in  a position  to  enjoy 
the  sunset  years  of  his  life,  he  removed  to 
the  village  of  Homer,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  days.  He  died  there  July  16, 
1895.  His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the 
other  shore,  her  death  having  occurred  in 
January,  1878.  They  were  both  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  aided  in  erecting 
the  first  Episcopal  Church  Building  in  Trux- 
ton ; in  all  branches  of  the  Master’s  service, 
they  were  ever  alert,  active,  devout,  and 
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anxious  to  do  what  they  could.  Our  sub- 
ject’s father  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
that  was  about  as  far  as  his  interest  in 
politics  extended.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  in  Cortland  County, 
who  were  as  follows:  John  H.  and  Jane, 
twins,  the  latter  now  deceased ; and  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  John  B.  Henry,  a farmer 
and  representative  citizen  of  Homer  town- 
ship. 

John  H.  Miller  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Truxton,  this  county,  March  22,  1844,  and 
was  but  ten  days  of  age,  when  his  parents 
moved  into  the  town  of  Homer;  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  (1860-61),  spent  on  a 
mill  property  near  by,  he  has  always  resided 
on  the  homestead.  In  1870  he  purchased  the 
interests  of  his  sisters  in  the  homestead,  and 
by  purchase  added  to  the  original  tract  until 
his  estate  now  contains  217  acres  of  valuable 
and  well  improved  land.  His  residence  is  a 
very  fine  one  for  a country  home;  it  is 
modern  in  its  architecture,  furnishings  and 
appointments,  and  presents  a pleasing  ap- 
pearance no  matter  from  what  vantage 
ground  it  is  viewed.  The  barn  and  other 
farm  buildings  are  kept  in  good  repair,  and 
possess  every  convenience  that  could  sug- 
gest itself  to  a practical  farmer.  Everything 
on  the  farm,  in  the  buildings  and  out  of 
them,  is  kept  orderly  and  neat.  All  farm 
machinery  has  a place  where  there  is  shelter, 
and  tools  are  to  be  found  in  their  accus- 
tomed places.  In  addition  to  farming,  Mr. 
Miller,  operates  an  extensive  dairy,  and  also 
deals  largely  in  live  stock,  in  which  pursuit 
he  has  been  engaged  for  many  years  with 
profit.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  success- 


ful and  affluent  men  of  Cortland  County, 
and  this,  too,  with  good  reason. 

In  January,  1872,  the  words  were  said  that 
united  our  subject  and  Elizabeth  Bell, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Bell  of  Trux- 
ton, this  county,  in  marriage,  and  their  union 
has  been  fruitful  with  two  children:  Jennie 
C.,  born  April  25,  1876,  and  died  December 
3,  1897;  and  Jessie  B.,  born  February  7,  1883. 
Mr.  Miller  is  a Democrat  politically,  but 
beyond  exercising  his  right  of  manhood 
suffrage,  he  does  not  let  politics  claim  any  of 
his  time.  He  is  a member  of  the  Truxton 
Council  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 


VC/V  / ILLIAM  CARR,  one  of  the  elderly 
farmers  of  Cortland  County  and 
town  of  Cortlandville,  about  to  retire,  was 
born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  June  27,  1824. 
He  is  a son  of  David  and  Azubah  (Corwin) 
Carr,  who  were  born  on  Long  Island,  and  in 
1850  settled  in  the  town  of  Cortlandville  on 
a farm  of  141  acres,  now  owned  by  C.  Travis. 
Mr.  Carr  built  a frame  house  and  barn  on 
this  farm  and  set  out  one  of  the  largest  or- 
chards in  this  section  of  the  country,  and 
otherwise  improved  the  estate,  until  it  was 
considered  one  of  the  best.  After  living  upon 
this  farm  for  some  years,  he  sold  it  and 
bought  one  of  David  Fisk,  consisting  of  106 
acres,  now  owned  and  resided  upon  by  his 
son  William,  the  subject  of  this  personal 
sketch.  Later  he  bought  the  partially  im- 
proved farm  of  C.  Coles.  Farming  was  his 
sole  occupation,  and  he  was  classed  among  the 
leading  farmers  of  his  day.  Mr.  Carr  mar- 
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ried  the  daughter  of  Peter  Corwin.  To 
them  were  born  nine  children:  Israel  Y.; 

William,  the  subject  of  this  personal  history  ; 
Elizabeth;  Clarissa  Jane;  Azubah  ; Hester; 
Corwin  P.;  David;  and  Hiram.  Mr.  Carr 
was  among  those  who  early  offered  their 
services  to  their  country  in  the  War  of  1812. 
His  patriotic  ardor  found  full  vent  on  many 
a hard  contested  field  of  battle,  where  he  was 
ever  eager  to  discharge  his  full  duty  and 
more.  Mr.  Carr  lived  a much  respected  life 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Mrs.  Carr,  who  was  a woman  of  many  vir- 
tues and  who  largely  contributed  to  the  suc- 
cess of  her  husband,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years. 

William  Carr  received  his  education  in  the 
district  school,  and  at  the  same  time  assisted 
his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm.  For 
his  first  purchase  as  a home,  he  bought  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Steadman,  and  later  he  purchased 
his  father’s  farm,  and  immediately  set  to  work 
in  remodeling  and  enlarging  the  buildings. 
Mr.  Carr  is  as  successful  in  running  a dairy 
as  he  is  in  farming,  having  his  farm  stocked 
with  very  fine  Jersey  cattle. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Ran- 
som, daughter  of  Jefferson  Ransom.  As  a 
result  of  this  union  two  children  were  born, 
Julian  and  Nellie.  Julian  married  Mary 
Clegg,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Irene,  Nellie,  and  William.  Julian 
Carr  assists  his  father  in  running  the 
farm,  but  is  a mechanic  by  trade.  Nellie, 
now  deceased,  married  Jurial  White.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them,  Mabel  and 
Howard.  Mrs.  Carr  departed  from  this  life 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  She  was  a 
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woman  of  excellent  qualities,  and  her  death 
was  mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends. 
Mr.  Carr  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party  in  early  years,  and  has  remained  iden- 
tified with  that  political  organization  to  the 
present.  He  takes  a great  interest  in  the 
Grange,  of  which  he  is  a prominent  member. 
In  his  religious  views  he  is  a Presbyterian. 

He  has  been  a public-spirited  man,  and  has 
always  lent  his  aid  and  influence  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  measures  which  he  believed 
would  be  conducive  to  the  public  welfare. 
In  business  life,  Mr.  Carr  is  active  and 
straight-forward,  has  accumulated  a fortune 
and  is  now  about  to  retire. 


R.  FRANCIS  J.  CHENEY,  the 
scholarly  president  of  the  Cortland 
State  Normal  School,  is  a gentle- 
man, who,  in  the  comparatively  short  time 
that  he  has  been  a resident  and  citizen  of  the 
village,  has  proven  himself  a worthy  conser- 
vator of  the  great  interests  of  which  the  peo- 
ple are  so  proud.  His  portrait,  appearing 
on  the  opposite  page,  is  the  likeness  of  one 
who  has  done  much  to  advance  the  cause  of 
higher  education  in  Cortland  County. 

This  noted  school  was  established  in  1867, 
and  was  formally  opened  as  a State  Normal 
School,  March  3,  1869.  It  was  authorized  in 
1866  under  the  state  laws,  and  James  H. 
Hoose,  Ph.  D.,  was  its  first  principal,  with 
Henry  S.  Randall  of  Cortland  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  'The  school  began 
with  fifty-seven  students  in  the  normal  de- 
1 partment,  eighteen  in  the  academic,  two  hun- 
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dred  forty-one  in  the  intermediate,  and  two 
hundred  sixty-seven  in  the  primary.  During 
the  summer  vacation  of  1869,  the  capacity  of 
the  school  was  enlarged,  and  its  attendance 
the  following  fall  grew  to  one  hundred 
thirty-five  in  the  normal  department,  and  six 
hundred  forty-seven  in  the  training  schools. 
At  the  close  of  the  session  of  1897,  the  school 
had  so  increased  that  the  enrollment  showed 
a total  of  1,147  names,  of  which  581  were  en- 
tered in  the  normal  lists,  76  in  the  academic, 
250  in  the  intermediate,  and  240  in  the 
primary.  The  attendance  this  year  (1898)  is 
greater  thus  far  than  last.  During  its  history 
of  more  than  a quarter  of  a century,  the 
“Cortland  Normal”  has  prepared  and  grad- 
uated over  1,300  teachers,  who  have  as  a 
class  taken  the  highest  standing  wherever 
they  have  chosen  to  practice  their  profession. 
The  school  now  has  on  its  staff  of  instruc- 
tors nineteen  thoroughly  experienced  and 
qualified  teachers,  many  of  whom  have  gain- 
ed wide  repute  in  their  chosen  line  of  peda- 
gogic work.  The  Normal  School  buildings 
were  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  Cortland- 
ville  Academy,  near-by  property  being  pur- 
chased when  it  became  necessary  to  enlarge 
the  facilities.  The  buildings  occup)^  a fine 
and  commanding  position,  and  with  their  ex- 
quisitely laid  out  grounds  make  a point  of 
interest  for  all  visitors  who  sojourn  for  a 
time  at  Cortland.  The  main  structure  is  of 
brick,  three  stories  in  height,  and  covers  a 
length  of  327  feet,  with  a width  varying  from 
50  to  100  feet.  It  is  heated  by  hot  air  and 
steam,  lighted  by  gas,  and  is  fitted  with  hot 
and  cold  water  throughout.  Its  complete 
and  well-ordered  library  comprises  7,000  vol- 


umes and  over,  all  carefully  selected  with  the 
needs  of  the  school  in  view.  The  equip- 
ment is  all  that  modern  ingenuity  and 
thought  can  devise.  Chemical  laboratories, 
complete  in  every  detail ; a physical  labora- 
tory fitted  out  without  sparing  cost ; all  sorts 
of  apparatus  for  pursuing  an  intelligent  study 
of  the  sciences,  including  a fine  astronomi- 
cal outfit ; every  description  of  kindergarten 
appliance ; a superior  gymnasium ; in  short, 
all  that  an  appreciative  state  can  furnish  to 
further  the  training  of  its  teachers  is  there 
found. 

Since  Dr.  Cheney  took  charge,  the  build- 
ing has  again  been  enlarged,  and  many 
modern  improvements  added.  The  school 
has  never  done  better  work  than  at  present, 
and  the  title  “ Cortland  graduate  ” has  more 
than  ever  become  synonymous  with  the 
words  “qualified  and  proficient  teacher.” 

Dr.  Cheney  is  a native  of  Warren,  Pa. 
He  prepared  for  Syracuse  University,  where 
he  was  graduated  with  high  honors  in  the 
class  of  1872.  He  also  took  a post-graduate 
course  at  that  institution,  and  was  accorded 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  on  ex- 
amination. He  was  elected  principal  of  the 
Dryden  Union  School,  where  he  remained 
for  seven  years.  He  then  took  charge  of  the 
schools  at  Kingston-on-the-Hudson,  and  there 
labored  ten  years.  He  left  the  position  to 
become  inspector  of  High  School  and  Acade- 
mic work  under  the  Regents  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  a place  he  held  until  he  was 
selected  to  become  the  head  of  the  Cortland 
Normal  School,  succeeding  Dr.  J.  H.  Hoose, 
who  acted  as  principal  up  to  that  time. 
Under  Dr.  Cheney’s  able  management,  the 
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attendance  has  nearly  doubled,  and  the  new 
building,  referred  to  above,  was  put  in  shape, 
and  has  been  in  constant  service  ever  since. 
Dr.  Cheney  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lydia  H.  Smith,  a native  of  Cattaraugus 
County.  She  was  taken  from  her  husband 
by  death  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  forty- five 
years.  In  1893,  Dr.  Cheney  erected  a fine 
home  in  Church  Street,  where  he  resides, 
surrounded  by  all  that  culture  and  refine- 
ment require. 

The  school  system  of  the  Empire  State  is 
admitted  by  all  competent  to  judge  to  be 
far  in  advance  of  the  systems  of  most  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union.  This  condition 
of  affairs  is  not  only  due  to  the  extremely 
able  gentlemen  who  control  the  schools,  but 
it  is  also  to  the  credit  of  those  who  actually 
toil  in  the  schools  as  teachers.  The  Cortland 
Normal  School  has  been,  and  is  to-day,  one 
of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  state  for 
keeping  the  ranks  of  the  teaching  army  well 
filled  with  bright,  alert,  and  well  prepared 
men  and  women. 

Dr.  Cheney  is  more  than  keeping  the  work 
of  his  institution  ;ip  to  the  standard.  He  is 
a gentleman,  who  is  himself  a finished  in- 
structor. In  both  the  theory  and  practice  of 
teaching  he  is  a past  master.  He  knows  the 
quality  of  mind  required,  and  is  quick  to  de- 
tect and  encourage  real  ability  in  those  who 
entrust  the  direction  of  their  talents  to  his 
care.  Every  phase  of  the  experiences  which 
his  students  will  encounter  is  known  to  him, 
and  he  has  the  talent  of  impressing  the  em- 
bryo teachers  with  the  importance  of  their 
calling,  and  instilling  into  their  minds  the 

true  ethics  of  the  profession.  In  the  educa- 
16 


tional  circles  of  the  state  and  nation,  Dr. 
Cheney  is  a potent  factor.  Full  of  originality 
and  live  ideas,  he  is  yet  as  conservative  as  a 
man  in  his  position  should  be.  As  a citizen, 
he  is  of  the  broad,  liberal  stamp,  and  a be- 
liever in  every  legitimate  movement  whose 
tendencies  are  toward  the  betterment  of  man- 
kind. 


WILSON  GREENE  is  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  and  stock- 
■ raisers  of  the  town  of  Willet,  this 
county,  who  has  made  a success  of  his  calling, 
and  who  ranks  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens as  one  who  has  made  the  most  of 
his  opportunities.  He  was  born  May  7,  1828, 
on  the  old  Greene  homestead  on  the  Otselic 
River,  and  there  grew  to  a vigorous  and 
healthy  manhood.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  and  followed  the  trade  a few  years, 
and  also  taught  school  for  five  winters.  Then 
for  a few  years  he  was  engaged  as  a salesman 
upon  the  road  for  the  Newell  Matson  jewelry 
house  of  Owego,  N.  Y.  When  his  parents 
died,  he  came  into  his  portion  of  the  inheri- 
tance, and  to  his  share  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  as  his  affairs  prospered,  until  he 
now  owns  about  450  acres  of  land.  On  this 
farm  he  carries  on  his  operations  in  farming 
and  stock-raising.  In  connection  with  this  he 
is  engaged  with  his  son  in  the  produce  busi- 
ness at  Marathon. 

The  Greene  family  has  its  origin  in  Rhode 
Island  from  John  Greene,  one  of  three 
brothers  who  emigrated  from  England  to  the 
United  States.  Elisha  Greene,  a descendant 
of  the  above,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
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lived  there  all  his  life.  His  son,  William 
Greene,  was  born  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I., 
and  removed  to  the  town  of  Willet  late  in 
life,  taking  up  his  residence  with  his  son, 
Benjamin  T.,  who  had  preceded  him.  His 
death  occurred  in  Willet  in  1817. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  T. 
Greene,  was  born  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I., 
in  1782,  and  lived  there  until  1806,  when  he 
removed  to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  lo- 
cated in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna 
River,  where  he  remained  until  1808,  when 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Willet, 
locating  on  the  alluvial  lands  that  border  on 
the  Otselic  River.  This  locality  was  then  a 
comparative  wilderness,  but  the  settlers  and 
pioneers  of  that  early  day  had  a faith  in  the 
country  that  nothing  could  shake,  and  already 
saw  with  prophetic  eyes  the  glorious  future. 
He  was  very  well  satisfied  with  the  selection 
he  had  made,  and  continued  to  live  there  and 
carry  on  farming  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  September,  1853.  He  had  not  been 
long  settled  on  the  farm,  when  he  retured  to 
his  native  state  and  brought  back  with  him 
his  father  and  his  father’s  family,  which  con- 
stituted with  himself  the  following  members  : 
Henry;  John;  Benjamin  T.;  Stephen;  Elisha; 
Thomas;  Joseph;  James;  Isabelle.  Benja- 
min T.  Greene  was  a Democrat  in  his  politi- 
cal affiliations,  and  served  in  nearly  all  the 
offices  of  the  town  of  Willet.  He  married 
Hetty  Wilson,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Wil- 
son, who  was  born  in  1764,  in  Westchester 
County,  this  state,  and  emigrated  to  the  to  wn 
of  Oxford,  Chenango  County,  in  1804. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  moved  over  into  the 
town  of  Willet,  Cortland  County,  and  be- 


came a neighbor  of  Mr.  Greene’s,  his  farm 
also  being  a river  farm.  Mr.  Wilson  was  an 
energetic,  enterprising  settler,  and  it  was  not 
many  years  before  he  was  prominently  known 
as  a successful  business  man.  He  built  a saw 
mill,  a grist  mill,  a potash  factory,  a distillery, 
a store  and  hotel ; by  reason  of  his  position 
at  the  head  of  these  varied  industries  he  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  settlement  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  the  development  of  its  natural  re- 
sources. He  died  August  20,  1839.  Hiswife 
was  Phoebe  Merritt.  His  daughter,  Hetty, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  January 
21,  1786,  and  married  Benjamin  T.  Greene 
October  17,  1817.  The  children  born  of  this 
union  were:  Harriet,  born  August  23,  1818, 

who  is  still  living,  the  widow  of  Peter  Eaton, 
Jr.,  deceased  ; Burrill,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere ; Giles,  late  a large  farmer  of 
Illinois,  was  born  March  13,  1822,  and  died 
January  4 1898,  in  Whiteside  County,  111.,  in 
which  county  he  owned  upwards  of  1,000 
acres  of  land  ; Orville,  born  March  25,  1825, 
died  September  14,  1827  ; and  B.  Wilson,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  born  as  stated  before, 
May  7,  1828. 

Mr.  Greene  has  been  wedded  twice.  On 
the  first  occasion,  August  20,  1854,  he  was 
joined  in  matrimony  with  Fannie  Canfield, 
which  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child, 
who  lived  to  be  about  five  years  old,  dying  in 
1859.  He  married  as  his  second  wife  Rhoda 
M.  Wiles,  and  they  have  three  children, 
namely:  Giles  Maurice,  born  May  9,  1869; 

Belle,  born  September  4,  1 873,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Arthur  Meacham,  January  19,  1S98; 
and  Alice  B.,  born  January  29,  1875.  The 
son,  Giles  Maurice,  married  Blanche  Hazen, 
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and  lives  in  Marathon,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  a wholesale  produce  business,  buying  and 
selling  produce  in  large  quantities.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a sort  of  silent  partner  in  this  business. 
Mr.  Greene,  in  the  many  years  that  he  has 
exercised  his  right  of  suffrage,  had  always 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket  until  it  came  to 
the  contest  of  1892,  when  he  put  in  a vote  for 
Harrison.  In  1896  he  swung  into  line  again, 
and  gave  W.  J.  Bryan  his  support  and  vote. 
He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
politics  of  his  town,  and  has  frequently  been 
sent  as  a delegate  to  Democratic  county  con- 
ventions. He  was  elected  supervisor  of  the 
town  in  1877,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  held  the  position  continuously  until  1893, 
thus  making  a period  of  fifteen  years’  service. 
He  is  very  highly  regarded  wherever  he  is 
known,  and  consequently  has  hosts  of  friends 
all  over  Cortland  County. 


R.  MARCELLUS  L.  HALBERT 
is  the  oldest  practicing  physician 
of  the  town  of  Cincinnatus,  and  as 
such  enjoys  the  patronage  of  a large  client- 
ele. His  professional  ability  is  recognized 
on  all  hands,  and  entitles  him  to  a high  place 
in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow-associates  and 
also  of  the  general  public.  Dr.  Halbert  is  a 
son  of  Lee  and  Savalla  J.  (Smith)  Halbert, 
and  was  born  March  16,  1849,  i*1  the  town  of 
Taylor,  this  county. 

His  great-grandfather,  John  Halbert,  was 
born  in  New  England,  and  lived  the  most  of 
his  life  in  what  is  now  Morris,  Otsego 
County,  whither  he  removed  when  a young 


man.  His  son,  Seth,  was  born  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  brought  to  Otsego  County  with 
the  rest  of  the  family.  When  a young  man, 
just  after  his  marriage,  Seth  Halbert  remov- 
ed to  the  town  of  Taylor,  this  county,  and 
settled  there  when  it  was  a wilderness. 
There  were  no  roads  in  the  section,  and  the 
only  aid  to  the  traveler  on  his  way  were  the 
lines  of  “ blazed  ” trees  through  the  forest. 
Seth  Halbert  lived  in  Taylor  township  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  Religiously  he  was  a 
strong  Baptist.  He  was  twice  united  in 
marriage.  First  to  Sallie  Alden,  and  they 
had  these  children  : Hannah  ; Lee,  the  father 
of  our  subject ; Mary ; Desire ; Sylvester. 
His  second  wife,  Sophia  Holmes,  bore  him 
three  more  children,  namely:  John;  Sallie; 
and  Enos. 

Lee  Halbert  was  born  in  1822,  June  22, 
in  Otsego  County,  and  was  but  a baby  when 
his  father  and  mother  removed  to  what  was 
their  later  home  in  the  town  of  Taylor.  In 
the  latter  town  he  was  reared,  and  there  he 
grew  to  a healthy  manhood.  He  engaged 
in  farming  until  the  Civil  War  broke  out. 
In  September,  1861,  he  became  a member  of 
Co.  A,  76th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was 
killed  at  the  front  August  28,  1862.  He  was 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  was  enthusias- 
tic in  his  support  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  On 
April  26,  1848,  occured  his  nuptials  with  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  a daughter 
of  Marcellus  Smith,  and  a granddaughter  of 
Elias  Smith,  who  died  in  Saratoga  County, 
this  state.  Her  father  was  born  in  that 
county,  and  came  to  the  town  of  Taylor 
after  his  marriage,  and  lived  there  all  his  life 
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engaged  in  the  occupation  of  a farmer.  He 
was  a soldier  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  was 
present  at  the  engagements  with  the  British 
at  Plattsburg  and  Oswego.  He  married 
Wealthy  Allen,  and  their  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  ten  children,  as  follows : Marcel- 
lus  ; Elias  ; Elvira ; Elzina ; Ruby  ; Pruella ; 
Savalla  J.,  the  mother  of  our  subject ; Electa; 
Alexander ; and  Salina. 

Dr.  Marcellus  L.  Halbert  is  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing family  of  children,  born  to  his  par- 
ents: Marcellus  L.;  Elias,  deceased;  Eugene, 
a dealer  in  meats  of  Georgetown,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.;  Cornelia,  deceased  ; Franklin, 
deceased ; Alice  ; and  Julia,  the  wife  of  C.  G. 
Stevens  of  Georgetown.  Dr.  Halbert  was 
educated  in  Cincinnatus  Academy,  and 
studied  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  M.  R. 
Smith.  He  then  pursued  a course  at  a medi- 
cal college  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and,  graduating 
in  1872,  at  once  located  in  Cincinnatus, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  industri- 
ously in  building  up  and  attending  to  the 
demands  of  an  ever-increasing  practice. 
He  has  had  more  than  the  usual  success,  and 
therefore  has  considerable  prestige  over  his 
fellow-practitioners.  He  is  highly  regarded, 
and  is  a very  popular  man  in  all  circles  of 
society. 

August  7,  1889,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Delia  E.  Colegrove,  a daughter  of  Edward 
Colegrove,  and  their  home  has  been  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  three  children:  Rachel,  born 
October  9,  1890;  Victor  M.,  born  May  4, 
1892;  and  Alice  Lee,  born  October  22,  1895. 
Dr.  Halbert  is  a Republican  in  his  political 
preferences,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  his  party,  being  reward- 


ed by  being  honored  with  many  offices 
at  the  hands  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  He 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  at  least  three 
terms,  was  town  clerk  a number  of  terms, 
and  as  coroner  of  the  county  officiated  three 
terms.  Pie  has  represented  his  district  in 
county,  senatorial,  and  congressional  conven- 
tions. Another  office  that  he  held  for  a 
period  approximating  ten  years  was  that  of 
trustee  of  the  Cincinnatus  Academy,  which 
office  was  semi-public  in  its  character.  Dr. 
Halbert  is  a member  of  the  Cortland  County 
Medical  Society,  and  has  served  as  its  vice- 
president.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Association.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  professional  business,  it  remains 
to  say  that  for  the  fifteen  years  past  he  has 
been  the  agent  of  the  Aetna  Fire  Insurance 
Company. 


AMES  ANDRESS,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
the  county,  whose  sole  occupation 
through  life  has  been  that  of  farming,  is  a 
son  of  Ebenezer  and  Valina  (Phelps)  Andress, 
and  was  born  November  16,  1816,  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnatus,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  still  resides. 

Ebenezer  Andress,  the  father,  a native  of 
Vermont,  was  born  in  1771,  and  came  when 
a young  man  to  Chenango  County,  N.  Y., 
later  to  Cortland  County,  where  he  located 
on  the  Otselic  River,  about  two  miles  below 
the  village  in  1808.  He  was  a millwright  by 
trade  and  followed  that  occupation  until  he 
came  to  this  county,  when  he  turned  his  at- 
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tention  to  farming.  He  purchased  a tract  of 
land  in  the  wilderness,  consisting  of  some- 
thing over  ioo  acres,  cleared  it  for  cultiva- 
tion, and  there  reared  his  family.  He  was 
married  to  Valina  Phelps  in  1801,  and  to 
them  were  born  seven  children,  two  boys 
and  five  daughters:  Hiram,  born  October  14, 
1802,  died  June  16,  1845,  a farmer  of  Dela- 
ware County,  Ohio;  Eliza,  born  July  24, 
1805,  died  October  10,  1830,  wife  of  James 
Clark;  Belinda,  born  June  19,  1808,  died 
March  6,  1841  ; Anna,  born  February  1,  1813, 
died  August  5,  1838;  James:  Rebecca,  born 
February  16,  1819,  died  two  days  later  ; and 
one  that  died  in  infancy. 

James  Andress  was  married  in  Novem- 
ber, 1846,  to  Miss  Polly  Mosier,  who  died 
March  7,  1895.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Mary,  born  August  8,  1847;  Mor- 
ris, who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; 
and  Irwin,  born  August  31,  1869.  Onty  one 
child,  Irwin,  survives  her.  The  boj^s  of  Mr. 
Andress’  early  days  did  not  have  the  advan- 
tages for  education  that  are  enjoyed  by  the 
boys  of  this  period.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  and  finally  began  farming  on  his  own 
account,  having  worked  by  the  month  for 
one  year  previous.  For  twenty  years  he  op- 
erated his  father’s  farm,  selling  out  at  the 
end  of  that  time  and  locating  in  the  village 
of  Cincinnatus.  A life  of  enforced  leisure 
was  not  congenial  to  him,  after  a life  of  in- 
dustry, so  in  1862  he  purchased  another 
farm  consisting  of  ninety-five  acres,  and  there 
he  still  resides,  having  cultivated  it  ever  since 
its  purchase.  Politically,  he  has  always  been 

a Democrat,  but  has  not  been  an  office 
16* 


seeker,  as  political  life  holds  no  charm  for 
him.  He  is  a man  who  is  possessed  of  the 
most  excellent  traits  of  character,  whose 
friends  are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the 
county.  He  has  lived  an  unostentatious, 
quiet  life,  but  the  high  reputation  which  he 
has  gained  throughout  the  community,  for 
rectitude  and  upright  dealing,  is  but  tribute 
to  true  worth. 


OHN  P.  ALLEN  of  Marathon  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  a skillful, 
clearsighted  and  well  informed  far- 
mer, who  has  contributed  largely  to  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  his  native  town. 
He  is  a son  of  Prentiss  and  Lydia  (Kinyon) 
Allen,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mara- 
thon, March  26,  1846. 

The  grandfather,  Seymour  Allen,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  died  there.  Prentiss  S. 
Allen  was  born  in  Groton,  Conn.,  November 
8,  1803,  where  he  received  his  early  training. 
He  remained  at  home  until  about  the  )mar 
1827,  when  he  thought  it  best  to  find  a more 
satisfactory  habitation  and  came  to  New 
York  State,  locating  first  at  Pharsalia, 
Chenango  County,  where  he  lived  seven 
years,  laboring  daily  at  the  trade  which  he 
had  mastered  in  his  boyhood  days  in  Con- 
necticut. In  1834  he  moved  to  the  town  of 
Cincinnatus,  thence  to  the  town  of  Willet, 
and  in  1873  to  the  town  of  Marathon,  where 
he  continued  to  reside.  In  his  later  years  he 
abandoned  the  carpenter  trade  and  gave  his 
attention  to  farming,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  at  the  time  of  his  death,  June  7, 
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1887.  He  was  a Democrat,  but  never  an 
office  seeker.  He  was  married  to  Lydia 
Kinyon,  daughter  of  Israel  Kinyon  of  Mc- 
Donough, Chenango  County.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  named  children  : 
Benjamin,  born  March  21,  1833;  Cynthia, 
born  August  6,  1835,  residing  in  Marathon  — 
she  was  twice  married,  first  to  Rensselaer 
Fritts,  last  time  to  Robert  Bach;  Isabel, 
born  June  12,  1842;  and  John  P.,  the  subject 
of  this  biography. 

John  P.  Allen  received  the  advantages 
usually  accorded  farmer  lads,  was  an  attend- 
ant of  the  district  schools,  and  absorbed  a 
great  deal  of  practical  knowledge  as  he 
grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm.  For 
a number  of  years  agriculture  was  his  main 
pursuit,  but  on  March  1,  1877,  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  con- 
ducted at  Texas  Valley,  carrying  a general 
line  of  goods.  He  operated  this  store  for 
ten  years,  having  a large  trade  among  the 
most  desirable  class.  A few  years  prior  to 
this  he  had  purchased  a fine  farm  of  140 
acres  in  the  town  of  Marathon,  and  upon  this 
he  moved  when  he  retired  from  the  mercan- 
tile business.  Mr.  Allen  has  been  married 
three  times:  first  to  Lizzie  McMahon,  March 
10,  1886,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  born 
January  6,  1887  ; his  second  union  was  with 
Addie  E.  Fish,  January  6,  1892,  and  to  them 
was  born  one  daughter,  Ruth  E.,  March  2, 
1893  ; his  present  wife  is  Mrs.  Carrie  Wal- 
rath,  whom  he  married  February  5,  1896. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  has  been  given  one 
child,  J.  Prentiss,  born  August  6,  1897. 

Since  quitting  the  store,  Mr.  Allen  has 
busied  himself  with  his  farm  and  has  con- 


tinued to  improve  it,  until  it  is  second  to 
none  in  the  county,  either  in  the  quality  of 
the  land  or  in  the  buildings  erected  upon  it. 
He  has  the  largest  and  best  appointed  barns 
in  his  section,  and  his  house  is  a model  of 
comfort  and  convenience,  having  been  built 
with  that  particular  object  in  view.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  farm  upon  which  he  is  living,  he 
owns  the  old  Allen  homestead,  the  farm 
upon  which  he  was  born  and  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  which  is  located  in  the  town  of 
Marathon,  about  four  miles  from  the  village. 
It  contains  ninety-seven  acres  of  land,  which 
is  kept  in  the  best  possible  condition.  Mr. 
Allen,  aside  from  the  affection  he  cherishes 
for  the  old  home,  believes  that  to  make  a piece 
of  good  ground  profitable,  care  is  necessary 
in  each  department.  He  is  a man  of  domes- 
tic tastes,  caring  little  for  clubs  or  societies, 
and  finding  his  greatest  enjoyment  at  his  own 
hearthstone.  As  a progressive  and  superior 
agriculturist  of  the  county,  we  place  Mr. 
Allen’s  portrait  on  a preceding  page,  accom- 
panied by  that  of  his  wife,  who  ranks  high  in 
the  esteem  of  her  neighbors. 


EORGE  P.  YAGER,  proprietor  of 

The  Fair,  a general  store  of  Cort- 
land village,  was  born  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  20,  1863.  The  family  name 
is  German  in  its  origin.  He  is  a son  of  Har- 
vey Yager,  who  was  born  in  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.  His  grandfather,  Wilhelmus  Yager, 
who  was  born  in  Germany,  received  a com- 
mon school  education,  and  was  reared  to  fol- 
low agricultural  pursuits,  which  was  his  vo- 
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cation  throughout  his  life.  Most  of  his  bus- 
iness period  was  spent  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  town  of  Verona.  He  was  a 
fervent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His 
political  views  were  those  advanced  by  the 
Whig  party.  He  was  the  father  of  nine  chil- 
dren, six  boys  and  three  girls. 

His  son,  Harvey  Yager,  received  a com- 
mon school  education,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, both  in  Otsego  and  Cortland  Counties, 
during  the  early  part  of  his  life.  In  1866  he 
took  up  the  mercantile  business,  being  located 
in  Cortland  village,  where  he  followed  that 
line  of  employment  until  1870,  when  he  again 
returned  to  his  former  pursuit  in  Cortland- 
ville  township.  This  he  followed  for  a short 
time,  then  retired  from  active  business,  and  is 
now  living  in  Virgil,  N.  Y.  He  married 
Margaret  Purvis,  and  they  reared  two  chil- 
dren, Edwin  M.  and  George  P.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  1887.  He  is  a Republican, 
always  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  party, 
but  has  never  entered  public  life. 

George  P.  Yager,  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  primary  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  tOAvn,  and  completed 
his  course  in  the  Cortland  State  Normal 
School.  He  determined  to  enter  upon  a 
business  career,  and  immediately  upon  leav- 
ing school  he  began  to  clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
store  of  Fish  & Walrad,  in  Cortland.  This 
firm  sold  out  after  he  had  been  with  them 
one  year,  and  he  then  engaged  with  Tanner 
Bros.,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  eight 
years.  Then,  possessing  the  necessary  expe- 
rience and  considerable  means,  he  determined 
to  embark  in  business  for  himself.  A co- 
partnership was  formed  with  John  G.  Mar- 


shall, under  the  firm  name  of  Yager  & Mar- 
shall ; they  launched  their  business  venture 
in  Cortland,  it  being  a general  store  called 
“ The  Fair.”  It  was  not  long  before  they 
became  well  established  and  secured  a nice 
trade.  Their  business  was  so  successful  in 
Cortland  that  they  established  a branch  store 
in  Homer  village.  In  1897,  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Yager  secured  the 
entire  interest  in  both  the  stores,  and  by  effi- 
cient management  is  conducting  a very 
profitable  business. 

Mr.  Yager  was  married  June  11,  1890,  to 
Miss  R.  Mollie  Williamson.  Their  happy 
home  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
child,  George  Leslie.  Our  subject  is  one  of 
Cortland’s  brightest  and  most  energetic  busi- 
ness men.  He  has  been  wonderfully  success- 
ful in  all  his  undertakings,  and  his  ability  has 
secured  for  him  the  commercial  standing  he 
possesses  among  his  fellow-citizens.  He  al- 
ways votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  church  affairs,  being  steward 
and  also  secretary  of  the  Sabbath  School, 
which  offices  he  has  held  for  many  years. 

4-^-4 

/ iLLI AM  L.  BEAN.  It  is  safe  to  say 
that  in  the  whole  of  Cortland  Coun- 
ty there  is  no  one  who  has  succeeded  to  such 
a degree,  or  who  has  evinced  so  much  enter- 
prise and  forceful  energy  in  pursuits  of  an 
agricultural  nature  for  one  of  his  years  as 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  reputation 
as  a first-class  dairyman,  as  an  experienced 
fruit-grower,  and  as  a skilled  grower  of  crops 
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herd  of  choice  cattle  and  have  abundance  of 
milk  the  year  around. 

Mr.  Bean  married  Mary  L.  Russell  of  Mc- 
Grawville,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children  : Nina  A.;  Nellie  E.;  Mer- 
ton R.;  and  Allen  R.  Our  subject  in  his  po- 
litical views  is  a Republican,  and  as  such  has 
held  a number  of  the  minor  offices  of  the 
town.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Grange,  and  is  also  connected  with  the  Mc- 
Grawville  lodge  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Among 
his  fellow-townsmen  he  is  well  regarded,  and 
has  won  the  respect  of  all  sober-minded  citi- 
zens as  a man  of  integrity,  of  action,  and  of 
zeal  for  the  right.  He  believes  thoroughly 
in  a better  condition  for  the  farming  commu- 
nities of  the  land  than  has  been  seen  and  ex- 
perienced in  the  past,  and  believes  still  far- 
ther that  it  rests  with  the  agricultural  class 
itself  to  attain  higher  levels  in  society,  where 
the  farmer  will  be  regarded  as  the  equal  of 
anyone,  whether  professional  man,  merchant, 
or  artisan. 


F^ORWIN  BURGESS,  who  efficiently 
( jp  represents  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.  in 
the  capacity  of  station  agent  at 
Marathon,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  village.  He 
came  into  life  at  Marathon,  February  u, 
1850.  Mr.  Burgess  is  a descendant  of  a good 
old  Connecticut  family.  His  grandparents, 
James  and  Lucy  (Barnes)  Burgess,  came  into 
Cortland  County  from  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  in  1817.  The  grandfather  was  a man 
of  great  resources,  and  a skilled  worker  in 


wood,  being  especially  proficient  as  a carpen- 
ter and  joiner,  and  in  the  art  of  making 
wagons.  When  he  came  into  Central  New 
York,  the  region  was  to  the  people  of 
“ yankee  land”  the  far  West.  To  the  hardy 
pioneers  a man  of  Mr.  Burgess’  attainments 
was  excedingly  valuable,  and  he  found  plenti- 
ful and  remunerative  employment  all  the 
days  of  his  life  in  the  lines  with  which  he 
was  so  familiar.  As  an  extremely  careful 
and  reliable  workman,  he  enjoyed  a wide 
reputation.  Among  the  followers  of  his 
trade  he  was  the  first  in  this  section  to  use 
the  “square  rule,”  all  of  the  other  carpenters 
clinging  to  the  old-fashioned  “scribe  rule.” 
He  died  in  1848.  A coincidence  that  is 
worthy  of  mention  happened  in  his  life. 
The  pastor,  who  officiated  at  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Lucy  Barnes,  was  the  father  of 
that  renowned  preacher,  Henry  Ward 
Beecher.  On  April  4,  1813,  two  babes  were 
born  in  the  village  of  Litchfield,  Conn.  One 
was  to  the  pastor,  the  other  to  Mr.  Burgess. 
The  first  grew  to  manhood,  and  became  the 
noted  divine;  the  other  was  Moreau  D.  Bur- 
gess, father  of  the  subject  of  this  history. 

Moreau  D.  Burgess  was  four  years  of  age 
when  his  father  came  to  Marathon,  and  this 
village  has  been  his  home  ever  since.  He 
naturally  learned  carpentry  and  wood-work- 
ing from  his  father,  and  later  learned  to  be  a 
skillful  millwright.  These  occupations  he 
pursued  all  his  active  days.  He  was  origin- 
ally a Whig;  later  on,  he  became  convinced 
that  the  principles  of  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
more  nearly  right,  and  so  became  a Demo- 
crat of  that  school.  He  was  always  a hard- 
working and  a prosperous  gentleman.  Pos- 
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sessing  a great  fund  of  information  and  sterl- 
ing good  sense,  his  influence  was  ever  felt  in 
many  ways.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Jane 
Church,  whose  father,  William  Church,  was 
one  of  the  old  respected  citizens  of  Marathon. 
Mr.  Burgess  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  two  children  : Duane,  a prosperous  and 
popular  cattle-dealer  of  Marathon,  whose 
sketch  is  contained  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
and  Corwin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Corwin  Burgess  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
the  schools  of  Marathon.  On  the  5th  of  July, 
at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  became  an  employee 
of  the  S.  B.  & N.  Y.  R.  R.,  taking  a place  as 
helper  in  the  depot.  Step  by  step,  he  work- 
ed his  way  upward,  becoming  perfectly  fa- 
miliar with  the  many  intricate  details  of  the 
office,  and  of  the  railway  business,  until  to- 
day he  is  the  trusted  agent  for  the  Lacka- 
wanna  line,  which  controls  the  S.  B.  & N.  Y. 
R.  R.  He  also  has  charge  of  their  coal  in- 
terests at  Marathon;  is  agent  for  the  U.  S. 
Express  Co.;  and  manager  of  the  local  West- 
ern Union  Telegraph  office.  He  has  follow- 
ed out  the  principles  of  his  father  in  politics, 
and  is  a pronounced  Jeffersonian  Democrat. 
He  ably  served  as  postmaster  at  Marathon, 
during  President  Cleveland’s  first  term,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  stanchest  and  most  powerful 
men  of  his  party  in  this  section.  It  was 
through  his  efforts  that  the  post-office  was 
advanced  from  the  fourth  class  to  a “ presi- 
dential ” office.  Mr.  Burgess  is  a prominent 
and  active  member  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
and  is  a strong  factor  in  the  social  life  of 
Marathon.  He  wedded  Hattie  A.  Rogers,  a 
daughter  of  Moses  Rogers,  but  no  children 
have  been  born  to  them. 


For  a man,  whose  life  has  been  as  busy  as 
his,  Mr.  Burgess  has  done  much  out  of  his 
regular  duties.  It  is  a matter  of  general 
knowledge  that  in  his  official  capacities  he 
has  ever  been  all  that  the  public  could  desire. 
By  the  corporations,  which  he  represents,  he 
is  trusted  implicitly.  To  the  general  public, 
who  have  business  to  transact,  he  is  courte- 
ous and  obliging.  On  the  social  side  of  his 
nature,  he  possesses  all  those  attributes 
which  make  and  hold  the  friendship  of  all 
who  come  within  their  range. 

1 > 1 

§ LEROY  GILLET.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  not  only  well  and  favorably 
• known  in  his  own  locality  as  a first- 
class  agriculturist,  but  also  in  adjoining 
counties,  is  one  of  Cortland  County’s  oldest, 
most  active  and  most  respected  farmers. 
He  was  born  on  the  farm  he  now  owns,  and 
upon  which  he  lives,  April  15,  1822,  and  is 
therefore  over  seventy-six  years  old  at  this 
writing  ( 1898).  His  activity  and  the  interest 
he  evinces  in  all  the  town  affairs  come  little 
short  of  being  wonderful.  He  is  a son  of 
Nathan  and  Lucinda  (Horton)  Gillet,  and 
grandson  of  Nathaniel  Gillet,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  passed  his  days  in  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  son  Nathan  was 
born. 

Nathan  Gillet  grew  to  manhood  in  Colum- 
bia County,  married  there,  and  in  1814  came 
to  Cortland  County,  and  bought  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Calvert,  the  property  consisting  of  fifty 
acres  of  forest  land,  which  was  all  heavily 
wooded  except  a little  clearing,  in  the  center 
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of  which  was  a log  cabin.  Taking  possession 
of  the  cabin  until  he  was  able  to  provide 
more  substantial  shelter,  he  set  to  work  to 
clear  and  render  arable  the  land  on  which 
the  virgin  forests  stood.  It  was  not  long  ere 
he  had  added  eighty  acres  more  to  his  origi- 
nal purchase,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to 
procure  sawed  lumber,  he  built  himself  a frame 
house.  Farming  and  clearing  the  land  did 
not  limit  his  activities.  At  this  time  it  was 
discovered  that  there  were  large  deposits  of 
marl  throughout  Central  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Gillet  found  that  he  was  fortunate  in  having 
ownership  over  a small  lake,  in  which  he 
found  marl  to  be  present  in  no  small  quanti- 
ties. Realizing  the  importance  of  the  in- 
dustry, he  employed  several  men  to  give  him 
the  requisite  aid,  and  set  to  work  to  remove 
the  marl  from  the  bed  of  the  lake,  burn  it  in 
a lime-kiln  he  had  caused  to  be  constructed, 
and  transport  it  by  teams  by  way  of  Newark 
Valley  to  Owego,  where  it  was  sold  on  the 
market.  On  the  north  side  of  this  little  body 
of  water,  from  which  so  much  mineral  wealth 
had  been  drawn,  was  a fine  growth  of  maple 
trees  and  other  valuable  species.  This  grove 
he  saved  from  desecration  by  the  woodman’s 
axe,  and  this  spot  became  a favorite  locality 
for  picnics,  for  he  carefully  kept  the  under- 
brush trimmed  and  out  of  the  way,  ancl- 
never  allowed  a single  tree  to  be  cut  down. 
He  died  at  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  while  his 
wife  lived  to  be  fifty-nine.  Their  children 
were:  Orlando  A.;  Asenath  H.;  Adelia ; 
Amanda  M.;  J.  Leroy ; Fayette ; Albertus.; 
and  Lucian,  who  makes  his  home  with  our 
subject.  Nathan  Gillet  was  originally  a Jack- 
sonian Democrat,  but  latterly  became  a Whig. 


He  served  as  poormaster,  and  held  other  of 
the  town  offices ; he  was  on  a number  of  oc- 
casions sent  as  a delegate  from  his  district  to 
the  county  convention.  As  a Mason,  he  took 
many  of  the  degrees,  and  always  made  it  a 
point  to  attend  the  yearly  meetings  of  the 
grand  lodge,  of  which  he  is  an  honored 
member. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  during  his  boyhood 
years  willingly  gave  his  labor  and  time  to  his 
father  in  assisting  in  the  farm  work  and  in 
making  lime.  After  his  parents’  deaths,  he 
bought  the  homestead  from  the  other  heirs, 
and  in  all  these  succeeding  years  has  taken 
every  opportunity  of  improving  and  beauti- 
fying the  surroundings.  He  keeps  a choice 
dairy  of  milch  cows,  and  also  gives  some 
little  time  and  attention  to  the  raising  of 
sheep.  In  short,  his  farming  is  diversified  in 
its  character,  and  follows  the  most  practical 
and  sensible  lines.  He  is  acknowledged  to 
own  one  of  the  choicest  farms  in  the  county. 
He  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  lime  some 
ten  years,  but  now  has  completely  discontin- 
ued work  in  that  direction.  He  has  respected 
his  father’s  wishes  in  the  matter  of  keeping 
the  grove  in  first-class  condition.  The  place 
became  so  popular  a location  for  picnics  and 
summer  outings,  that  in  1894  he  was  induced 
to  build  a small  summer  cottage  for  rent,  and 
to  supply  the  demand  he  has  kept  on  adding 
until  there  are  now  six  cottages,  each  furn- 
ished with  awnings.  He  has  made  improve- 
ments on  similar  lines  in  other  quarters  of  the 
grove,  putting  up  an  eating  pavilion,  swings, 
seats,  etc.  He  has  built  a dock  in  the  lake, 
and  has  some  fine  boats,  which  are  much 
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used  by  those  followers  of  Izaak  Walton, 
whose  particular  pastime  is  catching  fish,  that 
plentifully  stock  the  little  lake.  This  grove, 
whose  development  into  a popular  summer 
resort  has  been  so  natural  and  unrestrained, 
has  been  named,  the  name  appearing  on  the 
sign,  surmounting  the  large  entrance,  “ Ely- 
sium Park,”  signifying  a delightful  place. 
The  grove  overlooks  the  lake,  while  in  the 
background  on  the  farther  shore  is  the  line  of 
railway  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R. 

Mr.  Gillet  married  Rhoda  P.  Rood,  daugh- 
ter of  Ezra  and  Demaris  (Porter)  Rood  of 
South  Cortland,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  them,  as  follows:  Edward  Leroy, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven;  Lewellyn,  a 
mechanic  of  Cortland ; and  Mary  L.,  who 
married  D.  L.  Beardsley,  and  resides  with 
our  subject.  Mrs.  Gillet  died  March  5,  1867. 
Mr.  Gillet  formed  a second  matrimonial  alli- 
ance, uniting  with  Melinda  Beardsley,  daugh- 
ter of  John  N.  Beardsley  of  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.;  no  children  have  blessed  this 
union.  Mr.  Gillet  is  a Prohibitionist  in  his 
politics,  and  a Baptist  in  respect  to  his  relig- 
ious views  and  membership.  He  is  a great 
temperance  worker,  and  is  much  esteemed 
among  his  fellow-townsmen.  His  portrait  in 
connection  with  this  sketch  appears  on  an- 
other page  of  this  work. 


AVID  WHITE,  a well-to-do  farmer 
of  Cincinnatus  township,  is  a son  of 
David  and  Tamor  (Waters)  White, 
and  was  born  April  9,  1817,  in  the  town  of 
Willet,  this  county. 


David  White,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  West- 
chester County,  N.  Y.,  but  removed  at  an 
early  day  to  what  is  now  the  town  of  Willet, 
afterwards  moving  to  Cincinnatus,  where  he 
lived  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  became  a 
very  prosperous  farmer,  owning  at  the  time 
of  his  death  230  acres  of  land.  He  was  a 
farmer  all  his  life,  his  success  attesting  to  the 
superiority  of  his  methods  and  his  indefat- 
igable industry. 

David  White,  the  subject  of  this  biogra- 
phy, was  educated  in  the  schools  common  to 
that  time,  having  very  poor  opportunities  for 
securing  an  education.  He  had  to  go  two 
miles  to  reach  the  building  in  which  the 
school  was  kept.  If  the  young  people  of  to- 
day, with  all  their  advantages,  could  see  the 
inside  of  one  of  those  primitive  schools,  and 
know  the  methods  used  by  those  early 
teachers,  they  might  well  wonder  at  the  in- 
telligence and  ability  displayed  by  the  pre- 
ceding generations.  Their  knowledge  con- 
sisted not  so  much  probably  in  “ book 
learning,”  as  in  a sturdy  self-reliance,  shrewd 
business  instinct,  and  an  ability  to  battle 
with  the  world  and  overcome  its  obstacles. 
Mr.  White  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm, 
which  he  still  occupies.  He  has  made  agri- 
culture his  life  work,  and  has  added  to  the 
original  farm  until  he  now  owns  450  acres  of 
good  farm  land,  and  is  one  of  the  wealthy, 
influential  men  of  the  county. 

Mr.  White  married  Sarah  Briggs,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Briggs.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  John,  Jane,  James,  and  an 
infant.  Of  these  children  James  alone  is 
living.  Mrs.  White  was  called  to  her  reward, 
September  7,  1891,  leaving  a wide  circle  of 
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friends,  who  deeply  deplored  her  death. 
Mr.  White  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a conscientious 
Christian  gentleman  and  prominent  citizen 
of  Cortland  County. 


M LBERT  J.  WARFIELD,  a representa- 
JLi  tive  citizen  of  Cortland,  and  a 

member  of  the  firm  of  Beers  & Warfield, 
general  contractors,  builders,  and  dealers  in 
mason’s  supplies,  cement,  brick,  tile,  chimney 
caps,  etc.,  is  a son  of  Thurber  and  Rhoda 
(Little)  Warfield,  and  was  born  March  27, 
1855. 

The  name  is  English.  The  grandfather, 
Joshua  Warfield,  was  born  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  near  Springfield,  whence  he 
moved  to  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  fol- 
lowed farming,  retiring,  however,  several 
years  before  his  death.  He  was  a Repub- 
lican and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a deacon  for  many 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  old  militia. 
Seven  children,  four  boys  and  three  girls, 
comprised  his  family. 

Thurber  Warfield,  a retired  farmer  of 
Cortland,  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  near  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  Tompkins  County.  There  he 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  with  his  father 
for  a time.  He  came  to  Cortlandville  town- 
ship, this  county,  about  forty  years  ago,  and 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  farm  upon  which 
he  now  resides.  He  was  shrewd,  self-reliant, 
and  very  successful  in  all  his  business  ven-  I 


tures,  thus  enabling  him  to  secure  a sufficient 
competency  that  placed  him  in  a position  to 
give  up  the  more  arduous  duties  of  life,  and 
enjoy  a peaceful,  quiet  existence  during  the 
declining  years  of  his  career.  He  married 
Rhoda  Little,  and  their  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  children:  H.  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  George  Calkens;  and  Elbert  J.  Mrs. 
Warfield  was  a good  wife  and  mother,  and 
her  death  was  a sad  bereavement  to  the  fam- 
ily. She  entered  into  eternal  rest  July  12, 
1874. 

Elbert  J.  Warfield  received  a common 
school  education,  which  included  one  year 
at  the  State  Normal  School  in  Cortland  vil- 
lage. At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  the  farm 
to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  butter  and 
cheese,  which  business  he  followed  for  three 
years.  As  he  always  had  a desire  to  see 
something  of  the  great  western  country,  he 
then  went  to  Kansas,  and  there  engaged  in 
farming  for  a short  time,  raising  broom  corn 
and  manufacturing  brooms.  He  next  went 
to  Northern  Nebraska,  from  there  to  St. 
Paul  and  Stillwater,  Minn.,  at  the  latter 
place  taking  up  the  mason  trade,  which  he 
followed  in  the  summer  time,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  in  the  pine  woods  for 
winter  work.  He  returned  to  New  York  in 
1882  and  settled  at  Cortland,  where  he  still 
pursued  his  vocation.  He  was  married  Oc- 
tober 3,  1883,  to  Miss  Eva  F.  Townley,  and 
they  have  a family  of  children,  as  follows: 
Louise  M.;  Claude  T.;  and  Mildred  I. 

About  this  time  he  took  a partner  in  his  busi- 
ness, D.  C.  Beers,  and  under  the  firm  name 
of  Beers  & Warfield  they  have  been  doing  a 
large  business  in  masonry  construction,  con- 
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tracting  and  building.  Our  subject  is  a first- 
class  workman.  He  is  known  as  a conscien- 
tious, honorable  man.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
Republican,  and  has  served  as  trustee  for 
Cortland  village  for  four  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  also  Vesta 
Lodge,  No.  255,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is 
past  grand.  The  Cortland  volunteer  fire 
department  includes  him  among  its  mem- 
bers. 


'ENRY  FIELD,  M.  D.,  is  a young 
man  who  has  built  up  a large  prac- 
tice in  the  short  time  that  he  has 
resided  in  Marathon,  and  promises  to  be  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  physi- 
cians of  his  time.  He  is  a son  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Haylor)  Field,  and  is  a native  of 
Betchworth,  Surrey  County,  England,  where 
he  was  born  April  21,  1866.  When  he  Avas 
twenty-one  years  old  he  left  his  native  soil 
for  the  shores  of  America,  where  some  of  his 
relatives  were  already  located,  although  his 
immediate  family  was  left  behind  in  the 
mother  country.  Arriving  in  the  United 
States,  he  at  once  secured  a position  as  book- 
keeper with  an  uncle  residing  in  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  his  new  office  ; later  he  was  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building  in  the  same  county, 
and  in  this  way  did  he  secure  the  means  that 
enabled  him  to  attend  the  various  schools  of 
which  he  has  been  a student.  He  had  a good 
liberal  education,  acquired  in  England,  but 
his  ambition  was  to  become  a physician  who 
would  be  an  honor  to  the  profession,  and  to 


this  end  he  has  applied  himself  with  an  ardor 
that  has  been  followed  by  very  flattering 
results.  He  first  took  a course  in  the  acad- 
emy at  Cazenovia,  this  state,  and  from  there 
went  to  the  Potsdam  Normal  School.  He 
then  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Miles  Long- 
shore of  Cold  Brook,  Herkimer  County, 
where  he  remained  until  1893,  when  he 
entered  the  Albany  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1896.  While 
engaged  in  study,  he  had  also  assisted  his 
preceptor  in  that  gentleman’s  professional 
work,  and  had  gained  a good  practical,  as 
well  as  theoretical,  knowledge  of  medicine ; 
in  addition  to  this  he  was  engaged  in  hos- 
pital work  for  a time,  and  Avas  thus  enabled 
to  begin  his  professional  career  with  the 
assurance  and  confidence  that  is  gained  by 
experience  alone.  He  came  to  the  village  of 
Marathon,  opened  an  office,  and  by  his  pleas- 
ant and  courteous  bearing  at  once  won  the 
good  will  of  the  citizens,  Avhile  his  close 
application  to  his  profession,  the  painstaking 
care  he  exercises  in  the  charges  that  have 
fallen  to  his  share,  and  above  all,  the  wonder- 
ful success  that  has  attended  his  ministra- 
tions, have  won  him  the  confidence  of  the 
entire  community.  The  marvelous  rapidity 
Avith  which  he  has  built  up  his  present  prac- 
tice is  almost  incredible  to  one  unacquainted 
with  the  doctor’s  push  and  energy.  Almost 
his  entire  time,  not  given  to  his  practice,  is 
devoted  to  study,  and  his  admirers  are  satis- 
fied that  he  will  yet  win  a name  that  will 
rank  high  in  the  world  of  science ; even  the 
ieAv  that  are  slow  to  take  up  with  any  neAv 
thing,  no  matter  Iioav  meritorious,  concede 
that  his  success  is  something  Avonderful. 


352 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


Dr.  Field  has  chosen  as  his  partner 
through  life  Emma  L.  Theobald,  daughter  of 
William  Theobald  of  Annsville,  Oneida 
County,  this  state,  to  whom  he  was  married 
November  27,  1889.  One  child  has  blessed 
their  home,  Henry,  a bright  child,  who  is 
the  idol  of  his  parents.  Dr.  Field  and  his 
wife  are  communicants  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  they  are  regular  attend- 
ants, and  of  which  he  is  a trustee.  He  is 
also  a member  of  Marathon  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F. 


7^\H ARLES  S.  ALLEN,  a prosperous 
1 jl  miller  of  Cortland  County,  operating 
the  Little  York  Mills,  was  born 
December  2,  1854,  in  Cayuga  County,  this 
state,  and  is  a son  of  Ethan  and  Marietta 
( Schenck ) Allen.  The  Allens  are  of  English 
descent  and  settled  in  New  England  during 
the  early  colonial  times.  Gideon  Allen,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  born  Oc- 
tober 30,  1746,  and  died  March  12,  1841,  was 
a relative  and  contemporary  of  Col.  Ethan 
Allen  of  Revolutionary  fame.  He  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  moving  to  Cayuga 
County  in  1792,  where  he  took  up  a farm, 
upon  which  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Upon  this  homestead,  which  has  never 
been  owned  by  any  but  the  Allen  family,  four 
generations  of  Allens  have  lived.  From  un- 
broken timber  land  it  has  been  transformed 
into  a farm  of  finest  quality,  and  has  passed 
from  father  to  son  until  the  present  time  it  is 
in  possession  of  Ethan  Allen,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  who  still  resides  there. 


Zimri  Allen,  born  February  17,  1787, 

grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a soldier  of 
the  War  of  1812  and  spent  his  life  on  the 
farm,  dying  in  1869  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  He  was  a Democrat,  the  only  one  of 
the  family  of  that  political  faith.  He  married 
Abigail  St.  John,  and  had  a family  of  two 
daughters,  both  now  deceased,  and  four  sons 
who  survive  him. 

Ethan  Allen  was  born  on  the  homestead, 
May  21,  1828,  and  has  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  there.  He  learned  the  carpenter 
trade  and  worked  at  it  four  years,  when  he 
again  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He 
married  Marietta  Schenck,  a daughter  of 
Jacob  Schenck,  of  German  origin  and  a resi- 
dent of  Springport,  Cayuga  County.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children  : 
Charles  S.;  Emily,  the  wife  of  Edward  Chase 
of  Auburn,  N.  Y.;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of 
George  King,  who  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead. He  is  a strong  Republican,  and  in  his 
religion  is  a Universalist,  of  which  church  he 
is  a trustee. 

Charles  S.  Allen  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  place,  and  reared 
to  manhood  upon  the  farm.  When  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  worked 
as  a farm-hand  for  a )Tear.  He  then  married 
and  engaged  in  farming  for  himself  for  a 
period  of  five  years.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Laura  A.  Grover  of  Fleming, 
Cayuga  County.  This  wedding  was  cele- 
brated in  1879.  Their  children  are:  Lena, 
Georgia,  Grover,  Florence,  Roy,  Eva,  and  an 
infant  not  named.  In  1884  Mr.  Allen  went  to 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a 
miller.  He  staid  at  that  place  until  1890, 
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when  he  came  to  Little  York,  bought  and 
operated  the  mills  since  known  as  the  “ Little 
York  Mills.”  He  also  deals  in  feed,  and  has 
built  up  a large,  lucrative  business.  He  is  a 
strong  Republican. 


§AMES  K.  GREENWOOD,  proprietor 
of  the  farm  known  as  Over  Look  on 
McGrawville  Hill  in  the  town  of 
Cortlandville,  was  born  near  the  site  of  his 
present  residence,  September  14,  1832.  He 
is  a son  ot  Isaac  K.  and  Laura  (Phillip) 
Greenwood. 

Mr.  Greenwood’s  grandfather,  Simon, 
came  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  to 
the  town  of  Solon  about  -1808,  and  took  up  a 
farm  of  new  land,  which  he  cleared  and 
farmed  until  he  retired  from  active  labor  to 
live  with  his  son,  our  subject’s  father ; the 
property  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Peck.  He 
was  born  in  1775,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty.  He  married  Rebecca  Kinney,  who 
was  born  in  1766,  and  lived  to  the  extreme 
old  age  of  ninety-six  -years.  She  was  strong 
and  vigorous,  and  was  a good  walker  even 
to  the  last.  Their  children  were  ten  in  num- 
ber, of  whom  the  following  grew  to  matur-- 
ity:  Isaac  K.;  William;  Rebecca;  Harrison; 
and  Simon. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1826.  When  he  grew  to  manhood  he  settled 
in  the  town  of  Solon  and  farmed  two  years, 
then  moved  to  Cortlandville,  and  purchased 

the  present  farm  of  our  subject,  of  which 
u 


but  ten  acres  were  cleared,  the  only  other 
improvement  being  a log  house.  He  was  a 
man  of  enterprise  and  with  a clear  view  for 
the  future  he  began  the  clearing  and  improv- 
ing of  his  estate,  adding  more  and  more  to 
his  possession,  until  he  came  to  own  150 
acres  of  excellent  farming  land.  In  1835  he 
built  the  present  house  and  barns.  Much  of 
his  money  was  made  by  cutting  and  drawing 
wood  to  Cortland,  selling  the  product  to  the 
railroad  and  to  families  for  domestic  use. 
He  also  helped  to  build  several  boats,  which 
were  utilized  as  transports  for  the  carrying 
of  produce  to  market  down  the  river.  He 
realized,  as  few  pioneer  settlers  did,  the 
value  of  having  groves  of  trees  about  the 
farm  as  much  for  the  appearance  as  for  their 
utility  as  wind-breaks,  and  as  a means  of 
affording  grateful  shade  to  man  and  beast. 
He  accordingly  set  out  many  maples  and 
pines  about  the  farm,  and  they  are  to-day 
monuments  of  his  thoughtfulness,  and  are 
appreciated  to  their  full  extent.  He  also  set 
out  fruit  orchards.  He  was  a very  hard 
worker,  and  accumulated  a nice  property, 
the  benefits  of  which  he  enjoyed  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  wife, 
who  was  a daughter  of  David  Phillip,  an 
early  settler  of  Solon,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty  also.  Their  children  were : Betsey 
B.,  who  makes  her  home  with  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ; Lucy,  who  died  in  childhood  ; 
James  K.;  Rhoda,  whose  decease  occurred 
when  past  middle  life ; and  Irving,  who  lives 
in  Iowa.  Mr.  Greenwood  was  a Whig  and 
later  a Republican,  and  served  his  town  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  highways.  He 
was  a noble  Christian  gentleman,  and  the 
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Baptist  Church  had  in  him  an  earnest,  con- 
scientious member  and  worker. 

James  K.  Greenwood  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  Homer  Academy  until  his  eyes 
proved  unequal  to  the  task  laid  upon  them, 
and  forced  him  to  leave  off  close  study.  He 
returned  home,  and  after  working  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  several  years  took  up  his 
residence  on  the  homestead  with  the  old 
folks,  and  took  upon  himself  to  give  them 
the  care  they  needed  in  their  declining 
years,  and  to  manage  the  farm.  At  their 
death  he  was  left  the  estate,  which  has 
undergone  continued  improvement  at  his 
hands.  He  sold  twenty  acres  of  the  farm  to 
his  son,  and  on  the  tract  still  remaining 
keeps  twenty-seven  head  of  cows.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  tendencies,  and 
served  nine  years  as  commissioner  of  high- 
ways, while  for  a period  of  fourteen  years 
he  discharged  his  duties  as  assessor  of  the 
town  with  satisfaction  to  all,  of  whatever 
party  or  class  in  the  community.  He  is  a 
Good  Templar,  and  a member  of  the  Pa- 
trons of  Husbandry,  serving  in  the  local 
organization  of  the  latter  society  for  three 
years  as  master. 

Mr.  Greenwood  married  Rosalia  Thomp- 
son, daughter  of  Samuel  Thompson.  Her 
death  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  left  one  child, 
Rev.  Carter  J.,  who  is  a Baptist  minister  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.  This  son  married  Minnie 
Coon,  and  has  gathered  about  him  a family 
of  three  children:  Harry,  Florence,  and 
Margaret.  Our  subject,  when  once  more  he 
entered  the  matrimonial  state,  joined  himself 
with  Emma  F.  Wire,  daughter  of  Cyrus 
Wire,  who  was  a farmer  of  this  county, 


coming  here  from  Goshen,  Conn.,  and  dying 
here  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  By  this  second 
union  one  child,  also,  was  born : Lynn  C., 
who  is  following  agricultural  pursuits  on  an 
adjoining  farm.  Lynn  C.  Greenwood  mar- 
ried Julia  Mabury,  and  has  one  son,  George 
D.  Mrs.  Greenwood  died  January  1 6,  1898. 

Our  subject  has  ever  identified  himself 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  county,  and 
holds  a prominent  position  as  a very  success- 
ful agriculturist ; his  portrait  is  published  on 
another  page  of  this  work. 


^rrypvRS.  Helen  m.  Fairchild  (nee 

1=  I =r  PLUMB ),  widow  of  the  late 
H 'LL5  y , James  B.  Fairchild,  is  one  of  the 
most  estimable  ladies  of  the  village  of  Cort- 
land, and  is  respected  and  honored  not  only 
because  her  husband  was  in  his  lifetime  one 
of  the  most  popular,  public-spirited,  and  up- 
right citizens  of  the  county,  but  also  by 
reason  of  her  own  sterling  qualities  of  true 
womanhood. 

Mrs.  Fairchild  comes  of  a good  family, 
whose  members  were  able,  patriotic  men  and 
women,  ready  to  serve  their  country  in  what- 
ever way  was  pointed  out  to  them.  Her 
father,  Hon.  Samuel  Plumb,  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  September  17,  1796,  and 
very  early  in  life  was  apprenticed  to  a 
shoemaker.  His  father  having  moved  to 
Pitcher,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  Samuel 
followed,  and  settled  there,  in  which  town  he 
not  only  carried  on  his  shoe-making  trade,  but 
also  opened  a shoe  store,  and  manufactured 
rope,  cords,  fish-lines,  etc.  Later  he  carried 
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on  a mercantile  business.  Diligent  in  habits, 
and  taught  to  value  time,  he  rose  to  eminence 
and  comfortable  circumstances  in  the  com- 
munity. He  was  a great  reader,  and  became 
one  of  the  best  read  men  in  the  county,  and 
because  of  his  wide  and  varied  knowledge 
was  often  called  upon  as  an  advocate  in  law 
cases.  Although  firm  and  unyielding  in  his 
principles,  he  invariably  bore  himself  with 
such  manly  dignity  in  their  advocacy  as  to 
secure  and  maintain  in  his  favor  the  highest 
personal  respect  and  regard  of  opponents  as 
well  as  friends.  In  business,  in  social  life,  in 
politics,  and  even  in  fierce  political  cam- 
paigns he  never  forgot  the  rules  of  dignified 
decorum.  He  held  the  office  of  postmaster 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  his  service  being 
terminated  at  last  by  his  own  request  in  the 
form  of  a resignation.  He  was  repeatedly 
elected  supervisor,  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
school  commissioner.  In  the  campaign  of 
1840,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  House  of 
Representatives,  and  that  body  honored  him 
by  making  him  its  chairman.  His  views  on 
the  temperance  question  were  very  pro- 
nounced for  his  day,  and  this  fact  alone  made 
him  a person  of  some  note.  When  he  retired 
from  business,  he  removed  to  Homer,  Cort- 
land County,  and  devoted  his  remaining 
years  to  enjoying  life’s  sunset  hours,  and  to 
educating  his  children.  He  joined  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  1830,  but  when  he  became 
a resident  of  Homer  he  united  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  His  death  took  place 
in  Homer,  December  16,  1878.  In  1826,  he 
joined  his  fortunes  in  holy  wedlock  with 
those  of  Mary  Ann  Coley,  who  lived  to  be 
eighty-four  years  old,  surviving  him  a num- 


ber of  years,  and  dying  October  19,  1890. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Col.  William  Coley, 
who  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under 
Gen.  Nathaniel  Green.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Samuel  Plumb  and  his 
wife:  Helen  M.,  our  subject ; Frances;  Har- 
riet; Emily;  Delia;  Mary  E.;  and  Wells  F. 

James  B.  Fairchild,  whose  wife  Helen  M. 
Plumb  became,  was  born  at  Delphi,  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  August  19,  1828,  and 
was  a son  of  Isaac  and  Mercy  ( Penoyer ) 
Fairchild.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Cortland  County,  and  finished  his  education 
by  taking  a course  in  the  old  Cortland  Acad- 
emy. He  assisted  his  father  in  the  hotel  his 
parent  had  just  opened  in  Cortland,  the  old 
Eagle  Hotel,  where  the  Messenger  House  is 
now,  and  afterwards  conducted  the  hotel  in 
Tully.  Later  he  ran  a livery  stable  in  con- 
nection with  the  Eagle  Hotel,  and  still  later 
he  became  proprietor  of  the  Central  Hotel, 
now  known  as  the  Kremlin.  He  then  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.  for  a 
number  of  years  as  that  road’s  freight  agent 
at  Cortland.  He  continued  to  hold  that  posi- 
tion until  he  became  a traveling  salesman,  in 
which  capacity  he  remained  for  the  twenty 
years  previous  to  his  death,  during  which 
time  he  made  many  friends  outside  of  his 
home  town.  He  was  a favorite  with  all 
classes,  and  much  of  his  value  as  a commer- 
cial traveler  came  from  his  ability  of  making 
and  keeping  friends.  Every  acquaintance 
was  to  him  a friend,  and  could  count  on  Mr. 
Fairchild’s  hearty  sympathy,  if  he  happened 
to  be  distressed  with  some  grievous  trouble. 
He  never  wittingly  made  an  enemy,  for  he 
believed  life  was  too  short  and  too  well  worth 
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the  living  to  embitter  it  with  feuds  or  quar- 
rels. Genial,  whole-souled,  and  cheerful 
under  every  circumstance,  he  was  an  ideal 
“ drummer,”  and  a general  source  of  enjoy- 
ment wherever  he  went.  A short  illness, 
that  did  not  at  first  appear  serious,  terminated 
in  his  death  June  11,  1890.  He  was  provi- 
dent and  loved  his  family,  and  his  death  left 
them  in  comfortable  circumstances  in  the 
home  he  had  built  in  Cortland.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  he  was  a Democrat,  and  steadfastly 
supported  the  measures  and  men  of  his  party 
through  victory  and  defeat.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  stood  high 
as  a citizen,  whose  thoughts  are  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  town  where  he  resides. 
His  children  were:  Alice  Cornelia;  Mary 
Louise  ; Katie  Q.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years;  and  James. 


'ARLOW  E.  UNDERWOOD,  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  reputable  citi- 
zens and  agriculturists  of  Scott 
township,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  is  a son  of 
Chester  and  Betsey  (Tuttle)  Underwood,  and 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Smyrna,  Chenango 
County,  this  state,  August  18,  1823.  The 
Underwood  family  is  of  English  stock,  the 
American  branch  of  it  being  founded  by 
Aquilla  Underwood,  who  left  England  and 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  settling  in  Massachu- 
setts in  the  early  colonial  days. 

William  Underwood,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  of  Massachusetts,  where 
he  was  born  in  1827.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation.  He  married  a Miss  Orton  and 


reared  a family  of  eleven  children.  At  the 
age  of  seventy -seven,  in  1804,  his  death  oc- 
curred in  Connecticut,  whither  he  had  re- 
moved. 

Chester  Underwood,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Durham,  Mass.,  October  15,  1784, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  On  the  14th  of 
October,  1812,  he  was  joined  in  the  hoty 
bonds  of  matrimony  with  Betsey  Tuttle  of 
Colebrook,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.  Three 
sons  and  one  daughter  were  the  results  of 
this  union:  Lydia  A.,  deceased;  Timothy 

W.,  deceased;  Lauren  C.,  living  in  Michi- 
gan at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years ; and 
Harlow  E.,  our  subject.  Previous  to  his  mar- 
riage, Chester  Underwood  went  first  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  then  to  Chenango 
County,  where  he  remained  two  years.  In 
1825,  with  his  wife  and  family  he  came  to 
Truxton,  this  county,  living  there  seven 
years,  then  to  East  Scott,  where  he  died 
February  6,  1855.  He  was  a farmer  and  a 
hard  worker  in  his  younger  days,  but  his 
health  was  such  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  that  he  was  unable  to  do  much  severe 
manual  labor.  When  in  the  western  portion 
of  the  state,  he  was  afflicted  with  asthma,  and 
while  everything  possible  was  done  for  his 
relief,  he  was  ever  afterward  a sufferer  from 
the  disease.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and 
in  religion  a Presbyterian. 

Harlow  E.  Underwood  has  been  a resident 
of  this  county  since  1825,  forty-three  years  of 
the  time  being  spent  in  East  Scott.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  the  county, 
and  after  leaving  school  he  earned  his  living 
for  a time  by  following  the  trade  of  a mason. 
He  was  very  successful,  a good  worker  and 
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his  services  were  in  almost  constant  demand. 
He  followed  this  business  for  many  years,  but 
in  later  years  his  attention  has  been  almost 
entirely  taken  up  with  farming,  a calling  to 
which  he  has  been  an  honor.  His  farm  con- 
sists of  ioo  acres  of  land  in  good  condition 
and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation ; his 
buildings  are  comfortable  and  commodious ; 
his  home  a model  of  neatness  and  cosiness, 
where  a hearty  welcome  awaits  the  casual 
visitor  or  the  old  time  friend.  One  branch  of 
farming  to  which  he  is  paying  especial  heed 
is  dairying,  and  the  excellent  condition,  to 
which  he  has  brought  his  herd  of  twenty 
cows,  speaks  well  for  his  methods.  His 
motto  has  always  been  “ A thing  worth 
doing  is  worth  doing  well,”  and  the  success 
that  has  attended  his  efforts  has  been  a 
proof  of  the  correctness  of  his  views. 

Mr.  Underwood  has  taken  an  active  and 
intelligent  interest  in  politics,  and  has  repre- 
sented his  party  in  both  county  and  district 
conventions.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace 
for  a number  of  years,  and  filled  many  other 
town  offices.  He  married  Phoebe  Ames,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Polly  (Brown)  Ames, 
and  five  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Adelia,  wife  of  Frederick  A.  Smith,  a farmer 
of  Scott;  J.  B.,  who  married  Estella  Thomp- 
son, and  is  a farmer  of  Scott;  Eugene  PL, 
who  married  Mary  M.  Stoker,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming;  Ada  B.,  wife  of  Bryant  C.  Sher- 
man of  Groton,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
George  H.,  who  married  Nora  Gaylord,  and 
lives  in  Cortland.  The  mother  of  Mrs- 
Underwood,  Polly  (Brown)  Ames,  was  a 
daughter  of  James  Brown,  a soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a brave  man 
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and  did  much  to  help  along  the  cause  of  the 
young  nation,  then  struggling  for  its  very 
existence.  Mr.  Underwood  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  attendants  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  they  are  both  consis- 
tent members.  They  are  active  workers  of 
that  organization,  and  he  is  a steward  of  the 
church.  No  more  popular  or  highly  es- 
teemed family  are  to  be  met  with ; Mr. 
Underwood’s  strict  integrity  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  his  wife’s  many  excellent  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart,  have  endeared  them  to  all 
with  whom  they  have  come  in  contact. 


OHN  OSGOOD,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  old  settlers  of  Cincinnatus,  Cort- 
land County,  where  he  lived  over  half 
a century.  Those  of  this  generation  remem- 
ber him  as  a man  of  advanced  years,  who 
possessed  in  a very  large  degree  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  all  his  fellow-townsmen.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Pomfret,  Windham 
County,  Conn.,  May  13,  1782,  and  died  in 
Cincinnatus,  this  county,  December  19,  1872, 
being  at  that  time  over  ninety  years  of  age. 
His  wife,  Olive  Grosvenor,  whom,  he  married 
May  27,  1808,  was  born  November  14,  1784, 
in  Abington,  Conn.,  and  was  a member  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of 
that  state.  She  was  a woman  who  was  emi- 
nently qualified  to  accompany  her  husband 
on  the  long  journey  of  sixty-four  years’ 
wedded  life.  Her  death  occurred  on 
November  25,  1872,  but  a few  weeks 

before  that  of  her  husband's.  After  their 
marriage,  they  moved  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in 
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1810,  where  Mr.  Osgood  commenced  his 
business  life  as  a merchant.  In  1812,  they 
came  into  Central  New  York,  and  settled  in 
Sherburne,  Chenango  County;  late  in  the  fall 
of  1816,  they  became  residents  of  Cincin- 
natus,  Cortland  County,  where  Mr.  Osgood 
still  followed  his  chosen  line  of  business  until 
about  1840,  when  he  retired  to  his  farm,  and 
thereafter  agricultural  pursuits  claimed  his 
whole  attention.  In  1838,  he  was  a member 
of  the  New  York  State  Legislature. 

John  Osgood,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
came  of  English  antecedents,  although  far 
removed.  He  was  descended  from  John 
Osgood  of  Andover,  Essex  County,  Mass., 
who  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Wherwell, 
Hampshire,  Eng.,  July  23,  1595,  and  died  at 
Andover,  Mass.,  October  24,  1651.  He  was 
joined  in  marriage  in  England,  about  1627,  to 
his  wife,  Sarah,  who  departed  this  life  April 
8,  1667.  John  Osgood  came  to  New  England 
in  1638,  and  shortly  after  settled  at  Newbury, 
where  he  remained  until  he  became  a resi- 
dent of  Andover,  in  1845.  He  thus  became 
a citizen  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony 
during  the  governorship  of  the  first  colonial 
governor,  John  Winthrop,  from  whom  our 
subject  can  trace  a line  of  descent.  Among 
the  family  of  this  adventurous  pioneer  was 
John  Osgood,  who  is  in  the  direct  line  of 
descent  to  our  subject.  He  was  born  in 
England  in  1630,  and  died  in  Andover,  Mass., 
August  31,  1693.  On  November  15,  1653,  at 
Haverhill,  he  married  Mary  Clements,  and  in 
their  family  was  John  Osgood,  lineal  ancestor 
of  our  subject.  He  was  born  September  13, 
1654,  and  died  April  22,  1725  ; he  married, 
October  17,  1681,  Hannah  Ayers  of  Haver- 


hill, Mass.  She  was  born  August  2,  1662, 
died  September  6,  1735,  and  was  a daughter 
of  Peter  and  Hannah  ( Allen  ) Ayers.  They 
reared  a large  famil}^  of  children,  among 
whom  was  William  Osgood,  the  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  William  was 
born  February  16,  1697,  and  died  September 
20,  1791.  His  first  marriage,  which  took 
place  June  16,  1726,  was  with  Sarah  Picker- 
ing, who  died  January  3,  1728.  He  was 
joined  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  the  second 
time,  on  January  26,  1729  or  ‘30,  to  Mary 
Baker,  who  Avas  born  October  1,  1701,  and 
died  November  12,  1775.  Their  son,  Will- 
iam, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Abington,  Conn.,  November  27,  1740,  and 
died  February  8,  1804.  He  married  on  June 
2,  1774,  Mary  Scarborough  of  Brooklyn, 
Conn. 

The  children  born  to  John  and  Olive 
( Grosvenor)  Osgood  were  as  follows  : Mary 
S.,  born  April  10,  1809,  married  George  I. 
Kingman,  who  was  born  September  5,  1S06 — 
Mary  S.  Kingman  died  November  7,  1895; 
Sarah  J.,  born  September  12,  1813,  died  in 
February,  1859;  Helen  E.,  born  August  5, 
1816,  died  February  1,  1840,  unmarried; 
Charles  G.,  born  March  22,  1820;  George, 
born  October  19,  1824;  and  John  W.,  born 
August  9,  1827. 

Charles  G.  Osgood  married  Josephine 
Todd,  and  lives  at  Wellsborough,  Pa.  He 
has  been  in  mercantile  life  exclusively  until 
three  or  four  years  since,  when  he  retired 
from  active  life.  His  children  are  as  fol- 
lows : Harry  W.,  born  February  23,  1862, 
who  for  seven  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
United  Press  Association,  his  health  com- 
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pelling  him  at  last  to  relinquish  his  position  ; 
Charles  G.,  Jr.,  born  May  2,  1871,  a graduate 
of  Yale  College,  taught  one  year  as  principal 
of  the  schools  of  the  village  of  To wanda, 
Pa.,  and  in  1897  finished  a post-graduate 
course  at  his  alma  mater ; Mary,  born  Oc- 
tober 24,  1863,  married  C.  W.  Webb,  a prac- 
ticing physician  of  Wellsborough,  Pa. 

George  Osgood  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon and  select  schools  of  the  town  of 
Cincinnatus,  and  has,  until  1895,  followed  the 
pursuits  of  agriculture  in  that  town  ; he  is 
now  enjoying  the  sunset  years  of  his  well- 
spent  life.  Politically,  he  has  ever  been 
known  as  a zealous,  active  Republican.  On 
September  20,  1858,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Elizabeth  Richards,  and  he  now  has  one  son, 
John  Grosvenor,  who  was  born  August  14, 
1872,  and  was  married  June  8,  1897.  John 
G.  was  educated  in  the  academy  at  Cincin- 
natus, and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Cleveland 
Linseed  Oil  Company,  his  residence  being  in 
Chicago,  111. 

John  W.  Osgood,  the  youngest  son  of  our 
subject,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Cincin- 
natus, and  then  was  engaged  at  the  trade  of  a 
tinner  until  1877,  since  which  date  he  has  been 
retired.  He  is  a Republican  of  no  uncertain 
quantity  in  his  politics,  but  has  never  sought 
preferment  in  office.  He  is  a member  of 
Eastern  Light  Lodge,  No.  126,  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Greene,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y. ; Greene 
Chapter,  No.  106,  of  the  same  place;  and 
Malta  Commanclery,  No.  21,  Knight  Temp- 
lars of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  is  of  quite  a 
literary  turn  of  mind,  and  since  his  retire- 
ment in  1877  has  devoted  much  time  to  read- 
ing, and  to  the  investigation  of  subjects  of 


discussion  along  scientific  lines.  He  takes 
great  pride  in  his  collection  of  books  of 
standard  reputation,  which  vies  in  point  of 
scope  and  completeness  with  many  of  the 
finest  private  libraries  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  books  cover  a variety  of  subjects, 
such  as  science,  history,  poetry,  fiction,  etc. 
Mr.  Osgood  spends  much  of  the  time  that  is 
not  devoted  to  looking  after  his  various  prop- 
erty interests  in  pleasant  study  among  his 
books.  He  is  a very  entertaining  conversa- 
tionalist, and  nothing  delights  him  more  than 
to  engage  in  a friendly  discussion  on  the 
merits  of  some  doubtful  question. 


tAWRENCE  J.  FITZGERALD  has 
done  more  to  spread  Cortland’s  fair 
name  over  the  earth  than  any  other 
one  man.  As  the  president  of  the  Cortland 
Wagon  Co.,  he  has  with  his  able  associates 
built  up  an  industry,  which  ships  its  products 
to  almost  every  city  and  town  of  the  civilized 
countries  of  the  globe.  That  the  name  plate, 
bearing  on  its  surface  “ Cortland  Wagon 
Company,”  and  the  added  names  “ Fitz- 
gerald,” “ Straat,”  or  “ Duffey,”  is  a guaran- 
tee of  the  highest  order  in  the  vehicle  carry- 
ing it,  goes  without  discussion  among  all  who 
know  aught  of  carriage  or  wagon  building. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  at  an  earl}'  age  learned  the 
wagon-maker’s  art,  and  came  to  Homer  in 
1862  as  a journeyman.  In  1864  he  transfer- 
red his  residence  to  Cortland,  where  he  laid 
the  first  foundation  for  Cortland's  present  im- 
mense industry.  T wo  years  later  he  was  con- 
d acting  quite  a business  on  Main  Street,  but 
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working  mainly  by  himself,  and  accepting 
only  the  amount  of  work  that  he  could  per- 
form himself.  In  1869,  having  been  prospered 
in  his  undertaking,  he  opened  on  a yet  larger 
scale  on  Port  Watson  Street.  About  this 
time,  his  business  requiring  more  help,  he 
sold  a portion  of  his  interests  to  Mr.  O.  C. 
Gee,  and  the  enterprise  that  has  grown  to  its 
present  proportions  was  fairly  launched.  As 
Fitzgerald  & Gee,  they  continued  until  1872, 
when  Mr.  Gee  sold  his  share  to  Mr.  C.  W. 
Kinne,  and  the  firm  bought  a new  place  on 
Railroad  Street,  and  erected  thereon  a large 
plant  for  the  more  extensive  building  of  a 
product,  that  was  then  beginning  to  attract 
considerable  attention  and  favorable  com- 
ment. The  next  three  years  were  fraught 
with  wonderful  growth,  so  that  in  1875  an- 
other set  of  large  buildings  had  to  be  erected ; 
salesmen  were  now  going  into  the  most  re- 
mote parts  of  the  country  with  the  firm’s  cata- 
logue, and  the  name  “ Cortland  ” was  getting 
to  be  a standard  of  merit.  In  1877  the  firm 
met  its  first  serious  loss  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Ivinne.  The  whole  burden  of  the  heavy  busi- 
ness fell  on  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  shoulders,  who 
was  fully  equal  to  the  task,  and  under  his 
masterly  direction  the  business  continued  to 
expand  and  increase.  The  output  having 
steadily  doubled  very  two  years,  and  the 
plant  having  grown  in  size,  as  addition 
after  addition  was  made,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  care  of  the  entire 
establishment  was  too  much  for  one  man,  so 
he  with  his  usual  skill  set  about  getting 
things  in  shape  to  be  handled  in  a manner 
suitable  to  the  great  proportions  they  had  as- 
sumed in  a few  years.  As  a result  the  Cort- 


land Wagon  Company  was,  in  the  latter  part 
of  1878,  incorporated,  and  on  January  1,  1879, 
with  Mr.  Fitzgerald  as  president,  assumed 
charge  of  the  entire  plant  and  business.  Of 
the  new  corporation  Hugh  Duffey  was  vice- 
president  and  superintendent.  Seven  years 
later  F.  Cy  Straat  was  elected  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  company.  The  magnificent 
progress  of  the  enterprise  was  unchecked, 
and  in  1881  a splendid  factory  with  a capacity 
of  about  30,000  vehicles  per  year  had  been 
built  by  degrees,  and  was  then  in  use.  The 
output  had  increased  from  4,500  vehicles  in 
1877  to  8,000  in  1880.  In  1884  the  product 
went  up  to  12,000  vehicles,  and  in  1888  to  the 
unheard-of  aggregate  of  27,000.  This  in- 
cluded of  course  wagons,  carriages,  carts, 
sleighs,  etc.  In  1888,  the  fire  fiend  laid  his 
clutches  on  the  plant,  and  the  whole  estab- 
lishment went  up  in  smoke.  Before  the  last 
smouldering  ember  had  died  out,  and  the 
charred  timbers  had  had  a chance  to  cool, 
plans  were  being  prepared,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing summer  a new  and  better  plant  than  the 
old,  rose,  Phoenix-like,  from  the  ashes.  At  the 
same  time,  the  compan}^  erected  a plant  at 
Brantford,  Canada,  to  supply  the  Canadian 
trade,  now  of  great  size.  This  new  factory 
in  Cortland  is  considered  by  those  who  should 
know  to  be  one  of  the  best  arranged  and 
most  completely  equipped  plants  of  its  kind 
in  existence.  It  is  heavily  built  of  brick  and 
stone  on  plans  approved  by  the  best  insur- 
ance authorities  and  covers  nine  acres  of 
ground.  The  best  of  modern  machinery  is 
used  throughout ; it  has  its  own  electric  light 
plant  and  is  heated  by  steam.  The  buildings 
are  all  connected,  are  mainly  three  stories  in 
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height  and  are  admirably  lighted  and  ven- 
tilated. The  large  repository,  finished  in 
natural  wood,  with  its  fine  vaulted  ceilings, 
and  ornate  staircases,  is  one  of  the  noted  re- 
positories of  the  state.  At  the  present  writ- 
ing, the  company  has,  besides  its  main  plant 
and  Brantford  factory,  an  immense  brick  fac- 
tory building  at  Auburn  Park,  Chicago, 
which  is  used  as  a warehouse  for  their  West- 
ern trade,  and  also  a branch  warehouse  in 
London,  England.  They  are  now  building 
almost  everything  in  the  vehicle  line  from  a 
light  dog-cart  to  a heavy  drag  or  victoria. 
They  are  also  putting  out  the  “ Diana,"  a bi- 
cycle of  standard  and  well  known  merit.  The 
management  is  nearly  the  same  as  it  has  been 
for  years  past.  Our  subject,  the  president, 
has  full  charge  of  the  business  policy  of  the 
company,  and  general  supervision  of  all 
their  outside  territory.  Mr.  Hugh  Duffey 
looks  after  the  manufacturing  end,  while  Mr. 
Straat  attended  to  the  office  work  and  finan- 
cial affairs  until  his  retirement  in  1896,  the 
present  secretary  being  F.  M.  Possell,  who 
was  for  seventeen  years  connected  with 
Stuedebaker  Bros.,  manufacturers,  South 
Bend,  Ind.  The  story  of  the  growth  of  this 
enterprise  has  been  the  story  of  the  life  of 
Mr.  Fitzgerald.  While  he  has  had  the  help 
and  the  advice  of  faithful  and  tried  lieuten- 
ants, still  the  vigorous  push  and  energy 
which  have  built  the  enterprise  up  from  a 
little  shop  in  a quiet  country  town  to  a 
mammoth  factory  in  a bustling,  working 
community,  have  been  inspired  by  the  man 
who  is  to-day  its  head.  The  Cortland  Wagon 
Co.  is  now  making  and  selling  15,000  vehicles 
per  year,  and  the  money  drawn  to  Cortland 


and  paid  out  by  the  company  to  its  300  to  350 
employees  has  been  the  most  important  fac- 
tor in  the  prosperity  of  the  village. 

Besides  doing  all  that  we  have  outlined, 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  found  time  to  look  after 
other  affairs.  In  1885  he  was  elected  state 
treasurer  and  three  years  later  was  re-elected. 
He  was  a trustee  of  Cortland  village  in  1877 
and  1881,  and  president  of  the  village  in  1882. 
He  is  at  the  present  writing  vice-president  of 
The  National  Bank  of  Cortland.  He  was 
for  some  time  also  the  vice-president  of  the 
Second  National  Bank,  but  resigned.  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  is  the  largest  land  owner  in  Cort- 
land County. 

In  1870,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  built  a fine  home 
on  Lincoln  Avenue,  and  in  1885  erected  his 
present  home  on  Tompkins  Street,  a house 
that  by  the  way  is  one  of  the  finest  in  this 
county.  He  has  done  much  other  building 
in  and  about  Cortland,  and  he  is  a stanch 
supporter  of  improvements  of  all  kinds.  To 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  his  wife,  who  was  a Miss 
Shay,  four  children  have  been  born,  by  name  : 
Catherine  Helena,  the  wife  of  Frank  Leigh- 
ton of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  Cora  B.;  Carrie  M.; 
and  Mabel  L.  As  one  who  has  likely  done 
more  than  any  other  man  in  building  up  and 
spreading  the  fame  of  Cortland  village,  we 
present  on  a preceding  page  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s 
portrait,  executed  from  a photograph  taken 
in  April,  1898. 


(^>r-'LFRED  B.  RAYMOND  for  a long 
ca  time  past  has  been  a representative 
_ „ resident  of  Little  York,  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.  Though  born  in  the  town  of 
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Marathon,  his  business  life,  for  many  years 
given  over  to  the  development  of  the  dairy 
interests  of  Central  New  York,  took  him  into 
many  different  places.  He  has,  however,  the 
benefit  of  a long  experience  among  men  and 
their  affairs,  and  is  to-day  rated  in  the  list  of 
old  Cortland’s  most  prosperous  and  worthy 
sons. 

Mr.  Raymond  is  a son  of  Dyar  and  Lois 
(Harrison)  Raymond,  and  was  born  August 
1 8,  1838.  The  Raymonds  are  of  pure  Eng- 
lish blood,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  Samuel 
Raymond,  having  been  born  in  the  Old 
Country.  This  progenitor  of  our  subject 
learned  the  blacksmithing  trade  in  England, 
then  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  found  a home 
at  New  London,  Conn.  In  search  of  a better 
field  of  Avork,  he  after  some  time  moved  to 
Norwich  of  the’  same  state,  where  he  stayed 
until  1820,  in  which  year  he  came  through  to 
Solon,  Cortland  County,  and  settled  down. 
He  only  lived  a few  years  in  his  new  home, 
dying  in  1827  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Mr.  Ray- 
mond at  one  time  in  his  career,  Avhile  living 
in  Connecticut,  used  his  talents  to  great  ad- 
vantage in  behalf  of  his  adopted  country. 
He  was  a practical  blacksmith  and  an  expert 
worker  in  other  branches  of  iron  working 
and  manufacture.  Previous  to  the  War  of 
1812,  the  United  States  Government  en- 
trusted him  with  an  extensive  contract  for 
building  gun  carriages  and  gun-carriage 
trimmings  for  the  use  of  the  army.  This 
work  he  undertook,  and  so  became  the  em- 
ployer of  a large  force  of  men.  His  work 
proved  very  satisfactory,  and  splendid  re- 
turns came  in  to  him.  As  his  prosperity 
increased,  he  enlarged  his  facilities,  but  the  I 


sudden  termination  of  the  war  found  him 
heavily  over-stocked,  and  the  savings  of  his 
hard  work  melted  away.  After  he  came  to 
Solon,  he  continued  at  his  trade  and  carefully 
reared  the  family,  which  his  true  wife,  Eliza- 
beth (Allen)  Raymond,  bore  him.  These 
children  were  : William  S.;  Dyar,  father  of 
our  subject:  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  the  wife 
of  Elinus  Randall  of  Iowa.  All  the  above 
are  now  deceased.  Mr.  Raymond  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  married  a second  time, 
and  became  the  father  of  one  child,  Lucius 
Raymond,  who  died  in  Marathon. 

Dyar  Raymond,  father  of  Alfred  B.,  Avas 
born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  March  20,  1812. 
He  was  a lad  of  eight  summers  Avhen  the 
family  came  into  Cortland  County.  Nat- 
urally of  a studious  nature,  and  a lover  of 
books,  he  easily  assimilated  all  the  learning 
attainable  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
youth.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  began 
learning  the  trade  of  a distiller,  a trade  of 
much  use  and  importance  in  those  days.  He 
kept  in  this  line  until  he  was  twenty-six  years 
old,  when  he  decided  to  embark  in  farming. 
He  forthwith  settled  on  a farm  in  Marathon, 
and  later  moved  to  Minnesota  Avhere  he 
spent  all  the  rest  of  his  life  as  a tiller  of  the 
soil,  dying  April  24,  1885,  at  Northfield,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three.  He  was  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life  one  of  the  most  extensive 
and  prosperous  farmers  of  Minnesota,  having 
at  one  time  over  700  acres  of  land  under  his 
control,  of  which  a large  amount  was  in  cul- 
tivation. Dyar  Raymond  married  into  one 
of  the  foremost  American  families.  His 
Avife,  Lois  Harrison,  was  a daughter  of  John 
Harrison,  Avho  was  a cousin  of  William 
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Henry  Harrison,  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe, 
and  President  of  the  United  States.  John 
Harrison  was  wedded  to  Lydia  Hubbard  of 
Richmond,  Mass.,  January  13,  1813,  by  the 
Rev.  Silas  Churchill.  The  certificate  of  that 
event  is  a valued  document,  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  John 
Harrison  came  from  Massachusetts  to  Cin- 
cinnatus,  this  county,  in  1812,  and  died  there 
at  an  advanced  age.  Lois  B.,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  born  at  Cincinnatus  in  1813, 
and  lived  until  the  year  1884.  Dyar  Ray- 
mond’s family  consisted  of  nine  children, 
namely:  John,  now  of  St.  Cloud,  Minn;  Al- 
fred B.,  our  subject;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Stewart  of  St.  Cloud;  Clay  L.,  husband- of 
Ella  Baker,  and  a resident  of  the  State  of 
Minnesota;  Fannie  A.  died  in  the  above 
state;  Franklin  S.  died  in  the  Black  Hills; 
and  Lydia,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  at 
Marathon  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen. In  the  }^ear  1864,  he  began  making 
potash  at  Union  Valley,  Cortland  County, 
and  continued  in  that  occupation  for  two 
years.  He  then  learned  the  cheesemaking 
business  in  Herkimer  County,  and  at  Cuyler, 
this  county,  took  charge  of  a factory,  which 
he  ran  with  perfect  success  for  thirteen 
years.  He  worked  on  a salary  for  seven 
years,  and  then  managed  a factory  of  his 
own  at  Preble  for  six  years.  After  the  loss 
of  the  latter  plant  by  fire,  he  came  to  Little 
York,  and  purchased  his  present  property, 
and  opened  the  Raymond  House,  a summer 
resort,  which  has  few  equals  among  the 
hostelries  of  its  class  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Raymond  is  a very  active  and  well 


liked  member  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  served  his  townsmen  twenty  terms  in  the 
capacity  of  constable,  an  office  which  he  is  at 
the  present  writing  still  occupying.  He  has 
always  been  devoted  to  the  equal  rights  of 
mankind,  and  is  a great  admirer  of  the  life 
and  work  of  noble  John  C.  Fremont.  In  the 
memorable  campaign  of  ’56,  no  young  man 
of  the  time  was  a more  ardent  supporter  or 
a more  faithful  worker  for  the  new  party 
than  our  subject.  He  is  an  exceedingly  well 
informed  man,  and  is  influential  in  his  sup- 
port of  school  matters,  being  “ attendance 
officer”  of  the  Little  York  schools.  On  Jan- 
uary 3,  1866,  Mr.  Raymond  wedded  Perley- 
ett  Albro  of  Cuyler,  but  of  this  marriage 
there  has  been  no  issue.  Mrs.  Raymond  was 
a daughter  of  Philan  R.  Albro,  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Salem  Church  in  1864. 
Mr.  Albro  was  a member  of  Co.  L,  10th  Reg., 
N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf. 


JAY  PECK  of  the  firm  of  Beard  & 
\=/  Peck,  dealers  in  furniture,  and  un- 
V ^ dertakers,  is  one  of  the  leading, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  most  widely  known  of 
the  younger  class  of  men,  who  are  doing 
business  in  the  prosperous  village  of  Cort- 
land. In  his  mercantile  career  he  has  de- 
voted his  time  and  his  talents  to  many 
branches  of  trade,  and  success  has  ever  seem- 
ed to  be  his  lot. 

Mr.  Peck  is  a son  of  Lyman  and  Jane  (Tay- 
lor) Peck,  and  a grandson  of  Lyman  Peck, 
Sr.  He  was  born  near  Solon  village,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1862.  His  grandfather  was  born 
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at  Solon,  Cortland  County,  received  a good 
common  school  education,  and  was,  until  his 
retirement  from  active  life,  a successful  tiller 
of  the  soil.  He  retired  in  1870,  and  moved 
to  Cortland  village,  where  he  lived  until 
1873.  His  wife  departed  from  this  life  June 
25,  1890.  They  had  six  sons  and  one 

daughter  born  to  them.  In  politics,  Lyman 
Peck,  Sr.,  was  a Republican,  and  in  church 
matters  an  active  Methodist. 

Lyman  Peck,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Solon.  After 
his  school  days  were  over,  he  became  a far- 
mer, and  so  continued  for  several  years. 
He  then  with  his  brother,  Rufus  Peck,  went 
into  business  at  Solon,  N.  Y.  He  was  a 
clean-cut  business  man,  and  always  did  well 
in  a financial  way.  He  was  ever  a consistent 
Christian,  and  a true  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  He  also  followed  his  father’s  polit- 
ical precepts,  and  was  a Republican  of 
prominence  and  influence,  being  at  one  time 
town  clerk  of  Solon.  His  business  life 
closed  in  1878,  when  he  retired  and  came  to 
Cortland  to  live.  Here  he  died  in  January, 
1886.  His  widow  survived  him  by  two 

years.  The  children  who  made  up  his  family 
were:  Clinton  D.;  N.  Jay,  our  subject;  Car- 
rie, wife  of  R.  H.  Beard;  Charles  B.;  and 
Jesse  T. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  notice  was 
trained  in  the  public  schools,  and  pursued  a 
most  thorough  and  comprehensive  course  at 
the  Cortland  State  Normal  School.  He  then 
became  a clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  C.  W. 
Stoker  of  Cortland,  a position  he  retained  for 
seven  years.  At  the  end  of  this  term,  Mr. 
Peck  struck  out  for  himself,  conducting  lor 


one  year  a good  boot  and  shoe  business. 
His  next  enterprise  was  a partnership  in  the 
grocery  line  with  his  brother,  Charles  B. 
Peck,  which  occupied  his  time  and  attention 
for  the  succeeding  three  years.  The  present 
business  was  then  inaugurated  under  the 
style  of  Beard  & Peck,  and  has  up  to  this 
writing  continued  to  thrive  and  broaden. 
Beard  & Peck  carry  the  heaviest  assortment 
of  furniture  and  allied  lines  of  any  house  in 
Cortland  County.  They  also  conduct  an  un- 
dertaking business,  which  is  second  to  none 
in  this  section.  They  occupy  a large  four- 
story  brick  building,  125  feet  by  25  in  ground 
dimensions,  located  on  Main  Street,  which  is 
thoroughly  equipped  and  fitted  so  as  to  ade- 
quately store  and  display  the  many  articles 
that  go  to  make  up  their  immense  stock. 
They  are  in  close  touch  with  the  best  sources 
of  supply,  and  their  high  business  standing 
and  unquestioned  integrity  enable  them  to 
buy  in  the  best  markets  and  of  the  best 
makers.  This  enterprising  firm  also  con- 
ducts a branch  store  at  Marathon,  under  the 
style  of  A.  C.  Baker  & Co.,  which  is  credited 
with  doing  a very  good  business. 

Besides  being  a notably  shrewd  and  exper- 
ienced man  in  the  business  life  of  Cortland, 
Mr.  Peck  is  no  less  prominent  in  many  other 
fields  of  activity.  He  is  a steadfast  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  a prime  factor 
in  matters  of  party  expediency.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  friends  Cortland’s  most  excellent 
Fire  Department  has.  For  two  }mars  he  was 
chief  engineer  of  the  department,  and  is  now 
an  active  member  of  Orris  Hose  Co.,  No.  2. 
He  is  president  of  the  Business  Men’s  Asso- 
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ciation,  and  in  fraternal  affairs  is  a member 
of  the  J.  L.  Lewis  Lodge,  No.  478,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
In  social  life  he  is  fully  as  popular  and  in- 
fluential as  in  business  or  civil  lines.  He  is 
happily  married  to  Harriet  R.  Pendleton,  a 
daughter  of  Harvey  Pendleton,  and  is  the 
father  of  one  child,  Hazel  R.  To  his  home, 
his  village,  state,  and  nation  he  is  equally  de- 
voted. He  is  a gentleman  of  culture  and 
refinement,  and  takes  a broad  and  liberal 
view  of  all  matters  of  life.  Well-directed 
management  and  careful  methods  have  won 
him  success,  while  a nature  full  of  genuine 
warmth  and  kindliness  has  brought  him 
friends  without  number,  wherever  his  busi- 
ness has  taken  him. 


NOS  E.  MELLON.  Cortland  County 
may  well  be  proud  of  those  of  her 
brilliant  sons,  who  so  well  represent  her  in 
legal  circles  as  solicitors,  advocates  and  on 
the  bench.  We  have  the  pleasure  in  this 
connection  of  presenting  the  salient  points  of 
the  life  history  of  a prominent  young  attor- 
ney and  police  justice  of  the  village,  who 
though  a son  by  adoption,  his  birth  occur- 
ring in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  November  16, 
i860,  can  yet  lay  claim  to  as  hearty  an  inter- 
est in  the  county  and  its  welfare  as  mani- 
fested by  any  who  claim  Cortland  as  their 
birth  place.  The  gentleman  to  whom  we 
refer  is  Enos  E.  Mellon,  whose  name  furnish- 
es the  title  for  this  brief  biography,  and 
whose  portrait  appears  on  another  page  in 
proximity  to  this.  When  a child  of  one  and 
a half  years  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the 


United  States,  and  made  his  home  with  them 
in  the  town  of  Virgil,  Cortland  County.  It 
was  in  this  town  and  in  Dryden  that  Mr.  Mel- 
lon received  his  early  schooling,  that  furnished 
so  substantial  a basis  on  which  to  rear  a com- 
plete structure  of  legal  learning.  In  August 
of  1883,  he  came  to  the  village  of  Cortland 
to  work  for  D.  F.  Wallace,  spending  three 
years  as  clerk  in  his  employ,  after  which  he 
went  on  the  road  as  salesman  for  that  gentle- 
man, handling  wall  paper  for  a matter  of  five 
years.  He  then  began  the  study  of  law  with 
Hon.  O.  U.  Kellogg  of  Cortland,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  September,  1891.  In  the 
following  spring,  he  opened  a law  office  for 
general  practice,  and  it  was  not  long  before 
his  worth  became  evident  and  brought  him 
lucrative  returns;  active  and  energetic  in  his 
habits,  causes  in  which  he  is  interested  are 
pushed  to  a speedy  termination,  which  is  also 
very  rarely  lacking  in  the  elements  of  suc- 
cess. A stanch  and  earnest  Republican,  he 
was  made  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
in  18S9,  and  in  1896  was  elected  police  jus- 
tice, which  position  he  is  at  present  filling 
with  credit  to  himself  and  the  whole  commu- 
nitv,  and  with  terror  to  the  whole  criminal 
class. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1895,  Mr.  Mel- 
lon contracted  a matrimonial  alliance  with 
Leah  Wallace,  daughter  of  D.  F.  Wallace; 
one  daughter  is  their  only  child.  Mr.  Mel- 
lon is  a member  of  St.  Bernard  Lodge,  No. 
217,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  been 
through  all  the  chairs,  and  is  the  secretary 
of  the  Cortland  Agricultural  Society,  attor- 
ney and  secretar}^  for  the  Cortland  County 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
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Animals.  In' all  his  relations  to  the  varied 
life-phases  of  the  community,  Mr.  Mellon  has 
borne  an  honorable  part,  and  is  to  be  com- 
mended for  his  well-directed  efforts  in  sup- 
pressing lawlessness  and  crime,  discharg- 
ing his  varied  duties  with  neither  fear  nor 
favor. 


APT.  GERRET  S.  VAN  HOESEN, 
I j|  a retired  citizen  of  Cortland,  was 
born  December  24,  1834,  at  Preble, 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  a son  of 
Garit  Van  Hoesen,  and  grandson  of  Garret 
Van  Hoesen — each  generation  spelling  the 
first  name  different.  The  first  representatives 
of  the  family  on  this  side  of  the  water  were 
three  brothers  who  came  from  Holland  and 
settled  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.  The  little 
house  which  they  built  soon  after  their  arri- 
val in  this  country  was  made  from  the  brick 
that  they  carried  in  their  vessel  with  them  as 
ballast  from  their  native  land. 

Garret  Van  Hoesen,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  at  Coxsackie,  Greene 
County,  N.  Y.  His  early  manhood  days 
were  spent  in  his  native  county  ; later,  ac- 
companied by  his  brothers  Francis  and  Al- 
bert, he  came  to  Cortland  County  where 
they  purchased  a large  tract  of  land  and  en- 
gaged in  the  tilling  of  the  soil  the  rest  of 
their  days.  His  life  companion  was  chosen 
in  his  native  county,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  them  : Garit;  Jacob;  and  John,  who 
in  young  manhood  lost  his  life  in  a fire  while 
rescuing  his  child.  Garret  Van  Hoesen  was 
a regular,  old-fashioned  Jacksonian  Democrat. 


He  was  a most  active  and  zealous  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  devoted  much 
time  and  means  to  enhance  its  well  being. 

Garit  Van  Hoesen  was  born  at  Coxsackie, 
Greene  Connty,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Preble 
with  his  parents  when  quite  young.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  made  farming  his  life  vocation.  The  old 
homestead  was  his  abode.  He  was  married 
to  Lana  Van  Buskirk,  and  they  reared  a 
large  family  of  children,  namely  : Catherine, 
deceased;  Susan  (Skeele);  Keturah  (Hollen- 
beck); Jemima  (Van  Hoesen);  Robert;  An- 
geline  (Palmer);  Benjamin;  Elmira  (Man- 
chester); Tryphena  (Hoag);  Gerret  S.; 
Martin;  and  Luther.  Garit  Van  Hoesen 
was  a successful  farmer,  a good  citizen,  and 
a man  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low-townsmen. He  was  a Democrat  until 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  part_y, 
after  which  he  continued  faithful  to  the  latter 
party.  During  his  boyhood  days  he  was  a 
member  of  the  state  militia.  The  entire  fam- 
ily favored  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
died  in  i860,  and  his  wife  in  1863. 

Gerret  S.  Van  Hoesen,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  first  attended  the  common  schools 
and  was  advanced  at  Homer  Academy. 
Soon  after  reaching  his  majority,  he  went  as 
far  west  as  Minnesota,  located  in  Rice  Coun- 
ty,  that  state,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
for  a time,  and  later  went  to  Kansas  and  took 
up  a quarter  section  of  land,  where  he  sojourn- 
ed for  a short  time,  and  finally  returned  to  his 
native  town.  He  then  engaged  in  the  cooper 
business;  after  following  it  a short  time  he 
determined  to  seek  the  oil  fields,  where  he 
remained  until  the  war  broke  out.  He  re- 
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turned  home  and  enlisted  in  the  157th  Reg. 
N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.  He  entered  as  a private; 
was  promoted  to  be  First  Lieutenant  of  Co. 
K.;  and  later  was  commissioned  Captain  of 
Co.  H.  He  was  the  ranking  captain  of 
the  regiment  when  discharged.  During  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  the  commanding  officer 
of  Co.  D.  was  wounded,  and  after  his  retire- 
ment Capt.  Van  Hoesen  also  guided  that 
company  through  the  fight.  He  saw  three 
years  of  service.  There  is  perhaps  nothing 
of  which  a man  may  be  more  excusably 
proud  than  that  of  loyal,  gallant  service  in 
the  cause  of  his  country,  nor  is  there  any 
service  which  lives  longer  in  the  memory 
of  his  fellow-countrymen.  He  was  among 
those  who  early  offered  their  lives  in  defense 
of  their  country  in  her  hour  of  peril,  and 
never  relinquished  their  posts  until  an  en- 
forced peace  had  crowned  all  efforts.  After 
the  war  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
for  two  years,  then  returned  to  his  cooper 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  four  years.  In 
1857  he  became  proprietor  of  the  Union 
House,  which  hotel  he  conducted  until  1879. 
In  that  year  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Cort- 
land County,  and  served  a full  term  ; then 
after  acting  three  years  as  deputy  sheriff,  he 
was  again  elected  sheriff ; after  the  expiration 
of  his  official  term,  he  retired  from  active 
life.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Preble  in  1872,  but  resigned  when  he  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business. 

Capt.  Van  Hoesen  was  married  October  2, 
1866,  to  Carrie  S.  Markham,  daughter  of 
Chester  Markham  of  Preble.  His  wife  died 
from  the  effects  of  an  injury  received  by  be- 
ing thrown  from  a buggy  in  1892.  A devoted 


husband  and  two  children  mourn  her  death: 
Ella  M.,  and  Finley,  an  efficient  bookkeeper 
of  the  Cortland  Wagon  Co.  The  Captain  is 
a member  of  Grover  Post,  No.  98,  G.  A.  R., 
and  in  the  Masonic  Order  has  advanced  as 
high  as  the  Knight  Templar  degree. 


SYDIA  A.  STROWBRIDGE,  M.  D.,  a 
well  known  and  popular  physician, 
residing  and  practicing  in  Cortland 
village,  is  a daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary  Ann 
(Saxton)  Hammond,  the  latter  a relative  of 
Lieut-Gov.  Saxton  ; our  subject  is  a native 
of  the  town  of  Marathon,  this  county.  The 
family  is  of  English  descent.  Her  grand- 
father, John  Hammond,  was  born  on  Long: 
Island,  and  came  to  Cortland  County  in  1812, 
locating  in  Marathon,  and  following  the  vo- 
cation of  an  agriculturist.  He  was  a Whig 
and  also  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a deacon  for  a number  of  years. 
His  children  were:  John;  Sally,  the  wife 
of  John  Marvin;  Calvin;  Silas;  Luther; 
Noah;  Zopher;  Electa;  George  Washington; 
Phebe  ; Samuel  ; and  Joseph.  Dr.  Strow- 
bridge’s  grandfather  died  in  the  year  1847, 
and  her  grandmother  in  1865. 

Silas  Hammond,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a 
native  of  Long  Island ; he  received  a good, 
common  school  education,  and  then  learned 
the  trade  of  a carpenter  and  joiner,  at  which 
he  worked  in  the  towns  of  Freetown  and 
Marathon.  While  the  erection  of  the  New 
York  Central  College  was  in  progress,  he 
was  engaged  in  soliciting  funds  for  it,  and 
met  with  very  flattering  success.  He  was  a 
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strong  Abolitionist,  and  exerted  all  his  influ- 
ence to  help  overcome  the  terrible  evils  of 
slavery.  He  was  an  earnest,  devout  Chris- 
tian, and  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Freetown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hammond  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Sidney;  Mary 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  J.  C.  Terry;  and  Lydia  A., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Silas  Hammond 
entered  into  that  last  sleep  that  knows  no 
waking  this  side  of  the  resurrection  morn, 
November  20,  1884,  and  six  years  later  his 
faithful  wife  followed  him  into  the  unknown 
world.  They  were  greatly  beloved  by  their 
neighbors,  and  their  deaths  were  felt  as  a 
great  loss  to  the  whole  community. 

Lydia  A.  Hammond  was  married  May  4, 
1851,  to  John  W.  Strowbridge,  a son  of  Hen- 
ry Strowbridge.  Our  subject’s  husband  de- 
parted this  life  very  suddenly  January  1, 
1898  ; he  was  out  driving  in  his  cutter  when 
the  final  summons  came  ; he  had  gone  to  the 
train  to  meet  his  wife,  the  doctor,  but  as  she 
did  not  come  on  the  train  he  expected,  he 
turned  to  go  home,  and  had  gone  but 
a short  distance  when  he  fell  over,  dead.  He 
was  a man  of  scholarly  attainments,  and  for 
a number  of  years  was  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  public  schools.  For  two  years  he  was 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  Cortland,  and  also 
served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Cortland  County, 
being  a strong  and  influential  Republican. 
John  W.  Strowbridge  was  a soldier  in  the 
late  Civil  War,  being  Captain  of  Co.  F.  185th 
Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.;  he  took  part  in  many 
engagements,  and  was  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  when  Lee  surrendered  in  1865. 

Dr.  Strowbridge  received  a much  better 
education  than  most  of  the  }^oung  ladies  of 


her  set.  She  first  attended  the  public  schools, 
then  took  an  academic  course,  after  which 
she  graduated  from  the  Hygeio  Therapeutic 
Medical  College  of  New  York  City,  having 
been  a very  studious  and  hard  working  pupil, 
and  having  stood  well  in  all  her  classes.  She 
first  practiced  in  her  native  town,  but  later 
removed  to  Cortland,  where  she  enjoys  a 
very  large  and  remunerative  practice.  She 
endears  herself  to  her  patients  by  her  sympa- 
thetic manner,  and  the  womanly,  kindly  skill 
displayed  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick.  She 
makes  a specialty  of  the  diseases  and  ailments 
of  women  and  children,  to  which  she  has 
given  especial  study,  but  is  also  quite  as  suc- 
cessful in  treating  all  other  kinds  of  sickness, 
and  has  gained  a reputation  for  skill  and 
success  that  is  second  to  none  in  the  country. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
her  earlier  days,  but  later  united  with  the 
Universalist  Church  of  Cortland,  in  which 
she  is  an  active  worker.  She  is  the  mother 
of  three  children : Clarence,  Silas  H.,  and 
John  W.,  deceased. 


R.  JULIA  H.  SPALDING,  a 
leading  physician  of  Cortland  vil- 
lage, is  a native  of  Rome,  Brad- 
ford County,  Pa.  After  receiving  a common 
school  and  academic  course,  she  determined 
to  enter  the  realms  of  a professional  career. 
That  her  choice  was  excellent  is  alone 
proven  by  her  success,  which  was  accom- 
plished by  a thorough  preparation.  She 
graduated  from  the  Chicago  Homeopathic 
College  in  1877,  obtaining  the  practical  part 
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of  her  education  in  the  Cook  County  Hospi- 
tal of  Chicago.  She  has  made  a special 
study  of  children’s  diseases,  and  the  way 
they  are  treated,  but  woman  has  been  her 
principal  study.  A lady  physician  has  a cer- 
tain advantage  over  her  male  competitors, 
for  the  innate  modesty  and  retiring  disposi- 
tion of  women  render  them  unwilling  to  be 
treated  or  operated  upon  by  one  of  the  op- 
posite sex.  Her  first  field  of  practice  was  in 
Rome,  Pa.,  where  she  remained  for  seven 
years,  after  which  she  located  in  Cortland, 
which  has  since  been  her  field  of  successful 
practice. 

Dr.  Spalding’s  ancestors  are  of  Irish 
descent.  She  is  a daughter  of  Dr.  W.  W. 
Kinney  of  Rome,  Pa.  Her  paternal  great 
grandfather’s  name  was  Joseph  Kinney.  He 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  was  one  of  three 
brothers  who  came  to  this  country  and  set- 
tled in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  where  he 
probably  lived  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  was 
a leading  citizen  and  a man  high  in  public 
favor.  Her  grandfather’s  name  was  George 
Kinney.  He  became  a prominent  politician, 
being  an  avowed  Republican.  He  held 
various  offices,  and  the  duties  of  every  posi- 
tion to  which  he  was  chosen  were  faithfully 
and  honestly  discharged.  His  home  was  in 
Bradford  County,  Pa.  The  highest  office 
with  which  he  was  honored  was  the  repre- 
sentation of  his  district  in  the  State  Senate. 

Dr.  W.  VV.  Kinney,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.  He  was 
one  of  the  very  brightest  physicians  in  the 
county,  and  had  a large  practice.  His  pro- 
fessional attainments  were  superior,  while 
toward  all  he  manifested  a kind  and  gentle- 


manly demeanor,  which  gave  him  the  good 
will  and  respect  of  the  entire  community. 
He  had  fine  natural  abilities  and  a good  edu- 
cation, which  well  fitted  him  to  become  a 
popular  and  successful  physician.  His  use- 
ful career  was  ended  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-seven  years.  His  political  views  were 
patterned  after  those  of  his  father.  Socially, 
he  was  an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Dr.  Kinney  married  Elizabeth  Chaffee  of 
Catskill,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Sullivan 
Chaffee,  and  the  results  of  the  union  were 
six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  Dr. 
Julia  H.  Spalding,  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 
She  married  Edgar  E.  Spalding,  October  14, 
1863.  They  have  reared  one  child,  namely: 
Grace  L.,  born  January  8,  1866,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  H.  Miller.  Dr.  Spalding  is 
a member  of  the  Medico  Chirurgical  Society 
of  Central  New  York;  and  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Homeopathy. 

Julia  Scott,  widow  ot  Dr.  Scott,  a sister 
Dr.  W.  W.  Kinney,  and  for  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  named,  was  a woman  of  scholarly  at- 
tainments, a great  writer,  and  was  endowed 
with  a poetical  mind.  Several  books  were 
the  products  of  her  thought.  She  was  a 
woman  of  many  virtues,  excellent  qualities, 
and  largely  contributed  to  the  success  of  her 
husband.  She  lived  but  thirty-two  years. 


-0TON.  HARLAN  P.  ANDREWS,  an 
r^i  Ex-Member  of  the  State  Assembly, 
v , and  a representative  citizen  of  the 
town  of  Cuyler,  this  county,  is  a son  of 
James  and  Esther  (Clough)  Andrews,  and 
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was  born  in  the  town  of  Fabius,  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  12,  1837. 

The  family  is  of  New  England  stock;  his 
grandfather,  William  Andrews,  was  a native 
of  Winsted,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  born 
August  21,  1766,  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
He  married  Miss  Gosley,  December  3,  1786, 
in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  reared  a family 
of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  were  born 
at  Winsted,  Conn,  as  follows:  Seldon ; 

William  ; Lucy  ; and  James.  The  other  three 
were  born  in  Fabius.  They  were  Elezar; 
Clarissa;  and  Jerusha.  William  Andrews 
made  agriculture  his  life  work  ; he  took  up  a 
tract  of  Government  land,  consisting  of  160 
acres,  in  what  is  now  known  as  Keeney’s 
Settlement.  He  afterward  added  to  this  by 
purchase,  until  he  owned  200  acres,  upon 
which  he  was  at  last  overtaken  by  death. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  took  a very  active  part  in 
all  that  pertained  to  it.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  church  at  Fabius,  filled 
nearly  all  the  offices  at  different  times,  and 
was  class  leader  and  steward.  He  gave  lib- 
erally to  the  cause  so  dear  to  his  heart,  and 
his  house  was  the  home  of  the  ministers  dur- 
ing the  time  the  church  was  in  its  infancy. 
He  was  an  old-line  Whig  and  a strong  Abo- 
litionist, holding  very  decided  views  and  not 
at  all  afraid  in  giving  them  utterance. 

James  Andrews  was  also  a native  of  Win- 
sted, Conn.  Born  April  14,  1796,  coming  to 
New  York  State  at  an  early  age.  His  life  was 
devoted  to  husbandry  and  dairying.  Fifteen 
years  prior  to  his  death  he  moved  to  the  vil- 
lage, where  he  lived  a retired  life  surrounded 
by  his  friends.  He  was  a Republican- Aboli- 


tionist, strong  in  the  cause.  He  united  with 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Fabius  after  his  re- 
moval to  the  village  having  previously  been 
a member  of  the  church  of  the  same  denomi- 
nation at  Keeney’s  Settlement,  where  he  had 
served  in  most  of  the  offices  of  that  body. 
His  wife  was  Esther  Clough,  born  June  18, 
1799,  at  Fabius,  N.  Y.;  she  was  the  mother  of 
seven  children:  Henry,  who  is  an  agricul- 

turist of  Belvidere,  111.;  Harriet,  deceased, 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Reuben  Risle)r 
and  subsequently  to  George  Hayes;  James 
Franklin,  a retired  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  residing  at  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.;  Abel,  deceased;  Elon,  deceased;  Mel- 
vina,  deceased,  wife  of  Seabury  Kinney  ; and 
Harlan  P.,  our  subject. 

Harlan  P.  Andrews  was  educated  at  the 
district  schools  in  Keeney  until  he  had 
reached  his  thirteenth  year,  when  he  was 
found  to  be  sufficiently  advanced  to  enter  the 
High  School  of  Fabius,  which  he  did,  grad- 
uating from  it  a few  years  later.  When 
eighteen  he  entered  Cazenovia  College, 
where  he  spent  two  years  acquiring  a good 
education,  which  was  but  the  nucleus  to 
which  he  has  continually  added  since.  He 
is  a man  of  unusually  bright  intellect,  a close 
observer  and  a keen  student  of  human  nature. 
He  returned  home  from  college,  and  until  he 
was  twenty-five  spent  his  time  there  in  tilling 
the  soil.  He  then  purchased  a farm  of  160 
acres  in  Cuyler,  and  has  since  made  it  his 
home.  He  afterwards  purchased  100  acres 
joining  him  on  the  north,  and  later  the 
100  that  joined  him  on  the  south,  giving  him 
one  of  the  largest  as  well  as  best  farms  in 
that  section.  He  has  entered  quite  exten- 
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sively  into  dairying,  keeping  from  forty-five 
to  sixty-five  cows.  He  was  formerly  a cattle 
dealer  and  very  successful,  but  his  attention 
has  been  centered  principally  in  the  dairy  for 
several  years  past.  Every  building  on  his 
farm  is  in  good  condition  and  the  stock  has 
the  best  of  care  ; thrift  and  order  are  every- 
where visible. 

Mr.  Andrews  has  been  twice  married. 
He  was  first  married  to  Phoebe  P.  Brown, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Brown  of  Cuyler,  De- 
cember 4,  1861.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them  : Burnett  B.  lives  near  Syracuse  on  a 

farm  ; Mertie,  wife  of  George  Loomis,  a mer- 
chant of  Cazenovia ; Lina,  wife  of  Walter 
Keeney  of  Keeney’s  Settlement.  After  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Andrews,  he  placed  Marian 
Bogardus  at  the  head  of  his  household.  She 
is  a daughter  of  Israel  Bogardus,  a Quaker 
of  Belvidere,  111.  Four  children  have  blessed 
this  union  : Howard  I.,  a graduate  of  Syra- 

cuse University,  class  of  1895,  and  at  present 
a student  of  Drew  Theological  Seminary  of 
Madison,  N.  J.;  Mildred,  a student  at  Cazeno- 
via College ; Irene  and  Louise,  both  pupils  in 
the  district  school  at  their  home.  The  young- 
est two  are  assiduous  in  their  studies  and 
give  promise  of  a brilliant  future,  and  their 
father  is  sparing  no  pains  to  give  them  every 
advantage  in  the  way  of  a good  education. 
Mr.  Andrews  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  interests  of  the  Republican  party  in  Cort- 
land County  for  many  years,  serving  as  asses- 
sor, three  terms  as  supervisor,  one  term  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  as  assemblyman  in 
1884  and  1885.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  although  for- 
merly a Baptist,  and  an  attendant  of  that 


church  at  Keeney’s  Settlement,  where  he 
has  filled  most  of  the  offices.  Both  himself 
and  wife  are  ever  willing  to  lend  a hand 
to  any  good  work,  no  matter  by  what  sect 
it  may  be  fathered  and  advanced,  so  that  it 
has  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  human- 
ity, or  some  portion  of  it.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  Truxton  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. 


(^t*»^LBERT  RICE,  a prosperous,  enter- 

H prising  agriculturist  of  the  town  of 
/j»\.  , Cincinnatus,  is  a son  of  Jason  and 
Caroline  (Wicks)  Rice,  and  was  born  August 
28,  1842,  in  the  town  of  Taylor,  Cortland 
County,  this  state.  William  Rice,  his  grand- 
father, was  a native  of  Connecticut,  but  left 
that  state  about  1797,  when  but  a boy,  and 
located  in  Taylor,  this  county,  where  he  be- 
came one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  in 
this  section  of  the  country. 

Among  the  children  who  survived  him 
was  Jason  Rice,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  biography.  He  was  born  about  1807  in 
this  county,  and  spent  the  greater  portion  of 
his  life  on  the  farm  in  Cincinnatus.  He  was 
a Republican  in  politics,  but  never  took  an 
active  part  in  public  life,  as  he  found  more 
enjoyment  in  a quiet  domestic  existence.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline 
Wicks,  who  was  the  mother  of  his  two  chil- 
dren : Albert,  and  Marvin,  who  died  young. 

Albert  Rice  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  after  leaving  which  he 
started  in  life  on  his  own  account.  He  had 
an  inherited  as  well  as  an  acquired  taste  for 
agriculture,  and  to  this  occupation  he  turned 
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his  attention,  becoming  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous and  successful  of  farmers.  He  owns 
422  acres  of  fine  land,  which  is  highly  culti- 
vated, and  each  farm  is  supplied  with  build- 
ings suitable  for  its  requirements.  He  is  a 
progressive  man,  and  is  quick  to  see  and  take 
advantage  of  a method  that  will  be  of  benefit 
to  him.  He  is  a Republican,  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  office,  although  it  has 
been  the  wish  of  his  friends  that  he  might 
break  over  his  rules  and  allow  his  name  to 
be  placed  before  the  people.  Mr.  Rice  is 
known  as  one  of  the  county’s  most  substan- 
tial and  influential  men,  and  stands  high  in 
the  esteem  of  his  neighbors.  The  publishers 
of  this  work  take  pleasure  in  presenting,  on 
a foregoing  page,  an  excellent  portrait  of  Mr. 
Rice,  executed  from  a very  recent  photo- 
graph. 


TT^URTIS  L.  KINNEY,  one  of  Cort- 
I jp  land’s  most  enterprising  citizens,  and 
president  of  the  Cortland  Forging 
Co.,  was  born  at  McGrawville,  this  county, 
August  7,  1852.  He  is  a son  of  Col.  Curtis 
L.  Kinney,  Sr.,  and  a grandson  of  Eleazer 
Kinney,  who  at  an  early  date  came  to  Cort- 
land from  New  England  in  the  family  of  his 
lather,  James  Kinney.  James  Kinney  had 
been  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  at  its  close  determined  to  find  a home 
for  himself  and  family  in  the  wilds  of  the 
newly  won  country.  He  took  up  and 
cleared  an  extensive  tract  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Homer,  this  county,  and  there 
busied  himself  in  the  manifold  and  arduous 


duties  of  a pioneer  farmer  all  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life.  Eleazer  Kinney  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  being  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  where  he,  too,  lived  out  an 
honorable  and  useful  life.  He  served  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

Col.  Curtis  L.  Kinney  decided,  when  it 
came  time  for  choosing,  upon  a mercantile 
career  for  himself,  so  he  located  at  McGraw- 
ville, and  was  there  in  business  for  forty-two 
consecutive  years.  His  place  of  business 
was  the  site  that  is  now  occupied  by  Mar- 
icle  & Johnson.  He  was  not  only  a suc- 
cessful man  in  all  that  term  implies,  but  he 
became  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
respected  men  of  his  section.  He  had  time 
to  devote  to  many  matters  of  public  moment. 
Joining  the  state  militia,  he  was  commis- 
sioned a colonel,  a title  that  clung  to  him  all 
his  life  thereafter.  He  served  for  a long 
time  as  supervisor,  his  nomination  always 
being  the  signal  for  a rousing  majority.  He 
was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  in  the  councils  of  those  parties 
he  was  always  a valued  adviser.  Mr.  Kin- 
ney had  two  brothers  who  attained  more 
than  ordinary  prominence.  One  was  Milton 
A.  Kinney,  who  owned  and  edited  the  first 
newspaper  printed  in  Skaneateles ; it  was 
called  the  Observer,  and  was  successfully 
managed  by  him  for  over  thirty  years.  The 
other  brother,  James  Kinney,  was  also  a 
newspaper  man.  He  was  until  his  death  the 
editor  of  the  leading  daily  of  Syracuse,  the 
Daily  Star.  This  was  the  first  daily  ever 
issued  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  This  paper  sub- 
sequently changed  its  name,  and  is  now  pub 
lished  under  the  title  of  Syracuse  Daily 
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Standard.  Col.  Kinney  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage with  Carmelia  Salisbury,  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  Salisbury,  one  of  Cortland’s  pio- 
neer founders.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Rienzi,  deceased;  Edwin  C.;  Harriet 
N.,  deceased;  Mason  S.,  deceased;  James, 
deceased;  Curtis  L.,  our  subject;  Elmer, 
deceased;  and  Sarah,  now  living  in  Cortland. 
Edwin  C.  Kinney  is  now  a commercial 
traveler,  and  makes  his  home  in  Cortland. 
He  served  through  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
with  distinction,  being  a member  of  Co.  K, 
157th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Chancellorsville,  and  incarcer- 
ated in  Libby  Prison,  but  was  afterwards 
exchanged.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
in  1865.  Edwin  C.  Kinney’s  wife  was  Miss 
Sarah  Johnson,  daughter  of  Nathan  Johnson. 
Mason  S.  Kinney  served  from  1864  to  the 
close  of  the  war  in  the  same  company  as  his 
brother;  he  is  now  deceased.  Col.  Curtis  L. 
Kinney,  father  of  these  sons,  died  at  Mc- 
Grawville,  the  scene  of  his  life’s  work,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  attained  sixty-nine 
years. 

Curtis  L.  Kinney,  Jr.,  received  his  edu- 
cation at  the  Cortland  Academy  and  the 
Normal  School.  He  then  entered  the  Cort- 
land Wagon  Co.’s  Works,  where  he  was  for 
five  years  assistant  time-keeper.  It  was  there 
he  gained  a great  deal  of  knowledge  as  to 
manufacturing  methods,  which  qualified  him 
to  assume  the  management  of  the  Cortland 
Top  and  Rail  Co.’s  manufacturing  establish- 
ment, where  he  remained  another  five  years 
as  manager  and  treasurer.  In  1890  he 

formed  a company  known  as  the  Cortland 
18* 


Forging  Co.,  which  consisted  of  Mr.  D.  F. 
Wallace,  president,  himself  vice-president 
and  general  manager,  and  J.  Hub.  Wallace 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  They  bought  two 
and  one-half  acres  of  James  Jenman,  and 
thereon  erected  a large  plant  for  the  manu- 
facture of  bow  sockets  and  carriage  top 
supplies.  Besides  these  lines,  they  manufac- 
ured  a large  line  of  specialties  and  fittings. 
This  fine  plant  was  wiped  out  of  existence 
by  fire  April  7,  1896.  Not  at  all  disheartened 
by  the  heavy  loss,  Mr.  Kinney  at  once  inter- 
ested C.  M.  Stone  and  C.  E.  Titchener  of 
Binghamton,  who  with  our  subject  bought 
out  the  Messrs.  Wallace’s  interests.  The 
three  gentlemen  in  the  month  of  June,  1896, 
began  to  rebuilt  the  plant.  On  August  1st  of 
the  same  year  active  business  was  begun  in 
the  new  establishment.  Their  plant  is  a 
model  in  its  way.  The  main  building  is  of 
brick,  340x40  feet  on  the  ground;  to  this 
add  an  engine  and  power  house,  also  of 
brick,  30x60x48,  an  office  20x30,  and  a 
stock  room  24x60.  They  use  an  engine  of 
150  horse  power.  The  plant  is  lighted  by 
electricity,  furnished  by  three  dynamos, 
which  have  enough  additional  capacity  to  do 
the  electric  welding.  This  factory  has  one 
of  the  three  largest  japanning  rooms  in  the 
state.  Over  150  skilled  workmen  find  em- 
ployment in  this  enterprise,  and  the  output 
commands  the  best  markets,  not  only  in  this 
country,  but  also  abroad.  Every  piece  of 
forged  metal,  which  this  company  put  out,  is 
made  up  from  not  only  the  best  of  selected 
stock,  but  it  is  shaped  by  men  who  know 
their  business,  and  goes  through  the  closest 
kind  of  scrutiny  before  being  shipped  to  the 


382 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


consumer.  Mr.  Kinney  is  the  practical  man 
in  charge,  and  he  well  knows  how  to  get  and 
then  hold  customers  by  furnishing  them 
with  just  what  they  want. 

Mr.  Kinney  took  for  his  wife  Mittie  Alger, 
a daughter  of  Wesley  Alger  of  Cortland. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  them  : 
Maude  A.  and  Wesley  A.  Though  a very 
busy  man,  Mr.  Kinney  enjoys  social  and  fra- 
ternal relations  of  the  most  desirable  kind. 
He  is  a Mason  of  high  rank,  and  a member 
of  many  local  organizations.  As  a citizen  he 
is  progressive  and  public-spirited.  In  the 
business  world  he  is  everywhere  known  as  a 
man  of  indomitable  spirit,  extreme  integrity, 
and  correct  methods.  He  has  met  with  mis- 
fortune and  recovered  from  it  without  a 
scar.  The  growing  and  important  interests 
he  directs  are  the  result  of  a master-hand 
and  a master-mind.  They  are  of  the  utmost 
value,  not  only  to  the  people  of  Cortland, 
but  to  the  manufacturing  world  as  well.  Mr. 
Kinney  is  recognized  as  the  moving  spirit 
of  it  all,  and  is  accordingly  esteemed  and 
respected. 


/UTrc 


ROVE  T.  MAXSON.  This  leading 
and  representative  citizen  of  the 
village  of  Cortland  bears  an  important  re- 
lation to  the  business  life  of  the  community 
as  manager  of  the  well-known  house  of 
Maxson  & Starin,  dealers  in  Scranton  coal, 
soft  coal,  wood,  lime,  plaster,  fertilizers,  etc., 
and  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  G.  T.  Max- 
son  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  artificial  stone, 
and  layers  of  Portland  cement  side-walks  and 


driveways.  In  him  are  united  the  splendid 
business  qualifications  of  energy,  method 
and  strict  probity. 

Mr.  Maxson  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a son  of  Norman 
and  Caroline  (Eaton)  Maxson.  Norman 
Maxson  was  a highly  respected  agriculturist 
of  Onondaga  County,  and  very  progressive 
and  wide-awake  for  his  time.  He  lived  to 
be  seventy-five  years  of  age,  leaving  at  his 
death  a widow  and  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren, who  had  grown  up,  and  were  occupying 
then  positions  of  responsibility  in  various 
walks  of  life. 

Our  subject’s  first  days  of  manhood  were 
spent  at  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  father's 
farm.  He  then  entered  upon  the  manu- 
facture of  oil  cloth,  the  firm  being  known  as 
the  Homer  Oil  Cloth  Co.,  the  product  being 
chiefly  used  for  carriages  and  cutters.  Two 
years  more  were  spent  in  Onondaga  County, 
before  coming  to  Cortland,  doing  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Farnham  & Maxson 
in  wholesale  and  retail  meats,  cattle,  and 
stock  of  all  kinds.  When  his  cousin,  Faron 
Maxson,  brother  of  Byron  Maxson  of  the 
firm  of  Maxson  & Starin,  died,  he  took  his 
place  as  manager  of  the  company,  and  has 
since  directed  the  business  of  one  of  the 
largest  coal  houses  in  Cortland  County.  It 
is  likewise  one  of  the  oldest,  for  it  was 
thrown  open  for  the  patronage  of  the  people 
and  conducted  from  that  date  until  1865  by 
S.  D.  Freer.  The  premises  occupied  by  the 
company  are  conveniently  located  near  the 
D.,  F.  & W.  R.  R.  depot,  and  include  a large 
warehouse,  which  is  completely  stocked  with 
all  grades  of  Scranton  coal,  lime  and  plaster, 
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which  are  procured  direct  from  the  mines 
and  manufacturers,  and  are  supplied  to  the 
trade  at  the  lowest  prices.  The  magnitude 
of  their  trade  may  be  imagined  from  the 
statement  that  they  handle  upwards  of  12,000 
tons  of  their  products  in  a year.  They  are 
also  sole  agents  for  Mape’s  Special  Manures, 
Pacific  Guano,  and  Empire  Portland  Cement. 
On  account  of  the  location  and  the  number 
of  men  employed,  every  facility  is  enjoyed 
for  the  prompt  fulfillment  of  all  orders, 
whether  large  or  small.  The  firm  enjoys 
exceptional  advantages  in  the  way  of  pur- 
chasing supplies,  and  being  keen  and  obliging 
business  men,  they  share  these  favors  with 
their  customers,  thereby  attracting  a large 
patronage.  The  house  of  Maxson  & Starin 
was  established  as  constituted  at  present  in 
1884,  since  which  time  it  has  continued  to 
grow  with  ever  increasing  prosperity,  for 
which  our  subject  by  his  wise  direction  of 
affairs  is  in  no  small  degree  responsible.  He 
has  added  many  improvements  that  sug- 
gested themselves  to  his  fertile  mind,  and 
has  added  wonderfully  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  service.  The  firm  of  G.  T.  Maxson  & 
Co.,  of  which  our  subject  is  the  head,  has  a 
wide-established  reputation,  that  extends 
over  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  New 
England.  They  do  a large  business  in  laying 
cement  walks  and  drive-ways,  and  in  this 
work  are  unexcelled  by  any  other  firm  in  the 
Empire  State. 

Mr.  Maxson  in  his  political  preferences  is 
decided,  and  unhesitatingly  avows  his  alle- 
giance to  Republican  doctrines  and  prin- 
ciples. He  and  his  wife  are  attendants  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a member  of 


Preble  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  His  wife,  Etta,  is 
a daughter  of  one  of  the  representative  and 
substantial  business  men  of  Homer.  They 
have  four  children,  namely  : Earl  E.  and  Paul 
J.,  twins,  nine  years  of  age  ; Mark  H.,  seven 
years  old;  and  Walter,  who  has  passed  the 
five  year  mark  on  the  journey  of  life. 


T^HARLES  O.  NEWTON.  This  gen- 
I jr'  tleman,  whose  residence  is  in  Homer 
^ township,  Cortland  County,  is  well 
known  wherever  the  name  of  Homer  is  men- 
tioned. His  landed  interests  in  and  about 
the  town  have  claimed  for  many  years  all  the 
time  that  he  has  devoted  to  business.  He  is 
a prominent  citizen,  public-spirited,  generous 
and  liberal,  and  has  ever  labored  zealously  to 
promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
town  and  county. 

Mr.  Newton  is  of  English  descent;  his  an- 
cestors coming  from  Lancashire,  Eng.,  landed 
in  Boston,  1640.  Some  settled  in  Monson, 
Mass.,  where  lived  Stephen  G.  Newton,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  to  whom  Avere 
born  six  sons,  each  reaching  the  height  of 
six  feet  or  over,  so  there  was  “ nothing  small 
about  the  NeAvtons.” 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Brimfield,  but  the  family  moved  to  Monson, 
and  his  education  was  in  Monson  Academy. 
After  his  school  days  were  passed  he  was 
clerk  in  the  store  of  his  father  until  about 
1850,  when  he  came  to  Homer  and  opened  a 
mercantile  business  for  himself.  In  1852  he 
married  Elizabeth,  the  only  child  of  Lemuel 
D.  Newton  and  Betsey  Merrick,  his  wife. 
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These  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
place,  and  it  has  been  authoritatively  stated 
that  the  first  religious  services  of  the  settle- 
ment were  under  ‘ The  Maples”  of  their 
home.  When  “ War  waged  its  wide  desola- 
tion, and  threatened  the  land  to  deform,” 
Mr.  Newton  relinquished  his  business  and 
gave  his  services  to  his  country.  In  1863  a 
death  occurred  in  the  family,  which  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  resign. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton  have  been  born 
two  children,  William,  who  died  at  seven 
years  of  age,  and  Frank  M.,  a graduate  of 
Cornell  University,  now  living  at  the  family 
home. 

Mr.  Newton  is  very  pronounced  in  his  po- 
litical tendencies,  and  makes  no  secret  of  sup- 
porting in  every  way  in  his  power  the  Re- 
publican party.  His  influence  is  quite  ex- 
tended, and  he  has  filled  satisfactorily  a num- 
ber of  township  offices. 

■ ^ ■ 

(sJT'r'NDREW  J.  BABCOCK,  a prominent 
\ farmer  and  stock  dealer  of  Cortland 
s y „ County,  residing  in  the  town  of 
Scott,  is  a son  of  Hon.  Raymond  P.  and 
Olive  (Denison)  Babcock,  and  was  born  in 
Scott  township,  one  and  one-half  miles  south 
of  Scott  village,  November  28,  1828.  Luke 
Babcock,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
moved  to  Cortland  County  and  settled  in  the 
town  of  Scott,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced 
age. 

Hon.  Raymond  Babcock  was  a native  of 
Massachusetts  ; with  his  father,  he  emigrated 


to  the  town  of  Scott  and  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Cottrell.  He  was  one  of 
the  pushing  business  men  of  Cortland 
County,  and  few  men  possessed  greater 
energy  and  will  power,  the  elements  of  char- 
acter that  carried  him  to  the  front  in  business 
circles.  He  followed  farming  all  his  life  and 
always  owned  from  one  to  six  farms,  being  a 
speculator  in  land  as  well  as  in  stock.  He  built 
a great  deal  and  did  everything  that  could 
be  done  toward  the  cultivation  of  his  land. 
Politically,  he  served  his  fellow  citizens  in 
many  positions  of  honor  and  responsibility, 
both  public  and  private  in  their  nature. 
Always  an  untiring  and  consistent  Republi- 
can, laboring  zealously  and  conscientiously 
in  behalf  of  party  interests,  he  devoted  much 
personal  labor  and  considerable  expenditure 
of  money  toward  Republican  success.  He 
held  various  positions,  such  as  supervisor, 
Member  of  Assembly  from  Cortland  County, 
and  justice  of  the  peace,  offices  he  filled  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 
In  religious  views  he  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Sociall)r,  he  was  a public- 
spirited  man,  and  lent  his  aid  and  influence 
to  the  advancement  of  measures,  which  he 
believed  would  be  conducive  to  the  public 
welfare;  thus  he  contributed  largely  to 
libraries  and  other  philanthropic  institutions. 
He  was  married  to  Olive  Denison,  and 
six  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Lucv,  deceased  ; Andrew  J.,  the  subject  of 
this  personal  history ; George,  deceased ; 
Adelia  (Hathaway),  Hurvey,  a resident  of 
Dakota;  and  Olive  A.,  who  lives  in  Scott. 
For  his  second  wife  he  chose  Phoebe  Camp, 
and  one  child  was  born  to  them,  who  is  now 
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deceased.  Mr.  Babcock  passed  from  this 
life  at  his  home  near  Skaneateles  Lake.  His 
memory  is  held  in  dear  esteem  by  hosts  of 
his  friends,  who  knew  him  as  an  honest,  up- 
right man. 

Andrew  J.  Babcock  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  town,  and  remained  there 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he 
moved  to  Moravia,  where  he  remained  for 
several  years,  returning  afterwards  to  the 
town  of  Scott,  where  he  has  lived  since.  In 
1848  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lydia 
Barber,  daughter  of  Garner  Barber  of  Scott. 
Mr.  Babcock  has  always  been  a farmer,  and 
has  dealt  extensively  in  fast  horses,  this  hav- 
ing been  almost  his  sole  occupation  for 
twenty  years.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch 
Republican. 


URDETTE  J.  SALISBURY  is  a 
resident  of  Little  York,  town  of 
Homer,  this  county,  Avho  may  be 
regarded  as  a true  example  of  the  best  class 
of  American  citizenship.  His  name  has 
come  down  to  him  through  a long  line  of 
patriotic  ancestors,  who  bore  full  well  their 
part  in  all  the  struggles  that  have  resulted  in 
the  liberties  and  freedom  which  we  now  en- 
joy. The  family  is  of  English  extraction,  the 
original  head  of  the  American  branch  com- 
ing to  this  country  about  the  year  1640,  in 
company  with  two  younger  brothers.  Being 
opposed  to  the  political  and  religious  tenden- 
cies of  King  Charles  1,  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  their  home  by  stealth,  with  no  word  to 


their  friends  and  relatives  as  to  their  ultimate 
destination.  They  came  into  the  colonies 
directly  from  North  Wales,  where  they  had 
sojourned  for  a time.  One  of  the  brothers, 
John,  was  killed  by  the  Narragansett  Indians 
near  Mt.  Elope  in  1665,  and  this  act,  if  not  an 
immediate  cause,  did  much  to  hasten  King 
Phillip’s  War. 

The  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  article  was  a resident  of  Warwick,  and 
later  of  Cranston,  Rhode  Island.  His  wife 
was  a Miss  Pierce,  and  to  them  were  born 
seven  children  : Peleg,  known  as  the  “ big 
man  of  Warwick;”  Martin;  Job;  Urial;  Na- 
than, grandfather  of  Burdette  J.;  Rebecca; 
and  Phoebe. 

Nathan  Salisbury,  Sr.,  was  born  December 
1,  1751,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  married 
Abigail  Stone,  who  was  two  years  his  junior. 
She  was  the  only  daughter  of  Deacon  James 
Stone  of  Cranston,  a descendant  of  Hugh 
Stone,  the  stolen  boy,  and  ancestor  of  the 
Stone  family  in  America.  The  mother  of 
Abigail  (Stone)  Salisbury  was  of  the  cele- 
brated Brown  family,  of  which  John  Brown, 
the  founder  of  Rhode  Island  College,  now 
Brown  University,  at  Providence  R.  I.,  was 
a member.  Nathan  Salisbury,  Sr.,  was  lieu- 
tenant of  the  company  of  men  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Burgess,  that  fired  into 
the  British  Frigate  Gaspie  a short  time  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
This,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  one  of  the 
series  of  events  that  led  up  to  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  Mr.  Salisbury  resided 
at  Cranston  until  1795,  when  he  removed  to 
Providence  ; he  lived  in  the  latter  city  until 
1803,  when  he  betook  himself  to  Hartford, 
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Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  purchased  a 
farm.  After  a three  years’  residence  he  re- 
moved to  Cazenovia,  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
and  in  the  year  following  came  to  Homer, 
Cortland  County,  in  the  fall,  buying  a farm 
on  Cold  Brook,  and  moving  on  to  it.  He  re- 
sided on  the  latter  place  until  his  death,  No- 
vember 4,  1817.  Mr.  Salisbury  and  his  hon- 
ored wife  were  the  parents  ol  twelve  chil- 
dren : Waity  ; Sally;  John;  Joseph;  Martin, 
who  died  on  a return  voyage  from  China  ; 
Anna;  Mary;  Lucinda;  Ambrose;  Cynthia; 
Nathan,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject ; and 
Phoebe.  At  the  time  Mr.  Salisbury  settled 
on  Cold  Brook,  the  stillness  of  night  was 
not  infrequently  broken  by  the  cries  of 
wolves  and  other  wild  animals,  and  it  became 
a quite  common  occurrence  for  deer  to  come 
out  into  the  clearing  almost  to  the  very  doors 
of  the  cabin.  Game  of  all  sorts  was  abund- 
ant, and  the  cool,  sparkling  waters  of  the 
streams  fairly  teemed  with  trout  and  others 
of  the  finny  tribe. 

Nathan  Salisbury,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Crans- 
ton, October  10,  1793.  He  came  into  the 
new  country  with  the  family,  and  in  1813  was 
baptized  and  received  into  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Homer  by  the  Rev.  Alfred 
Bennett.  Subsequently  he  changed  his  mem- 
bership to  the  Baptist  Church  of  Scott, 
where  a large  and  flourishing  society  existed 
for  many  years.  Always  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  young,  Mr.  Salisbury,  though 
scarcely  more  than  a youth  himself,  devoted 
much  time  to  organizing  and  conducting 
Sabbath  Schools.  Alive  to  temporal  matters, 
he,  in  1815,  bought  a farm  on  Lot  95  of  Scott 
township  ; this  estate  has  ever  since  been 


known  by  the  euphonious  name  of  Evergreen 
Terrace,  and  is  the  home-gathering  place  of 
the  Salisbury  family.  When  Mr.  Salisbury 
first  purchased  the  tract,  it  was  covered  with 
a dense,  unbroken  forest,  but  as  soon  as  the 
second  summer  he  had  cleared  enough  so  as 
to  be  able  to  raise  two  acres  of  corn,  and  in 
1 8 1 8 he  was  able  to  harvest  thirty  acres  of  fine 
wheat.  Thus  gradually,  the  forest  retreated, 
and  fertile,  arable  land  came  forth,  but  it  was 
not  without  the  hardest  kind  of  labor  and 
serious  drawbacks  that  it  was  accomplished. 
Lucretia  Babcock  became  thewifeof  Nathan 
Salisbury,  June  21,  1818.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Mary  (Gibbs)  Babcock,  who 
came  into  Scott  township  from  Blandford, 
Mass.,  about  the  year  1815.  Mrs.  Salisbury 
was  born  September  30,  1792,  and  spent  all 
her  married  life  at  Evergreen  Terrace,  drop- 
ping into  that  last  final  sleep  which  knows  no 
waking,  in  1889.  Her  husband  was  not  long 
separated  from  her  by  death,  but  followed 
her  the  next  year,  and  rejoined  her  on  the 
other  shore.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Salisbury  all  grew  up  on  the  homestead  ; 
they  were  named:  Amanda  A.;  Charles  B; 
Dr.  James  H.,  a prominent  and  well-to-do 
physician  of  New  York  City  ; Milton  L.,  de- 
ceased; Burdette  J.,  subject  of  our  history; 
Charlotte  O.;  William  W.;  and  Nathan,  Jr., 
a farmer  of  the  town  of  Scott,  whose  life  his- 
tory may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
work. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  above  all  a man, 
who  could  be  trusted,  and  he  enjoyed  the 
love  and  esteem  of  all  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  know  him.  Possessed  of  good 
judgment  and  endowed  richly  with  persever- 
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ance,  he  carried  through  to  a successful  ter- 
mination his  every  undertaking.  Despite  the 
hard,  grinding  labor  of  the  pioneer,  he  found 
time  to  look  after  the  gentler  and  more  re- 
fined side  of  life.  He  loved  flowers,  and 
seldom  could  his  beds  produce  too  many. 
He  liked  cattle  and  sheep  of  fine  breeds,  and 
his  estate  was  noted  for  the  extra  quality  of 
its  fruit.  Several  excellent  varieties  of  seed- 
ling pears  were  originated  on  his  farm.  As 
an  agriculturist,  his  fields  were  handled 
with  skill,  hence  good  crops  and  full  gran- 
aries resulted.  Loving  the  natural  sciences, 
he  collected  and  arranged  in  the  home  a 
cabinet  of  rocks,  fossils  and  minerals,  than 
which  few  private  collections  could  be  bet- 
ter; this  cabinet  is  now  the  prized  possession 
of  his  son,  James  H.  All  in  all,  Nathan  Salis- 
bury was  a true  gentleman  of  the  old  school, 
— intelligent,  courteous  and  refined,  he  was 
the  kind  of  a man  to  make  a lasting  impres- 
sion of  good  on  all  societies,  which  were  so 
fortunate  as  to  number  him  among  their 
members. 

Burdette  J.  Salisbury  was  born  and  reared 
at  Evergreen  Terrace.  He  came  into  this 
life  October  30,  1828.  He  was  trained  in 
scholastic  lines  at  the  time-honored  Homer 
Academy.  Completing  his  education  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four,  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-buying.  Especially  fortunate  was 
he  in  the  latter  business  during  the  war.  He 
also  had  money  invested  in  the  manufacture 
of  shoe  pegs,  having  a factory  at  Little  York, 
on  Little  York  Lake,  where  he  made  pegs  by 
the  thousand  bushels;  a unique  but  neverthe- 
less an  exceedingly  useful  industry.  He  re- 
tired from  this  business  in  1878,  and  has 


latterly  devoted  himself  to  the  care  of  his 
farms.  In  addition  to  the  home  place,  he 
owns  a farm  in  Little  York,  and  one  in  Ca)r- 
uga  County.  He  has  a herd  of  fine  Hol- 
steins,  of  which  any  man  might  well  be 
proud,  and  is  also  a breeder  of  valuable 
horses.  Always  active  in  public  affairs,  he 
is  a leading  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  his  section,  and  has  most  acceptably  filled 
many  offices  of  trust.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Little  York  Grange,  and  takes  great 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  agricultural 
classes. 

His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1862,  was 
before  her  union  to  him  Elmira  Ellsworth, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Ellsworth  of  Venice, 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  They  have  two 
children:  Orlando  B.,  a druggist  of  New 

York  City,  and  a graduate  of  the  College  of 
Pharmacy  of  the  same  city;  and  Frank  N.,  a 
farmer  and  produce  dealer,  whose  wife  is 
Jennie  (Squires)  Salisbury. 

Our  subject  is  a man,  wherever  he  is 
known,  who  is  respected  for  his  sterling 
qualities.  He  has,  like  all  men,  had  oppor- 
tunities, but  unlike  the  most  of  men,  he  has 
made  the  most  of  them.  He  takes  a broad, 
expansive  view  of  life,  in  this  respect  very 
similar  to  his  honored  father.  He  has 
knowledge  of  many  other  interests  than  the 
one  with  which  he  is  intimately  connected, 
and  in  all  matters  his  judgment  is  known  to 
be  sound.  He  is  the  heir  to  a good  name, 
and  that  same  good  name  he  proposes  to 
hand  down  to  posterity  with  no  tarnish  or 
mar  to  detract  from  its  lustre.  On  a preced- 
ing page  we  present  the  portraits  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burdette  J.  Salisbury. 
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HENRY  HOWES,  a leading  farmer 
and  dealer  in  live  stock  of  the  town 

_ of  Cuyler,  was  born  June  6,  1857, 

at  De  Ruyter,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  He 
is  a son  of  Le  Roy  H.  and  Mary  J.  (Rider) 
Howes,  and  a grandson  of  Zohar  Howes. 
His  great-grandfather  was  Ebenezer  Howes, 
who  came  from  Tolland,  Conn.,  and  settled 
in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained the  rest  of  his  life. 

Zohar  Howes  was  born  January  1,  177 1,  at 
Peterboro,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  In  that 
locality  he  passed  most  of  his  life  and  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a farmer.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a deacon  ; he  was  a regular 
attendant,  and  even  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  was  not  considered  a sufficient 
excuse  for  his  absence.  His  life-companion 
was  before  her  marriage  Lucy  Whiting,  a 
native  of  Peterboro,  who  was  born  January 
17,  1781.  As  a result  of  this  union,  seven 
children  were  born,  Le  Roy  being  the 
youngest. 

Le  Roy  H.  Howes  was  born  at  Peterboro, 
May  30,  1819,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
years  settled  at  De  Ruyter.  Besides  farming, 
he  speculated  extensively  in  land,  live  stock, 
and  hops.  Lie  was  a man  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county.  He  was  a 
Republican  and  took  a deep  interest  in  pol- 
itics, but  never  aspired  to  office.  September 
10,  1840,  he  married  Mary  J.  Rider,  a daugh- 
ter of  Zenas  Rider,  who  was  a native  and 
lifelong  resident  of  De  Ruyter.  They  reared 
a family  of  six  children — five  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Mr.  Howes  passed  away  Septem- 
ber 20,  1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 


Henry  Howes’  primary  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  school,  after  which  he 
attended  the  De  Ruyter  Institute.  He  was 
not  yet  sixteen  when  he  began  to  teach 
school,  but  he  proved  a most  efficient 
instructor.  After  teaching  three  terms  he 
bought  the  book  store  owned  by  P.  A.  Bur- 
dick, and  conducted  this  for  about  nine 
months.  In  the  fall  of  1876  he  opened  a 
store  in  De  Ru)’ter  for  the  sale  of  books, 
stationery,  etc.,  and  successfully  carried  this 
on  for  five  years.  March  8,  1882,  he  moved 
to  the  town  of  Cuyler,  where  he  purchased 
an  excellent  farm  of  300  acres,  upon  which 
he  resided  for  the  following  fourteen  years. 
He  next  moved  to  his  present  location  on  a 
farm  east  of  Cuyler,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  For  the  past  twelve  years,  in  con- 
nection with  his  farming,  he  has  dealt  exten- 
sively in  live  stock,  doing  a business  of 
$40,000  per  year.  The  farm  upon  which  he 
lives  consists  of  sixty  acres  of  fine  farm 
land,  and  is  well  supplied  with  good  substan- 
tial buildings,  necessary  for  carrying  on  his 
business. 

Mr.  Howes  formed  a matrimonial  alliance 
with  M.  Delphine  Baker,  daughter  of  Lafay- 
ette Baker,  a resident  of  Lincklaen,  Chenan- 
go County,  January  21,  1878.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren : Maud  A.;  and  Helen  Marguerite. 

Our  subject  is  a man  of  much  prominence 
in  politics,  and  is  an  unswerving  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  faithfully 
filled  many  offices  of  trust,  and  has  a large 
and  pleasant  acquaintance  with  the  promi- 
nent men  of  the  party  throughout  the  state. 
In  1890,  ’gi,  and  ’92,  he  represented  the  town 
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of  Cuyler  on  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the 
county.  In  1894  he  was  honored  by  being 
made  chairman  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee.  He  was  the  Independent  Re- 
publican candidate  lor  Member  of  Assembly 
in  1897.  He  is  a man  of  intelligence  and 
quickness  of  perception,  well  read  and  in- 
formed on  all  subjects  of  interest  to  the 
people,  and  is  a pleasant  speaker  in  public. 
He  is  a popular  man,  well  spoken  of  by  the 
press,  and  has  all  of  the  qualifications  neces- 
sary for  making  a good  representative. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  following 
lodges:  De  Ruyter  Lodge,  No.  692,  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Cortland  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  Cort- 
land Commandery,  No.  50,  K.  T. ; Cuyler 
Lodge,  No.  701,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  Cuyler  Grange, 
No.  449,  Patrons  of  Husbandry  ; and  the 
De  Ruyter  Lodge  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 


B.  WARREN,  a retired  druggist  of 
I j|  McGrawville,  is  a son  of  Ransom 
and  Harriet  L.  (Safford)  Warren, 
and  was  born  May  9,  1839,  in  the  town  of 
Solon,  N.  Y. 

Russel  Warren,  his  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island  and  married  Lois 
Pierce,  who  was  a native  of  Connecticut. 
He  came  first  to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y , and 
remained  there  until  1817,  when  he  moved  to 
the  town  of  Solon,  this  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  blacksmithing  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  then  took  up  his  resi- 
dence at  McGrawville  and  followed  black- 
smithing;  he  farmed  again  for  a short  time 
and  spent  his  last  years  in  McGrawville, 


where  he  died  in  1862.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  a Democrat.  He 
was  the  father  of  ten  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  and  eight  grew  to  adult 
years. 

Ransom  Warren  the  father,  was  born  in 
Otsego  County.  His  youth  was  spent  on  his 
father's  farm  in  the  town  of  Solon,  where  he 
acquired  a fondness  for  the  work  of  an  agri- 
culturist that  remained  as  long  as  his  life 
lasted,  and  caused  him  to  choose  that  as  his 
occupation;  it  was  a calling  for  which  he 
exhibited  an  especial  aptitude,  and  in  which 
he  accumulated  a considerable  fortune  He 
attended  the  common  schools  in  his  boy- 
hood, and  then  started  on  his  career  as  a 
farmer,  his  first  purchase  being  the  property 
known  as  the  Truax  farm  ; he  remained  there 
fifteen  years,  then  sold  his  farm  and  bought 
the  old  Peat  farm.  He  remained  on  this 
until  1872,  when  he  came  to  McGrawville, 
giving  up  the  active  labor  of  the  farm.  He 
was  a Democrat,  and  was  prominent  in  polit- 
ical circles.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  of  Solon  for  thirty  years,  and  was 
supervisor  one  term.  He  was  a captain  of  a 
company  of  militia  in  the  town  of  Solon. 
He  married  Harriet  L.  Safford,  who  was  a 
faithful  and  affectionate  wife,  b)r  her  encour- 
agement and  thrifty  management  doing 
much  toward  his  success.  They  passed  away 
but  a few  years  ago,  leaving  a family  of  five 
children,  who  will  ever  bear  them  in  loving 
remembrance ; one  son  had  already  crossed 
the  River  of  Death,  and  was  awaiting  them 
on  the  other  shore.  Mr.  Warren  died  June 
14,  1890.  Mrs.  Warren  died  July  28,  1895. 
The  children  who  survive  them  are:  George; 
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C.  B.;  Charles;  M.  L.,  now  Mrs.  Brownell; 
and  James  L. 

C.  B.  Warren  received  a good  substantial 
education  ; after  leaving  the  common  schools 
he  attended  Cortland  Academy  and  also  the 
New  York  Central  College.  His  first  work, 
after  leaving  school,  was  farming,  taken  up  as 
the  most  available  thing  at  hand  with  which 
to  employ  his  time.  He  followed  this  until 
he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  working 
first  for  his  father  and  the  last  two  years  for 
himself.  In  1866  he  came  to  McGrawville 
and  became  identified  with  the  drug  busi- 
ness ; he  disposed  of  his  store  after  having 
devoted  to  it  twenty-five  years  of  the  closest 
attention.  He  still  has  some  employment, 
however,  as  he  looks  after  the  old  homestead 
farm,  his  father’s  estate,  and  holds  the  office 
of  notary  public,  to  which  he  was  appointed 
twenty  years  ago.  He  is  a Democrat,  but  in 
local  affairs  he  gives  his  support  to  the  best 
man,  regardless  of  party.  He  served  one 
term  as  deputy  district  collector  under  the 
income  tax  law  of  1895,  and  has  been  trustee 
of  the  Union  High  School  of  McGrawville 
for  thirteen  years.  He  is  a friend  of  educa- 
tion and  favors  all  methods  that  promise  an 
improvement  in  the  schools.  He  enlisted  in 
the  76th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.  in  1861,  but 
was  not  accepted  on  account  of  his  health,. 
He  is  a member  of  a number  of  lodges: 
McGrawville  Lodge,  No.  320,  I.  O.  O.  F.; 
Cortland  Encampment,  No.  127,  I.  O.  O.  F.; 
and  Cortland ville  Lodge,  No.  470,  F.  & 
A.  M.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the 
town,  substantial,  prominent  and  influential, 
with  a reputation  of  the  best. 

Mr.  Warren  married  Sarah  A.  Jones,  a 


daughter  of  Z.  A.  Jones,  on  November  25, 
1863.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Hattie  M.,  wife  of  H.  K.  Alexander; 
and  Claribel,  a graduate  of  the  Cortland 
State  Normal  School,  and  for  the  past  three 
years  the  efficient  and  popular  preceptress  of 
the  Union  High  School  of  McGrawville. 


R.  BENJAMIN  KINYON,  the 
popular  and  efficient  physician  of 
Cincinnatus,  is  a son  of  Israel  and 
Sally  (Philley)  Kinyon,  and  was  born  May  2, 
1842,  at  McDonough,  Chenango  County,  this 
state. 

Benjamin  Kinyon,  the  grandfather,  born  in 
Connecticut,  emigrated  to  this  state  and  lo- 
cated at  McDonough,  where  he  died.  His 
occupation  was  farming.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Israel  Kinyon,  the  father,  has  lived  all  his 
life  at  McDonough,  where  he  was  born.  In 
his  early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  a car- 
penter and  joiner,  which  was  his  occupation 
for  many  years,  but  later  he  moved  on  a farm 
and  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation.  Politi- 
cally he  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  party. 
He  has  held  a number  of  town  offices,  and 
has  been  the  superintendent  of  the  county’s 
poor,  and  lor  twenty  years  was  a justice  of 
the  peace.  Fora  number  of  years  he  was  a 
colonel  in  the  old  state  militia  organization, 
and  is  still  called  by  that  title  by  the  old  citi- 
zens. He  is  a man  of  splendid  physique,  and 
well  preserved  military  bearing.  He  has 
frequently  represented  his  party  in  conven- 
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tions.  He  was  married  to  Sally  Philley, 
whose  ancestors  were  from  New  England, 
and  they  still  reside  on  the  pleasant  old 
homestead  at  McDonough.  They  have  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children:  Jane, 

the  wife  of  Alexander  Daniels  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.;  Smith,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  in  McDonough  ; Sarah,  wife  of 
Fred  Scott  of  Norwich,  Chenango  County; 
Benjamin  ; Mary,  widow  of  Milton  A.  Pike 
of  McDonough  ; and  Alice  Ives  of  Guilford, 
Chenango  County. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Kinyon  was  united  in  mar- 
riage March  15,  1870,  with  Miss  Ellen  Smith, 
a daughter  of  William  Smith  of  McDonough, 
and  to  them  was  born  one  child,  a daughter, 
now  the  wife  of  J.  Grove  Osgood  of  Chicago, 
111.  Dr.  Kinyon  was  educated  in  the  high 
schools  of  Chenango  County,  and  then  en- 
tered the  office  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Ensign  as  a student 
of  medicine;  from  there  he  entered  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  graduated  in 
1871,  and  at  once  located  at  Triangle,  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.  He  remained  there  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  for  fifteen  years, 
when  he  removed  to  Cincinnatus,  where  he 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  skillful  phy- 
sicians of  the  county.  He  keeps  well  in- 
formed in  all  the  discoveries  and  improve- 
ments made  in  the  world  of  medicine,  and 
any  mode  of  treatment,  which  is  seen  to  be 
beneficial  to  his  patients,  is  quickly  applied, 
giving  them  the  benefit  of  his  years  of  ex- 
perience together  with  the  latest  methods 
used  by  men  of  science,  as  taught  in  the 
medical  schools  of  to-day.  He  has  a lucra- 
tive practice  which  covers  a large  territory. 


He  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  taking  part  in  the  coun- 
cils and  frequently  representing  his  district 
in  county  and  state  conventions.  He  served 
as  supervisor  of  Broome  County  one  year 
and  of  this  county  three  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  County  and  State  Medical 
Societies,  and  is  a member  and  master  of 
Cincinnatus  Lodge  No.  706,  F.  & A.  M.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Kinyon  are  communicants  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  is  trustee 
and  steward,  and  for  whose  advancement 
they  both  labor  earnestly. 


Yp7vEV.  EDWARD  W.  HITCHCOCK, 
. |r\  D.  D.,  who  for  some  years  past  has 
J-  V -/  been  one  of  Cortland  County’s  best 
known  sons,  is  a gentleman  of  high  scholarly 
attainments,  and  the  representative  of  a fam- 
ily, which  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
history  and  growth  of  Central  New  York. 
His  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page. 

Dr.  Hitchcock  is  a native  of  Homer,  Cort- 
land County,  N.  Y.  The  family  is  of  English 
stock,  but  the  history  of  the  American 
branch  goes  far  back  into  early  colonial 
times,  when  its  founder  crossed  the  Atlantic 
and  settled  in  New  England.  The  first  mem- 
ber of  the  family  to  become  a resident  of 
New  York  State  was  Major  Noah  Hitchcock, 
the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Major  Hitchcock  was  a man  of  prominence 
even  before  he  left  New  England.  His  fam- 
ily was  well  and  familiarly  known  in  the 
colonies,  his  father  being  Noah  Hitchcock, 
Sr.,  a leading  spirit  of  his  times,  and  the 
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Major,  himself,  had  been  a member  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  militia,  and  had  fought 
in  putting  down  Shay’s  Rebellion.  At  the 
time  Major  Hitchcock  came  into  Central 
New  York,  few  white  men  had  dared  to  in- 
vade the  beautiful  country  of  the  Iroquois 
Nation,  so  zealously  did  the  red  keepers  of 
the  “ Eastern  Door  ” guard  the  approach 
to  the  Genesee  Country  to  the  west.  His 
military  genius  stood  him  in  good  stead 
in  the  state  where  he  had  determined  to 
make  his  home,  as  is  testified  to  by  three 
commissions  which  were  given  him,  and 
which  Dr.  Hitchcock  now  holds  in  his  pos- 
session. The  first  of  these  papers  bears 
the  date  of  April  19,  1798,  and  is  signed  by 
John  Jay  ; it  makes  Major  Hitchcock  the  en- 
sign of  a company  of  militia  with  head- 
quarters in  Onondaga  County.  The  second 
is  dated  November  25,  1802,  is  signed  by 
Gov.  George  C.  Clinton,  and  confers  a com- 
mission of  captain  of  a company.  The  third 
is  also  signed  by  Gov.  Clinton,  bears  the  date 
of  March  10,  1804,  and  confers  the  rank  of 
major  in  an  Onondaga  County  regiment.  As 
the  braves  of  the  forest  were  slowly  but 
surely  forced  back  by  advancing  civilization, 
the  Major  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture, 
and  came  to  Homer,  this  county,  in  1796, 
settling  upon  a tract  of  178  acres,  a property 
which  is  to-day  in  the  hands  of  his  grandson, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  When  the  Major 
came  into  the  beautiful  Cortland  region, 
dense  forests,  full  of  wild  animals  covered 
the  hills  and  vales.  With  characteristic  in- 
trepidity and  industry  the  hardy  pioneer  set 
about  the  task  of  clearing  a farm,  so  that  it 
should  be  fit  for  the  occupancy  of  civilized 


man.  He  accomplished  his  task,  and  lived 
out  his  long  life  on  his  estate,  hewn  out  by 
his  own  efforts  from  the  wilderness.  Major 
Hitchcock  was  born  in  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in 
1768,  and  died  on  his  farm  in  Homer  in  1856. 

The  faithful  wife  of  Major  Hitchcock  was 
Marcy  Keep,  daughter  of  Captain  Keep,  a 
distinguished  son  of  the  old  Bay  State,  who 
bore  a commission  from  Gov.  John  Hancock, 
dated  the  fifth  year  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States.  Mrs.  Hitchcock  preceded 
her  husband  in  entering  the  higher  state  by 
some  ten  years,  passing  from  earth’s  scenes 
in  1846.  Ten  children  were  born  to  them, 
whose  names  were:  Margaret,  born  Novem- 
ber 7,  1796;  Caleb  B.,  November  26,  1798; 
Asa,  August  31,  1800;  Capt.  Noah,  father  of 
Dr.  Hitchcock,  December  2,  1802;  Permelia, 
October  12,  1804;  Diantha,  September  4, 
1806;  Orange,  July  3,  1809;  Abel,  July  28, 
1 8 1 1 ; Amelia,  July  13,  1815;  and  Mercy, 
February  2 1 , 1817.  All  the  above  were  born 
on  the  old  “ Hitchcock  homestead.” 

Noah  Hitchcock  was  reared  in  Homer,  and 
spent  all  his  days  on  and  about  the  home 
place,  though  he  acquired  business  interests, 
which  reached  to  remote  parts  of  the  land. 
While  still  a young  man,  he  evinced  a capac- 
ity for  handling  affairs  and  engineering 
important  deals,  that  later  on  made  him  one 
of  the  most  influential  men  in  the  county. 
Primarily,  he  was  a tiller  of  the  soil,  but  as 
the  state  expanded  and  filled  up  with  people, 
he  had  the  foresight  to  appreciate  its  re- 
sources, and  the  adaptability  to  handle  its 
devolopment.  The  Captain  became  a heavy 
buyer  and  shipper  of  pork  and  cattle  for  the 
market ; and  was  one  of  a company  of  four 
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men,  who  handled  for  dairy  purposes  the 
milk  of  1200  cows.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters and  also  a heavy  stockholder  in  the 
Binghamton  & Syracuse  R.  R.,  a line  that  is 
now  operated  as  a part  of  the  Lackawanna 
System.  He  was  an  investor  in  other  rail- 
road stocks  and  bonds  as  well.  Financial 
schemes  and  interests  outside  of  his  imme- 
diate surroundings  received  his  attention  and 
often  found  him  ready  to  co-operate,  pro- 
vided they  appealed  to  his  excellent  judg- 
ment as  safe  and  good  investments  for  his 
money  ; in  this  way  he  became  a member  of 
the  Cleveland  Paper  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Hubbards- 
town  Lumber  Co.  of  Hubbardstown,  Ionia 
County,  Mich.  In  local  affairs  he  was  no  less 
active.  He  was  captain  of  a company  of 
State  militia  ; a trustee  of  Cortland  Academy, 
now  the  Homer  Academy  ; and  was  one  of 
the  active  members  of  the  Homer  Congrega- 
tional Church,  a church  of  which  he  was  a 
trustee  for  many  years.  In  politics,  Captain 
Hitchcock  was  a Whig  of  the  soundest  doc- 
trine. His  townsmen  were  free  to  make 
demands  upon  his  time  whenever  they  de- 
sired, and  he  filled  at  one  time  and  another 
elective  offices  in  their  gift.  So  varied  were 
his  talents  and  so  many  were  his  abilities, 
that  it  is  safe  to  say  that  few  men  stamped 
their  individuality  in  a more  indelible  man- 
ner on  any  community  than  did  Noah  Hitch- 
cock. When  the  time  came  for  him  to  loose 
his  hold  on  this  life,  the  loss  was  keenly  felt 
by  a host  of  people,  in  whose  individual  lives 
he  had  been  time  and  time  again  an  import- 
ant factor.  He  died  November  3,  1869. 

Captain  Hitchcock  had  married  in  Brim- 
19 


field,  Mass.,  Lucy  Hubbard,  and  from  this 
union  four  children  were  born:  Mary  A.; 
Edward  W.,  our  subject  ; Henry  W.;  and 
Dwight  N.  Mary  A.  Hitchcock  became  the 
wife  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Walker,  and  took  up  her 
residence  with  her  husband  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa.  She  was  the  mother  of  two  children  : 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Alfred  W.  Lee,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Ottumwa  Courier  and 
present  postmaster  of  the  city ; and  Lucy 
H , who  wedded  Johnson  Brigham,  who  was 
counsel  to  Aix-La-Chappelle,  France,  under 
the  Harrison  Administration,  who  was  also 
for  a long  term  of  years  editor  of  various 
papers,  principally  the  Cedar  Rapids  Repub- 
lican, and  who  is  the  proprietor  and  founder 
of  the  Midland  Monthly  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  already  one  of  the  leading  magazines 
of  the  country ; and  was  appointed  State 
Librarian  in  1898.  Henry  W.  Hitchcock  is 
now  a resident  of  Hubbardstown,  Mich. 
He  fought  for  the  Union  through  the  years 
of  the  Civil  War,  and  is  now  a retired  and 
prominent  citizen,  holding  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  Dwight  N.  Hitchcock,  the 
other  brother,  is  now  a leading,  active  citizen 
of  Homer,  N.  Y.,  where  he  devotes  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

Edward  W.  Hitchcock,  the  subject  of  this 
personal  history,  was  born,  as  has  been  sta- 
ted before,  on  the  home  place  in  Homer,  N. 
Y.,  May  1,  1833.  He  received  his  first  train- 
ing in  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
prepared  for  college  at  the  Cortland  Acad- 
emy. In  1857,  he  was  graduated  with  honors 
from  Yale  University,  and  three  years  later 
completed  the  course  at  the  Auburn  Theo- 
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logical  Seminary.  His  first  pastorate  was 
at  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island,  in  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church.  At  that  place  he 
spent  six  prosperous  years,  his  efforts  result- 
ing in  the  uniting  of  large  numbers  to  the 
congregation,  and  the  building  of  a new 
church.  Dr.  Hitchcock  then  became  the 
successor  of  Dr.  Asa  D.  Smith  as  pastor  of 
the  Fourteenth  Street  Presbyterian  Church 
of  New  York  City,  Dr.  Smith  having  taken 
leave  of  his  charge  to  enter  upon  a broader 
field  of  usefulness  as  President  of  Dartmouth 
College.  Another  six  years  were  spent  there 
in  which  time  Dr.  Hitchcock  most  success- 
fully directed  the  work  of  a church,  which 
among  its  members  numbered  many  of  the 
best  business  men  of  the  Metropolis.  Dr. 
Hitchcock  then  crossed  the  water  and  as- 
sumed charge  of  the  American  Church  in 
Paris,  a post  he  filled  most  acceptably  for 
eleven  years. 

That  this  church,  just  mentioned,  became 
self-sustaining  was  largely  due  to  the  labors 
of  Dr.  Hitchcock.  It  had  been  founded  in 
1857  as  the  first  American  Church  on  the 
Continent.  It  was  not  intended  that  it 
should  be  conducted  on  denominational  lines, 
but  was  to  be  a church  home  for  all  Ameri- 
cans who  were  sojourning  in  Paris,  without 
reference  to  anyone’s  particular  creed.  The 
American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union  be- 
came custodian  of  the  property  and  has 
remained  such  during  the  entire  history  of 
the  church.  Dr.  Kirk,  from  the  Mt.  Vernon 
Church  of  Boston,  was  the  first  regular  pas- 
tor, and  he  was  followed  in  turn  by  Dr. 
Joseph  P.  Thompson,  Dr.  R.  H.  Seeley,  Dr. 
G.  L.  Prentiss,  Dr.  McClintock,  Dr.  Byron 


Sunderland,  Dr.  Burlingham,  Dr.  Abram 
Van  Nest,  Dr.  Azariah  Eldridge,  and  Dr.  C. 
S.  Robinson.  In  this  charge,  Dr.  Hitch- 
cock’s high  executive  ability  and  talent  for 
organization  had  full  play,  and  his  long  pas- 
torate enabled  him  to  bring  forth  valuable 
results.  The  Church  became  self-sustaining, 
and  the  membership  was  increased  by  many 
additions ; a Missionary  Society  was  organ- 
ized for  French  evangelization,  and  several 
Mission  Stations  supported  ; the  ladies  of  the 
congregation  organized  and  conducted  the 
Model  Industrial  School  in  Paris,  which  at- 
tracted considerable  attention.  He  often  ac- 
companied the  French  pastors  in  their  evan- 
gelistic tours  through  the  provinces,  and  ob- 
tained much  useful  information,  that  he  has 
made  good  use  of  in  his  lectures  on  evangeli- 
cal work  in  France  and  the  Protestant  move- 
ment in  that  country.  He  enjoyed  the 
companionship  and  counsel  of  many  of  the 
prominent  Americans,  who  at  one  time  or 
another  during  his  pastorate  resided  or  visit- 
ed in  Paris ; in  this  way  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  Grant,  Sherman,  Washburne,  Mor- 
ton, and  others  of  great  prominence.  He 
also  had  a very  extensive  foreign  acquaint- 
ance. He  was  a member  of  the  committees 
of  six  French  evangelical  societies  during  his 
stay  in  Paris,  and  thus  became  familiar  with 
the  people  and  their  customs.  Pressing 
family  matters  compelled  Dr.  Hitchcock  to 
return  to  America,  and  since  then  he  has  de- 
voted himself  to  various  ministerial  labors,  to 
lecturing  and  literary  work,  a field  in  which 
he  has  been  followed  up  with  the  same  ap- 
preciation and  success  as  in  his  other  employ- 
ment. At  the  completion  of  his  theological 
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course,  Yale  University  bestowed  upon  our 
subject  the  degree  of  M.  A.;  while  a resident 
of  Paris,  Hamilton  College  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  D.  D. 

Dr.  Hitchcock  in  his  lifetime  has  been 
twice  married.  His  first  union  to  Evelyn  P. 
Hawley  of  Homer,  N.  Y.,  took  place  July  19, 
i860.  To  this  marriage  three  children  were 
born ; Eva  Cornelia,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Mary  Adelia,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
six  months;  and  Evelyn  Florence,  who  only 
lived  to  the  age  of  three  and  one-half  years. 
After  the  decease  of  his  first  wife,  he  con- 
tracted a second  matrimonial  union  with 
Josephine  Cattell  Fithian,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Fithian,  a prominent  physician  of  New  York 
City,  and  three  children  also  blessed  this,  his 
second  marriage,  namely  : Edward  Fithian, 
born  March  26,  1884;  Joseph  Fithian,  Febru- 
ary 6,  1886;  and  Francis  Bennett,  May  16, 
1 889. 

Dr.  Hitchcock  all  through  his  life  has  been 
not  only  a fisher  of  men,  but  also  a student  of 
men  ; very  few  have  had  the  opportunities  of 
seeing  and  knowing  human  nature  as  has  he. 
From  the  peaceful,  contented  valleys  of  his 
native  heath,  through  the  busy  life  of  seeth- 
ing New  York,  into  the  salons  of  Paris  has 
his  career  led  him.  He  has  heard  the  tale  of 
sorrow  and  of  woe,  as  told  by  the  faltering 
lips  of  the  fallen  outcast,  and  has  grasped  in 
friendly  intercourse  the  hand  of  the  titled 
nobleman.  Born  of  a family,  on  whose  tree 
appears  the  names  of  such  men  as  Charles 
Dudley  Warner;  Ex-president  Cleveland; 
Andrew  D.  White,  ex-president  of  Cornell 
University;  President  Edward  Hitchcock  of 
Amherst  College ; President  Roswell  D. 


Hitchcock  of  Union  Theological  Seminary  ; 
Major-General  Ethan  Allen  Hitchcock; 
Judge  Peter  Hitchcock,  chief-justice  of  Ohio  ; 
he  has  enjoyed  facilities,  of  which  he  has 
taken  full  advantage,  to  meet  and  to  be  in 
touch  with  most  that  is  of  living  human  in- 
terest. His  lectures,  on  religious  matters 
mainly,  never  fail  to  catch  and  hold  the 
attention  of  cultivated  audiences.  His  ex- 
perience in  France  has  enabled  him  to  pre- 
pare many  articles  on  the  religious  affairs  of 
that  country,  which  are  standard,  and  which 
show  that  they  have  come  from  the  pen  of 
a man,  who  has  studied  the  subject  deeply 
and  exhaustively,  and  who  has  arrived  at 
correct  conclusions. 

Though  justly  proud  of  his  ancestors  of 
whom  he  has  ever  striven  to  be  a worthy  de- 
scendant, he  is  a true  American  in  all  his 
ways.  Whether  it  be  on  his  own  quiet,  home 
acres,  or  in  the  whirl  of  city  life  he  is  always 
kind  and  unassuming,  giving  a ready  ear  to 
the  applicant  for  counsel  or  consolation. 
He  has  labored  long  in  the  Master’s  Vine- 
yard, and  his  reward  will  come  when  he 
hears  the  welcome  words,  “Well  done,  thou 
good  and  faithful  servant.” 


MRI  FRANKLIN  PICKETT,  a pros- 
JL.  perous  farmer  and  dairyman  of 

the  town  of  Scott,  was  born  March  30,  1834. 
He  is  a son  of  Eri  and  Polly  (Cottrell) 
Pickett,  and  a grandson  of  Benjamin  Pickett. 

Benjamin  Pickett  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.  He  made  farming  his  life-long  occu- 
pation. In  1803,  he  came  to  Cortland 
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County  and  located  in  the  town  of  Homer, 
being  one  of  its  earliest  pioneer  settlers. 
He  bought  a tract  of  150  acres  of  timber 
land  of  the  Government ; he  cleared  a place 
upon  which  he  built  a log  hut  and  then  re- 
turned to  his  native  state  for  his  family. 
Upon  coming  back  to  his  new  home,  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  Hannah,  and  four 
children.  He  cleared  up  his  farm  and  be- 
came a successful  farmer.  He  was  the  father 
of  six  children,  one  of  whom  was  Eri,  the 
father  of  our  subject. 

Eri  Pickett  was  a native  of  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  and  was  born  in  1801.  He  came  to 
Homer  with  his  father,  but  later  moved  to 
Scott,  where  he  purchased  the  farm  upon 
which  his  son,  Eri  Franklin,  now  lives.  He 
followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  also  con- 
ducted a dairy.  In  regard  to  his  politics,  he 
was  originally  an  old  line  Whig,  but  upon 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
became  one  of  the  latter’s  stanch  supporters. 
Religiously,  he  was  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  He  chose,  as 
his  companion  in  life,  Polly  Cottrell,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven 
children,  namely : Jane,  deceased ; Electa, 
deceased;  Nancy,  who  makes  her  home  in 
the  town  of  Scott;  Eri  Franklin,  our  subject ; 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Crosby 
of  Scott ; Avery,  a resident  of  Cortland  : and 
Frances,  deceased.  At  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years,  Mr.  Pickett’s  useful  life  came  to  an 
end. 

Eri  Franklin  Pickett  was  born  and  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm  in  the  town  of  Scott. 
He  chose  farming  as  his  occupation,  and  has 
been  decidedly  successful.  He  now  owns 


property,  consisting  of  240  acres  of  good 
farm  land.  He  also  engages  in  dairying  and 
has  a herd  of  choice  cows,  about  forty 
head  in  all.  Being  ambitious  and  energetic, 
he  was  not  satisfied  until  he  had  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  town;  he  has  improved 
both  land  and  buildings,  and  carries  on  farm- 
ing and  dairying  by  improved  methods. 
Everything  about  the  place  has  an  air  of  pros- 
perity, and  indicates  successful  management. 

Mr.  Pickett  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elvira  J.  Branch,  a daughter  of  Datus  and 
Janette  Branch  of  Summer  Hill,  Cayuga 
County.  Their  union  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  a son,  Wallace,  who  lives  with  them 
and  follows  farming  as  an  occupation.  Mr. 
Pickett  is  a Republican,  and  takes  a deep  in- 
terest in  politics,  having  held  several  town 
offices.  In  religious  belief,  he  is  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  of  Scott. 


§OHN  E.  WINSLOW,  one  of  the 
prominent  and  well-to-do  residents  of 
the  town  of  Virgil,  engaged  in  carry- 
ing on  a very  successful  legal  practice,  is  a 
native  of  the  town  where  he  now  makes  his 
residence.  He  is  a son  of  Elisha  Winslow, 
grandson  of  Ira  Winslow,  and  great-grandson 
of  Jered  Winslow. 

Ira  Winslow  was  a native  of  New  England, 
bis  birth  having  occurred  in  either  Massa- 
chusetts or  Connecticut ; our  information 
does  not  allow  us  to  be  explicit  in  regard  to 
this  event.  About  one  hundred  years  ago 
he  left  his  eastern  home,  and  came  to  Cort- 
land County,  settling  in  the  town  of  Preble, 
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where  he  bought  and  cleared  a farm  on 
which  he  lived  several  years.  This  was  not 
the  only  property  he  owned,  for  as  a man  of 
enterprise  he  purchased  several  small  parcels 
of  real  estate.  His  trade  was  that  of  a har- 
ness and  saddle-maker,  and  throughout  his 
life  he  was  engaged  at  the  above  calling  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree.  He  lived  to  be 
eighty  four  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  was 
Tryphena  Waterman,  daughter  of  Elisha 
Waterman,  attained  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
named:  Ira;  Matilda;  Bathia ; Harriet; 

Polly;  Sarah  Ann;  Charles;  Cynthia;  Elisha; 
William;  Abagail ; and  Mariam. 

Elisha  Winslow  was  born  in  Cortland 
County,  December  9,  1816,  and  learned  the 
harness-maker’s  trade  in  his  father’s  shop, 
after  which  he  followed  the  trade  for  a mat- 
ter of  fifteen  years  as  a journeyman.  He 
then  settled  at  Truxton,  where  he  carried  on 
business  six  years.  In  1840,  he  came  to  the 
village  of  Virgil,  and  commenced  his  business 
in  the  building  where  Mr.  Holton’s  store  is 
now  located.  Later  he  erected  a structure, 
where  he  did  an  extensive  business  for  that 
day  in  boots  and  shoes  and  in  harness  making. 
In  1863,  he  ceased  his  work  as  a manufac- 
turer, and  from  then  until  1893,  the  date  of 
his  retirement,  he  carried  on  a retail  business. 
He  bought  for  his  home  the  P.  F.  Grow 
place,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  a 
strong  constitution  and  would  enjoy  excellent 
health  were  it  not  for  the  severe  attacks  of 
rheumatism,  that  render  his  life  miserable  at 
times.  His  friends  and  acquaintances,  of 
whom  there  is  a large  number,  unite  in 
ascribing  to  him  the  highest  qualities  of  soul 
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and  mind.  He  was  ever  popular  in  business 
circles,  and  during  his  residence  in  Virgil  as 
a leading  merchant,  he  was  recognized  as 
one  who  could  at  all  times  be  depended  on 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  best 
interests  of  the  town.  For  a period  of  some 
thirty  years  he  held  the  office  of  postmaster 
of  Virgil,  having  been  appointed  to  that 
position  by  President  Lincoln.  His  dealings 
in  real  estate  were  extended ; at  various 
times  he  owned  the  Lock,  Baker,  Haskell, 
Pomeroy,  and  Heberd  farms,  and  realized 
handsomely  from  each.  He  now  owns  the 
L.  Sherman,  Marsh,  Carson,  Leonard,  and 
Downey  farms.  Early  in  life  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Gilbert,  daughter 
of  Richmond  and  Catherine  Gilbert.  She 
was  called  to  her  Home  on  high  in  1889, 
having  experienced  many  of  the  joys  and 
few  of  the  sorrows  of  life  in  her  career  of 
seventy-two  years. 

John  E.  Winslow,  the  subject  of  this 
article,  was  the  only  child  born  to  his  par- 
ents. He  was  ushered  into  the  world  on 
February  5,  1849,  Virgil  village.  After 
completing  his  education  at  the  district 
school  and  in  the  State  Normal  institution  at 
Cortland,  he  entered  upon  a business  life  by 
assuming  the  position  of  clerk  in  his  father’s 
mercantile  establishment.  Very  soon  after- 
ward, however,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  legal  profession,  and  became  a student 
in  the  office  of  Hon.  O.  U.  Kellogg  of  Cort- 
land village,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at 
the  bar  of  Cortland  County  in  1879.  For 
several  years  he  practiced  his  profession 
with  his  preceptor,  Mr.  Kellogg,  and  then 
removed  to  Virgil,  where  he  has  built  up  a 
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comfortable  practice,  and  met  with  flattering- 
success.  Of  late  years  he  has  also  seen  to 
the  management  of  his  father’s  estate.  In 
recognition  of  his  abilities  and  knowledge 
of  law,  he  was  made  a justice  of  the  peace 
and  held  office  a number  of  years.  Mr. 
Winslow  married  Elizabeth  M.  Gardner, 
daughter  of  Nathan  A.  Gardner  of  Virgil, 
and  to  them  have  been  given  two  children  : 
J.  Orris,  a student  at  the  Cortland  State 
Normal  School;  and  Leona,  a child  of  five 
years.  In  his  political  attachments,  Mr. 
Winslow  is  strongly  Republican. 


§OHN  ALBRIGHT  GOFF,  who  is 
now  living  in  retirement  on  his  farm 
in  the  town  of  Homer,  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best  known  families  in  the  county.  Both 
paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  were  of 
Revolutionary  stock.  The  first  authentic 
history  we  have  of  his  paternal  ancestors  is 
that  of  William  Goff,  who  fled  from  England 
in  company  with  a Mr.  Whalen,  and  settled  in 
America.  They  were  among  the  judges  that 
passed  sentence  on  Charles  I,  so  on  the  ac- 
cession of  Charles  II  to  the  throne  they 
were  compelled  to  leave  the  land  of  their 
nativity  and  seek  a home  in  the  New  World. 
Upon  coming  to  this  country  they  settled  in 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  One  of  the 
descendants  of  William  Goff  was  Major  John 
Goff,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Major  Goff  was  a native  and  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Bedford,  New  Hampshire.  He  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life, 


except  the  years  which  he  spent  in  the  war. 
He  was  a major  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War,  and  his  patriotic  ardor  and  martial 
spirit  found  full  vent  on  many  a hard  contest- 
ed field  of  battle.  He  was  a brave  and 
valiant  soldier,  and  was  ever  eager  to  dis- 
charge his  full  duty  and  more. 

One  of  his  sons,  Samuel  Goff,  was  a na- 
tive of  the  Granite  State,  and  for  some  years 
he  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer  at 
Goffstown,  a village  named  and  christened 
Goffstown  in  honor  of  the  Goff  family. 
When  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out  he 
enlisted  in  the  Continental  Army  and  ren- 
dered valuable  aid  to  the  cause  of  Independ- 
ence. When  the  war  was  over,  he  returned 
to  Goffstown,  where  he  again  followed  farm- 
ing. About  the  year  1832,  he  retired  from 
active  work  and  moved  to  East  Homer, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days 
with  his  son  Benjamin. 

Benjamin  Goff,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1782  at  Goffstown.  In  1798, 
when  he  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age,  he 
emigrated  to  this  state  and  settled  at  East 
Homer.  For  a time  he  made  his  home  with 
John  Albright,  but  after  his  marriage  he 
located  on  a portion  of  the  Albright  estate. 
It  was  then  almost  an  unbroken  forest,  and 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life  he  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  placing  it  in  cultivation. 
After  enduring  many  hardships,  and  passing 
through  the  usual  experiences  incident  to 
pioneer  life,  he  succumbed  to  the  inevitable 
in  November,  1847. 

Mr.  Goff  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Albright,  a daughter  of  John  Al- 
bright. John  Albright  served  in  the  Revo- 
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lutionary  War,  a portion  of  the  time  under 
General  Washington,  with  whom  he  was 
well  acquainted.  He  also  participated  in  the 
campaign  against  the  Indians,  during  which 
he  received  a severe  wound  which  perma- 
nently disabled  him  for  further  military  ser- 
vice. He  was  granted  a pension,  and  as  a 
reward  for  the  work  he  had  done  he  received 
a tract  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land  where 
the  village  of  East  Homer  is  now  located, 
and  upon  which  he  subsequently  settled.  The 
tract  was  then  thickly  covered  timber  land, 
but  under  his  supervision  and  by  his  own 
labor,  it  was  cleared  and  made  into  a fine 
farm.  The  estate  now  comprises  a number 
of  farms.  Mr.  Albright  was  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  his  neighborhood,  and  many 
of  the  older  settlers  pleasantly  recall  stories 
of  his  war  experiences.  By  his  first  wife 
Mr.  Goff  had  four  children,  three  daughters 
and  one  son,  John  Albright.  After  Mrs. 
Goff’s  death,  he  married  Catharine  Albright, 
by  whom  he  had  one  child. 

John  Albright  Goff  was  born  on  the  Al- 
bright farm  at  East  Homer,  September  30, 
1809.  He  was  reared  at  East  Homer  and 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
He  remained  there  and  engaged  in  farming 
until  the  year  1849,  when  he  located  on  an- 
other farm  in  the  town  of  Homer.  He  con- 
ducted this  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  for  a number  of  years,  after  which  he 
sold  it  and  bought  a smaller  farm  of  thirty 
acres,  upon  which  he  now  lives  in  practical 
retirement. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Thomas,  a daughter  of  Arnold  and  Audrey 
Thomas  of  Willet.  They  reared  five  chil- 


dren, namely:  Mary  M.  of  Homer;  John 
T.,  who  was  serving  in  the  Civil  War,  when 
he  was  taken  sick  with  pneumonia  and  died 
at  Fort  Tottin  in  1861 — he  was  a member  of 
Co.  G.  76th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.;  Mrs.  Fran- 
ces E.  Phillips;  Mrs.  Anna  R.  Donaldson, 
deceased,  of  Homer,  N.  Y.;  and  Herbert  W., 
deceased.  Mr.  Goff’s  ancestors  were  all 
Whigs,  and  he  formerly  belonged  to  that 
party,  but  is  now  a Republican. 


IgrON.  GEORGE  W.  PHILLIPS,  one 
|-~j  of  Cortland  County’s  most  able  and 

V. ^ at  the  same  time  most  successful 

citizens,  whose  portrait,  executed  from  a very 
recent  photograph,  appears  on  the  opposite 
page,  has  led  a life  that  has  been  filled  to  the 
extreme  with  important  affairs.  He  has 
been  in  turn  a teacher,  a farmer,  a business 
man  and  a financier.  During  the  period  of 
the  war,  when  loyal  states  were  straining 
every  nerve  and  muscle  to  put  down  the  Re- 
bellion, Mr.  Phillips  held  the  office  of  super- 
visor of  his  township,  a position  which  called 
for  the  greatest  amount  of  capability  and 
business  foresight  as  well  as  integrity.  He 
is  at  the  present  writing  the  honored  presi- 
dent of  the  Homer  National  Bank,  and  a 
citizen  whose  interests  extend  far  into  the 
life  and  prosperity  of  his  town. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  December  18,  1823, 
on  a farm  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  He 
is  a son  of  Waterman  Phillips,  who  was  a 
native  of  Preston,  Conn.,  and  who  with  his 
wife,  Rachel  (Kinney)  Phillips,  born  in  Wind- 
ham, Conn.,  came  into  Cortland  County  pre- 
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vious  to  the  year  1800.  Waterman  Phillips 
first  settled  near  the  point  now  named  Blod- 
gett’s Mills.  From  there  he  later  moved  to 
the  town  of  Solon,  and  then  to  Onondaga,  in 
the  county  of  the  same  name.  He  remained 
there  for  twenty-five  years,  returning  in  1836 
to  Cortland  County,  and  settling  in  the  town 
of  Scott.  For  sixteen  years  he  continued  in 
this  township,  removing  to  Homer  in  1852, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1861  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three.  His  faithful  wife  had 
passed  away  at  an  earlier  date,  being  fifty-two 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  They 
reared  a family  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
George  W.,  the  subject  of  this  narration,  was 
the  youngest.  Mr.  Phillips,  Sr.,  was  a Whig 
and  a Republican,  and  reared  his  family  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  took  a finishing  course  at 
the  Cortland  Academy.  For  seven  seasons 
he  successfully  and  creditably  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  a school-teacher,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  was  elected  superintendent  of 
schools  for  the  town  of  Scott,  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  two  years.  This  selection  was 
an  unusual  honor  for  a man  so  young  in 
years,  but  his  most  excellent  work  as  a 
teacher  had  demonstrated  his  fitness  for  the 
place,  and  the  way  in  which  he  conducted 
himself  in  office  and  the  splendid  results  he 
brought  about  more  than  confirmed  the 
judgment  of  his  townsmen.  A little  later 
Mr.  Phillips  engaged  in  farming,  which  he 
followed  until  1850.  He  then  came  to 
Homer,  and  entered  upon  a mercantile  life,  in 
which  he  continued  for  thirty-five  years. 


Careful  economy,  shrewd  management  and 
fair  dealing  made  this  business  grow  and 
prosper,  so  that  it  carried  its  director  and 
master  far  along  on  the  road  to  success.  Mr. 
Phillips’  wife  was  before  her  marriage  to 
him  a Miss  Abby  Rhodes,  daughter  of  Otis 
Rhodes.  He  wedded  her  in  July,  1850,  in 
Scott  township,  and  one  child,  Ellen  F.,  came 
to  bless  their  union.  The  beloved  wife  en- 
tered into  rest  April  6,  1896,  aged  seventy- 
two  years. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  Mr. 
Phillips  was  a Whig.  At  the  inception  of 
the  Republican  party,  he  became  an  ardent 
advocate  of  its  principles,  and  signed  the 
first  call  for  its  organization  in  Cortland 
County.  In  1861  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Homer,  Cortland 
County,  and  was  retained  in  that  office  for 
five  successive  years  during  the  whole  Civil 
War.  In  his  first  re-election  in  1862,  his 
name  was  on  both  the  Republican  and  Demo- 
cratic tickets,  so  he  was  accorded  the  unique 
honor  of  a unanimous  election.  The  extra 
importance  of  that  office  during  the  years  of 
strife  came  from  the  fact  that  on  the  should- 
ers of  the  supervisors  fell  the  real  duty  of 
providing  Cortland  County’s  quota  of  men 
and  munitions  of  war,  together  with  the 
handling  of  immense  sums  of  money.  Mr. 
Phillips’  task  was  onerous,  as  it  required 
hard  work  on  several  committees  of  the 
county  board  of  supervisors,  for  he  was 
chairman  of  the  board  committee  of  military 
affairs,  and  was  the  only  member  who  held 
the  office  during  the  entire  existence  of  that 
committee.  In  1867,  after  being  out  of  the 
board  a single  year,  he  was  again  elected  and 
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served  four  more  successive  years.  In  1873 
and  1874,  Mr.  Phillips  was  further  honored 
and  endorsed ; he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  State  Legislature,  and  then  given  a re- 
election,  the  first  instance  of  a re-election  in  his 
district  for  forty  years.  In  Albany,  while  not 
an  officious  or  obtrusive  legislator,  Mr. 
Phillips  faithfully  and  intelligently  performed 
his  duties,  and  left  such  a record  that  made 
his  constituents  feel  that  they  had  indeed 
sent  the  right  man  to  represent  them.  He 
was  ever  ready  to  vindicate  what  he  believed 
was  right,  and  was  a strongly  felt  force 
against  what  seemed  wrong.  He  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly industrious  member,  and  his  influ- 
ence was  always  on  the  side  of  an  economical 
and  honest  expenditure  of  the  people’s 
money.  In  the  committees  during  the  last 
sessions,  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  engrossed  bills,  and  was  a member  of  the 
committee  on  education,  and  the  committee 
of  two-third’s  and  three-fourth’s  bills. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  a prime  mover  in  the 
organization  of  the  Homer  National  Bank  in 
1884.  He  was  elected  its  first  president,  and 
has  held  that  office  ever  since.  He  was  also 
instrumental  in  organizing  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Homer.  He  has  always  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  for 
several  years  was  a trustee  of  the  Cortland 
Academy,  an  institution  which  was  con- 
sidered at  one  time  as  one  of  the  first  in  the 
Empire  State.  He  was  a trustee  of  Homer 
Academy  and  Union  School  nine  years,  and 
was  a member  of  the  building  committee 
that  erected  the  academy  building  that  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  January,  1893.  He  has 
held  several  offices  and  minor  trusts,  includ- 


ing one  of  trustee  of  the  village  corporation 
of  Homer.  In  all  affairs,  be  they  of  a business, 
a social,  or  a political  nature,  he  is  alert  and 
wide-awake.  He  has  made  his  life  of  use  to 
himself  and  to  all  who  have  come  within  the 
range  of  its  influence.  He  is  to-day  a stir- 
ring and  vigorous  gentleman,  though  many 
years  have  passed  over  his  head,  and  is  such 
a one  whom  the  people  of  Central  New  York 
are  glad  to  esteem  and  honor. 


YgnrAMILTON  I.  WHITING,  who  is 
living  in  practical  retirement  on  his 

-L9  V. „ farm,  near  the  village  of  Scott, 

was  born  February  13,  1839,  in  the  town  of 
Scott,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  a son 
of  Anson  Lord  and  Nancy  (Burdick)  Whiting, 
and  a grandson  of  Thomas  Whiting. 

The  Whiting  family  is  of  English  descent, 
our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  Theophilus 
Whiting,  having  been  born  in  England.  He 
came  to  this  country  during  the  early  colonial 
period  and  settled  in  Connecticut,  where  his 
son  Thomas  was  born.  Thomas  Whiting  re- 
mained in  his  native  state  until  18 1 1,  when  he 
with  his  wife  and  eight  children  moved  to 
Spafford,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  There 
he  spent  most  of  his  life,  but  was  living  at 
Onondaga  Hill,  near  Syracuse,  when  his 
earthly  career  ended.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Spafford,  which  was  then 
called  Babcock  Settlement,  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  a farmer. 

Anson  Lord  Whiting  was  a native  of  Con- 
necticut and  was  four  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  father  to  Spafford,  in  1811. 


408 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


There  he  grew  to  manhood  and  followed 
farming;  in  1833  he  moved  to  the  town  of 
Scott,  where  he  operated  a mercantile  store 
for  the  following  sixteen  years.  He  also 
manufactured  flax  for  many  years.  He  was 
an  extensive  land-owner  and  shortly  before 
his  death  gave  each  of  his  five  children  a 
good  farm.  He  was  a shrewd  and  energetic 
business  man  and  accumulated  considerable 
money,  besides  owning  no  small  amount  of 
real  estate. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Nancy  Bur- 
dick, a daughter  of  Henry  and  Jemima 
( Crandall ) Burdick.  The  Burdick  family  is 
of  Scotch  descent,  and,  upon  coming  to  this 
country,  settled  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  where 
Henry,  our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather, 
was  born.  There  he  remained  until  the  year 
1800,  when  he  came  to  Scott  and  purchased 
a farm.  After  a stay  of  two  years,  he  went 
back  to  his  native  state  and  upon  returning 
to  Scott,  he  was  accompanied  by  his  father 
and  mother,  and  his  four  brothers,  Joseph, 
Paul,  Jesse  and  Russell.  They  all  settled 
within  a radius  of  five  miles  of  Scott,  and  his 
brothers,  with  the  exception  of  Paul,  lived  to 
be  prosperous  and  successful  farmers.  Paul 
was  of  a mechanical  turn  of  mind  and  was  an 
inventor  ; his  son  Orin  became  well  known  all 
over  the  country  by  his  connection  with  the 
Osborne  reaper.  Henry  Burdick  was  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Scott  and  one  of  its  leading 
citizens.  Besides  clearing  his  own  farm  of 
100  acres,  he  cleared  farms  for  others.  He 
was  an  active  and  industrious  man  and  pos- 
sessed the  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  acted  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years  and  served  on  the  board  of  supervisors. 


He  married  Jemima  Crandall,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children  : Elmira,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Daniel  Babcock  of  Scott ; 
Sallie,  deceased,  married  Abel  Lewis  of 
Scott;  Nancy, married  Anson  Lord  Whiting, 
our  subject’s  father  ; Betsy,  deceased  ; Henry 
Lee;  Jared  C.  was  a prominent  publisher  of 
New  York  City,  where  he  was  at  the  head 
of  the  Ladies’  "Wreath  and  Parlor  Annual ; 
Russell  M.  was  a prominent  business  man  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  interested  in  the 
cultivation  of  oranges  in  Florida;  William 
M.;  and  Asher  B.,  who  was  the  publisher  of 
“ Helpers  Impending  Crisis.”  Henry  Bur- 
dick had  reached  the  advanced  old  age  of 
eighty-nine  years,  when  he  died  in  1869. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whiting’s  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  five  children,  namely : Lucelia 
O.,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Hon.  S.  A. 
Childs,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  book  ; Henry  Lee,  after  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, went  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  in  the  mercantile  business  for  twenty-five 
years,  then  returning  to  Scott  in  1892,  where 
he  died  in  the  same  year;  Hamilton  I.,  our 
subject;  Lorinda  F.,  the  wife  of  James  B. 
Spencer,  whose  personal  history  appears  else- 
where in  this  book ; and  Adelle  O.,  who  mar- 
ried Leland  Griffin,  a resident  of  Scott.  At 
one  time  our  subject’s  father  was  a Whig, 
but  later  became  a Republican.  He  was 
quite  active  in  politics  and  held  a number  of 
public  offices  ; for  many  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  was  also 
town  clerk.  Religiously,  he  was  a member 
of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church,  and 
contributed  largely  to  the  support  of  that  or- 
ganization. 


CORTLAND  COUNTY 


409 


Hamilton  I.  Whiting  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  district  school  at  Scott,  after 
which  he  attended  the  De  Ruyter  Institute 
of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  left  school  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  flax  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  under  the  firm  name,  A.  L.  Whiting  & 
Son.  Eight  years  later  he  began  to  manu- 
facture green  tow  and  continued  in  that  bus- 
iness for  some  fifteen  years ; he  was  the  first 
in  this  section  to  engage  in  that  business,  but 
he  was  quickly  followed  by  others.  In  1884, 
he  opened  a general  merchandise  store  in 
Scott  and  conducted  it  alone  until  1891,  when 
his  son,  Merton  A.,  became  a member  of  the 
firm.  One  year  later,  Mr.  Whiting  retired 
from  active  business  life,  and  his  son  has  since 
conducted  the  store  with  the  same  good 
judgment,  that  characterized  all  of  his 
father’s  business  ventures.  Mr.  Whiting  still 
oversees  the  farm  of  148  acres,  upon  which 
he  now  lives,  but  does  none  of  the  hard 
work. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Josephine 
A.  Truman,  a daughter  of  Dr.  William  M. 
Truman  of  Alfred  Center,  Allegany  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1858.  Dr.  Truman  was  born  in 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  studied  med- 
icine in  Scott.  He  graduated  when  he  was 
nineteen  years  old  and  then  went  to  Rich- 
burg,  Allegany  County,  where  he  practiced 
for  about  seven  years.  He  next  went  to 
Alfred  Center,  where  he  acquired  a large 
practice,  and  remained  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  married  Hulda  L.  Babcock  of  Scott,  and 
they  reared  a family  of  four  children,  name- 
ly: Josephine  A.;  Elosia  A.;  Adelbert  W., 
M.  D.,  lives  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  and  Mary, 


deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whiting  have 
reared  four  children,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: William  I.,  who  is  head  clerk  and 
manager  of  a grocery  store  at  Skaneateles, 
N.  Y.;  Lena  M.,  the  wife  of  John  B.  Brown, 
a farmer  of  Scott;  Merton  A.;  and  Mary  E. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Whiting  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can and  takes  an  active  interest  in  state  as 
well  as  local  politics.  He  is  serving  in  an 
official  capacity  as  county  committeeman, 
and  was  supervisor  one  term.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Homer  National  Bank.  He  is 
a well  informed  man,  sociable,  genial,  and 
has  a large  number  of  friends. 


JEFFERSON  GREENE  of  Willet 
was  born  July  8,  1858,  on  the  old 
homestead  on  the  Otselic  River  in 
Willet  township,  and  is  a son  of  Burrill 
Greene,  a representative  and  prosperous 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Willet,  whose  personal 
history  is  outlined  on  another  page  of  this 
Book  of  Biographies. 

John  Greene,  one  of  three  brothers  who 
came  to  Rhode  Island  from  England  over 
two  centuries  ago,  is  the  distant  ancestor, 
from  whom  the  Greene  family  traces  the  line. 
Elisha  Greene,  a descendant  of  the  above, 
was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject ; he  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  and  lived 
there  all  his  life.  William  Greene,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  lived  there  until  his 
son,  Benjamin  T.,  had  located  a home  in  the 
town  of  Wilet,  when  he  with  his  family  joined 
the  son  in  the  newly  settled  country.  His 
death  occurred  in  Willet  in  1817. 


4io 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


The  grandfather  of  B.  Jefferson  Greene, 
Benjamin  T.,  was  born  in  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  in  1782,  and  lived  there  until  1806, 
when  he  removed  to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
and  located  in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna 
River,  where  he  remained  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1808,  when  he  came  with  his  family 
to  the  town  of  Willet,  and  located  on  the  allu- 
vial lands  that  border  the  Otselic  River.  The 
locality  was  then  a comparative  wilderness, 
with  almost  limitless  forests  stretching  away 
for  miles  and  miles  on  every  hand,  but  the 
settlers  and  pioneers  of  that  da}^  had  an  abid- 
ing faith  in  the  future  of  the  country,  and 
saw  with  prophetic  eyes  the  glorious  future. 
The  home  he  had  selected  continued  to  be 
his  residence  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  September,  1853.  He  did  not  forget 
the  old  folks  at  home,  but  soon  after  he  was 
well  settled  he  returned  to  his  native  place, 
and  brought  back  to  Willet  his  father  and  his 
father’s  family,  which  was  composed  of  these 
members;  Henry;  John;  Benjamin  T.; 
Stephen;  Elisha;  Thomas;  Joseph.;  and 
Isabelle.  Benjamin  T.  Greene  held  closely 
to  the  political  principles  upheld  by  Jefferson 
and  Jackson,  the  two  great  leaders  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  held  many  of  the 
town  offices  of  Willet.  His  wife,  Hetty,  was 
a daughter  of  Benjamin  Wilson,  who  was 
born  in  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1764, 
and  emigrated  to  Oxford,  Chenango  County 
in  1806.  Not  long  afterwards  he  moved  over 
into  the  town  of  Willet,  Cortland  County, 
and  became  a neighbor  of  Mr.  Greene’s,  his 
farm  also  being  a river  farm.  He  was  an 
energetic,  enterprising  settler,  and  rose  to  a 
position  of  considerable  local  prominence  as 


a successful  business  man.  He  built  a saw 
mill,  a grist  mill,  a potash  factory,  a distil- 
lery, and  a store  ; by  reason  of  his  position 
as  the  head  of  these  varied  industries  he  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  settlement  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  to  the  development  of  all  the  natural 
resources.  He  died  August  20,  1839.  His 
wife  was  Phoebe  Merritt.  His  daughter, 
Hetty,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  January  21,  1786,  and  married  Benjamin 
T.  Greene  on  October  17,  1817.  The  children 
born  of  this  union  were  as  follows:  Harriet, 

born  August  23,  1818,  is  still  living,  the 
widow  of  Peter  Eaton,  Jr.,  deceased  ; Burrill, 
our  subject’s  father;  Giles,  born  March  13, 
1822,  now  deceased,  late  a large  farmer  of 
Whiteside  County,  111.,  owning  about  1,000 
acres  near  Lyndon,  111.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred ; Orville,  born  March  25,  1825,  died 
September  14,  1827;  and  B.  Wilson,  born 
Ma)r  7,  1828,  a prosperous  and  well-to-do 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Willet,  whose  biog- 
raphy may  be  read  on  another  page. 

Our  subject’s  father,  after  completing  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  in  Ox- 
ford Academy,  served  an  apprenticeship  as  a 
carpenter,  and  after  he  became  a journeyman 
at  his  trade  worked  at  it,  until  he  came  into 
possession  of  his  share  of  his  father’s  estate 
by  the  latter’s  death.  To  his  share  of  212 
acres  of  the  original  800  he  has  added  by 
purchase  until  he  now  owns  360  acres  of  land, 
for  the  greater  part  located  in  the  town  of 
Willet.  He  is  now  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  His  first  wife,  Rosilla  Babcock, 
whom  he  married  March  22,  1855,  died  July 
7,  i860,  leaving  three  children,  namely: 

Letta  R.;  B.  Jefferson,  the  subject  of  this 
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sketch;  and  Harriet  R.  The  latter  became 
the  wife  of  William  Leach,  a meat-dealer  of 
the  village  of  Cortland  ; they  have  one  son, 
Frank  G.,  born  April  10,  1888.  Burrill 
Greene’s  second  wife,  Phoebe  E.  Greene, 
whom  he  married  on  March  4,  1867,  died  No- 
vember 13,  1884.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  has 
held  many  of  the  township  offices.  He  is  a 
man  of  high  honor  and  integrity,  and  enjoys 
the  highest  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

B.  Jefferson  Greene  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  Cincinnatus  Acad- 
emy. Politically,  Mr.  Greene,  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  has  always  taken  an  interest 
in  the  success  of  his  party.  He  was  ap- 
pointed a justice  of  the  peace  when  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  for  eight  years 
served  as  an  administrator  of  law  and  justice. 
In  February,  1894,  he  was  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion of  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Willet,  and 
at  the  end  of  his  term  was  re-elected  to  the 
same  position.  He  was  an  able  officer,  and 
very  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties.  He  has  frequently  represented  his 
district  in  the  Democratic  county  conven- 
tions, and  has  also  represented  Cortland 
County  in  state  conventions.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Thermopylae  Lodge,  No.  438,  F.  & 
A.  M.  of  Marathon.  On  April  20,  1897,  Mr. 
Greene  was  married  to  Mabel  Ingalls  of  the 
town  of  Willet. 


"I^NEWELL  JONES,  a prominent  citizen 
I and  dealer  in  wool  of  Homer,  Cort- 

J-  V ^ land  County,  N.  Y.,  is  a gentle- 
man who  has  accomplished  much  for  his 


adopted  town  and  county.  Mr.  Jones, 
though  he  has  lived  in  Homer  for  close  upon 
seventy  years,  is  a Green  Mountain  Boy  by 
birth,  and  he  has  in  his  veins  some  of  the 
best  blood  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  He  is  a 
son  of  Nathaniel  Jones,  who  was  born  and 
reared  a farmer  among  the  verdant  hills  of 
the  good  old  New  England  State.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Asenath  (Baldwin) 
Jones,  and  she  was  united  to  her  husband 
when  both  were  very  young.  In  1820  the 
couple,  with  an  already  large  family,  moved 
into  New  York  State,  settling  at  Winfield, 
Herkimer  County.  After  a few  years  spent 
there,  the  family  came  to  Cortland  County. 
There  Nathaniel  Jones  did  not  make  a long 
stop,  but  struck  out  farther  west  in  the  state, 
and  located  in  Allegany  County.  But  he 
was  not  so  well  suited  with  the  lay  of  the 
land  as  he  was  in  Cortland  County,  so  he 
returned  after  a few  years,  and  finally  made 
his  home  in  Homer,  where  he  passed  to  his 
reward  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  His  wife, 
a woman  of  strong  and  vigorous  constitu- 
tion, reached  the  age  of  ninety-one.  A fam- 
ily of  ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones,  and  were  named  in  order: 
Aaron  B.;  Elijah;  Joseph;  Asenath  (French) 
(Southerland);  Elliott;  Nelson;  Franklin; 
Nathaniel;  Newell;  and  Christiana  (Baldwin). 
The  family  was  reared  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  boys  received  from  their 
father  good,  sound  Republican  teachings. 

Newell  Jones,  who  was  born  in  Vermont, 
November  22,  1818,  was  given  all  the  school 
training  that  the  local  institutions  could  im- 
part, and  as  he  grew  to  manhood's  estate 
decided  upon  farming  as  a life-vocation.  He 
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followed  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  until 
1858,  and  success  crowned  his  arduous 
labors.  At  that  date  he  moved  into  the 
village  of  Homer,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
milling  business.  This  line  of  work  he  fol- 
lowed for  a time,  and  then  became  a grocer, 
a business  that  prospered  him  well.  Mr. 
Jones  served  his  townsmen  as  postmaster 
during  the  administrations  of  Grant  and 
Hayes,  handling  the  office  extremely  well. 
In  politics  Mr.  Jones,  like  his  honored  father, 
is  a strong  Republican,  and  his  keen  judg- 
ment and  ripe  experience  has  been  heeded 
by  his  party  on  many  occasions.  After  giv- 
ing up  his  position  as  postmaster,  he  was  for 
some  years  an  under  sheriff  for  the  county, 
and  for  several  years  assessor  for  the  village 
corporation  of  Homer.  The  past  fifteen 
years  Mr.  Jones  has  devoted  mainly  to  buy- 
ing wool,  and  shipping  it  to  the  market.  He 
is  without  the  least  doubt  one  of  the  heaviest 
handlers  of  this  staple  article,  as  well  as  the 
most  skilled  judge  of  it  in  Cortland  County. 

Newell  Jones  has  been  twice  wedded.  His 
first  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Polly  Harvey, 
and  she  was  a native  of  Chenango  County. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  having 
borne  her  husband  one  daughter,  Mary  Ellen, 
who  only  lived  to  be  twenty-four  years  of 
age.  Mr.  Jones’  second  alliance  was  with 
Abigail  (Parker)  Worsley,  who  is  a native  of 
Homer. 

Newell  Jones  is  a man  whose  influence  is 
strongly  felt  in  the  community.  His  enter- 
prise has  brought  many  dollars  into  the 
county,  and  his  townspeople  have  ever  found 
his  advice  in  matters  of  business  expediency 
to  be  good.  He  has  always  been  a success- 


ful man,  and  his  success  has  been  shared  by 
many  of  his  friends.  He  is  exceedingly  well 
liked  both  as  a citizen  and  a business  man. 
In  both  of  these  places  he  is  ever  upright, 
reliable  and  trustworthy.  His  many  friends 
will  view  with  a large  degree  of  interest  Mr. 
Newell  Jones’  portrait,  which  appears  on  a 
preceding  page  in  company  with  that  of  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Abigail  P.  Jones. 


R.  H.  I.  VAN  HOESEN,  a physi- 
cian of  the  village  of  Truxton,  was 
born  October  29,  1854,  in  Preble, 
N.  Y.  The  Van  Hoesen  familj'  originally 
came  from  Holland.  Dr.  Van  Hoesen’s 
great-grandfather,  Albert  Van  Hoesen,  was  a 
native  of  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
lived  until  1800,  when  he  came  to  Preble. 
His  son,  Albert  Van  Hoesen,  was  also  born 
in  Greene  County  and  came  to  Preble  with 
his  father.  His  companion  in  life  was  Eliza- 
beth Severson,  and  they  reared  a family  of 
six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Hon.  Henry  B.  Van  Hoesen,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Preble. 
He  received  a good  primary  education  in  the 
public  schools,  which  was  supplemented  by 
a course  in  Homer  Academy.  He  became 
an  extensive  farmer  and  owned  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louise  Have- 
land,  and  they  became  the  happy  parents  of 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  one  son. 
He  was  a prominent  politician  and  a believer 
in  the  doctrines  promulgated  by  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  was  a man,  who  had  the 
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confidence  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  he  had 
a large  number  of  friends  throughout  the 
county.  The  people,  recognizing  his  execu- 
tive ability  and  superior  attainments,  chose 
him  as  their  representative  to  the  New  York 
Assembly  in  1863.  He  was  also  justice  of 
the  peace  for  several  years.  In  his  religious 
belief,  he  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  liberal  in  his  support  of 
that  organization.  He  was  an  elder  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Van  Hoesen 
passed  away  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine 
years. 

Dr.  H.  I.  Van  Hoesen  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  and  in  Homer 
Academy.  After  graduating  from  the  latter 
institution  in  1875,  he  attended  Princeton 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1879. 
He  graduated  from  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Syracuse  University  in  1881.  In  1883, 
he  was  appointed  on  the  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey,  Cascade  Division  of  the  Northwest. 
In  1885,  he  came  to  Truxton  and  resumed 
the  practice  of  medicine.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  County  Medical  Society,  and  the 
Broome  County  Medical  Society.  Socially, 
he  is  a member  of  the  Truxton  Lodge,  No. 
342,  A.  O.  U.  W.  In  politics,  he  is  an  active 
Republican  and  has  served  two  terms  as 
school  commissioner  of  his  district.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Pre- 
ble. On  May  3,  1882,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Alice  L.  Peck,  a daughter  of 
Prof.  E.  J.  Peck,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Henry  B. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Hoesen  have  made  a 
large  number  of  friends  since  their  residence 
in  Truxton. 


T^tASSIUS  CLAY  CARLEY,  a prom- 
I jp  inent  resident  of  the  town  of  Homer, 
is  now  practically  leading  a retired 
life,  which  is,  however,  not  without  some  oc- 
cupation, for  he  has  large  dairying  and  farm- 
ing interests  that  claim  a large  share  of  his 
time.  He  has  been  identified  with  agricul- 
tural interests  all  of  his  life,  although  his  life 
has  also  been  spent  in  other  pursuits.  He 
became  a resident  of  Homer  in  1886,  when 
he  started  a bakery  in  the  village,  which  he 
owned  and  operated  until  he  retired  from 
business  in  1896,  during  which  period  he 
easily  sustained  a reputation  for  superior 
goods  and  attractive  manners  in  the  treating 
of  his  customers. 

Mr.  Carley  was  born  in  Marathon,  this 
county,  July  23,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  Hon. 
Alanson  and  Sally  (Courtright)  Carley.  As 
he  was  the  youngest  of  twelve  children,  he 
naturally  enough  remained  with  his  parents 
on  the  homestead  and  gave  them  the  care  and 
filial  attention  that  was  their  due  in  their  de- 
clining years.  This  of  course  limited  his  edu- 
cation to  some  extent,  and  this  lack  ol  the  best 
school  training  undoubtedly  changed  his  en- 
tire career,  for  he  had  in  early  life  contempla- 
ted pursuing  a college  education,  and  then  of 
enjoying  a professional  career.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  left  the  Marathon  district  school, 
which  he  had  attended  very  irregularly  be- 
cause of  pressing  duties  claiming  most  of  his 
time,  and  entered  the  postofifice  at  Marathon, 
his  father  then  being  postmaster.  With  the 
change  in  the  head  of  the  office,  our  subject 
retired,  and  was  bookkeeper  nine  years  in  the 
milling  business  of  his  father  and  elder 
brother,  Alanson  A.,  the  business  being  con- 
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ducted  under  the  style  of  A.  Carley  & Son 
until  1876,  when  Cassius  C.  and  his  brother 
purchased  the  property  and  ran  it  until  1879. 
He  then  retired  from  the  mill  business  and 
engaged  in  farming  and  in  raising  thorough- 
bred Jersey  cattle,  having  for  a number  of 
years  the  only  herd  of  pure  stock  in  the 
whole  county.  He  was  also  an  extensive  poul- 
try fancier,  and  was  a local  authority  on  the 
fine  points  of  the  various  breeds.  He  made 
a study  of  stock,  with  the  result  that  few 
men  in  this  section  were  ever  so  well  inform- 
ed on  the  subject  as  he.  In  recognition  of 
his  valuable  experience  and  excellent  judg- 
ment, the  board  of  directors  of  the  Broome 
County  Fair  for  eighteen  years  were  wont 
to  elect  him  by  acclamation  as  one  of  the 
judges  of  live  stock.  Mr.  Carley  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  two  farms,  both  well  cultivated 
and  stocked,  200  acres  in  Freetown  township 
and  60  acres  in  Marathon.  He  lives  in  a 
fine  home  in  the  village  of  Homer.  He  is 
not  a member  of  any  church,  but  has  been 
chorister  and  has  sung  in  the  choir  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  for  thirty  years. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Hon.  Alanson  Carley, 
was  born  in  Otsego  County,  in  the  town  of 
Butternuts,  June  6,  1797,  but  at  the  age  of 
two  he  was  taken  with  the  rest  of  the  family 
to  Marathon,  this  county,  where  all  his  after 
years  were  spent,  and  where  his  memory  as 
a pioneer  resident  and  merchant  is  still  green 
in  the  minds  of  the  older  residents.  His  father, 
Ebenezer  Carley,  located  a home  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  and  after  a life  spent  in  battle 
with  the  forces  of  nature  in  improving  his 
farm,  and  in  transforming  it  into  a cultivated 
tract,  died  and  was  gathered  to  his  fathers. 


Alanson  Carley  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  took  up  the  pursuit  of 
farming,  cultivating  an  estate  of  some  140 
acres  in  the  central  part  of  the  town  of  Mar- 
athon left  by  his  father,  which  Alanson  partly 
inherited  and  partly  purchased  from  the 
other  heirs.  He  later  branched  out  in  busi- 
ness, becoming  a merchant,  and  opening  the 
first  dry  goods  store  in  Marathon  in  the  early 
30’s.  He  continued  to  operate  this  store 
until  1856-57.  He  was  very  successful,  and 
held  a large  trade,  for  his  patrons  learned  to 
rely  on  his  representations  and  to  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  his  goods,  such  was 
the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  universally 
held.  It  was  in  this  connection  that  he  was 
enabled  to  show  his  kind  heart  to  those  in 
need,  and  to  evince  a generous  liberality  that 
is  seldom  equaled.  When  times  were  hard 
he  sold  willingly  to  those  who  were  in  finan- 
cial straits,  and  carried  their  accounts  until 
they  were  better  able  to  pay  for  the  goods. 
Very  frequently  he  went  much  farther  than 
this  and  gave  outright  to  the  poor,  with  no 
expectation  of  any  return.  He  was  indeed  a 
good  man.  He  was  equally  at  home  in  many 
lines  of  activity.  When  the  Syracuse  & 
Binghamton  R.  R.  was  first  suggested,  he 
became  one  of  its  projectors,  and  served  as 
one  of  its  directors  until  the  road  was  com- 
pleted and  in  running  order,  taking  an  active 
and  important  part  in  the  construction  of 
the  road.  He  built  the  railroad  depot,  and  a 
large  hotel  near  by,  then  known  as  the  Car- 
ley  House,  but  now  generally  referred  to  as 
Roger’s  House.  He  was  a miller,  and  con- 
ducted a very  successful  and  profitable  busi- 
ness, his  mill  being  located  at  Marathon. 
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We  should  certainly  expect  a man  of  his 
standing  and  solid  position  in  the  community 
to  be  connected  with  some  banking  institu- 
tion, and  so  it  is  with  little  surprise  that  we 
note  that  he  was  a director  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  the  neighboring  village  of 
Cortland.  Before  the  late  war  he  was  a 
Whig,  but  on  the  disruption  of  that  party  on 
the  question  of  slavery,  he  cast  in  his  fortunes 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  ever 
prominent  in  politics.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  State  Assembly,  and  repre- 
sented Cortland  County  creditably  in  the 
Legislature.  In  1840  he  was  elected  sheriff 
of  the  county,  and  held  the  office  for  two 
terms.  He  was  also  a supervisor  and  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  town  of  Marathon  for 
many  years.  During  the  war  he  was  post- 
master at  Marathon,  and  at  that  time  exhib- 
ited a high  patriotism  and  love  of  the  nation, 
by  pledging  himself  to  support  the  widows 
of  any  of  the  volunteers  who  enlisted  irom 
Marathon,  should  it  chance  they  fell.  In  this 
as  in  all  other  of  his  actions  he  was  as  good 
as  his  word.  What  a blessed  relief  it  must 
have  been  to  the  Marathon  volunteers,  when 
they  took  leave  of  friends  and  loved  ones, 
that,  come  what  would,  their  wives  would 
not  want  during  the  life  of  this  prominent 
citizen  and  philanthropist  should  they  fall  on 
the  field  of  battle.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Universalist  Church,  and  a true  Christian 
gentleman,  contributing  in  more  ways  than 
one  for  the  support  of  both  his  own  and 
other  town  churches.  On  April  8,  1879,  he 
was  called  to  his  reward.  His  wife  Sally, 
who  was  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hester 

Courtright,  was  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
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Church,  and  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Mas- 
ter’s cause.  Benevolent  and  kind-hearted, 
she  knew  what  it  was  to  offer  comfort  to  the 
sorrowing  one,  and  to  solace  those  who  were 
stricken  with  misfortune  or  affliction. 

Our  subject  married  Mercy  Tarble  of 
Freetown,  this  county,  in  1869,  and  had  two 
sons.  Leon  Alanson,  an  attorney  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  was  the  elder.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  graduated  from  the  University  of  Syra- 
cuse, being  the  president  of  the  class  of  sixty 
or  seventy  members.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  and  is  now 
a member  of  the  flourishing  legal  firm  of 
Carley  & Turner.  Daniel  Arvine,  the  young- 
er, died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Carley  became 
united  in  matrimony  with  Mrs.  Annette 
Glover  of  the  town  of  Homer,  in  1886.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child, 
Oliver  Eades.  Mr.  Carley  has  always  been 
a stanch  Republican,  and  a willing  worker, 
when  called,  in  the  interests  of  the  party,  but 
he  could  never  be  accused  of  blowing  his 
own  horn  or  of  trying  to  advance  his  cause 
with  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  is  content  to 
remain  in  private  life,  and  perform  his  public 
duties  simply  and  with  little  ostentation. 


(5JYUGUSTUS  H-  BENNETT,  Cashier 
F4  of  the  Homer  National  Bank,  and 
, senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Bennett  & Starr,  shoe  dealers,  is  a worthy 
scion  of  a family  that  has  occupied  a high 
position  in  Central  New  York  since  the  early 
pioneer  times. 
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Mr.  Bennett  is  a son  of  Lorenzo  and  Al- 
mira (Stone)  Bennett.  He  was  born  on  his 
father’s  farm  on  East  Hill  in  the  town  of 
Homer,  April  14,  1840.  At  the  age  of  two 
years,  he  was  brought  with  his  father’s 
family  into  the  village  of  Homer,  where  he 
attended  school  and  grew  up  into  an  honor- 
able manhood.  He  had  the  benefit  of  an 
academic  training  at  the  Homer  Academy, 
where  he  studied  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
sixteen,  when  he  entered  the  store  of  William 
Sherman  as  clerk.  After  some  time  spent  in 
the  store  of  this  pioneer  merchant,  he  took  a 
place  in  the  establishment  of  Geo.  J.  J.  Bar- 
ber, who  was  for  many  years  Homer’s  lead- 
ing merchant.  There  he  staid  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  in  part- 
nership with  Mr.  D.  B.  Corey,  he  started  in 
1861  a shoe  business  under  the  style  of  Ben- 
nett & Corey,  which  continued  thus  until 
1877,  in  which  year  Mr.  Corey  died,  and  Mr. 
Bennett  assumed  full  control,  and  thus  man- 
aged the  store  until  1884,  when  he  sold  a one- 
half  interest  to  Mr.  E.  W.  Tripp  and  formed 
the  firm  of  Bennett  & Tripp.  Mr.  Tripp  sold 
his  share  in  1886  to  Mr.  Starr,  who  is  the 
junior  member  of  the  present  firm.  Besides 
the  time  spent  in  caring  for  the  shoe  business, 
Mr.  Bennett,  in  1884,  assisted  in  organizing 
the  Homer  National  Bank.  This  bank  has  a 
capital  stock  of  $75,000.00,  and  its  affairs  have 
always  been  in  a most  flourishing  condition. 
Mr.  Bennett  was  on  its  complete  organization 
made  the  first  cashier,  a place  he  still  holds 
to  the  extreme  satisfaction  of  all  who  are  in 
any  way  connected  with  the  institution.  As- 
sociated with  Mr.  Bennett,  in  controlling  and 
directing  the  policy  of  the  bank,  are  George 


W.  Phillips,  the  president,  and  V.  T.  Stone, 
the  vice-president. 

Mr.  Bennett's  paternal  grandfather  was  the 
oldest  of  two  brothers,  Deacon  Asa  and  Elder 
Albord  Bennett,  who  came  from  Mansfield, 
Conn.,  and  were  among  the  first  settlers 
of  Cortland  County.  Deacon  Asa  Bennett 
located  on  a farm,  latterly  known  as  the  John- 
son place,  on  East  Hill,  where  he  lived  out  a 
good  and  honored  life.  He  was  a farmer  all 
his  days,  and  was  exceedingly  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  In  the 
old  Baptist  Church  at  Homer  he  was  for 
many  years  a deacon.  He  also  took  a com- 
mendable part  in  politics,  and  served  as  su- 
perintendent  of  the  poor  of  Cortland  County 
for  a long  time.  His  wife  was  Chloe  Grow, 
and  she  bore  him  a large  family  of  sons  and 
daughters.  Among  these  children  was  Lor- 
enzo Bennett,  father  of  our  subject. 

Lorenzo  Bennett  came  into  the  world  on 
East  Hill  in  March,  1812.  He  began  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  finished 
his  mental  training  in  the  old  Cortland  Acad- 
emy at  Homer.  Possessed  of  an  eminently 
studious  mind,  this  early  training  was  really 
but  a foundation  for  the  fund  of  knowledge, 
which  by  self-teaching  and  unlimited  reading 
he  later  on  acquired.  His  earlier  work  in 
life  was  that  of  a teacher,  and  New  Jersey 
was  mainly  the  field  of  his  labors  in  that  line. 
In  1845  he  determined  upon  a mercantile 
career,  and  accordingly  embarked  in  the  shoe 
trade  at  Homer.  This  line  of  activity  he 
pursued  for  many  years.  He  finally  retired 
from  active  business  cares  and  lived  a retired 
life  until  his  death,  in  1891,  at  Homer  village. 
Mr.  Bennett  was  a Whig,  and  in  his  time 
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filled  several  of  the  local  offices.  He  was 
quiet  and  reserved  in  his  ways,  as  was  natural 
to  a man  who  was  possessed  of  his  superior 
mental  attainments.  Of  keen  literary  sense 
and  most  excellent  memory,  he  could  repeat 
without  error  many  of  the  finest  passages 
from  the  works  of  the  best  authors.  His 
marriage  with  Almira  Stone,  a daughter  of 
another  of  Cortland’s  most  prominent  fam- 
ilies, resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children, 
two  of  whom  were  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Augustus  H.  Bennett,  our  subject,  has 
been  a very  worthy  son  of  such  a noble 
father.  He  has  followed  the  teachings  of  his 
family  in  political  affairs,  and  is  an  influential 
member  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
served  on  the  board  of  supervisors,  has  been 
treasurer  of  Homer  village  corporation,  and 
a member  of  the  school  board.  He  was  a 
trustee  of  the  old  Cortland  Academy,  and 
has  served  on  the  board  of  education  for  sev- 
eral years,  being  at  present  treasurer,  and 
has  been  clerk  and  trustee  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  which  he  attends,  for  twelve 
years.  Mr.  Bennett  wedded,  June  27,  1866, 
Emma  G.  Pratt,  a daughter  of  Dr.  L.  M. 
Pratt,  who  was  once  a leading  physician  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  but  is  now  a retired  resident 
of  Homer.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union,  namely  : Adeline,  wife  of  H.  L. 

Smith,  Cashier  of  the  Second  National  Bank 
of  Cortland,  N.  Y.;  Lester  P.  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.;  Fred  V.  of  Homer;  and  Ralph  Stone, 
now  attending  school  at  home. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
solid  men  of  his  native  section.  In  business 
life  he  is  regarded  as  a sound  financier  and  a 
man  of  extremely  good  judgment.  Of  a 


genial,  happy  nature,  he  has  friends  in  every 
circle,  which  he  chooses  to  enter.  He  real- 
izes fully  the  many  responsibilities  which  rest 
on  his  shoulders,  but  performs  the  many  daily 
duties  which  fall  to  his  lot  with  a tact  and 
ease,  that  come  only  from  a long  and  trained 
experience. 


§OHN  B.  COTTRELL,  deceased,  a 
portrait  of  whom  appears  on  the  op- 
posite page,  was  one  of  the  leading 
and  most  successful  business  men  of  Cortland 
Countv.  He  was  a son  of  Jeremiah  and  Sal- 
lie  (Peckham)  Cottrell,  and  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  farm,  which  is  situated  one 
mile  north  of  the  village  of  Scott. 

Jeremiah  Cottrell  was  a native  of  Renssel- 
aer County,  N.  Y.;  accompanied  by  Ezekiel 
Potter,  he.  came  to  Scott  in  March,  1819. 
Together  they  bought  a farm  of  one  hundred 
acres,  but  later  they  divided  it,  each  taking  a 
half.  Farming  and  the  manufacture  of  flax 
were  his  lifelong  occupations.  In  political 
belief,  Mr.  Cottrell  was  a Whig.  He  was  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Seventh  Da)-  Baptist 
Church.  His  first  union  was  with  Sallie 
Peckham,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children. 
After  her  demise,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Phoebe  Ricks. 

John  B.  Cottrell  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  received  a good  common  school  educa- 
tion, but  a greater  part  of  his  mental  training 
was  acquired  by  travel  and  actual  business 
experiences.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, owning  and  conducting  a farm  of  sixty 
acres,  upon  which  he  always  lived.  He  was 


424 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


a man  of  wonderful  foresight,  and  having  the 
energy  to  work  hard  and  the  ability  to  do 
well  whatever  he  had  in  hand,  he  soon  en- 
gaged in  other  lines  of  business.  He  raised, 
bought  and  manufactured  flax  and  did  a 
large  business.  He  was  also  a member  of  a 
company  that  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
linseed  oil  at  Cortland,  but  he  soon  bought 
out  his  partners  and  operated  it  alone.  He 
also  conducted  a cheese  factory  with  the 
good  judgment  that  characterized  his  other 
business  ventures.  He  speculated  extensive- 
ly in  railroad  stock,  and  also  held  stock  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Homer,  of  which  he 
was  a director.  He  owned  three  hundred 
acres  of  land  near  East  Scott  and  another 
farm  near  South  Spafford,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Cottrell’s  maiden  name  was  Sarah  M. 
Barker,  and  she  is  a daughter  of  Darius  and 
Mary  Barker  of  South  Spafford.  She  is  a 
woman  of  many  virtues,  and  was  a kind  and 
devoted  wife,  spending  most  of  her  time  in 
the  society  of  her  husband.  She  was  a true 
helpmeet  and  contributed  largely  to  the  suc- 
cess of  Mr.  Cottrell.  They  reared  ten  chil- 
dren, gave  them  a liberal  education,  and  they 
are  now  a credit  to  the  various  communities 
in  which  they  live.  They  are  as  follows: 
William  J.,  a farmer  of  the  town  of  Scott, 
was  born  January  17,  1849,  and  married  Liz- 
zie Lee;  Mary  I.,  born  May  1,  1858,  is  the 
wife  of  Byron  Bierce,  a farmer  of  Scott ; 
Daniel,  born  May  28,  1853,  married  Harriet 
Hines,  and  is  a farmer  of  Scott ; Sarah  E., 
born  February  14,  1858,  married  J.  Lester 
Piendle,  a farmer  of  Spafford;  Emma  J.,born 
May  9,  1862,  married  Fred  Crosle)',  a farmer 


of  the  town  of  Scott;  Sallie,  born  July  29, 
1864,  lives  at  home  with,  her  mother;  Char- 
lotte, born  September  4,  1866,  died  June  5, 
1879;  George  N.  was  born  December  19, 
1869,  and  lives  at  home;  Jerry,  born  July  7, 
1869,  married  Edith  Frisbie,  and  lives  in 
Scott;  Charles  was  born  August  23,  1871, 
and  died  June  18,  1879. 

Mr.  Cottrell  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
principles  advocated  by  the  Democratic 
party,  and  his  advice  was  frequently  sought 
in  local  councils  of  that  organization.  His 
popularity  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
one  of  the  only  two  Democrats  that  ever 
represented  the  town  of  Scott  on  the  county 
board  of  supervisors.  Alike  in  his  treatment 
of  the  rich  and  poor,  he  had  many  friends  in 
both  parties.  He  was  a progressive  and 
public-spirited  man,  and  liberally  supported 
all  worthy  enterprises.  He  was  a well  in- 
formed man,  sociable,  genial,  and  a general 
favorite.  His  death,  which  was  a signal  for 
universal  mourning,  occurred  June  15,  1897, 
when  he  was  aged  seventy-one  years. 


^iAPTAIN  J.  CLAYTON  ATWATER, 
( j|  a sterling  and  prominent  citizen  of 
^ Cortland  County,  residing  in  the 
village  of  Homer,  is  a son  of  Hon.  Joseph 
and  Lucy  (Brown)  Atwater.  He  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Scott,  Cortland  County,  on 
March  8,  1837,  and  is  a descendant  of  the 
sixth  generation  from  David  Atwater,  who 
in  company  with  his  brother,  Joshua,  emi- 
grated from  England  in  the  early  colonial 
times,  settling  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  The 
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two  brothers  figured  very  prominently  in 
the  early  history  of  the  country  north  of 
Long  Island  Sound,  and  prospered  up  to  the 
best  limit  of  those  days.  According  to 
tradition  the  family  of  Joshua  Atwater  be- 
came extinct  in  the  male  line,  so  that  his 
brother  David  became  the  progenitor  of  all 
the  Atwaters  in  America.  In  the  division  of 
the  land  among  the  two  Atwaters  and  their 
fellow  colonists,  David  was  assigned  a strip 
in  what  was  called  the  “ Neck,”  a section 
that  lay  between  the  Mill  and  Quinnipiac 
Rivers.  There  it  is  believed  he  located  and 
resided  until  his  death,  October  5,  1692.  He 
married  and  reared  eleven  children,  among 
whom  was  David,  Jr.,  in  the  lineal  ancestry 
of  our  subject.  He  came  on  earth  July  13, 
1650,  at  New  Haven,  and  lived  out  a life  that 
extended  to  January  10,  1736.  He  followed 
farming,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  resided 
on  and  worked  a part  of  the  original  allot- 
ment. His  son  Joshua  was  born  January  29, 
1687,  and  wedded  Ann  Bradley,  November 
22,  1721.  He  in  turn  cultivated  land  on  the 
ancestral  estate,  and  died  January  29,  1773. 
David,  his  son,  and  great-grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  history,  began  life  September 
15,  1723.  In  manhood  he  located  at  Cedar 
Hills,  and  became  the  husband  ol  Elizabeth 
Bassett,  whom  he  wedded  November  26, 
1746.  David  was  the  father  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, and  of  them  Joshua,  born  May  13, 
1753,  was  grandfather  of  our  subject.  David 
Atwater  died  at  an  early  age,  and  his  widow 
became  the  wife  of  Abiah  Cooper. 

Joshua  Atwater,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  twice  wedded,  first  to  Betsey  Goodyear, 

January  20,  1778,  and  after  her  demise  to 
20» 


Esther  Hull.  The  first  wife  bore  him  eight 
children,  and  the  second  two.  Joseph,  a son 
of  the  last  marriage,  was  the  father  of  Cap- 
tain J.  C.  Atwater,  our  subject.  Joshua 
Atwater  came  from  Connecticut  into  New 
York  State,  and  settled  at  Homer,  where  he 
followed  all  his  days  the  arduous  labors  of 
the  pioneer  and  died  July  31,  1814.  Joseph 
Atwater,  his  son,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Homer,  August  31,  1813,  and  resided  there 
throughout  his  life,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  years  spent  in  Scott  township.  He 
departed  life  March  8,  1874.  He  was  a man 
of  education  and  refined  tastes.  Trained  in 
the  early  district  and  subscription  schools 
and  in  the  Homer  Academy,  he  at  eighteen 
years  of  age  became  a teacher,  and  followed 
the  profession  for  upwards  of  forty  years, 
Cortland  County  being  in  the  mam  the  scene 
of  his  labors  and  his  success.  Possessed  of 
that  natural  tact  and  aptitude,  which  is  so 
essential  to  the  correct  imparting  of  knowl- 
edge, he  attained  a reputation  for  thorough 
and  excellent  work,  that  made  him  a fore- 
most member  of  his  calling  in  Central  New 
York.  Joseph  Atwater  was  likewise  a 
worker  in  the  Whig  party,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  original  members  in  Cortland. 
He  was  a great  admirer  and  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  Henry  Clay,  that  peer  of  patriots. 
When  the  Republican  party  took  the  field  in 
1856,  he  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  move- 
ment, and  none  were  more  interested  in  the 
new  party’s  success  and  welfare  than  he. 
Many  places  of  honor  and  trust  came  to  Mr. 
Atwater,  in  all  of  which  stations  he  per- 
formed his  duty  faithfully  and  well.  His  dis- 
trict sent  him  to  Albany  as  a member  of  the 
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lower  house  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1857 
and  1858.  He  was  superintendent  of  schools 
for  the  county  at  the  time  the  law  was 
changed,  and  the  duties  of  that  position 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a school  commis- 
sioner. Mr.  Atwater  also  served  his  town 
on  the  board  of  supervisors  and  was  for 
many  years  a justice  of  the  peace.  In  all  his 
relations — professional,  social  or  political — 
Mr.  Atwater  was  ever  held  in  the  highest 
esteem.  Honest,  straightforward  and  up- 
right, he  was  looked  up  to  by  all  as  a 
valuable  teacher,  a trustworthy  adviser,  and 
a progressive,  loyal  fellow-citizen.  Joseph 
Atwater  was  united  in  marriage  April  9, 
1834,  with  Lucy  Brown,  who  bore  him  four 
daughters  and  one  son.  The  children  were 
by  name:  Lucy  Aurelia,  born  February  2, 
1835  ; Captain  J.  C.,  our  subject:  M.  Antoin- 
ette, born  January  30,  1843;  H.  Ursula,  born 
September  29,  1845  > and  Nellie,  born  No- 
vember 24,  1854.  Lucy  Aurelia  became  the 
wile  of  Seymour  Z.  Minor  of  Skaneateles, 
N.  Y.  Antoinette  wedded  John  W.  Fred- 
erick, but  died  October  7,  1879;  Ursula 
married  first  Dwight  D.  Clark,  and  after  his 
death  became  the  wife  of  Lyman  Fosmer  of 
Homer.  Nellie  died  in  infancy. 

Captain  J.  Clayton  Atwater,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  obtained  his  mental  training  in 
the  district  schools  and  at  the  Cortland  (now 
Homer)  Academy.  Following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  beloved  father,  he  at  eighteen 
years  of  age  began  teaching,  and  followed  it 
with  a large  measure  of  success  for  twenty- 
five  years.  In  1862,  he  put  on  the  blue  uni- 
form, enlisting  in  Co.  D,  157th  Reg.  N.  Y. 
Yol.  Inf.,  and  went  away  to  the  war.  He 


served  until  hostilities  came  to  a close  be- 
cause of  the  glorious  victories  of  the  Union, 
and  received  his  honorable  discharge  July  1, 
1865.  Mr.  Atwater’s  war  record  was  an 
active  and  admirable  one.  Besides  being  in 
an  innumerable  number  of  skirmishes,  he 
took  part  in  the  terrible  battles  of  Chancel- 
lorsville  and  Gettysburg.  In  the  latter  en- 
gagement, he  was  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner, July  2,  1863.  Two  days  later,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  being  repulsed,  he  was 
returned  to  his  company. 

After  the  war  was  brought  to  a successful 
close,  Mr.  Atwater  returned  home,  much 
broken  in  health.  To  regain  his  former 
vigor,  he  worked  at  farming  for  a time,  and 
also  spent  a little  while  in  a store.  His 
former  profession  called  him,  however,  so  he 
went  to  teaching  again,  and  continued  until 
1872.  In  that  year  he  embarked  in  the  drug 
and  stationery  business  at  Homer  with  Wil- 
liam A.  Kellogg  for  a partner.  Fifteen  years 
later,  he  bought  out  Mr.  Kellogg’s  interest, 
and  took  his  son,  Fred  C.,  into  partnership, 
under  the  style  of  J.  C.  Atwater  & Son. 
The  following  year,  he  sold  his  share  of  the 
business  to  William  H.  Foster,  and  it  was 
continued  as  Atwater  & Foster  until  1896. 
Mr.  Atwater’s  retirement  from  the  firm  in 
1888  was  on  account  of  failing  health  ; he  has 
since  devoted  his  time  to  looking  after  a 
farm  of  112  acres,  situated  about  three  miles 
west  from  Homer.  This  place  he  conducts 
more  for  the  sake  of  having  something  to 
busy  himself  with  than  for  any  reasons  of  a 
pecuniary  nature. 

Mr.  Atwater  takes  a lively  interest  in 
various  enterprises  for  the  improvement  of 
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the  village  and  county.  He  is  a director  and 
vice-president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Homer ; was  a director  until  recently  of  the 
Fisher  Manufacturing  Co.;  and  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Empire  State  Improve- 
ment Co.  This  latter  company  purchased 
lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Syracuse, 
and  laid  them  out  into  lots,  which  they  put 
upon  the  market.  Mr.  Atwater,  naturally, 
is  a Republican,  and  he  takes  a very  pro- 
nounced interest  in  that  party’s  success.  He 
has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office.  ^For 
fifteen  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Homer,  and  has 
always  taken  an  advanced  position  in  educa- 
tional matters.  Fraternal  affairs  claim  his 
attention,  for  he  is  a comrade  and  past  com- 
mander in  Willoughby  Babcock  Post,  No. 
105,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a past  master  of  Homer 
Lodge,  No.  352,  F.  & A.  M.  November  7, 
i860,  Captain  Atwater  and  Miss  L.  Euretta 
Babcock  were  happily  united  in  marriage, 
and  to  them  has  since  been  born  one  son, 
Fred  C.,  who  is  at  present  writing  a repre- 
sentative of  the  Fraser  Tablet  Triturate  Man- 
ufacturing Co.  of  New  York  City,  and  is  the 
president  of  the  village  of  Homer. 


(s)JX'  B.  BENHAM,  a retired  farmer,  who 
• now  resides  in  the  village  of  Cort- 
■J V _ . land,  has  in  his  life-time  accom- 
plished very  much  in  the  way  of  bettering 
the  condition  of  the  people,  who  are  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  by  showing 
them  how  to  perform  their  duties  in  a way 
that  will  bring  them  the  greatest  amount  of 


returns  for  the  labor  expended.  Fie  has  been 
in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  a model 
farmer,  and  one  to  whom  great  prosperity 
has  come.  He  tilled  the  soil  in  a methodical, 
intelligent  manner,  and  made  his  calling  a 
real  study,  just  as  much  as  any  professional 
man,  who  reads  and  practices  that  he  may 
excel  in  the  chosen  lines  of  his  life.  Mr. 
Benham  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Sally  (Baker) 
Benham,the  latter  a daughter  of  John  Baker, 
and  was  born  May  12,  1820,  at  Marcellus, 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. 

Isaac  Benham  was  a native  of  Catskill,  N. 
Y.  In  early  life  he  was  a farmer,  but  later 
he  moved  to  Marcellus,  where  he  spent 
twenty-five  years  working  in  the  business  of 
making  high  wines.  He  next  engaged  in 
farming  near  McLean,  Tompkins  County,  N. 
Y.,  later  following  the  same  pursuits  in 
Sennett,  Cayuga  County,  and  still  later  mov- 
ing to  Auburn,  where  he  rounded  out  the  rest 
of  his  days.  Isaac  Benham  was  thrice  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife,  Eunice  Baker  by  name, 
bore  him  one  son,  John  B.  His  second  wife 
left  seven  children:  A.  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  ; Vincent  B.,  deceased  ; Asa  B.;  Alan- 
son  J.;  Eunice;  Sarah  Ann  ; and  Mary  Jane. 
To  the  third  wife  were  born  seven  children: 
David,  deceased  ; David  (2) ; Isaac;  Matilda; 
R.  Eliza;  James;  and  Charlotte.  John  B. 
Benham,  the  son  of  the  first  wife,  grew  up  to 
be  a very  worthy  man.  He  was  pastor  of 
the  First  M.  E.  Church  of  Cortland  at  one 
time,  and  then  went  to  Africa  as  a mission- 
ary. He  spent  some  years  in  that  field,  but 
had  to  finally  give  up  the  work  on  account  of 
his  ill  health.  Isaac  Benham  was  quite  a 
well  known  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in 
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which  he  reared  his  family.  Politically,  he 
was  a Whig-. 

A.  B.  Benham  engaged  in  farming  just  as 
soon  as  he  left  school.  He  had  charge  of  the 
Cornell  farms  for  four  years,  and  then  tilled 
what  were  known  as  the  Spring  Brook  farms. 
While  there  he  began  to  bring  into  play  his 
ideas  of  what  farming  should  be;  in  i860  he 
received  a first  premium  of  $50.00  for  having 
the  best-conducted  grain  farm  in  New  York 
State.  In  1863  he  received  another  first 
award  for  having  the  best  dairy  farirudn  the 
state.  This  farm  he  sold  to  his  son  later  on, 
and  came  to  Cortland  to  live.  At  this  writ- 
ing he  is  leading  a retired  life.  However,  he 
still  looks  after  his  farm  holdings,  and  sees 
that  they  are  being  conducted  properly.  He 
has  a fine  place  near  Cortland,  another  near 
South  Cortland,  and  still  another  in  Free- 
town. Besides  having  the  reputation  of 
being  the  best-posted  farmer  in  Cortland 
County,  he  has  won  distinction  as  a breeder 
and  raiser  of  fine  stock,  and  owns  few  equals. 
In  his  day  he  handled  some  of  the  finest 
grades  of  shorthorn  cattle  that  were  ever 
raised  in  Cortland  County.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Benham  is  an  ardent  Prohibitionist.  He  was 
formerly  a Republican,  but  came  to  realize 
that  intemperance  was  becoming  the  great 
curse  of  our  otherwise  prosperous  times,  and 
determined  to  throw  the  whole  force  of  his 
influence  on  the  side  of  the  right.  He  is  a 
consistent  and  upright  devotee  of  the  M.  E. 
denomination,  being  a trustee  as  well  as  the 
oldest  member  of  the  Homer  Avenue  M.  E. 
Church  of  Cortland  village.  When  the  new 
church  home  was  built,  he  was  one  of  the 
main  supporters  of  the  enterprise. 


Mr.  Benham’s  first  wife,  Caroline  E.  Smith, 
was  removed  from  his  side  by  the  hand  of 
death,  after  making  him  the  proud  father  of 
four  bright  children.  Charles  M.,  deceased, 
was  the  eldest  ; he  left  a widow  and  six 
daughters  who  reside  in  McLean,  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.  George  is  an  attorney  of 
Chicago,  111.,  and  is  one  of  the  most  talented 
of  the  rising  young  men  of  that  western 
metropolis.  He  has  a great  amount  of  liter- 
ary ability,  and  is  a prolific  writer.  Susan 
H.  is  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Lyon,  and  has  one 
daughter.  Mary  is  deceased ; she  married 
E.  B.  Woodworth,  and  left  one  daughter. 
Mr.  Benham’s  second  wife  was  Margaret  E. 
(Bower)  (Bishop),  widow  of  Edgar  Bishop. 
Two  children  have  resulted  from  this  second 
union:  Anna  Louise,  wife  of  Joseph  T. 

Ewing,  an  Episcopal  minister  of  Jonesville, 
Mich.,  and  mother  of  two  children;  and  Ade- 
laide E.,  who  is  a teacher  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


SCAR  D.  MOORE,  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Harris  & Moore,  leading 
grocers  of  Cortland,  is  a native  of 
New  York,  and  was  born  March  12,  1849. 

His  father  secured  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  after  which  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  engaged  in  this 
business  and  also  in  lumbering  in  Tioga 
County,  N.  Y.,  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
In  politics  he  was  an  active  Republican  and 
at  one  time  held  the  office  of  overseer  of 
highways.  Although  a poor  and  hard  work- 
ing man,  he  was  a good  citizen  and  took  an 
active  interest  in  educational  matters.  He 
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was  desirous  of  giving  his  son  a better  educa- 
tion than  he  himself  had  received  ; just  as 
his  son  was  about  to  enter  college,  Mr. 
Moore’s  health  failed  and  he  was  unable  to 
carry  out  his  plans.  He  reached  an  advanc- 
ed old  age,  dying  in  1895. 

Oscar  D.  Moore  received  a common  school 
education,  after  which  he  took  a course  pre- 
paratory to  entering  college.  When  his 
father’s  health  gave  way,  he  was  called  upon 
to  help  support  the  family,  which  he  did  by 
teaching  school  in  Tioga  County,  N.  Y. 
After  seven  years  of  teaching  he  entered  the 
ministry  and  for  thirteen  years  he  preached 
the  doctrines  of  the  Evangelical  Luther- 
an Church  in  Morristown,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.  He  is  an  earnest  and  devout 
Christian,  and,  during  that  period  of  his 
career,  labored  conscientiously  for  the  cause 
of  Christ  and  the  Church.  He  then  con- 
ducted a grocery  store  in  Cedars,  N.  Y. 
While  there  he  was  considered  the  leader  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  was  called  upon 
to  accept  a number  of  offices  ; for  three  years 
he  served  in  an  official  capacity  as  postmas- 
ter and  later  was  notary  public  for  a time. 
In  1895,  he  came  to  Cortland  and  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  in  partnership  with  M. 
Iv.  Harris,  the  firm  name  being  Harris  & 
Moore.  These  gentleman  carry  a line  of 
goods  that  is  the  equal  of  any  in  the  village, 
and  being  honest  and  fair-dealing  men,  they 
have  acquired  a large  and  paying  business. 

Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage  Sep- 
tember 1,  1883,  his  wife  formerly  being  Mary 
Brooks,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Brooks.  They 
have  reared  one  child,  R.  May,  whom  they 
adopted.  Mr.  Moore  is  a prominent  member 


of  the  John  Lewis  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  No. 
587,  of -Cortland.  He  is  kind  and  genial  in 
disposition  and  has  many  friends  and  well 
wishers  in  the  various  communities  in  which 
he  has  lived.  At  the  present  Mr.  Moore  has 
charge  of  the  Congregationalist  Church  at 
Groton  City,  occupying  the  pulpit  each  Sab- 
bath morning. 


§OHN  H.  KELLEY,  Esq.,  of  Cortland, 
belongs  to  the  younger  generation  of 
men,  upon  whose  willing  shoulders 
are  slipping  the  burdens  of  those  whom  age 
is  fast  relegating  to  the  honored  and  revered 
past.  The  traditions  of  Cortland  County’s 
bar  are  especially  honorable  and  worthy  of 
study,  for  they  reach  far  back  into  the  early 
history  of  Central  New  York.  Of  the  bar- 
risters of  repute  whose  names  are  coming  to 
the  front,  none  rank  higher  than  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  has  prepared  himself 
carefully  and  well  for  his  chosen  profession, 
and  the  increasing  duties  find  him  ever 
ready  and  capable  of  performing  them.  Mr. 
Kelley  was  born  at  Canastota,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a son  of  Thomas  H. 
Kelley,  who  was  a native  of  St.  Johns,  New 
Brunswick.  Thomas  Kelley’s  father  at  his 
death  left  him,  quite  a lad,  to  the  care  of  an 
uncle.  His  home  was  not  at  all  congenial  to 
him,  so  the  boy  with  the  independence  of 
action,  that  was  afterward  so  characteristic  of 
the  man,  ran  away  and  took  to  the  sea.  For 
ten  years  he  sailed  before  the  mast,  and  de- 
veloped a hardy  manhood.  He  then  left  the 
life  on  the  wave,  married  a Miss  Margaret 
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Vanderworker  and  established  a home  at 
Canastota,  N.  Y.,  where  he  turned  his  time 
and  attention  to  tilling  the  soil,  remaining  in 
that  locality  for  several  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Hannibal,  N.  Y.,  spending  his  last 
years  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  dying  at 
the  residence  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Watson,  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one.  His  wife  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine.  Six  children  made  up  the 
family  of  the  sailor-farmer,  as  follows : John 
H.,  our  subject;  George  C.;  Mary  E.  (Wat- 
son); Catherine  C.  (Holmes);  Thomas  J.;  and 
Grace  (Byrne). 

John  H.  Kelley  was  born  in  the  Canastota 
home,  but  the  removal  to  Hannibal  gave  him 
the  advantages  of  the  old  Falley  Seminary, 
where  he  finished  the  education  commenced 
in  the  public  schools.  The  study  of  law  he 
began  in  the  office  of  and  under  the  Hon. 
William  H.  Paucher  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  one 
of  the  ablest  jurists  in  the  State.  Before 
completing  his  legal  studies,  Mr.  Kelley  be- 
gan teaching  school  in  Oswego  County,  and 
taught  at  several  points  in  the  central  part  of 
the  state,  being  at  one  time  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Whitehall,  N.  Y.  As  a teacher  he 
attained  prominence  and  marked  success,  but 
ever  kept  before  him  his  original  purpose 
and  intention  of  ultimately  being  admitted  to 
the  bar.  After  twenty  years  of  teaching, 
he  returned  to  his  legal  work,  striding  with 
Judge  Chester  of  Albany,  and  attending  the 
Albany  I, aw  School,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  ol  1893.  Shortly  after  his  gradua- 
tion he  located  in  Cortland  village,  and  is  at 
the  present  writing  engaged  in  a lucrative 
and  fast  growing  general  practice.  In  Janu- 


ary, 1897,  Mr.  Kelley  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace. 

Mr.  Kelley  was  wedded  in  1875  to  Miss 
Jenny  L.  Smith,  daughter  of  Eli  Smith  of 
McGrawville,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.  To 
them  have  come  seven  children,  by  name: 
Waldemar  S.;  Maud  I.;  Roger;  Blanche; 
Hugh  V.;  Neal;  and  Lawrence  H. 

The  subject  of  this  writing  has  always 
been  a sincere  and  loyal  Republican  and  is 
active  in  all  the  local  councils  of  that  organiza- 
tion. He  is  secretary  of  the  county  commit- 
tee, and  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  local  Republican  League.  In  social 
affairs  Mr.  Kelley  is  well  known  and  popular, 
and  holds  a membership  in  Lodge  No.  320, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  In  all  things,  Mr.  Kelley  is  a man 
of  trained  judgment  and  rare  skill.  On  his 
professional  duties  he  brings  to  bear  a ripe 
experience  and  a training  that  is  taken  ac- 
count of  by  his  large  and  appreciative  client- 
age. As  one  of  the  prominent  and  well- 
known  attorneys  of  Cortland  County,  who 
has  performed  well  his  part  in  the  life  of  the 
community,  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  pre- 
sent Mr.  Kelley’s  portrait  on  a preceding 
page. 


'|^)TONTETER  BOWER,  residing  in 
jr- r|  Homer  village,  Cortland  County, 

-L9  V is  an  extensive  owner  of  land  and 

other  real  estate.  He  is  a gentleman  who  has 
had  a wide  and  varied  business  experience,  and 
he  understands  what  elements  bring  success 
in  life.  Mr.  Bower  is  a native  of  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a son  of  Jesse  and  Kate 
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(Miller)  Bower,  a grandson  of  Honteter 
Bower,  and  a great-grandson  of  Tilmon 
Bower.  The  last  named  was  brought,  when 
a lad  of  eight  years,  to  this  country.  His 
parents,  who  were  Germans,  decided  to  make 
America  their  future  home,  and  were  among 
the  earlier  settlers  of  Tompkins  County.  On 
first  coming  to  this  country,  the  family  had 
sojourned  for  a time  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  state  was  the  birth-place  of  Honteter 
Bower,  our  subject’s  grandfather.  He  spent 
nearly  all  his  days  in  Tompkins  County,  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  died  there.  He  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Mary  Teter,  who  bore 
him  a family  of  nine  children.  His  second 
marriage  was  with  Eliza  Brock,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children. 

Jesse  Bower,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  third  child  of  the  first  mar- 
riage. He  was  ushered  into  life  at  the  fam- 
ily home  in  1802,  and  lived  until  1870.  His 
entire  life  was  given  over  to  the  work  of  gen- 
eral farming,  though  he  engaged  with  mark- 
ed success  in  the  breeding  and  raising  of  fine 
stock.  As  prosperity  came  to  Jesse  Bower, 
h<=  became  quite  a power  in  Tompkins  Coun- 
ty. He  was  an  old  line  Whig,  and  a man  of 
the  best  inclinations.  His  marriage  with 
Kate  Miller  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four 
daughters  and  one  son. 

Honteter  Bower,  of  whom  this  article  is 
written,  was  the  third  child,  and  was  born 
on  his  father’s  farm,  February  19,  1832. 

While  a lad,  he  was  given  the  best  schooling 
that  the  section  afforded,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood tilling  the  soil.  He  continued  farming 
until  1861,  when  he  moved  to  Syracuse,  and 
embarked  in  the  real  estate  business.  Engaged 


in  this  line,  he  passed  ten  )Tears  of  prosperous 
business  life,  at  the  end  of  the  period  moving 
to  Cortland  County  and  locating  in  Homer, 
where  he  now  resides.  Since  Mr.  Bower 
has  come  to  be  numbered  among  the  first 
residents  of  Homer,  he  has  dealt  extensively 
in  real  estate,  yet  live  stock,  horses  and  cat- 
tle have  been  his  leading  specialties.  He  has 
steadily  prospered  and  is  the  owner  of  sev- 
eral fine  farms.  Political  affairs  have  taken 
as  much  of  his  time  as  his  busy  life  could 
allow,  and  he  has  always  been  a Republican. 
In  church  belief  he  is  a Presbyterian,  of 
which  denomination  he  is  an  active  and  liber- 
al supporter.  When  a young  man  he  wedded 
Sarah  Squire  of  Preble  township,  but  no 
children  have  ever  been  born  to  the  couple. 
Mr.  Bower  is  of  that  stamp  of  manhood 
which  gives  solidity  and  reliability  to  any 
community.  Taught  largely  in  the  school  of 
experience,  he  has  learned  his  lessons  well, 
and  is  to-day  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his 
adopted  county. 


WATSON  J.  BLACK,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Scott,  was 
born  July  3,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Eli  and 
Louisa  (Hull)  Black.  The  Black  family  is  of 
New  England  stock,  George  Black,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  being  born  at 
Blandford,  Mass.  In  the  old  Bay  State  he 
grew  to  manhood,  married  and  spent  most 
of  his  life.  He  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  when  the  Revolutionary  War 
broke  out  he  cast  aside  his  work  and  hastened 
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to  the  aid  of  his  country.  He  was  in  many 
fierce  battles  and  was  with  Washington’s 
army  during  the  winter  spent  at  Valley 
Forge,  which  was  the  darkest  and  most 
gloomy  period  of  the  war.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible to  realize  the  sufferings  of  those 
brave  men  ; they  were  but  half  clothed,  and 
many  of  them  left  a trail  of  blood  behind 
them,  for  they  were  without  shoes  and  the 
frozen  snow  and  ice  cut  their  feet.  He  also 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Cherry  Run.  Mr. 
Black  became  the  father  of  thirteen  children, 
whose  records  are  as  follows  : Riley  ; Henry 
and  Eli  settled  in  the  south-west  part  of  the 
town  of  Scott ; Russell  and  Archibald  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Homer,  but  subsequently 
sold  their  property  and  went  to  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio  ; Joseph  finally  located  on  a 
farm  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  William  went  to 
Cooperstown,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.;  Polly 
came  to  Scott,  married  Isaac  Neff,  and  then 
removed  to  Wisconsin  ; James  left  home  and 
was  never  again  heard  from  ; Lectia  married 
a Mr.  Morgan  and  lived  in  Tioga  County, 
Pa.;  and  the  other  two  died  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

Eli  Black  was  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  Fis  county,  where  he  bought  a farm 
of  one  hundred  acres,  thickly  covered  with 
timber.  He  then  returned  to  Massachusetts, 
and  the  following  year  he  again  came  to 
Scott,  accompanied  by  his  two  brothers, 
William  and  Henry;  Russell  followed  them 
shortly  after.  Eli  Black  cleared  up  his  land 
and  put  it  into  a state  of  cultivation  ; he  sub- 
sequently sold  that  farm  and  purchased  the 
farm  upon  which  his  son,  Norman  C.,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page,  now  resides. 


In  politics,  he  is  a Democrat,  but  all  his 
brothers  were  Whigs.  Mr.  Black  chose  as 
his  companion  in  life  Miss  Louisa  Hull,  a 
daughter  of  Jerry  Hull  of  the  town  of  Ho- 
mer. Three  children  blessed  this  union, 
namely:  Dwight,  who  died  at  an  early  age; 
Norman  C.;  and  Watson  J.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Watson  J.  Black  was  born  and  reared  on 
the  old  Black  homestead,  and  received  his 
primary  education  in  the  district  schools, 
after  which  he  attended  Homer  Academy. 
He  left  school  at  the  age  of  twenty  and 
began  farming  on  his  father’s  farm.  Three 
years  later  he  located  on  a farm  near  by,  in 
the  northwest  part  of  the  town  of  Homer, 
which  was  originally  settled  by  Mr.  Hull. 
Here  he  has  since  lived  and  followed  farming 
and  dairying.  The  farm  contains  140  acres 
of  good  farm  land,  is  well  stocked,  and  sup- 
plied with  large,  neat  and  substantial  build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Black  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Belle  Gillette,  a daughter  of  Harley  Gillette 
of  Scott,  in  1862.  They  became  the  parents 
of  one  child,  Loyal  E.,  who  formed  a matri- 
monial alliance  with  Miss  Inez  Niver,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  who  was  christened 
Harley.  In  politics,  our  subject  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  has  never  sought  office.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  church  affairs,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Scott ; at 
present  he  is  steward  and  trustee  of  that  or- 
ganization. By  his  own  unaided  industry 
and  activity  Mr.  Black  has  made  a success  of 
this  life.  He  is  well  known  throughout  the 
county,  and  has  a large  number  of  friends 
and  well-wishers. 
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NDWIN  P.  BURDICK,  an  old  soldier 

J and  one  of  the  best  known  farmers 

of  the  town  of  Scott,  who  raises  the  choicest 
fruit  and  vegetables  produced  in  his  section, 
is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Polly  (Stillman)  Bur- 
dick, and  was  born  in  Scott,  this  county, 
September  5,  1833. 

Joseph  Burdick,  his  father,  was  a native  of 
Rhode  Island,  but  settled  in  Scott  when  a 
young  man,  prior  to  his  marriage.  He  took 
up  a tract  of  Government  land  of  100  acres, 
covered  with  heavy  timber,  the  only  clearing 
being  a small  space  where  the  log  house 
stood,  about  50  rods  east  of  the  present  site 
of  the  hotel  of  Scott.  He  delighted  in  the 
hunt,  and  the  woods  and  streams  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  home  furnished  him  abundant 
game.  This  was  of  the  most  exciting  kind, 
consisting  in  great  part  of  panther,  wolves, 
etc.  The  table  was  often  supplied  with  the 
choicest  venison  and  fish,  the  result  of  his 
efforts,  which  proved  a very  acceptable 
change  from  the  necessaril)r  plain  fare  of 
the  pioneer  families.  He  was  a most  indus- 
trious man  and  bent  his  energies  to  the  clear- 
ing of  his  land,  which  was  accomplished  in 
good  time,  leaving  him  a good  quality  of 
farm  land,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  This  farm 
was  located  one-half  mile  east  of  Scott  vil- 
lage, on  the  old  state  road.  He  was  an  up- 
right, honorable  man  in  all  his  dealings,  quiet 
and  unassuming  and  a man  who  made  many 
friends.  He  was  a very  successful  farmer 
and  was  considered  a shrewd  man  of  busi- 
ness. He  was  an  old  line  Whig,  and  later  an 
Abolitionist  of  the  strongest  kind,  and 
gave  his  support  to  the  cause  of  Anti-Slavery. 


He  united  with  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church  and  was  a conscientious,  Christian 
gentleman.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Miss  Taggert,  who  died  soon  after  giving 
birth  to  a son.  The  only  child  of  this  union 
was  named  Joseph.  His  second  wife  was 
Polly  Stillman,  to  whom  were  born  twelve 
children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  These 
children  are  all  dead  except  Edwin  P.,  Mrs. 
Emma  Barber  of  Scott,  and  Amos  R.  of  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  The  parents  are  both  dead, 
the  father  dying  February  2,  1852,  aged 

seventy  years. 

Edwin  P.  Burdick  was  reared  in  Scott  and 
educated  in  the  district  schools.  He  remain- 
ed at  home  until  the  death  of  his  father  which 
occurred  when  he  was  eighteen  years  old, 
when  he  was  employed  by  G.  W.  Green  in 
the  manufacture  of  flax  for  market.  So 
much  aptitude  did  he  show  in  his  work,  and 
so  proficient  did  he  become,  that  at  the  end 
of  five  years  he  was  taken  into  the  firm  as  a 
partner  and  continued  in  the  business  three 
years  more.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  bought  a farm  of  twenty  acres  which  he 
cultivated,  at  the  same  time  finding  consider- 
able employment  as  a house  decorator.  He 
continued  this  work  for  fifteen  jmars,  and 
was  quite  an  artist  in  that  line,  his  services 
being  in  great  demand  both  as  a painter  and 
paper-hanger. 

He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
a daughter  of  Daniel  Babcock  of  Scott, 
Zemira  Babcock,  the  marriage  being  cele- 
brated in  June,  1856.  One  child  was  born  to 
them,  a daughter,  Nettie,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Babcock,  residing  in  Wisconsin. 
After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Burdick,  he  was 
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united  to  Harriet  Richardson  of  Scott,  whose 
parents  were  originally  from  Vermont;  two 
children,  both  sons,  were  the  fruits  of  this 
union:  William  of  Homer,  and  Fred,  a 
traveling  salesman  of  Scott. 

During  the  late  Rebellion,  Mr.  Burdick  en- 
listed in  Co.  H,  1 6th  N.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery, 
on  January  2,  1864,  and  served  until  June, 
1865,  when  the  members  of  the  company 
received  their  discharges  from  the  service  of 
the  government.  The  regiment  first  went  to 
Gloucester  Point  opposite  Yorktown,  Vir- 
ginia, then  to  Yorktown,  where  it  was  en- 
gaged in  building  forts,  etc.  The  regiment 
next  went  with  Grant  up  the  James  River  to 
Bermuda  Hundred,  but  the  rebel  army  had 
retired  before  their  arrival.  The  1 6th  N.  Y. 
Heavy  Artillery  then  marched  to  Wilson’s 
Landing  and  built  a fort.  At  that  place  Mr. 
Burdick  first  acted  as  corporal. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
his  family  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
twenty-eight  acres  in  the  village,  upon  which 
he  still  lives.  He  is  a natural  mechanic,  a 
talent  inherited  from  his  mother,  her  people 
numbering  among  them  some  bright  mechan- 
ical geniuses.  For  many  years  he  manufac- 
tured a revolving  horse  rake,  which  met  with 
ready  sale.  He  is  a Republican,  and  has 
served  his  party  in  the  capacity  of  constable 
and  deputy  sheriff  for  eighteen  consecutive 
years ; has  represented  his  party  in  town- 
ship and  county  conventions;  was  chairman 
of  the  Scott  delegation  in  the  last  campaign ; 
and  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  last  four  years  with  so  much  satisfaction 
to  his  constituency  that  he  was  elected  at  the 
last  election  (1897)  to  hold  the  post  for 


another  four  years.  He  joined  the  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church  when  in  his  ’teens,  and 
has  always  endeavored  to  lead  the  life  of  an 
exemplary  Christian.  He  has  filled  most  of 
the  offices  in  the  organization,  and,  like  his 
father,  is  known  as  an  upright,  honorable 
man.  In  his  business  ventures  he  has  met 
with  success,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  the  county.  His  home  bears  evi- 
dence of  comfort  in  all  its  surroundings. 
Mr.  Burdick  spends  his  time  among  his  fruit 
and  vegetables,  and  takes  a great  deal  of 
pleasure  in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  as 
well  as  deriving  much  profit  from  it.  His 
fruits  are  of  the  choicest  variety,  and  are  of 
exquisite  flavor,  while  his  vegetables  rank 
among  the  best  the  county  produces. 


YqV /ILLIAM  T.  SMITH,  a worthy 

V?V  resident  of  the  village  of  Cortland, 
is  considered  by  the  best  judges  to  be  one  of 
the  most  successful  business  men  in  the  con- 
fines of  the  county.  He  is  now  in  full  charge 
of  the  Keator,  Wells  & Co.  Wagon  Works  of 
Cortland,  and  is  putting  forth  his  best  efforts 
to  build  up  the  business  of  the  company,  and 
place  it  among  the  first  concerns  in  the 
county.  He  has  accomplished  a good  deal 
in  the  way  of  starting  new  enterprises  in 
Cortland,  and  is  certainly  advanced  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  ideas.  Mr.  Smith  is  a son  of 
Raymond  and  Eliza  Ann  (Pierce)  Smith,  and 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
March  30,  1841. 

The  ancestors  of  Raymond  Smith  were 


’ 
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English,  but  he  was  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  there  obtained  his  schooling.  He 
learned  the  trade  ot  a carriage-maker,  and 
then  established  a carriage  manufacturing 
business  at  Coventry,  R.  I.,  which  he  ran 
until  he  came  to  the  town  of  Homer,  this 
county,  in  1842.  After  his  arrival  in  this 
count)',  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1850,  when  he  engaged  again  in  the 
manufacture  of  carriages,  continuing  in  that 
line  with  marked  success  until  his  death  in 
1880.  His  books  for  that  period  showed 
larger  receipts  and  balances  than  those  of 
any  other  firm  engaged  in  similar  lines  of 
business  in  Cortland  County.  In  the  old 
days  of  the  Whig  party,  he  was  a faithful 
adherent  and  supporter  of  its  men  and  prin- 
ciples, but  after  the  advent  of  the  Republican 
party  he  never  lost  a chance  to  cast  his  vote 
and  influence  in  behalf  of  that  political  or- 
ganization. He  served  as  a trustee  of  the 
village  of  Homer.  The  following  children 
were  born  to  him : R.  F.,  who  is  living  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.;  Anna  F.;  Amelia  F.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  J.  S.  Wright;  Julia; 
Rosanna;  and  William  T.,  the  subject  of  this 
article.  Mr.  Smith  died  June  25,  1880,  while 
his  wife,  left  a widow,  lived  until  June,  1896. 

The  education  that  our  subject  received  in 
the  common  schools  was  supplemented  by 
an  attendance  of  three  years  at  the  Homer 
Academy.  He  then  learned  the  carriage 
manufacturing  business  in  his  father's  shop 
at  Homer.  In  January,  1883,  Mr.  Smith 
moved  to  the  village  of  Cortland,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  omnibuses  and 
cabs,  continuing  in  that  line  for  twelve  years. 
He  was  president  and  secretary  of  the  Cort- 


land Omnibus  Cab  Co.,  and  instrumental  in 
building  their  large  factory.  In  1891  he  sold 
his  stock  in  that  company,  and  for  the  en- 
suing year  did  not  interest  himself  in  any 
particular  business  projects.  In  1892  he 
purchased  a place  on  Railroad  Street,  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons  and 
omnibuses  for  a year  and  a half,  and  then 
retired  for  another  year.  On  December  14, 
1896,  he  assumed  his  present  position  as 
superintendent  of  the  Keator  & Wells  Co., 
which  position  he  still  retains.  In  1880,  he 
married  Hattie  McKay,  but  has  no  children. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but  lack  of 
time  and  inclinations  have  kept  him  from 
taking  a hearty  interest  in  local  affairs  of  a 
political  nature.  Mr.  Smith  is  a Mason  and 
belongs  to  Cortlandville  Lodge,  No.  470.  In 
his  religious  belief  he  is  liberal. 


R.  HALSEY  J.  BALL  of  Scott 
village,  whose  portrait  is  shown 
on  the  opposite  page,  was  born  in 
Cortlandville,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y., 
August  12,  1868.  He  is  a son  of  Dr.  Jay 
Ball  and  a grandson  of  Isaac  Ball,  who  was 
born  in  1783,  in  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  and  who 
at  the  age  of  ten  years  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Berkshire,  Tioga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1856. 
Isaac  Ball  was  a carder  and  cloth  dresser, 
and  followed  that  trade  during  his  early 
life,  but  subsequently  turned  his  energies 
toward  farming.  He  was  a good  general 
reader,  and  was  especially  well  informed  in 
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the  politics  of  his  country.  He  was  succes- 
sively Whig,  Abolitionist,  and  Republican. 
His  religious  ties  allied  him  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  took  for  his  life  com- 
panion Casandra  Johnson,  by  whom  he  had 
eight  children  — three  daughters  and  five 
sons. 

Dr.  Jay  Ball  was  born  in  Berkshire,  N.  Y., 
May  io,  1827,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town  Determining  to 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  a professional 
career,  he  began  to  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
Rowell  in  Owego,  N.  Y.  His  first  course  of 
lectures  were  taken  at  the  Geneva  Medical 
College,  and  he  finished  his  studies  in  the 
University  of  New  York,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  1848.  His  first  place  of  practice 
was  at  Virgil,  this  county,  where  he  re- 
mained for  five  years  ; from  there  he  went  to 
Homer  village,  and  was  a physician  of  that 
place  for  five  years ; then  located  in  Cortland 
village,  where  he  continued  in  active  and 
most  successful  practice  continuously  until 
1884 — since  then,  owing  to  his  declining 
health  and  advanced  years,  he  has  spent  his 
winters  at  Auburndale,  Polk  County,  Flor- 
ida, practicing  there  in  winter  and  in  Cort- 
land village  in  the  summer.  Immediately 
after  his  graduation  from  the  University  of 
New  York,  he  took  up  the  study  of  Homeo- 
pathy under  the  direction  of  Elijah  Lovejoy, 
M.  D.,  of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  has  since  been 
an  able  exponent  and  successful  practitioner 
of  that  school  of  medical  theory  and  prac- 
tice, building  up  and  maintaining  a large  and 
lucrative  practice  in  this  county.  In  early 
life  he  espoused  the  doctrines  and  principles 
of  Republicanism,  but  of  late  he  has  been 


alike  independent  in  his  views  and  in  casting 
his  ballot.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  ot  Cortland.  In  1858  he  married 
Jennie  L.  McConnell,  daughter  of  Michael 
McConnell,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  but  spent  the  active  period  of  his  life 
as  a farmer  in  Sempronius,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.;  he  died  in  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  in  1886. 
Michael  McConnell  was  a son  of  James 
McConnell,  a native  of  County  Armagh, 
Ireland,  wh’o  married  a lady  from  Scotland 
bearing  the  same  name.  The  sister  of  Mrs. 
Ball  is  the  wife  of  William  A.  Bean  of 
Homer. 

Dr.  Jay  Ball  has  but  one  son — Halsey  J. 
Ball,  M.  D.,  who  was  educated  in  the  aca- 
demical department  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Cortland,  where  he  graduated 
with  the  class  of  ’87.  Having  read  medicine 
in  the  meantime  under  the  preceptorship  of 
his  father,  he  entered  the  New  York  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  College  and  Hospital,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  The  sub- 
sequent year  was  spent  as  a resident  physi- 
cian in  Ward's  Island  Hospital.  In  May  of 
1891  he  located  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
was  an  inspector  of  the  health  department  in 
the  division  of  contagious  diseases,  remain- 
ing there  until  the  autumn  of  1894,  when  he 
came  to  Scott,  where  by  professional  skill 
and  close  attention  to  his  duties  he  has  built 
up  a lucrative  practice.  He  is  corresponding 
member  of  the  Homeopathic  Medical  Soci- 
ety of  the  County  of  New  York,  and  also  of 
the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  He  is  health  officer  of 
the  town  of  Scott.  He  has  always  been  a 
a Democrat  in  politics,  but  is  not  especially 
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active.  On  May  12,  1891,  he  was  married  to 
Jennie  M.  Niles,  daughter  of  Henry  C. 
Niles  of  Tuscola,  111.,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Jennie  Louise. 


7 CHARLES  H.  FAIRBANKS.  Promi- 
C Sp  nent  and  conspicuous  among  the 

^ leading  agriculturists  of  Homer 

township  is  the  gentleman  named  above, 
whose  sterling  worth  and  companionable 
traits  have  given  him  a place  of  influence  in 
the  community,  and  have  caused  him  to  be 
regarded  with  a high  amount  of  respect.  He 
was  born  March  26,  1835,  in  the  town  of 
Homer  in  the  farm-house,  where  he  now  re- 
sides, and  which  has  been  the  birth-place  of 
three  generations.  His  parents  were  Harvey 
and  Lois  (Hall)  Fairbanks. 

The  family  name  was  formerly  spelled 
“ Ffairbanke  ” ; the  final  “e”  was  first  ex- 
changed for  an  “ s,”  and  at  last  the  initial  “f  ” 
was  dropped.  Our  subject  in  1885  compiled 
a partial  history  of  the  Fairbanks  family, 
which  was  published  in  pamphlet  form,  to 
which  we  are  much  indebted  for  many  of  the 
facts  in  this  sketch.  All  the  Fairbanks  in  the 
country  are  descended  from  Jonathan  Fair- 
banks, who  settled  in  Dedham,  Mass.,  in  1633. 
Members  of  the  various  branches  of  the 
family,  of  which  there  are  now  eleven  gener- 
ations, have  achieved  distinction  in  all  the 
walks  of  life,  but  the  principal  calling  has 
been  that  of  farming.  In  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  the  Fairbanks  took  a prominent 

part,  for  over  200  members  of  that  family 
21 


fought  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  their 
names  may  be  found  on  the  regimental  rolls. 
The  first  postmaster  of  the  City  of  Boston 
was  a Richard  Fairbanks.  Of  all  the  numer- 
ous branches,  it  is  likely  that  the  Fairbanks 
family  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  is  the  best 
known.  This  family  has  had  to  do  with  the 
manufacture  of  Fairbanks’  scales.  Sir  Thad- 
deus  Fairbanks,  the  original  inventor  of  the 
scales,  was  the  recipient  of  many  honors  from 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  He  was  knighted 
by  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  Bey  of  Tunis, 
and  the  King  of  Siam.  He  also  invented  the 
refrigerator  and  cast  iron  plow.  On  the  St. 
Johnsbury  Academy  he  expended  about 
$200,000.00  in  building  and  equipping  it ; the 
institution  was  originated  in  1848  by  the  three 
brothers,  Erastus,  Thaddeus,  and  Joseph  P., 
who  composed  the  original  firm  of  E.  & T. 
Fairbanks  & Co.  The  St.  Johnsbury  Fair- 
banks were  own  cousins  of  our  subject’s 
father,  and  moved  from  Brimfield,  Mass.,  to 
their  location  in  Vermont. 

Recurring  now  to  the  original  American 
ancestor  of  our  subject,  Jonathan  Fairbanks, 
we  find  that  he  emigrated  to  this  country 
from  Somerby,  in  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire, England,  in  a vessel  named  the  Speed- 
well. In  1636  he  erected  a dwelling-house  in 
Dedham,  Mass.,  which  was  so  substantial  and 
durable  in  its  structure  that  it  is  still  in  good 
preservation  after  the  storms  and  vicissitudes 
of  two  centuries  and  a half,  during  all  of 
which  time  Fairbanks  have  continued  in  un- 
interrupted possession,  the  house  being  now 
the  home  of  a direct  descendant  of  the  orig- 
inal emigrant.  Jonathan  Fairbanks  died  at 
Dedham,  Mass.,  December  5,  1668.  Flis 
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wife,  Grace,  bore  him  the  children  named 
below  : John  ; George  ; Mary  ; Susan  ; Jonas ; 
and  Jona.  George,  the  second  son,  was  born 
in  England;  in  1657  he  removed  from  the 
parental  home  at  Dedham  to  Sherburne  (now 
Medway),  Mass.  There  he  held  an  honor- 
able position  in  the  community,  and  served 
his  town  as  selectman.  His  wife,  Mary, 
made  him  the  father  of  seven  children. 
He  departed  this  life  January  10,  1682. 
His  children  were:  Mary,  born  No- 

vember 10,  1647;  George,  May  26,  1650; 
Samuel,  October  28,  1652;  Eliesur,  June 

8,  1655;  Jonas,  February  23,  1657;  Dr. 
Jonathan,  May  1,  1662;  Margaret,  June 
27,  1664. 

Eliesur  Fairbanks  joined  his  fortunes  with 
those  of  Martha  Bullard.  He  lived  in  Sher- 
born,  Middlesex  County  as  earljr  as  1680,  and 
was  selectman  in  1703.  His  issue  was: 
Mary,  born  October  31,  1678;  Martha, 
January  22,  1680;  Lydia,  March  8,  1682; 
Margaret,  December  9,  1684;  Mercy,  Oc- 
tober 18,  1688;  and  Eleasur,  December  29, 
1690. 

The  youngest  of  the  above  company  lived 
in  Sherborn,  and  died  there  September  19, 
1741.  His  children  were : Rev.  Eleazar,  born 
July  23,  1716;  Joseph,  September  17,  1718; 
Deborah,  November  12,  1719;  Moses,  Aug- 
ust 14,  1721;  Sarah,  September  25,  1722; 
Martha,  August  2,  1724;  Abel,  November  28, 
1726;  Abigail,  August  18,  1728;  David,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1731  ; Abagail,  May  5,  1732;  Eben- 
ezer,  June  1,  1734;  and  Mary. 

Rev.  Eleazar  Fairbanks  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in 
Sherborn,  Mass.,  and  married  Prudence 


Cary.  They  removed  to  Plainfield,  Conn., 
and  from  there  to  Killingly  in  the  same  state. 
His  last  years  were  spent  in  Munson,  Mass. 
He  was  a minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  children  were:  Martha,  Pru- 
dence, Betty,  Eleazar,  Abel,  Rufus,  and 
Sarah. 

Abel  Fairbanks,  who  was  born  May  12, 
1754,  lived  through  his  younger  years  in 
Brimfield,  Mass.  He  married  Hannah  Hobbs, 
eighth  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Flint)  Hobbs.  Abel  Fairbanks  followed  the 
occupation  of  a farmer  and  carpenter.  He 
was  a man  of  steady,  industrious  habits,  and 
much  looked  up  to  by  his  neighbors,  who 
valued  his  good,  common-sense  and  excellent 
judgment.  Personally,  he  was  a fine-appear- 
ing man,  in  stature  a little  above  the  average  ; 
his  chief  attraction,  however,  was  his  pleasant, 
kindly  countenance.  For  many  years  he  was 
a faithful  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  About  1783  he  removed  to  Sharon, 
Vt.,  from  which  place  he  went  to  Cornish, 
N.  H.,  where  about  forty  years  of  his  life 
were  spent.  He  died  at  Fairfield,  Vt.,  at  the 
residence  of  his  son  Benjamin,  March  27, 
1842.  His  wife  passed  away  April  9,  1840. 
Following  were  the  members  of  the  fam- 
ily: Chester,  born  March  11,  1778;  Joseph, 
April  19,  1779;  Benjamin,  March  9,  1781; 
Abel,  November  22,  1782;  Rufus,  June  18, 
1785;  Harvey,  October  1,  1787;  Zabad, 
June  5,  1790;  Betsey,  May  19,  1792;  Pol- 
ly, October  24,  1793  ; and  Sally,  August 
26,  1795. 

Harvey  Fairbanks,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  at  Sharon,  Vt.,  married  Lois  Hall, 
January  23,  1816,  and  removed  from  Cornish, 
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N.  H.,  to  Homer,  N.  Y.,  in  the  winter  of 
1816.  He  settled  on  a farm  that  was  heavily 
timbered  and  in  much  the  same  state  as  an 
unbroken  forest.  He  went  to  work  with  a 
will  and  determination  and  what  with  his  un- 
tiring industry  and  steady  perseverance  he 
soon  had  the  farm  cleared,  and  lived  many 
years  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labors.  He 
had  cultivated  a taste  for  reading,  and  was 
at  all  times  well  informed  on  all  the  current 
topics  of  the  day ; like  all  educated  men  he 
was  broad  and  liberal  minded,  and  showed 
great  respect  for  all  others,  no  matter  what 
their  views.  He  was  disposed  to  be  chari- 
table in  his  actions  and  deeds,  and  never  har- 
bored ill  will  against  his  neighbors.  He  was 
one  of  the  best  of  men  to  get  along  with, 
and  it  was  a decided  pleasure  to  spend  a few 
moments  in  his  company.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Homer  for 
nearly  sixty  years.  He  died  September  16, 
1877,  honored  and  respected  of  all  men. 
Some  years  before  his  death  he  commenced 
a paper  entitled  “ Recollections  of  the  Last 
Century,”  which  he  unfortunately  never  had 
an  opportunity  to  finish.  Some  of  the  inci- 
dents of  farm-life  in  New  England  a century 
ago  were  touched  on,  and  a clear  insight  into 
the  home-life  of  the  sturdy  people  who  threw 
off  England’s  yoke  is  given.  There  were  no 
maps  or  blackboards  in  the  schools,  and  the 
ciphering  was  done  on  white  birch  bark. 
When  they  wished  to  write  they  utilized  a 
quill  for  a pen  and  ink  of  their  own  manufac- 
ture as  a writing  fluid  ; the  paper  used  was 
ruled  with  a lead  plummet.  It  was  indeed  a 
strange  sight  in  the  summer  time  not  to  see 
a boy  barefoot,  for  shoes  were  too  expensive 


for  such  common  use  ; it  was  even  not  un- 
common to  go  barefoot  in  winter,  as  our 
subject’s  father  did  for  one  or  two  different 
winter  seasons.  The  houses  were  small,  of 
but  one  story,  without  paint  and  poorly 
lighted,  with  a big  fire-place  and  brick  oven, 
where  they  baked  the  pork  and  beans,  and  rye 
and  Indian  bread.  The  inhabitants  for  the 
most  part  obtained  their  living  through  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  as  most  of  them  were 
poor,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  being 
industrious  and  economical  in  their  habits. 
Their  only  luxuries  were  such  as  they  raised 
or  produced  themselves.  The  women  were 
good  housekeepers,  industrious  and  frugal, 
and  carded,  spun  and  wove  most  of  the 
cloth  worn  by  the  members  of  the  family. 
The  carding  was  done  by  hand,  and  most  of 
the  cloth  was  made  up  just  as  soon  as  it 
came  from  the  loom.  But  very  little  tea  or 
coffee  was  used  except  pea  coffee  ; for  sup- 
per, bread  and  milk  or  pudding  and  milk  or 
bean  porridge  was  invariably  eaten.  Wag- 
ons were  almost  unknown,  and  horses  were 
used  chiefly  for  the  saddle.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  Harvey  Fairbanks,  as  follows : 
Louisa,  born  March  25,  1817,  died  August  1, 
1845  ; Juliett,  January  4,  1819,  married  Ches- 
ter Cobb,  and  is  the  mother  of  Francis  H. 
Cobb,  whose  personal  history  appears  else- 
where; Mary  L.  (Clute),  July  1,  1821  ; Lucy 
Hall  (Pond),  June  5,  1823  ; Charles  Henry, 
March  21,  1825,  died  October  1,  1826;  Lau- 
ra, November  10,  1828,  died  August  28,  1829; 
Moody  Hall,  December  17,  1830,  died  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1831  ; Milton  Whitney,  May  13, 
1834,  died  January  6,  1842;  and  Charles  H., 
the  subject  of  this  biography,  who  was  born 
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March  26,  1835.  All  of  the  above  nine  chil- 
dren were  born  in  the  home  that  was  built 
by  Harvey  Fairbanks,  and  which  has  shelter- 
ed the  subject  of  this  notice  all  his  life.  It 
has  been  the  birth-place  of  three  generations, 
for  our  subject’s  children  were  all  born  there, 
and  some  of  his  grandchildren. 

Charles  H.  Fairbanks  obtained  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
but  he  did  not  stop  in  his  pursuit  of  knowl- 
edge with  that  goal  reached.  He  became  a 
voracious  reader  very  early  in  life,  and  by 
confining  himself  to  good  literature  he  has 
been  able  to  acquire  an  excellent  general  ed- 
ucation, that  would  fit  him  for  almost  any 
duty  in  life  outside  the  learned  professions. 
He  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
has  always  lived  there;  the  property  consists 
of  seventy  acres  of  arable  and  fertile  land, 
that  is  kept  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  with 
all  the  necessary  improvements.  He  has 
been  careful  in  his  farming,  and  has  been  cor- 
respondingly successful  also.  He  is  esteemed 
as  an  intelligent,  upright  citizen,  whose  co- 
operation it  is  always  well  to  have  in  times  of 
doubt  and  uncertainty.  He  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  takes  a lively,  wide  awake  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  but  cannot  be  termed 
a venal  office  seeker.  In  political  literature 
he  is  well  read,  and  keeps  well  in  touch  with 
all  occurrences  of  importance.  He  has  been 
a consistent  member  of  the  Homer  Congre- 
gational Church  for  many  years,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  a mat- 
ter of  six  years. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  entered  the  married  state 
on  October  9,  1855,  for  on  that  date  he  was 
joined  in  marriage  with  Amelia  A.  Williams, 


who  was  born  at  Homer  November  20,  1836, 
a daughter  of  Col.  Zebina  Williams,  a farmer 
of  that  town.  Milton  Hall  Fairbanks,  our  sub- 
ject’s eldest  son,  born  at  Homer,  February  5, 
1857,  married  Avis  E.  Stebbins,  October  27, 
1880;  she  was  born  November  29,  1859.  Me 
is  an  apiarist,  and  keeps  one  hundred  and 
seventy  colonies  of  bees.  His  product  of 
honey  in  1896  was  ten  thousand  pounds.  He 
is  a complete  master  of  his  business,  and  was 
for  two  years  president  of  the  Union  Bee- 
keeper’s Association  of  Central  New  York. 
His  children  are:  Clarence  Earldane,  born 
August  4,  188 1 ; Lena  Amelia,  born  June  13, 
1885;  Fred  Hall;  and  Dorothy  Louisa.  Her- 
bert Charles  Fairbanks,  our  subject’s  second 
son,  was  born  at  Homer,  March  5,  1859.  On 
July  2,  1878,  he  married  Ellen  Hammon, 
who  was  born  June  14,  1857.  He  is  a skilled 
machinist  and  draughtsman ; he  was  sup- 
erintendent in  Reynolds  & Lang’s  ma- 
chine shop  and  engine  works,  Ithaca,  N. 
Y.,  and  in  the  shops  of  Hornellsville, 
N.  Y.;  he  is  now  experimental  and  mechanical 
engineer  in  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
He  has  one  son,  Frank  Latta,  who  was  born 
at  Ithaca,  December  16,  1884.  Thomas  Ches- 
ter Fairbanks,  the  youngest  son  of  Charles 
H.,  our  subject,  was  born  at  Homer,  Septem- 
ber 14,  1861,  and  when  a young  man  of 
twenty-two  years,  in  the  spring  of  1884,  went 
to  Waseca,  Minn.,  where  he  became  the 
owner  of  330  acres  in  the  famous  spring  wheat 
belt  of  the  northwest.  He  was  industrious 
and  of  good  habits,  and  displayed  a good 
deal  of  mechanical  skill.  He  is  now  a pros- 
perous and  successful  farmer  of  Homer, 
N.  Y.  He  married  Lucy  Alvord. 
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j^jrON.  SAMUEL  A.  CHILDS,  ex-mem- 
r^j  ber  of  Assembly,  ex-supervisor  of 

-lA*  V. • the  town  of  Scott,  and  one  of  the 

most  favorably  known  men  of  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  is  a son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Hemstraught)  Childs  and  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Owego,  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  Janu- 
ary 25,  1830. 

The  original  name  was  spelled  “ Child,” 
but  finally  the  “s”  was  added.  The  family 
is  of  English  extraction,  and  Ephraim  Childs, 
who  was  born  in  England  and  who  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1630,  was  the 
first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America.  He 
settled  in  Roxbury,  Mass.  Subsequently  his 
nephew,  Benjamin  Childs,  emigrated  from 
England  to  Roxbury.  Seven  sons  of  Benja- 
min Childs  left  Roxbury  and  settled  at  Wood- 
stock,  Conn.  One  of  these  sons  is  the  lineal 
ancestor  of  our  subject. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Harba 
Childs,  who  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Conn., 
April  28,  1764;  after  his  marriage  in  1786  to 
Polly  Lee  of  Pomfret,  Conn.,  he  moved  to 
Hartland,  Vermont,  where  all  his  children 
were  born,  except  the  youngest,  Dr.  Seth 
Childs.  In  1805  he  moved  to  the  town  of 
Barnston,  Canada,  where  he  passed  from  this 
life  in  1814.  He  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits from  early  manhood  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful. He  was  the  father  of  seven  children, 
one  of  whom  was  the  father  of  our  subject, 
Charles  Childs. 

Charles  Childs  was  born  in  Hartland,  Ver- 
mont, in  1798.  He  was  a carder  and  cloth 
dresser  by  trade,  and  followed  that  craft  all 
his  life  in  Tioga,  Tompkins,  and  Cortland 
Counties.  During  his  early  life  he  taught 


school  in  the  town  of  Owego,  Tioga  County. 
In  1847  he  came  to  the  village  of  Scott,  this 
county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days, 
dying  in  1861.  He  was  always  a Democrat 
in  politics,  but  was  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  slavery,  and  cast  his  last  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  married  Mary  Hemstraught,  in 
the  town  of  Owego,  Tioga  County,  and  they 
reared  five  children.  The  eldest,  Charles, 
Jr.,  was  born  in  Owego  in  1821,  and  died  in 
1896  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  had  lived 
since  the  Mexican  War,  having  been  a sol- 
dier under  Gen.  Cassius  M.  Clay;  the  regi- 
ment of  which  he  was  a member  was  ordered 
to  reinforce  the  assaulting  columns  at  Mexico, 
and  immediately  started  for  that  place,  but 
arrived  just  after  the  conquest  of  the  city  of 
Mexico  in  time  to  see  the  “Stars  and  Stripes” 
wave  over  the  captured  city  ; upon  his  re- 
turn from  the  war  he  accepted  a position  as 
baggage  master  on  the  C.  & P.  R.  R.,  which 
position  he  continued  to  hold  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  The  record  of  the  four  other 
children  is  as  follows:  Lucy,  widow  of  the 

late  David  H.  Whitney,  is  a resident  of  Camp- 
ville,  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.;  Elias  Waldo  lives 
in  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  marble  and  granite  business — he  mar- 
ried Diadama  Hawley,  sister  of  Gen. 
Joseph  Hawley,  United  States  Senator  from 
Connecticut  and  a distinguished  statesman  ; 
Samuel  A.,  who  heads  this  personal  sketch  ; 
and  Marcus,  who  lives  in  the  town  of  Owego, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  as  a teacher  for 
the  past  thirty  years. 

Hon.  Samuel  A.  Childs  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  Cortland 
Academy,  which  was  supplemented  by  gen- 
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eral  reading  and  study.  He  left  school  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years  and  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  taught  seven  or  eight  winters; 
he  also  taught  five  terms  in  the  Scott  public 
schools.  Subsequently  he  operated  a farm, 
and  now  owns  120  acres  of  the  best  improved 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Scott. 
In  1886  he  moved  to  Scott  village,  where  he 
has  retired  from  active  life.  Politically,  he 
has  been  an  untiring  and  consistent  Republi- 
can, laboring  zealously  and  conscientiously  in 
behalf  of  that  organization,  and  has  devoted 
much  labor  and  considerable  sums  of  money 
towards  its  advancement.  He  has  filled  the 
office  of  supervisor  for  ten  years,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  board  in  1877,  and  has  filled 
many  other  town  offices.  In  1879-80  he  rep- 
resented Cortland  County  in  the  State  As- 
sembly. While  in  the  Assembly,  he  was 
instrumental  in  having  passed  the  “ Oleo- 
margarine Bill,”  supporting  the  bill  in  con- 
junction with  Maj.  Oscar  H.  Curtis.  The 
bill  is  now  in  force  as  a law.  He  was  also 
active  in  the  support  of  many  other  meas- 
ures, calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
county.  He  served  on  the  Committee  of 
Public  Education,  being  the  only  member  on 
that  important  committee.  He  served  also 
on  the  Committee  of  the  Affairs  of  Villages, 
Charitable  and  Religious  Societies.  He  has 
been  chairman  of  county  conventions  a great 
number  of  times,  and  represented  his  party 
frequently  in  caucuses  and  conventions.  He 
is  a man  of  good  judgment,  and  his  advice  is 
frequently  sought  by  others  in  matters  of 
business.  He  was  chairman  of  the  town  war 
committee  all  through  the  war,  and  was  enroll- 
ing officer  for  the  towns  of  Scott  and  Preble. 


On  April  9,  1853,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lucelia  O.  Whiting  of  Scott,  and 
they  reared  the  following  children  : Earnest 
W.,  a resident  of  Scott;  Henry  Ward,  who 
resides  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  is  represent- 
ing the  American  Book  Co.;  and  Harold,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mrs.  Childs  died 
September  24,  1879,  aged  fifty-six  years.  Our 
subject  was  again  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Niver  of  Scott,  March  25, 
1893. 

The  character  of  Mr.  Childs  has  secured 
for  himself  both  the  respect  and  affection  of 
his  associates.  While  of  the  quick  and  im- 
pulsive temperament  that  makes  leadership, 
he  is  sympathizing  and  generous.  He  is  a 
man  of  wonderful  resources,  great  executive 
ability  and  untiring  energy.  His  portrait  ap- 
pears in  connection  with  this  biographical 
notice  on  a preceding  page. 


^V*-\ULLER  BROTHERS.  This  name 
j=  I wherever  it  is  known,  and  it  is 
H -L  v well  known  throughout  Cort- 
land County,  is  a synonym  for  business  enter- 
prise, stability  and  integrity.  The  firm  con- 
ducts a private  bank  at  Truxton,  has  a 
general  hardware,  lumber,  harness  and 
wagon  business,  and  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  Bryant  Furniture  Co.  of  Truxton.  The 
members  of  the  above  wide-awake  and  pro- 
gressive firm  are  Peter  D.  Muller  and 
Albert  C.  Mulller.  The  family  is  German  in 
its  origin.  Their  grandfather  was  Cornelius 
Midler,  who  was  born  and  spent  his  entire 
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life  in  Crefelt,  Kingdom  of  Prussia,  Ger- 
many, where  he  was  a merchant. 

Peter  D.  Muller,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Muller  Brothers,  was  born  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  June  29,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Peter 
D.  and  Hannah  L.  (Carroll)  Muller.  Peter 
D.  Muller,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Crefelt,  Germany, 
in  1812,  and  in  1833,  when  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  taking  up  his  residence  in  this  coun- 
try in  New  York  City.  He  at  once  engaged 
in  the  importation  of  velvets,  satins,  silks, 
cloth,  shawls,  laces,  embroideries,  etc.,  at 
33  Broad  Street,  and  continued  to  follow 
this  business  until  1859,  when  he  sold  out 
and  removed  to  Schroon  Lake,  Essex  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  bought  a large  tract  of 
land,  that  is  now  called  the  Loch  ML1ller 
place.  In  i860  he  passed  from  this  life,  leav- 
ing a large  estate.  He  had  been  educated 
for  the  Catholic  priesthood,  but  as  a business 
life  was  more  congenial  to  him  than  the  life 
of  a priest,  he  quietly  left  his  native  country 
and  came  to  America,  with  the  result  that 
we  see  above.  He  afterwards  returned  to 
his  native  country  to  visit  his  friends  and 
relations.  He  married  Hannah  L.  Carroll, 
who  had  been  brought  to  the  West  Indies  by 
her  father  and  one  brother,  Albert  Carroll. 
They  were  ship  wrecked,  and  landed  in  the 
West  Indies,  where  the  father  died,  and  Miss 
Carroll  was  brought  to  Elizabeth  City,  N.  J., 
by  her  step-mother.  Later  they  moved  to 
Long  Island,  where  they  became  residents  of 
Brooklyn,  in  which  city  Miss  Carroll  con- 
tracted her  marriage  with  the  father  of  our 
subjects.  They  reared  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Peter  D.,  Jr.;  Jennie  L., 


deceased ; Albert  C.;  and  Frederick  C.  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of 
Francis  Hendrick  & Co.  of  that  city. 

Peter  D.  Muller  received  his  education  in 
the  academies  of  Glens  Falls  and  Sandy 
Hill.  He  was  then  employed  in  a tannery  of 
Pottersville,  N.  Y.,  for  three  years,  after 
which,  in  1866,  he  removed  to  Syracuse,  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for  six 
years.  In  1872  he  came  to  Truxton,  Cort- 
land County,  and  engaged  in  farming,  oper- 
ating a farm  of  three  hundred  acres  located 
three  miles  east  of  Truxton  village.  In 
January,  1887,  Mr.  Muller  and  his  brother, 
Albert  C.,  began  to  deal  in  general  hardware, 
lumber,  harness  and  wagons,  which  business 
has  grown  to  very  large  proportions.  They 
also  conduct  a private  bank,  and  are  deeply 
interested,  financially  and  otherwise,  in  the 
Bryant  Furniture  Co.  of  Truxton.  Peter  D. 
Muller  is  a director  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Cortland.  In  addition  to  the  farm  which  he 
operates,  he  owns  three  other  farms,  which 
he  rents.  Persevering,  continuous  and  ener- 
getic efforts  tell  the  great  secret  of  Mr. 
Midler’s  success.  To  describe  his  personality 
in  a few  words,  he  is  a zealous,  energetic, 
public-spirited  citizen,  true  to  his  purpose  in 
life,  independent  in  action,  and  actively 
engaged  in  business. 

Mr.  Muller  married  Mary  D.  Risley, 
daughter  of  Alvah  Risley  of  Truxton,  the 
ceremony  taking  place  in  1871,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  children : Alvah  R.,  who 
married  Jennie  G.  Harrington  of  Syracuse, 
and  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Muller  Bros.; 
and  Jennie  L.,  who  remains  at  home.  Mr. 
Muller  in  his  politics  has  always  adhered 
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stanchly  to  Democracy  and  its  principles ; 
he  has  served  as  supervisor  of  the  town,  but 
with  the  exception  of  this  single  office  his 
acquaintance  with  practical  politics  has  been 
slight,  for  his  manifold  business  duties  claim 
his  whole  attention.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Truxton  Lodge,  No.  342,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Albert  C.  Muller  holds  a high  rank  among 
the  successful  and  enterprising  business  men 
of  the  town  of  Truxton.  He  was  born  in 
Washington  Hotel,  New  York,  December 
27,  1852.  He  received  a liberal  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Syracuse,  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  left  school  and  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  with  his  brother, 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  He 
then  entered  the  store  of  J.  W.  Yale  & Co., 
dealers  in  wall  paper  and  pictures,  and  con- 
tinued in  their  employ  for  ten  years.  He 
then,  in  company  with  his  younger  brother, 
Frederick  C.  Muller,  conducted  a picture 
frame  business  on  their  own  account  at  No. 
64  South  Salina  St.,  Syracuse,  for  seven 
years,  under  the  firm  name  of  Muller  Bros. 
Albert  C.  Muller  then  moved  to  Truxton, 
and  in  partnership  with  Peter  D.  Muller 
engaged  in  a mercantile  business.  Mr. 
Midler  is  a public-spirited  man,  and  always 
lends  his  aid  and  influence  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  measures,  which  he  believes 
will  be  conducive  to  the  general  good.  He 
is  a man  of  wonderful  resources,  great  execu- 
tive ability  and  untiring  energy. 

Albert  C.  Muller  chose  as  his  life  com- 
panion Miss  Sarah  Spencer,  and  they  were 
happily  joined  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony, 
September  28,  1881.  She  is  a daughter  of 
William  Spencer  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  To 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muller  there  were  born  three 
children:  William  P.;  Irene  S.;  and  A.  Car- 
roll.  Politically,  Mr.  Muller  is  an  avowed 
Democrat.  He  is  a member  of  the  Truxton 
Lodge,  No.  342,  A.  O.  U.  W. 


KEMAN  W.  POTTER,  M.  D„  a phy- 
sician and  surgeon  of  Homer,  N.  Y., 
— ^ was  born  in  the  town  of  Scott, 
Cortland  County,  April  26,  1853.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  then  went  to  the  Homer  Acad- 
emy and  the  Cortland  Normal  School.  His 
collegiate  course  was  pursued  at  Alfred  Uni- 
versity, located  at  Alfred  Center,  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1876.  Immedi- 
ately following  his  graduation,  he  taught 
school,  being  principal  of  the  graded  school 
at  Hope  Valley,  R.  I.,  for  two  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Homer  and  began  reading 
medicine  with  Dr.  L.  D.  Eaton  of  Homer 
village.  He  obtained  his  medical  education 
at  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Homer  in  1881,  where  he  is  still 
located. 

Dr.  Potter  comes  from  pure  English  par- 
entage. His  family  in  America  was  founded 
by  Nathaniel  Potter,  who  came  from  the 
mother  country  in  early  colonial  times,  and 
made  a home  in  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island. 
From  this  home  center,  the  family  has 
branched  out  until  its  members  are  found  in 
most  of  the  states  of  the  Union.  There  has 
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ever  existed  a marked  predilection  for  the 
learned  professions  in  the  family,  and  many 
descendants  of  Nathaniel  Potter  have  made 
names  of  honor  for  themselves  in  medicine, 
in  the  ministry,  and  as  teachers.  Several 
others  too  have  found  prosperity  and  good 
reputation  in  the  busy  marts  of  trade  and 
commerce.  The  line  of  ancestry,  that  con- 
nects the  subject  of  our  sketch  with  the 
founder  of  the  family  is  continued  from  Na- 
thaniel through  Ichabod,  Thomas,  Stephen, 
Stephen,  Jr.,  Ezekiel,  Perry  to  Leman  W., 
the  present  representative. 

Ezekiel  Potter,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  but  in  boyhood 
removed  to  Petersburg,  N.  Y.  There  he 
lived,  labored  and  in  death  went  the  way  of 
all  flesh.  His  faithful  helpmeet  was  Abigail 
West.  He  had  married  her  in  Rensselaer 
County,  and  had  brought  her  and  his  chil- 
dren into  Scott  township,  Cortland  County, 
in  1819.  Mr.  Potter  was  among  the  pioneer 
farmers  of  this  section,  and  bravely  met  and 
sturdily  overcame  all  the  obstacles  which  be- 
set his  way.  In  early  life  he  had  been  a 
miller  He  served  through  the  War  of  1812 
as  a “post  rider,’’  and  won  distinguished 
honors.  He  was  politically  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  W’hig  party,  and  filled  many  local 
offices.  Mr.  Potter  was  essentially  a relig- 
ious man,  and  a strong  supporter  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church.  Six  children 
composed  his  family,  among  whom  was 
Perry,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Perry  Potter  was  born  in  1818,  and  as  a 
child  of  one  year  was  brought  by  his  father 
into  Cortland  County.  Here  he  has  lived  his 
life,  giving  his  time  and  attention  to  tilling 


the  soil,  and  to  wresting  from  the  bosom 
of  Mother  Earth  wealth  and  happiness. 
Prosperity  has  been  his  lot,  and  he  has  for 
years  held  a place  of  high  standing  and  real 
worth  in  the  community.  His  family  tradi- 
tions naturally  made  him  a Whig,  and  later 
led  him  to  join  the  Republican  ranks.  He 
has  in  his  day  held  many  of  the  local  offices. 
He  is  a deacon  in  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  a pillar  of  strength  to  the  de- 
nomination. His  wife’s  maiden  name  was 
Roxanna  Burdick,  a daughter  of  an  old  and 
honorable  Central  New  York  family.  She 
was  born  in  1820,  and  is  still  alive.  Two 
sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  this 
couple.  Those  now  living  are  by  name: 
Harlan,  a farmer  of  Scott  township;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  Arthur  Green  of  Scott;  and  Le 
man  W.,  our  subject.  One  daughter  died  in 
infancy. 

Dr.  Potter,  aside  from  his  directly  profes- 
sional lines,  is  a very  energetic  gentleman  in 
the  town  and  county.  He  is  president  of  the 
Cortland  County  Homeopathic  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  is  a trustee  and  president  of  the 
school  board  of  Homer  Academy.  Like  his 
respected  father,  he  follows  the  doctrines  of 
the  Seventh  Day  Baptists,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican.  He  wedded,  in  1876,  Miss  Nellie 
Phillips,  a daughter  of  Ezekiel  Phillips  of 
Richmond,  R.  I.,  and  now  is  the  father  of 
three  children:  Winfred;  Carroll;  and 

Bertha. 

Dr.  Potter  is  a quiet,  unassuming  gentle- 
man of  a pronounced  studious  nature.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  him  to  keep  in  step  with  the 
wonderful  advances  made  of  late  in  his  pro- 
fession. There  is  no  new  thing  that  escapes 


45  2 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


his  attention,  and  he  is  quick  to  grasp  and 
utilize  any  modern  discovery,  which  may  be 
used  to  the  advantage  of  his  patients.  Care- 
ful and  conservative,  he  is  a strict  adherent 
to  the  ethics  of  his  craft,  and  possesses  the 
traits  of  a true  professional  worker. 


VC/Vy  J.  GREENMAN,  president  of  the 

VpV.  Cortland  Door  & Window  Screen 
Co.,  and  a public-spirited  and  progressive 
citizen  of  the  village  of  Cortland,  is  a son  of 
John  M.  and  Hannah  H.  (Cowan)  Greenman, 
and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cortlandville, 
December  13,  1858. 

His  grandfather,  Homer  Greenman,  was 
born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Cortland 
County  on  horseback,  settling  in  the  town  of 
Solon,  east  of  McGrawville.  He  was  an 
industrious,  enterprising  citizen,  with  a love 
for  work,  and  a capacity  for  achieving  suc- 
cess in  whatever  he  undertook  to  accomplish. 
He  followed  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  all 
his  life  in  Cortland,  and  was  respected  by  all 
men  of  character  and  position.  His  family 
consisted  of  six  boys  and  four  girls. 

His  son,  John  M.,  was  born  in  Cortland 
County  in  1822,  and  he  also  followed  the 
pursuits  of  agriculture  throughout  the 
greater  part  ol  his  life.  Two  years  prior  to 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1865,  he  took  up 
merchandising,  and  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
very  successful  career,  when  he  was  stricken 
low.  His  wife,  Hannah  H.  Cowan,  survives 
him  and  lives  in  Cortland  with  her  son,  W. 
J.  The  elder  son,  James,  was  killed  in  1850 


at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  while  assisting  in 
the  raising  of  a barn  on  the  home  farm. 

Mrs.  Greenman,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
is  a daughter  of  Judge  Cowan,  who  was  born 
in  Scotland.  When  Judge  Cowan  was  a lad 
of  seven  years,  his  father  and  mother  came 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.  They  finally  came  to  Cort- 
land County  in  1848,  settling  between 
McGrawville  and  Cortland.  There  Judge 
Cowan  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
engaged  in  the  peaceful  and  beautiful  pur- 
suits of  husbandry.  He  was  successful  and 
prosperous  to  an  unusual  degree,  and  was 
the  proud  owner  of  a fertile  farm  of  255 
acres,  well  improved  and  adapted  to  a very 
diversified  and  general  system  of  farming. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  for 
his  services  received  a valuable  land  grant  in 
the  West,  to  which,  however,  he  did  not 
give  much  personal  attention.  He  was  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  served  as 
judge  of  the  probate  court.  Good  judg- 
ment, executive  ability,  and  a general  spirit 
of  enterprise  and  progressiveness  were  his 
striking  characteristics.  In  the  county  he 
was  most  highly  regarded,  and  his  influence 
was  wide-spread.  His  marriage  with  Miss 
Maynard,  a sister  of  the  father  of  the  late 
Judge  Maynard,  of  Delaware  County,  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  three 
sons  and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity. 

W.  J.  Greenman  received  his  scholastic 
training  in  the  institutions  of  his  district,  and 
in  the  Cortland  State  Normal  School.  His 
first  work  on  his  own  account  was  as  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a clothing  house. 
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During  the  first  term  of  President  Cleveland, 
he  became  deputy  postmaster  of  Cortland, 
but  resigned  his  position  when  he  determined 
to  engage  in  his  present  business.  This 
company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  leading 
spirits,  was  organized  and  incorporated 
under  the  State  laws  in  1885  with  the  fol- 
lowing officers  : Harvey  H.  Greenman,  presi- 
dent ; Ernest  M.  Hulbert,  secretary  ; and  W. 
J.  Greenman,  treasurer  and  vice-president. 
Upon  the  death  of  his  uncle  Harvey  H. 
Greenman,  in  1887,  our  subject  became 
president  of  the  concern.  He  also  continued 
in  his  position  of  manager  of  the  company, 
overseeing  personally  the  getting  out  of  the 
entire  product.  In  the  re-organization  of  the 
company,  Edward  Keator  became  treasurer; 
Ernest  M.  Hulbert  was  elected  vice-president; 
and  Theo.  H.  Wickwire  became  vice-presi- 
dent. The  company  has  been  accorded  the 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  busi- 
ness increase  in  magnitude  with  a rapidity, 
that  surely  must  be  gratifying.  When  busi- 
ness is  brisk,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing-  to 
have  upwards  ol  one  hundred  men  on  the 
payroll,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wire  screens  and  doors.  The  market  is  not 
entirely  local  in  its  nature,  for  shipments  are 
made  to  all  points  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Much  of  this  substantial  success  is 
attributed  to  our  subject,  who  has  held  the 
direct  control  of  the  company  for  so  long, 
and  who  knows  the  minutest  points  in  all 
departments  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Greenman  is  a Democrat,  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  politics,  being  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  County  Committee.  On 
April  3,  1882,  occurred  an  important  event 


in  his  life,  when  he  married  Mary  White  of 
Jersey  City,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Greenman  are  well  known  in  church  and 
social  circles  of  Cortland,  and  count  many 
friends.  They  have  two  children,  Bessie  C. 
and  John  W. 


\vV  / I L L I A M A.  BEAN,  of  Homer, 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  oil  cloth,  is 
a son  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Austin)  Bean. 
His  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page. 

Samuel  Bean  was  a son  of  Josiah  Bean, 
who  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, March  6,  1774.  In  1809  Josiah  came 
to  the  town  of  Solon,  Cortland  County,  and 
established  the  home  place,  where  his  after 
life  transpired,  and  where  he  died  in  1855 
the  age  of  eighty-one.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  farmers  of  this  region,  and  met  and 
overcame  with  dauntless  energy  all  the  hard- 
ships encountered  in  those  early  days.  His 
wife,  Dolly  Dearborn,  born  October  19,  1776, 
was  of  the  noted  Dearborn  family,  which 
gave  General  Dearborn  of  Revolutionary 
fame  to  the  pages  of  history.  It  was  from 
the  general  that  Fort  Dearborn,  the  first 
name  applied  to  the  site  of  the  present  city 
of  Chicago,  was  taken,  and  the  name  is  still 
preserved  in  one  of  Chicago’s  principal 
streets.  Josiah  and  Dolly  Bean  reared  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  who  grew  to  ma- 
turity and  raised  families  of  their  own. 

Samuel  Bean,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  the  fifth  of  this  large  family,  and  he  was 
born  in  Candia,  N.  H.,  July  18,  1S03  ; he  was 
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one  of  the  six  little  ones  his  parents  brought 
to  this  county.  Samuel  was  reared  a farmer 
and  spent  thirty  years  on  the  farm,  where 
our  subject  was  born.  The  last  forty  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  in  Homer  village,  where 
he  died  in  1893  After  coming  to  Homer,  he 
did  little  active  work,  but  looked  after  his 
property  interests,  being  the  owner  of  a farm 
of  two  hundred  acres,  and  having  other  hold- 
ings of  a valuable  nature.  He  was  a pro- 
nounced Whig  and  later  was  a Republican. 
He  never  sought  office,  but  for  eight  years 
he  served  as  street  commissioner  of  the  town 
of  Homer.  He  was  very  public-spirited  and 
believed  in  all  legitimate  improvements.  To 
the  support  of  public  enterprises,  he  was 
always  a contributor,  giving  liberally.  He 
was  a regular  attendant  of  the  Congregation- 
al Church.  Mr.  Bean’s  first  wife  was  Anna 
Austin,  daughter  of  Asa  Austin,  who  was  a 
son  of  Joab  Austin.  Asa  Austin  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  was  born  in  Monson,  Mass., 
in  1775.  In  1801  he  became  a resident  of 
New  York  State.  He  was  a man  of  marked 
ability  and  was  intensely  original  in  his  ideas. 
His  profession  was  that  of  a surveyor,  and  he 
had  the  honor  of  running  the  lines  on  the  old 
Holland  Patent,  which  embraced  the  coun- 
ties of  Western  and  Central  New  York,  from 
Genesee  County  on  the  west  to  Onondaga 
on  the  east.  It  is  a noteworthy  fact,  and  in 
itself  highly  commendatory  of  his  skill  and 
carefulness  to  detail,  that  his  figures  have 
stood  the  test  of  time  and  modern  methods 
and  instruments,  and  are  to-day  standard. 
He  finally  bought  a tract  of  land  in  Cortland 
County  and  resided  on  it  for  a time.  Pie 
built  one  of  the  first  grist  mills  in  the  county, 


which  he  managed  from  1802  to  1838.  At 
McGrawville  he  also  purchased  a stone  mill, 
which  he  owned  and  conducted  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  there  in  1853.  Asa  Austin 
was  a strict  churchman,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Homer  Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  likewise  active  in  educational  mat- 
ters, and  gave  all  of  his  children  the  best  ad- 
vantages obtainable.  In  politics,  he  became 
a Whig,  and  a strongly  grounded  one,  too,  at 
that.  He  never  cared  for  public  place,  but 
did  serve  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a time. 
To  Anna  (Austin)  Bean,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  four  children  came,  of  whom  he  was 
the  second ; the  record  is : Cyrus,  who  is 
farming  in  Homer;  William  A.;  Albert  L., 
who  was  a farmer  and  retired  grocer,  died 
in  1885;  and  S.  Augusta,  who  died  in  1889. 
Mrs.  Bean  was  summoned  to  her  reward  in 
1856.  Two  years  later,  Mr.  Bean  married 
again,  this  time  to  Sophia  Austin,  his  deceas- 
ed wife’s  sister,  but  to  them  no  children  were 
born.  Albert  L.  Bean,  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, enlisted  at  the  commencement  of  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  served  his  term  of 
three  years  in  a Wisconsin  regiment.  After 
completing  his  first  service  he  re-enlisted, 
and  continued  in  the  army  until  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties by  general  orders. 

William  A.  Bean,  our  subject,  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  in  the  town  of  Homer,  February 
6,  1834.  He  was  reared  a farmer,  and  fifty- 
three  years  of  his  life  have  been  spent  on  the 
farm.  He  had  received  a good  education  at 
the  Cortlandville  Academy  in  his  youth,  a 
training  which  has  stood  him  in  good  stead 
all  these  years  of  toil  and  made  him  ever  a 
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man  of  more  than  the  ordinary  culture  and 
refinement.  In  1887,  Mr.  Bean  took  up  his 
residence  in  Homer,  and  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  oil  carpeting.  He  has  in  this  line 
done  a fine  business,  making  a carpeting  that 
is  especially  adapted  from  its  construction  to 
use  in  carriages  and  sleighs.  He  employs 
from  four  to  six  hands  constantly.  Mr.  Bean 
has  retained  his  farm  interests,  but  he  en- 
trusts much  of  the  immediate  care  and  super- 
vision to  his  son,  William  J.  Mr.  Bean  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  but  he  has  always  re- 
frained from  accepting  official  position.  He 
has  been  a consistent  and  steadfast  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  for  forty-five 
years,  and  is  a liberal  giver  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Bean’s  wife  was  born  at  Sempronius, 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a Miss 
Emma  McConnell ; they  were  married  April 
21,  1857.  Their  children  number  six,  and  are 
named  as  follows:  William  J.,  born  April  22, 
i860;  Arthur  R.,  born  July  7,  1861,  died 
March  28,  1895;  Henry  P.,  born  February 
13,  1864;  Jennie  A.,  born  April  10,  1868,  died 
June  10,  1873;  Mariam  L.,  born  January  22, 
1870,  died  February  15,  1871;  and  an  infant, 
deceased.  William  J.  now  resides  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  cultivates  it.  He  married 
Annie  Harmon  of  Cortland  village.  Arthur 
R.  was  for  twelve  years  a salesman  for  a 
wholesale  house  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  His 
wife  was  Augusta  Bates  of  Binghamton,  who 
died  October  21,  1892.  Plenry  P.  is  the  su- 
perintendent of  his  father’s  factory  ; he  mar- 
ried Lenna  Wheeler  of  Homer.  The  product 
of  Mr.  Bean’s  factory  is  sold  to  the  largest 
wholesale  carriage  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States. 


^r^V^NINOR  MERRICK,  one  of  Cortland 
1 1 County’s  successful  and  represen- 

(A  “JLr  V. ^ tative  agriculturists,  whose 

residence  and  well-appointed  farm  is  in  the 
town  of  Cortlandville,  near  Blodgett’s  Mills, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Virgil,  the  particular 
locality,  however,  being  now  included  in  the 
limits  of  the  town  of  Lapeer.  His  parents 
were  Minor  and  Betsey  (Chapin)  Merrick, 
and  his  grandfather  was  Minor  Merrick,  Sr. 

Our  subject's  grandfather  was  born  in 
Uniontown,  Mass.,  and  when  he  grew  to 
manhood  removed  to  the  town  of  Butter- 
nuts, Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  bought 
a farm  and  laid  the  firm  foundations  for  a 
substantial  life  success.  His  life  that  prom- 
ised so  much  was  suddenly  cut  short  by  an 
all-wise  Providence  when  he  was  still  a young 
man  ; he  left  at  his  death  a young  wife,  who 
soon  after  his  decease  moved  to  Cayuga 
County,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Merri- 
field,  where  our  subject’s  father  was  born, 
and  where  our  subject’s  mother  was  married 
again. 

Minor  Merrick,  Jr.,  married  in  Merrifield 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  and  moved  to 
Hunt’s  Corners,  this  county,  where  he  worked 
in  the  potash  business  a few  years.  In  1839, 
he  came  to  the  town  of  Cortland,  and  bought 
the  W.  Sprague  farm,  which  he  operated 
until  1865,  when  he  disposed  of  it,  and  se- 
cured the  E.  Corwin  farm,  which  our  subject 
now  owns.  The  father  of  the  present  scion 
of  the  Merrick  house  died  there  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six,  while  his  wife,  who  was  a re- 
markably strong,  active  and  intelligent  lady, 
lived  to  be  ninety-one  years  old.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Their 
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children  were  : Mary  L.;  Minor  ; Chapin  W., 
Avho  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 
Co.  K,  76th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.;  and  Betsey. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  28,  1831, 
and  as  he  was  left  the  only  son  after  the 
death  of  his  brother  Chapin  in  the  late  Avar, 
he  remained  on  the  homestead  with  his 
parents,  and  assumed  the  management  of  the 
place,  when  age  began  to  enfeeble  his  worthy 
parents,  and  make  them  dependent  on  his 
efforts.  He  did  all  that  a dutiful  son  could 
do  to  ease  their  last  moments,  and  eventually 
inherited  the  homestead.  Since  taking  charge 
of  the  farm,  his  methods  of  agriculture  have 
proved  revelations  to  such  as  are  not  blessed 
with  his  own  spirit  of  progress  and  desire 
for  advancement.  He  has  had  the  house  en- 
larged and  remodeled  to  suit  his  ideas  of 
what  a comfortable  and  convenient  farm- 
house should  be,  and  he  now  has  a home 
that  is  exactly  suited  to  the  needs  of  the 
place.  The  barns  were  moved  across  the 
road,  and  a neAv  one  built.  Mr.  Merrick  in 
addition  to  other  valuable  live  stock  has  a 
herd  of  tAvelve  choice  milch  cows.  His  farm 
is  well  entitled  to  rank  among  the  best  in  the 
county  for  its  size,  while  he  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  a practical  as  well  as  suc- 
cessful farmer.  Mr.  Merrick  has  always 
taken  a lively,  intelligent  interest  in  town 
affairs,  and  as  a Republican  of  decided  stamp 
has  filled  many  of  the  minor  offices  of  the 
town  of  Cortlandville. 

Our  subject  married  Miss  Henrietta  Van 
Valkenburg,  daughter  of  Alanson  Van  Valk- 
enburg  of  the  tOAvn  of  Cortlandville,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  Avith  five  chil- 


dren, as  follows:  Edwin  H.,Avho  runs  a meat 
market  in  Homer  village;  Jennie  A.,  Avho 
married  Dell  June;  Nellie,  who  became  the 
Avife  of  F.  Atwood  of  Groton,  N.  Y.;  Walter 
C.,  a farmer  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.;  and  Ver- 
non R.,  who  is  a telegraph  operator  in  the 
offices  of  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.  at  Cortland, 
N.  Y.  Our  subject’s  son-in-law,  Dell  June, 
has  served  as  station  agent  at  Blodgett’s 
Mills  for  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.  for  the  past 
twenty-four  years,  and  is  an  extensive  dealer 
in  coal.  He  was  also  engaged  in  dealing  in 
produce  for  twelve  years,  and  for  the  past 
six  years  has  been  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Tanner  & June,  manufacturers  of  chairs  and 
novelty  goods.  He  is  in  fact  one  of  the  most 
energetic  business  men  of  the  village.  Our 
subject  and  Avife  are  devout  Christian  people, 
their  church  connections  being  with  the 
Baptist  organization. 


RED  C.  WHITMARSH  is  one  ol  the 
|_  L representative  and  prominent  men  of 
the  County  ot  Cortland.  He  is  a son  of 
Hon.  Hiram  and  Zelia  (Brown)  Whitmarsh, 
and  Avas  born  in  Cuyler,  this  county,  June  30, 
1862.  He  is  engaged  in  dairy-farming, 
cheesemaking,  and  in  operating  a feed  store 
with  his  brother  under  the  firm  name  of 
Whitmarsh  Bros. 

His  grandfather,  Job  Whitmarsh,  was  born 
in  Massachusetts ; moving  west  from  his  na- 
tive state,  he  located  in  Cuyler,  Avhere  he 
took  up  a tract  of  land  consisting  of  220 
acres,  Avhich  is  noAv  resided  upon  by  our  sub- 
ject. His  wife,  Arabella  (Wheat)  Whitmarsh, 
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bore  him  a large  family  of  fifteen  children, 
of  whom  three  were  boys  and  the  rest  daugh- 
ters. He  passed  from  this  life  in  1854,  his 
death  being  mourned  by  his  family  and  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 

H on.  Hiram  Whitmarsh  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  on  May  25,  1830.  After  he 
attained  his  majority  he  moved  to  the  town 
of  Fabius,  Onondaga  County,  where  he  at- 
tended the  academy,  in  which  he  received  a 
liberal  education.  Later  he  went  to  Syra- 
cuse with  his  brother  Jesse,  and  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business  for  a couple  of  years,  rent- 
ing the  old  Fayette  House.  After  the  death 
of  his  brother,  he  sold  out  and  returned  to 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  followed  the 
pursuits  of  an  agriculturist  the  rest  of  his 
days,  passing  away  on  April  1 1,  1890.  Polit- 
ically, he  was  an  active  Republican,  and  re- 
ceived many  expressions  of  confidence  from 
his  fellow-citizens;  he  served  as  supervisor 
and  represented  his  county  in  the  Assemblies 
of  1869-70.  Religiously,  he  was  an  earnest 
worker  of  the  Methodist  Church  He  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Zelia  Brown, 
and  a family  of  four  children  blessed  their 
home.  They  are  : Carrie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  F. 
C.  Clark,  a prominent  physician  of  Catskill, 
N.  Y.;  Jesse  B.,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Keeney,  this  county  ; Fred  C.,  subject  of  this 
personal  history  ; and  Paul  L.,  who  is  associ- 
ated in  business  with  Fred  C.,  and  conducts 
their  feed  store  in  Cuyler.  Mrs.  Whitmarsh 
died  November  18,  1891,  aged  fifty-nine 

years. 

Fred  C.  Whitmarsh  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  ward  and  high  schools  of 
Syracuse,  which  was  supplemented  by  a 


course  in  Cazenovia  College,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  graduated  in  1884.  He  remained 
home  a short  time,  when  he  was  appointed 
clerk  in  the  War  Department  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  which  office  he  filled  for  six  months, 
being  forced  to  retire  because  of  ill  health. 
After  spending  six  months  in  California,  he 
returned  home  and  went  to  Catskill,  N.  Y., 
and  engaged  in  the  drug  business  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Dr.  Clark,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Clark  & Whitmarsh.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1890,  he  took  charge  of 
the  old  homestead  and  engaged  in  dairying, 
and  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese  ; he  also 
operated  a feed  store  with  his  brother, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Whitmarsh  Bros. 
His  farm  is  stocked  with  forty-five  milch 
cows. 

On  September  12,  1888,  he  married  Miss 
Ruby  A.  Webb,  daughter  of  James  Webb  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  them — Margaret  and  F.  Clayton. 
The  family  favors  the  Methodist  Church. 
Mr.  Whitmarsh  is  a zealous  Republican,  and 
an  active  worker  in  the  interests  of  his  party. 
He  is  now  officiating  in  the  capacity  of  as- 
sessor. He  is  a member  of  Cuyler  Lodge, 
No.  701,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


R.  AMORY  W.  HOBERT  of  Ho- 
mer village,  Cortland  County,  N. 
Y.,  has  passed  through  a mul- 
titude of  varied  experiences,  and  during  his 
life  has  traveled  a road  that  has  led  him  from 
quiet  professional  pursuits  into  the  busy 
whirl  of  mercantile  and  financial  life.  He 
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has  for  some  time  past  been  a retired  citizen 
of  Homer,  yet  he  still  keeps  up  a lively  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  day,  and  occasion- 
ally puts  his  strong  arm  to  the  tiller  to  better 
direct  the  course  of  events. 

Amory  W.  Hobert  entered  upon  his  earth- 
ly career  in  the  town  of  Venice,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  11,  1825.  Daniel 
Hobert,  his  father,  was,  however,  a native  of 
Homer.  The  father  was  in  his  younger  days 
a farmer,  but  took  up  the  trade  of  shoemak- 
ing, which  he  followed  all  his  active  life. 
His  first  business  location  was  at  Venice, 
where  our  subject  was  born,  and  where  the 
father  remained  for  several  years.  Thence 
he  repaired  to  Genoa,  Cayuga  County,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five.  The  wile  of  Daniel  Hobert 
was  Mary  Abbott,  a native  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire;  she  reached  the  ripe  age 
of  eighty-five  years.  Six  children  were  born 
to  them,  and  were  named  : Lucetta  ( Curtis) ; 
Merrick;  Amory  W.;  Sarah;  Edward;  and 
Mary  (Van  Liew). 

Of  the  above  family,  our  subject  obtained 
his  educational  training  in  the  schools  of 
Venice  and  at  the  Cortland  Academy.  He 
decided  that  a medical  career  should  be  his, 
so  he  began  to  read  medicine  in  the  office  of 
the  able  Dr.  Finney  of  Genoa.  Later  he  con- 
tinued his  course  with  Dr.  Loomis  of  Homer, 
where  he  received  his  certificate,  and  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  Homer  the 
Doctor  continued  for  a number  of  years. 
Subsequently  he  went  to  Ottawa  and  became 
associated  with  his  brother  in  the  practice  of 
dentistry,  a profession  in  which  he  was  very 
well  posted  and  informed.  Two  years  he 


spent  in  that  line,  from  1855  to  1857,  then  be- 
coming interested  in  mercantile  life,  he 
engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business  Avith  a 
partner,  and  there  remained  for  the  following 
two  years.  At  the  close  of  this  period  he 
sold  his  interest  to  his  partner,  but  previous 
to  this  he  had  in  company  with  Mr.  E.  R. 
Fay  become  engaged  in  the  loan  and  ex- 
change business,  a line  that  had  become  very 
lucrative.  This  interest,  together  with  a 
private  banking  business,  Dr.  Hobert  super- 
intended for  two  years  until  failing  health 
warned  him  that  he  was  attempting  too 
much,  and  compelled  him  to  discontinue. 
He  then  came  back  to  Homer,  where  he  has 
lived  since.  After  his  return,  his  natural  ac- 
tivity would  not  permit  him  to  rest,  so  he 
entered  upon  the  manufacture  of  wagons  in 
company  with  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Sticker. 
Two  years  were  profitably  employed  in  this 
industry,  during  which  time  the  Doctor  had 
received  an  appointment  from  President 
Grant  as  deputy  postmaster  of  Homer, 
Newell  Jones  being  the  postmaster.  He 
served  on,  in  company  with  Newell  Jones, 
into  the  administration  of  President  Hayes. 
Later  on  he  became  associated  with  Mr.  Jones 
in  buying  wool,  and  for  several  years  they 
handled  large  shipments,  and  paid  out  many 
thousands  of  dollars.  Of  late  years,  Dr. 
Hobert  has  not  given  his  time  to  any  regular 
business,  but  has  spent  his  days  in  caring  for 
the  several  interests,  which  are  the  results  of 
his  life  of  varied  toil.  He  is  politically  a 
strong  Republican,  and  has  served  as  super- 
visor for  his  town.  He  was  also  elected  a 
magistrate,  but  never  opened  an  office.  He 
has  been  a trustee  of  Homer  Academy  for 
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five  years,  and  has  been  president  of  the 
board  for  four  years.  It  was  during  his  ad- 
ministration in  1893  that  the  academy  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  He  was  the  most  active 
worker  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  same,  and 
devoted  most  of  his  time  and  attention  to  its 
erection  in  1894.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters in  the  organization  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Homer  in  1879,  and  has 
been  on  the  board  of  directors,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year,  ever  since.  The  Doctor 
even  now  does  considerable  work  in  the 
settling  of  estates,  and  acts  as  guardian  for 
several  minors. 

In  1844,  Dr.  Hobert  wedded  Miss  Eliza 
Roberts  of  Homer,  N.  Y.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Roberts,  and  has  been  an 
appreciated  ally  of  her  husband  in  all  the 
walks  of  life.  There  are  few  men  residing  in 
Homer  who  possess  such  a wide  range  of 
talents  as  the  Doctor.  Whatever  he  turns 
his  hand  to,  he  does  thoroughly  and  well, 
his  efforts  being  invariably  followed  with  un- 
qualified success.  He  is  a broad  and  liberal- 
minded  gentleman  in  every  way,  and  is  held 
in  the  highest  respect  by  all  who  know  him. 
His  portrait,  appearing  on  a preceding  page 
in  proximity  to  this,  will  be  viewed  with  in- 
terest by  many  of  the  readers  of  this  volume, 
who  have  come  to  know  and  honor  Dr. 
Hobert. 


OHN  HARRIS  HAMMOND.  This 
prominent  and  well-to-do  agriculturist 
of  the  town  of  Marathon,  who  is  attend- 
ing closely  to  his  chosen  occupation  on  his 
22 


fine  farm,  Maple  Side,  located  some  two 
miles  from  the  village,  was  born  in  the 
above  town,  October  24,  1856,  and  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Lucy  Ann  (Stanley) 
Hammond. 

The  Hammond  family,  of  which  our  sub- 
ject is  one  of  the  leading  members  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  is  justly  entitled  to  a 
high  rank  as  one  of  the  old  and  substantial 
families  of  Cortland  County,  and  the  Tiough- 
nioga  Valley.  The  founder  of  the  family  in 
this  county  was  Deacon  John  Hammond,  a 
native  of  Long  Island,  who,  seeking  to  better 
his  condition,  emigrated  to  the  town  of  Mara- 
thon, one  mile  from  the  present  village  of 
that  name,  locating  in  that  favored  spot 
about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 
He  set  to  work  with  a will  to  hew  himself  a 
home  out  of  the  forest  and  to  prepare  the 
virgin  soil  for  the  plow  and  the  subsequent 
crops.  He  succeeded  admirably  in  this 
work  of  conquest,  and  lived  to  a good  old 
age  to  see  his  farm  increase  in  productiveness 
and  the  country  round  about  develop  from 
the  uninhabited  forest  to  well-tilled  farms,  and 
comfortable  homes.  He  was  a man  of  strict 
integrity,  and  intense  religious  zeal.  He  was 
a pioneer  Baptist  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
and  his  title  of  deacon  was  accorded  him 
through  his  great  activity  in  the  church,  and 
the  influence  for  good  he  wielded.  It  was  a 
title  that  was  well  merited.  He  married 
Phoebe  Davis,  and  had  a family  of  thirteen 
children,  among  them  being  Samuel  Ham- 
mond, the  father  of  Clark,  John  Harris,  and 
Samuel  D.  Hammond,  substantial  farmers  of 
the  town  of  Marathon. 

Samuel  Hammond,  the  father  of  our  sub. 


464 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


ject,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  1814, 
and  lived  there  all  his  life,  dying  in  1893. 
Farming  was  his  sole  occupation.  In  politics 
he  early  espoused  the  cause  of  the  old  line 
Whigs,  and  later  became  a Republican  upon 
the  organization  of  that  party,  and  ever  after- 
ward steadfastly  voted  with  the  party  of 
Lincoln,  Grant  and  Garfield.  He  was  a man 
of  pronounced  views,  though  unbiased  in  his 
judgment,  and  always  took  a lively,  as  well 
as  an  intelligent,  interest  in  public  affairs. 
For  a matter  of  twenty-six  years  he  served 
as  assessor  of  his  town.  He  married  Lucy 
Ann  Stanley,  which  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  the  following  five  children : Ballard, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Clark 
S.;  Bradley,  who  only  lived  to  be  eight  years 
old,  when  he  was  called  Home;  John  Harris, 
our  subject ; and  Samuel  D.  Of  the  above 
Clark  S.  Hammond  was  born  February  7, 
1853,  on  the  homestead,  was  reared  there 
and  given  a common  school  education  ; he 
has  always  followed  the  pursuits  of  agricul- 
ture. He  is  prominent  in  local  politics  as  a 
steadfast,  loyal  Republican,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing his  fourth  year  as  the  assessor  of  the  town. 
He  married  Nellie  Powers,  who  died  after 
one  year  of  married  life,  leaving  a daughter, 
Nellie.  His  second  wife  was  Mary  li.  Hurd, 
daughter  of  George  Hurd  of  Whitney’s 
Point,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  one  child  was 
given,  Georgia.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Marathon  Grange.  Samuel  D.  Hammond, 
whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
work,  was  born  July  4,  1858,  and  reared  on 
the  old  homestead.  He  took  up  farming  as 
an  occupation,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing his  estate,  which  consists  of  70  acres  of 


the  original  property  ; he  is  a member  of  the 
Marathon  Grange,  No.  455,  and  has  been  its 
master  three  years.  He  is  a Republican,  and 
a member  of  the  county  committee.  His 
wife,  whom  he  married  December  22,  1880, 
was  Sarah  Bryant,  a daughter  of  Lewis 
Bryant  of  Cortland  County.  They  have  one 
son,  Clarence  S. 

John  Harris  Hammond,  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  finished  his  education  begun  in 
the  district  schools  by  a course  in  Wells 
Academy  of  Marathon.  He  remained  on  the 
farm  until  about  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
when  he  took  a position  in  a drug  store, 
where  he  continued  to  be  employed  for 
seven  years.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in 
the  town  of  Marathon,  two  miles  from  the 
village  of  that  name,  and  has  been  engaged 
in  farming  ever  since.  Among  his  neighbors 
he  is  esteemed  as  a man  of  excellent  sense, 
good  methodical  habits,  and  ability^  to  suc- 
cessfully perform  whatever  he  undertakes. 
He  is  a strong  Republican  in  his  politics,  and 
is  at  present  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Mara- 
thon. He  takes  an  active,  vigorous  part  in 
local  politics,  and  is  often  delegated  to  repre- 
sent his  district  in  the  county  conventions. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  holds  the  office  of  ruling  elder;  he  has 
represented  his  church  in  the  Presbytery  and 
in  the  Synod.  Mr.  Hammond  was  united  in 
the  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Addie  L. 
Baker,  daughter  of  Aden  Baker  of  McGraw- 
ville,  this  county,  December  12,  1877.  Two 
children  constitute  their  family  : Annah  L., 
born  December  27,  1880;  and  Willis  D.,  born 
July  1 7,  1886.  Mr.  Hammond  is  a member 
of  the  Marathon  Grange. 


BARNEY  W.  PAYNE. 
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ARNEY  W.  PAYNE.  This  promin- 
ent and  influential  citizen  of  Homer, 
whose  lately  lamented  death  took 
place  May  19,  1891,  at  his  residence  in 
Homer,  after  a long  and  lingering  illness  of 
five  years’  duration,  was  for  over  forty  years 
a resident  and  well  known  personage  of 
this  county.  His  life  was  cast  in  three  dif- 
ferent channels,  trade,  manufacture,  and 
farming.  At  each  occupation  he  was  suc- 
cessful, and  only  changed  from  one  to  an- 
other because  of  some  benefits  that  he  con- 
sidered would  come  to  him.  He  was  born  in 
Georgetown,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 1,  1812,  and  was  a son  of  John  C.  and 
Philena  (Pierce)  Payne. 

The  same  year  that  our  subject  was  born, 
the  family  moved  to  Hamilton  village,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  reared  and  where  his  lot  was 
cast  until  1844.  When  he  was  a lad  of  eleven 
years,  his  uncle,  Mr.  Payne,  sent  him  to  mill, 
and  when  on  the  way  he  went  blind,  being 
taken  by  the  measles,  which  settled  in  the 
eyes.  From  that  age  until  he  was  seventeen 
he  did  not  attend  school,  but  starting  in  then 
he  acquired  a good  business  education  in 
short  notice,  for  while  he  was  backward  in 
his  school  education,  he  was  old  enough  to 
reason  and  think  for  himself,  and  therefore 
progressed  rapidly.  When  twenty -nine 
years  of  age,  he  engaged  in  the  dry  goods 
business  in  Hamilton,  and  continued  thus  for 
three  years  until  1844.  In  that  )mar  he 
moved  to  Jefferson  County,  locating  near 
Cape  Vincent  on  a farm  of  130  acres  which 
he  secured  by  purchase  ; he  also  operated  a 
country  store,  and  did  a fairly  good  business 
in  both  lines,  with  the  result  that  he  ever 


steadily  progressed  on  his  road  toward  afflu- 
ence and  plenty.  He  became  a man  of  posi- 
tion, well  regarded  for  his  excellent  judgment 
and  unimpeachable  integrity.  Pie  served  as 
a justice  of  the  peace  for  a time.  In  1851  he 
sold  his  mercantile  business  and  the  farm  that 
was  located  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River  near 
the  Thousand  Islands,  and  moved  to  Homer, 
where  he  and  his  cousin,  J.  O.  Pierce,  bought 
a cotton  factory,  then  in  the  hands  of  and 
operated  b}'  Newton  Bros.  There  they 
manufactured  cotton  until  the  War  of  ’61, 
when  they  sold  out,  for  it  was  no  longer 
profitable  because  of  the  price  of  the  staple 
cotton,  which  had  risen  to  the  figure  of  $1.00 
a pound  because  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
blockade  against  Confederate  ports.  When 
they  were  in  business,  the  firm  was  known  as 
J.  O.  Pierce  & Co.,  Mr.  Payne  holding  the 
responsible  position  of  manager.  They  ran 
fifty-two  looms,  and  employed  sixty  or 
seventy  men.  The  firm  also  engaged  in  a 
mercantile  business  simultaneously  with  the 
manufacturing  industry,  but  closed  it  out 
when  they  sold  the  mill.  Shortly  after  this, 
Mr.  Payne  was  appointed  assistant  internal 
revenue  assessor,  and  filled  the  office  credit- 
ably and  in  his  usual  able  manner  for  a mat- 
ter of  eight  years.  He  did  not  find  all  of  his 
time  taken  up,  so  he  became  interested  in 
farming,  and  owned  a small  farm  that  is  now 
within  the  limits  of  the  corporation  of  Homer 
village. 

Mr.  Payne  was  a man  accustomed  to  lead, 
and  he  did  shine  pre-eminently  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  party,  where  his  word  carried 
weight,  and  where  his  influence  very  fre- 
quently decided  the  day.  He  was  a Repub- 
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lican,  having  followed  the  Whig  standard 
before  the  birth  of  the  .party  of  Fremont 
and  Lincoln.  He  was  frequently  chosen 
to  represent  the  town  of  Homer  in  various 
conventions,  and  it  is  on  record  that  the 
interests  of  his  town  never  suffered  at  his 
hands.  Since  1855  he  had  been  a member  of 
the  Homer  Congregational  Church,  having 
been  converted  and  brought  to  the  Saviour 
through  the  preaching  and  personal  appeals 
of  Elder  Jacob  Knapp,  his  brother-in-law. 
When  he  took  up  a project  or  advocated 
new  procedures  in  business  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  throw  his  whole  soul  into  the  affair 
in  hand  and  do  all  that  could  be  done  to 
bring  matters  to  a successful  conclusion.  It 
was  this  very  characteristic  that  gave  him 
such  a host  of  stanch  and  loyal  friends,  for 
when  he  took  to  a person  it  was  with  whole 
heart,  and  no  one  could  have  been  truer 
in  every  relation  of  life.  So  in  the  church 
he  settled  down  to  work  from  the  first 
and  made  of  himself  a useful  member  of  the 
society.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
deacon  of  the  church,  and  assisted  greatly  in 
directing  the  spiritual  work  of  the  society, 
also  contributing  valuable  advice  and  the 
needed  pecuniary  assistance.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  organization  of  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance, and  did  what  he  was  able  in  uphold- 
ing the  hands  of  those  who  were  engaged  in 
a crusade  against  the  liquor  business. 

On  December  22,  1841,  Mr.  Payne  was 
married  to  Lucy  A.  Bicknell,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Simeon  Bicknell,  A.M.,  of  Gouverneur, 
N.  Y.  The  ceremony  that  united  two  loving 
hearts  was  performed  by  Mrs.  Payne’s  father, 
who  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 


of  Gouverneur,  N.  Y.,  the  vows  being  taken 
in  the  parsonage. 

The  Bicknell  family  is  of  Puritan  stock, 
and  was  founded  in  America  by  Zachary 
Bicknell,  who  with  his  family  in  1635  said 
good-bye  to  “ Merrie  England,”  and  sailed 
for  the  New  World,  where  religious  freedom 
might  be  enjoyed.  The  Bicknells  settled  in 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  and  from  there 
the  many  descendants  scattered  all  over  the 
United  States,  many  members  of  this  family 
attaining  prominence  in  business,  literature, 
the  ministry,  and  law.  Rev.  Simeon  Bick- 
nell was  a self-made  man,  having  taught 
school  to  defray  the  expenses  of  an  education. 
He  made  the  best  possible  use  of  his  talents 
and  the  advantages  he  was  able  to  procure, 
and  became  a scholarly,  refined  gentleman  of 
fine  literary  attainments.  In  the  pulpit  he 
ranked  high  as  an  orator  of  recognized  abil- 
ity and  eloquence.  He  graduated  from 
Dartmouth  College. 

Mrs.  Payne  was  born  at  Marblehead,  Mass., 
November  10,  1823.  She  obtained  a good 
academic  education  under  the  tutelage  of  her 
father,  attending  Franklin  Academy  at  Ma- 
lone, N.  Y.,  when  he  was  principal,  which 
principalship  he  filled  for  five  years.  Among 
her  classmates,  Mrs.  Payne  numbers  a few 
who  have  risen  to  a very  prominent  position  ; 
among  these  was  the  late  Vice-President 
William  A.  Wheeler.  After  Mrs.  Payne  fin- 
ished her  education,  she  engaged  in  teach- 
ing  up  to  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  our 
subject.  After  her  marriage  she  devoted 
herself  wholly  to  her  husband,  and  in- 
terested herself  solely  in  those  things  that 
would  make  her  the  truer  and  better  help- 
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meet,  aiding  him  in  various  capacities  in  his 
many  business  enterprises,  sharing  and  en- 
joying his  successes,  and  supporting  and 
sympathizing  with  him  in  his  reverses. 
They  began  with  small  means,  but  with  a 
trusting  hope  for  the  future,  and  by  a 
mutual  co-operation  they  accumulated  a 
competency,  that  placed  them  far  above 
want,  and  now  leaves  Mrs.  Payne  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  Since  the  death  of 
her  husband  she  has  managed  the  estate,  and 
contributes  liberally  to  all  worthy  charitable 
and  philanthropic  movements.  On  another 
page  of  this  work  appear  portraits  of  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne,  which  add  a decided 
interest  to  the  foregoing  biographical  notice. 


-JONATHAN  SALISBURY  of  Scott 
I township,  Cortland  County,  ranks 
V , high  among  the  leading,  progres- 
sive men  of  this  section,  and  holds  an  en- 
viable place  among  the  county’s  agricul- 
turists as  a practical  farmer  and  dairyman. 
He  was  born  on  the  old  Salisbury  homestead 
in  Scott  township,  July  24,  1837.  He  bears 
the  same  honored  name  as  his  father  and 
grandfather  before  him,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  he  emulates  their  virtues,  for  they  were 
men  who  commanded  respect  because  of 
their  superior  ability  and  honorable  records. 

The  Salisbury  family  is  of  English  extrac- 
tion, the  original  head  of  the  American 
branch  coming  to  this  country  about  the  year 
1640,  in  company  with  two  younger  brothers. 
Being  opposed  to  the  political  and  religious 

tendencies  that  appeared  in  the  reign  of 
22* 


King  Charles  I,  and  feeling  alarmed  for  their 
safety,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  their  home 
by  stealth,  with  no  word  to  their  friends  and 
relatives  as  to  their  ultimate  destination. 
They  came  into  the  Colonies  from  North 
Wales,  where  they  had  sojourned  for  a time. 
One  of  the  brothers,  John,  was  killed  b)r  the 
Narragansett  Indians  near  Mt.  Hope,  and 
this  act,  if  it  was  not  an  immediate  cause,  at 
least  did  much  to  hasten  King  Phillip’s  War. 

The  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  article  was  a resident  of  Warwick,  and 
later  of  Cranston,  Rhode  Island.  His  wife 
was  a Miss  Pierce,  and  to  them  were  born 
seven  children : Peleg,  known  as  the  “ big 
man  of  Warwick”;  Martin;  Job;  Urial; 
Nathan,  grandfather  of  our  subject ; Rebec- 
ca ; and  Phoebe. 

Nathan  Salisbury,  the  first  of  that  name, 
was  born  December  1,  1751,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty  married  Abigail  Stone,  who  was 
two  years  his  junior.  She  was  the  only 
daughter  of  Deacon  James  Stone  of  Crans- 
ton, a descendant  of  Hugh  Stone,  the  stolen 
boy,  and  ancestor  of  the  Stone  family  in 
America.  The  mother  of  Abigail  (Stone) 
Salisbury  was  of  the  celebrated  Brown  fam- 
ily, of  which  John  Brown,  the  founder  of 
Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown  Univer- 
sity of  Providence,  R.  I.,  was  a member. 
Nathan  Salisbury  was  lieutenant  of  the  com- 
pany of  men  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Burgess,  that  fired  into  the  British  Frigate 
Gaspie  a short  time  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  War  of  Independence.  This,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was  one  of  the  series  of  events 
that  led  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Mr.  Salisbury  resided  at  Cranston  until 
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1 795 , when  he  removed  to  Providence;  he 
lived  in  the  latter  city  until  1803,  when  he 
betook  himself  to  Hartford,  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  purchased  a farm.  After 
a three  years’  residence  he  removed  to 
Cazenovia,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
the  year  following  came  to  Homer,  Cortland 
County,  in  the  fall  buying  a farm  on  Cold 
Brook,  and  moving  to  it.  He  resided  in  this 
place  until  his  death,  November  4,  1817.  Mr. 
Salisbury  and  his  beloved  wife  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children:  Waity;  Sally; 
John  ; Joseph  ; Martin,  who  died  on  a return 
voyage  from  China;  Anna;  Mary;  Lucinda; 
Ambrose;  Cynthia;  Nathan,  the  second  of 
that  name ; and  Phoebe.  At  the  time  Mr. 
Salisbury  settled  on  Cold  Brook,  the  stillness 
of  the  night  was  not  infrequently  broken  by 
the  cries  of  wolves  and  other  wild  animals, 
and  it  became  quite  a common  occurrence 
for  deer  to  come  out  into  the  clearing  almost 
to  the  very  doors  of  the  cabin.  Game  ol  all 
sorts  was  abundant,  and  the  cool,  sparkling 
waters  of  the  streams  fairly  teemed  with 
trout  and  others  of  the  finny  tribe. 

Nathan  Salisbury,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  at  Cranston,  R.  I.,  October  10, 
1793.  He  came  into  the  new  country  of 
Central  New  York  with  his  father’s  family, 
and  in  1813  was  baptized  and  received  into 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Homer  by  the  Rev. 
Alfred  Bennett.  Subsequently  he  changed 
his  membership  to  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Scott,  where  a large  and  flourishing  society 
existed  for  many  years.  Always  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  young,  Mr.  Salisbury, 
though  scarcely  more  than  a youth  himself, 
devoted  much  time  to  organizing  and  con- 


ducting Sabbath  Schools.  Alive  to  temporal 
matters  as  well,  he  in  1815  bought  a farm  on 
Lot  95  of  the  town  of  Scott ; this  estate  has 
ever  since  been  known  by  the  euphonious 
name  of  Evergreen  Terrace,  and  is  the  home- 
gathering place  of  the  Salisbury  family. 
When  Mr.  Salisbury  first  purchased  the 
tract,  it  was  covered  with  dense,  unbroken 
forest,  but  as  early  as  the  second  summer,  he 
had  cleared  enough  so  as  to  be  able  to  raise 
two  acres  of  corn,  and  in  1818  he  was  able 
to  harvest  thirty  acres  of  fine  wheat. 
Thus,  gradually,  the  forest  retreated,  and 
fertile,  arable  land  came  forth,  but  it  was  not 
without  the  hardest  kind  of  labor  and  serious 
drawbacks,  that  it  was  accomplished.  Lucre- 
tia  Babcock  became  the  wife  of  Nathan 
Salisbury,  June  21,  1818.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Mary  (Gibbs)  Babcock, 
who  came  into  Scott  township  from  Bland- 
ford,  Mass  , about  the  year  1815.  Mrs.  Salis- 
bury was  born  September  30,  1792,  and  spent 
all  her  married  life  at  Evergreen  Terrace, 
dropping  into  that  last  final  sleep  which 
knows  no  waking,  March  4,  1880.  Her 

husband  followed  her  in  July,  1889,  and 
rejoined  her  on  the  farther  shore.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salisbury  all  grew  up 
on  the  homestead  ; the}7  were  named : Aman- 
da A.;  Charles  B.;  Dr.  James  H.,  a promi- 
nent and  well-to-do  physician  of  New  York 
City;  Milton  L.,  deceased;  Burdette  J.,  a 
leading  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Homer, 
residing  in  the  village  of  Little  York,  whose 
personal  notice  appears  elsewhere;  Charlotte 
A.,  who  died  January  20,  189S;  William  W.; 
and  Nathan,  the  third  of  that  name,  of 
whom  we  will  speak  a little  farther  on. 
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Our  subject’s  father  was  above  all  a man 
who  could  be  trusted,  and  he  enjoyed  the 
love  and  esteem  of  all  who  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  know  him.  Possessed  of  good  judg- 
ment and  endowed  richly  with  perseverance, 
he  carried  through  to  a successful  termina- 
tion his  every  undertaking.  Despite  the 
hard,  grinding  labor  of  the  pioneer,  he  found 
time  to  look  after  the  gentler  and  more  re- 
fined side  of  life.  He  loved  flowers,  and  seldom 
could  his  beds  produce  too  many.  He  liked 
sheep  and  cattle  of  fine  breeds,  and  his  estate 
was  noted  for  the  extra  quality  of  its  fruit. 
Several  excellent  varieties  of  seedling  pears 
were  originated  on  his  farm.  As  an  agricul- 
turist his  fields  were  handled  with  skill, 
hence  good  crops  and  full  granaries  resulted. 
Loving  the  natural  sciences,  he  collected  and 
arranged  in  the  home  a cabinet  of  rocks,  fos- 
sils and  minerals,  than  which  few  private  col- 
lections could  be  better  ; this  cabinet  is  now 
the  prized  possession  of  our  subject.  All  in 
all,  Nathan  Salisbury,  second  of  that  name, 
was  a gentleman  of  the  old  school — intelli- 
gent, courteous  and  refined,  he  was  the  kind 
of  man  to  make  a lasting  impression  of  good 
on  all  societies,  which  were  so  fortunate  as  to 
number  him  among  their  members. 

Nathan  Salisbury,  the  third  of  that  name 
and  the  subject  of  this  article,  obtained  a 
good  academic  education  in  Cortland  Acad- 
emy of  Plomer  and  in  Cortlandville  Acad- 
emy of  Cortland,  and  finished  his  education 
in  i860.  He  has  determined  to  see  a little  of 
the  Old  World  before  settling  down,  and  so 
in  1861  he  made  a visit  to  the  British  Isles, 
and  traveled  about  from  point  to  point 
through  England,  Ireland,  Scotland  and 


Wales.  He  returned  home  in  the  same  year, 
and  accepted  the  position  of  superintendent 
of  the  Hibbard  Oil  Co.,  which  was  then 
operating  in  the  oil  fields  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania. For  two  years  and  a half  he  super- 
intended the  drilling  of  the  wells,  and  saw  to 
it  that  the  wells  were  properly  capped  and 
piped  when  oil  was  struck.  He  then  went 
west  to  Virginia  City,  Montana,  and  from 
there  to  Helena,  where  he  engaged  in  min- 
ing and  in  speculating  in  live  stock  for  a year 
and  a half.  He  then  made  San  Francisco  his 
objective  point,  and  reached  Portland,  Ore- 
gon, by  way  of  the  Columbia  River.  After 
spending  a year  in  the  States  of  Washington 
and  Oregon,  he  passed  on  to  San  Francisco 
and  San  Jose;  from  the  latter  place  he  pro- 
ceeded overland  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
from  there  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
finally  arrived  home  in  Cortland  County  in 
the  spring  of  1869.  Ever  since  he  has  resid- 
ed on  a portion  of  the  homestead,  180  acres 
of  which  he  owns  and  cultivates.  He  also 
owns  a farm  of  69  acres  in  the  town 
of  Homer,  and  170  acres  fronting  on  Lake 
Ontario.  He  has  been  engaged  as  a dairy- 
man, and  is  quite  successful  as  a farmer  and 
a business  man.  He  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  county, 
state  and  national  politics.  As  a true-blue 
Republican  he  thoroughly  believes  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  depends  on  a suffi- 
ciently high  tariff,  constructed  with  a view 
to  protecting  American  products  and  Ameri- 
can labor  from  ruinous  competition  with  the 
cheap  products  and  labor  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. He  very  frequently  attends  county 
and  district  conventions  of  his  party  as  a 
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delegate,  but  it  is  a disinterested  action,  lor 
he  never  seeks  public  office  for  himself. 

On  January  28,  1890,  Mr.  Salisbury  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eva  E.  Wood, 
daughter  of  William  Wood  of  Auburn,  N. 
Y.  This  happy  union  has  been  blessed  with 
the  birth  of  three  children,  namely  : Nathan, 
Jr.,  fourth  of  that  name;  Trafford  W.;  and 
June  L.  In  religious  belief  he  holds  to  the 
teachings  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Salis- 
bury is  a member  of  Exchange  Street  M.  E. 
Church  of  Auburn,  N.  Y. 


(^JYLFRED  T.  DICKINSON,  a prom. 

inent  citizen  and  substantial  merchant 
J ^ V_  ..  of  Messengerville,  town  of  Virgil, 
this  county,  is  a son  of  William  and  Eliza 
(Davis)  Dickinson,  and  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Virgil,  October  24,  1834. 

Christopher  Dickinson,  his  grandfather, 
was  a native  of  Sullivan  County,  but  came  to 
Cortland  County,  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Virgil  at  Snyder  Hill,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  work  of  farming  and  shoemaking.  He 
was  a Jeffersonian  Democrat. 

William  Dickinson,  the  father,  was  also  a 
native  of  Sullivan  County,  having  been  born 
in  that  county  in  1804.  He  removed  with 
his  father  to  the  town  of  Virgil,  where  the 
remainder  of  his  life  was  passed  ; he  died  in 
1880  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Like 
his  father,  he  was  a shoemaker  and  farmer, 
and  was  quite  prosperous  in  his  business. 
He  was  a Democrat.  He  married  Eliza 
Davis  and  raised  a large  family:  John  O. 
lives  in  Oswego  County,  the  father  of  two 


sons,  Floyd  and  Thomas;  Alfred  T.;  Orson 
Dewitt  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Harriet 
L.,  wife  of  Hiram  Sherman  of  Summer  Hill, 
Cayuga  County  ; James  H.  of  Binghamton, 
a mechanic  ; Eugene,  stock  clerk  in  the  War- 
ner Corset  Factory  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.; 
Sarah,  wife  of  T.  N.  Leech  of  Cortland. 

Alfred  T.  Dickinson  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Ada  Palmer;  after  her 
death,  he  was  united  with  Sarah  E.  Seager 
of  Virgil,  and  to  them  was  born  one  son, 
William  S.,  born  December  25,  1868,  now  in 
business  with  his  father.  Mr.  Dickinson 
received  a common  school  education,  and 
grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s  farm. 
He  then  worked  on  a farm  by  the  month  for 
one  year,  when  he  purchased  a tract  of  tim- 
ber and  for  about  three  years  supplied  the 
Syracuse  and  Binghamton  R.  R.  with  lum- 
ber, taken  from  it;  and  another  summer  fur- 
nished the  same  road  with  ties.  In  1862  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  con- 
ducting it  with  great  success  for  a period  of 
eighteen  years,  when  he  went  to  Cortland  to 
take  charge  of  the  Cortland  Foundry,  of 
which  he  was  president  for  eight  years ; a 
part  of  that  time  he  operated  one  of  the  largest 
general  stores  of  Cortland.  He  then  came  to 
Messengerville,  where  he  opened  once  more 
a general  merchandise  store ; the  room  is 
103  feet  in  length  and  the  building  is  two  sto- 
ries in  height,  giving  him  large,  commodious 
quarters  in  which  to  conduct  his  business. 
He  handles  a complete  line  of  dry  goods,  gro- 
ceries, hardware,  boots,  shoes  and  feed,  and 
has  the  extensive  patronage  so  well  deserved 
by  this  enterprising  establishment.  He  is 
known  as  a man  of  frank,  kindly  disposition, 
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honorable  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  no  man  is  more  highly  respected  in  the 
communities  in  which  he  has  lived.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  large  store,  he  owns  the  old  farm 
in  Virgil,  upon  which  he  was  born,  besides 
other  valuable  real  estate  in  the  city  of 
Scranton,  Pa.  Politically  he  has  been  affili- 
ated with  the  Democratic  party,  but  with  the 
exception  of  the  office  of  inspector,  to  which 
he  was  elected,  he  has  never  accepted  an 
office,  although  frequently  importuned  to  do 
so ; he  preferred  rather  the  enjoyments  of 
domestic  life  and  the  quiet  routine  of  busi- 
ness to  the  excitement  and  uncertainty  of  a 
political  career.  He  is  a member  of  Ther- 
mopylae Lodge,  No.  438,  F.  & A.  M.  at 
Marathon. 


Yf^NEVEREND  FATHER  CHARLES 
I V.  McGUIRE,  whose  portrait  we 
J-  publish  on  the  opposite  page,  is 

the  pastor  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church  at  Mara- 
thon, St.  Patrick’s  at  Whitney’s  Point  and 
has  charge  of  the  following  stations : Che- 
nango Forks,  Upper  Lisle,  Maine  and  York- 
shire in  Broome  County.  He  was  born  in 
Leitrim,  Ireland,  and  educated  in  St.  Mel’s 
College  School,  Longford,  St.  Mary’s  Col- 
lege, Dundalt.  After  graduating  there  he 
spent  three  years  in  the  South  of  France, 
studying  the  French  language  and  philoso- 
phy. He  then  returned  to  Dublin,  where  he 
studied  theology  and  taught  in  the  Catholic 
University  School,  and  later  studied  in  the 
Catholic  University  itself.  In  1884  he  came 
to  the  United  States  and  was  ordained  to  the 


priesthood  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  by 
Archbishop  Le  Ray.  He  then  accepted  a 
position  as  teacher  in  Jefferson  College,  New 
Orleans,  and  remained  in  that  institution 
three  years.  The  following  three  years  were 
spent  in  the  mission  service  in  that  city.  He 
then  came  to  his  home  in  Syracuse,  this 
state,  where  he  was  made  assistant  at  the 
cathedral ; after  a short  stay  there  he  was 
removed  to  Binghamton,  and  in  a short  time 
back  again  to  Syracuse.  In  April,  1892,  he 
came  to  his  present  charge,  and  has  made 
many  friends  since  his  advent.  He  is  an  un- 
tiring and  devoted  worker,  and  has  done 
much  to  strengthen  the  churches  under  his 
charge.  Regular  religious  services  have 
been  held  at  Marathon  by  the  Catholic  con- 
gregation since  1871,  at  which  time  Rev. 
Michael  Reunehan  was  sent  to  the  parish. 
He  was  followed  in  regular  order  by  his 
brother  J.  J.  Reunehan,  now  of  Marcellus ; 
William  Dougherty,  deceased  ; P.  J.  Brady, 
at  present  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y.;  J.  L.  Meagher  of 
New  York  City;  B.  A.  Smith  ; P.  F.  Harrick, 
deceased  ; and  C.  V.  McGuire,  the  present 
pastor. 

A late  copy  of  the  Marathon  Independent 
has  this  to  say  regarding  the  church  and  the 
improvements  made  by  the  present  pastor: 
“ Since  coming  here  he  has  cared  well  for 
the  interests  of  his  parish,  and  has  succeeded 
in  getting  together  enough  of  means  to  erect 
a church  building  that  is  an  honor  to  his  in- 
dustry, a credit  to  the  parish  and  a source  of 
pride  to  our  people.  We  know  of  no  modest 
country  church  any  where,  that  for  the  means 
invested  is  so  tasty  in  design,  so  pleasing  as 
to  decoration  or  more  convenient  for  the 
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purposes  for  which  it  is  dedicated.  The  his- 
tory of  the  building  just  abandoned  for 
church  purposes  extends  back  to  the  period 
of  the  war.  It  was  built  for  an  academy  and 
used  for  such  until  a modification  of  our 
school  laws  made  private  schools  unprofit- 
able. After  Father  Reunehan  came  to  Mar- 
athon, he  held  services  in  Peck’s  Hall,  but 
after  a time  secured  the  academy  property, 
consisting  of  the  building  and  the  grounds 
which  extend  back  from  Academy  Street  to 
Grove  Street.  The  old  church  was  a long 
distance  back  from  the  street,  and  difficult  of 
access  on  account  of  the  grade.  The  new 
building  is  a little  distance  from  the  street, 
and  is  easily  reached  by  a broad  flight  of 
steps.  It  is  eighty  feet  in  length  by  thirty- 
six  in  width,  and  has  a seating  capacity  of 
400 — costing  about  $5,000.00.” 

In  addition  to  the  erection  of  this  fine 
church  edifice,  Father  McGuire  has  greatly 
added  to  the  appearance  and  durability  of 
the  church  property  at  Whitney’s  Point, 
having  re-roofed  it,  frescoed  it,  put  in  new 
galleries  and  purchased  surrounding  ap- 
proaches to  it.  The  church  at  that  place 
consists  of  about  seventy-five  families,  and 
the  congregation  at  Marathon  of  about  fifty 
families. 

1 > » 

'jpjTENRY  C.  HENDRICK,  M.  D.,  the 
r^4  oldest  and  by  far  the  longest  resi- 

V, ^ dent  physician  of  the  village  of 

McGrawville  since  its  settlement  over  100 
years  ago,  and  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  highly  esteemed  members  of  his  pro- 


fession in  Cortland  County,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Guilford,  N.  Y.,  September  n,  1827, 
being  one  of  seven  children  born  to  Leontes 
and  Zilpha  (Farnham)  Hendrick. 

The  Hendrick  family  came  from  Holland, 
“the  land  of  dykes  and  ditches,”  whence 
came  the  ancestors  of  many  of  the  best  fam- 
ilies of  the  Empire  State,  whose  influence  on 
the  development  and  growth  of  New  York 
can  not  be  over  estimated.  The  ancestry, 
from  which  sprang  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
accompanied  William  Henry,  Prince  of 
Orange  (William  III)  with  his  army  from 
Holland  to  England,  and  there  is  in  the  fam- 
ily, generations  back,  a legend  of  kinship 
in  the  line  of  the  prince,  the  probability  of 
which  perhaps  is  not  lessened  by  the  follow- 
ing : — In  Appleton’s  Journal,  September  28, 
1872,  page  354,  in  an  article  entitled  “The 
Old  Fort  in  New  York,”  written  by  John  D. 
Champlin,  Jr.,  occurs  this  passage,  “ In  1673 
the  fortress  again  fell  under  Dutch  domina- 
tion, Captain  Manning,  its  commander, 
having  surrendered  it  almost  without  a shot 
in  the  absence  of  Governor  Lovelace,  who 
was  on  a visit  in  Connecticut,  to  Governor 
Winthrop.  The  town  was  re-christened  New 
Orange,  and  the  fort  William  Hendrick,  in 
honor  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.” 

William  Hendrick,  the  Doctor’s  great-great- 
grandfather,  was  born  in  England  in  1710; 
early  emigrated  to  this  country,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  first  settled  in  Rhode  Island. 
He  married  and  resided  in  Southington, 
Conn.,  raised  there  a family  of  children. 
His  wife  dying,  he  removed  to  Pownal,  Vt., 
married  again,  raised  another  family  from 
which  the  many  Vermont  Hendricks  mostly 
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descended.  He  was  a pioneer  in  Pownal, 
was  a surveyor,  filled  various  civil  offices, 
and  served,  though  sixty-five  years  old  or 
over,  as  an  officer  in  Vermont  militia,  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  died  abont  1790. 
His  children  by  first  marriage  continued  to 
reside  in  Connecticut. 

His  son  William,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Southington,  Conn., 
1737,  and  died  therein  March,  1 775,  at  thirty- 
eight  years  of  age,  one  month  before  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  so  that,  though  of  military 
age  and  tendency  and  in  thorough  sympathy 
with  the  colonial  cause,  he  was  not  permitted 
to  bear  a part,  as  did  his  aged  father,  in  the 
great  struggle  of  independence.  He  left  five 
children:  Anna;  Rebecca;  Henry;  Joel: 

and  William. 

Joel  Hendrick,  the  grandfather  of  the  Doc- 
tor, was  born  in  Southington,  Conn.,  in  1772, 
and  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Esther 
Lewis  in  1795.  He  came  to  Guilford,  Che- 
nango County,  on  his  bridal  tour,  an  ox  team 
and  lumber  wagon  furnishing  the  means  of 
transportation.  He  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing, and  ran  a blacksmith  shop,  in  which  he 
made  the  first  plow,  manufactured  in  the 
town.  He  was  a loyal  and  devoted  Whig  in 
his  political  sympathies.  He  was  a member 
of  and  deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church.  His 
family  consisted  of  six  children,  four  boys 
and  two  girls,  namely  : Leontes,  who  was 
the  second  male  child  born  in  Guilford ; 
William;  Jesse;  Alonzo;  Eliza;  and  Abi- 
gail. 

Leontes  Hendrick,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Guilford  until  his  son,  Henry  C.,  was  four 


years  old,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
the  town  of  Coventry,  where  he  became  one 
of  the  leading  citizens,  respected  for  his 
thrift  and  enterprising  spirit.  In  his  youth 
he  learned  the  mason’s  trade,  and  sometimes 
occupied  himself  in  masonry  work  during  the 
slack  season.  He  was  a good  workman,  his 
reputation  being  such  that  he  had  to  refuse 
many  contracts  for  lack  of  time  in  which  to 
accomplish  them.  He  was  a Whig  and  later 
a Republican  in  his  political  views.  He 
early  united  with  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
was  an  earnest  and  consistent  worker  in  that 
organization.  He  enlisted  in  the  army  in  the 
1812  War,  but  did  not  see  any  active  service, 
as  peace  was  declared  soon  after  his  enlist- 
ment He  was  united  in  hymeneal  bonds 
with  Zilpha  Farnham  of  Sidney,  N.  Y.,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  with  a family  of 
seven  children  : Julia  A.,  the  wife  of  William 
Lyon;  Joel;  Eli  F.;  Edward;  Henry  C.,  our 
subject;  Flora  E.;  and  Esther  E.  All  are 
deceased  except  Henry  C.,  and  Joel,  who  the 
past  ten  years  has  been  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Angelica,  N.  Y.  Leontes  Hen- 
drick was  a man  of  liberal  educational  ideas, 
and  gave  to  each  of  his  five  children,  who 
survived  childhood,  an  academic  education, 
chiefly  at  Oxford  Academy  and  Delaware 
Literary  Institute.  In  his  old  age,  he  made 
his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Lyon,  in 
Coudersporl,  Fa.,  where  he  died  in  1876,  and 
there  buried.  His  wife  was  called  to  her 
long  home  in  1855. 

Dr.  Hendrick,  after  attending  the  district 
school  and  after  receiving  an  academic  edu- 
cation at  Oxford  Academy,  studied  his  pro- 
fession with  his  brother,  the  late  Dr.  E.  F. 


480 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


Hendrick  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  who  as  a sur- 
geon of  the  15th  Reg.  Conn.  Vol.  Inf.  ren- 
dered distinguished  service  in  the  late  war. 
Our  subject  entered  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, and  was  graduated  from  the  Medical 
Department  of  that  institution  in  1853.  He 
has  ever  since  practiced  in  Cortland  County; 
four  years  in  VVillet,  and  the  balance  of  the 
time  in  McGrawville,  with  the  exception  of 
three  years  that  he  spent  in  defence  of  the 
Union,  as  surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  major, 
of  the  157th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  his  enlist- 
ment being  effected  in  August,  1862.  He 
served  on  detached  and  extra  service  at  vari- 
ous times,  in  highly  responsible  positions — as 
division  surgeon  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Carl 
Schurz,  in  charge  of  division  hospital,  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  1862-3,  and  as  brigade 
surgeon  or  post  surgeon  or  chief  medical  offi- 
cer at  nearly  all  points  occupied  by  his  regi- 
ment in  the  Department  of  the  South.  He 
was  post  surgeon  at  Jacksonville  and  Fernan- 
dina,  Fla.,  and  chief  medical  officer  of  the 
district  embracing  the  combined  military  ter- 
ritory of  Hilton  Head,  Beaufort  and  St.  He- 
lena Islands,  S.  C.,  with  Fort  Pulaski,  Cock- 
spur  and  Tybee  Islands,  Ga.  He  was  brev- 
ettecl  lieutenant-colonel  at  the  close  of  the  war 
for  “ distinguished  services,”  and  his  muster- 
out  papers  were  endorsed  with  these  words 
“ Honest,  capable,  brave.”  Returning  to  Mc- 
Grawville, he  resumed  his  practice,  and  se- 
cured the  general  esteem  of  the  community 
and  his  professional  brethren,  being  honored 
with  public  office  along  the  lines  that  are  so 
familiar  to  him.  He  has  been  on  the  board 
of  U.  S.  Medical  Examiners  for  pensions  at 
Cortland,  N.  Y , continuously  for  the  past 


fifteen  years,  and  is  now  serving  as  president 
of  the  board.  In  his  early  life  he  taught 
many  terms  in  district  and  “ select  ” schools, 
and  since  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age  has 
almost  uninterruptedly  served  as  a member 
of  the  board  of  education  ; he  is  now  its 
president.  His  political  ideas  are  those  set 
forth  in  the  platform  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Dr.  Hendrick  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  matrimonial  alliance  was  effected  in  1 854, 
the  bride  being  Miss  Eliza  J.  Mooney  of  Wil- 
let,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  McGrawville,  June 
12,  1858.  He  was  again  united  in  marriage 
September  5,  i860,  with  Miss  Miranda  Mc- 
Graw,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Harry  Mc- 
Graw,  and  sister  of  Hon.  P.  H.  McGraw 
and  Hon.  D.  McGraw  of  McGrawville,  N. 
Y.  Mrs.  Hendrick  still  accompanies  her 
husband  in  the  journey  of  life,  and  adds  no 
small  amount  to  his  comfort  and  pleasure  by 
her  cheerful  presence  and  wifely  care.  Their 
church  relations  are  Presbyterian,  in  which 
church  the  doctor  has  been  an  elder  for  the 
past  thirty  years.  They  have  one  child, 
Henry  D.  Our  subject  is  considered  a self- 
reliant,  safe  and  successful  practitioner,  is  fre- 
quently called  in  consultation  with  neighbor- 
ing physicians,  and  merits  the  large  practice 
that  his  long  residence  and  prominent  posi- 
tion in  the  community  implies.  His  patrons 
extend  over  a large  territory,  and  his  practice 
includes  the  best  class.  He  is  a member  of 
the  following  medical  societies:  State  Medi- 
cal Association,  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  is  a life  member  ; and  Cort- 
land County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is 
now  president. 
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AMES  LIVINGSTON,  who  has  won 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a mechanic 
and  builder  of  the  best  class  of 
bridges,  is  a resident  of  the  village  of  Mara- 
thon, and  is  one  of  its  most  highly  respected 
citizens.  He  is  a son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Esmay)  Livingston,  and  was  born  November 
9,  1836,  in  Otsego  County,  this  state. 

Jacob  Livingston,  the  great-grandfather, 
was  a native  of  Germany,  emigrating  to  this 
country  and  making  a home  in  Kings  Coun- 
ty, Long  Island,  before  the  Revolutionary 
War;  he  took  up  arms  for  the  country  of  his 
adoption,  and  was  one  of  the  many  sons 
whose  valor  enabled  her  to  keep  aloft  the 
banner  of  American  Independence.  After 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  moved  to  Rensselaer 
County,  then  to  Schoharie  County,  and  final- 
ly to  the  town  of  Davenport,  Delaware 
County,  where  he  died. 

John  Livingston,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Kings  County,  Long  Island, 
but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  passed  in 
the  counties  of  Otsego  and  Tioga,  N.  Y.,  his 
death  occurring  at  the  latter  place  when  he 
had  almost  reached  the  century  mark,  being 
ninety-five  years  old.  The  partner,  who 
shared  the  vicissitudes  of  life  with  him 
was  a lady  of  Lrench  birth,  Magdalena 
Parmatee. 

James  Livingston,  the  father,  married  Eliz- 
abeth Esmay,  who  belonged  to  the  early 
Dutch  settlers  of  New  York,  whose  family 
tree  was  deep-rooted  in  the  land  of  Holland, 
from  whence  have  sprung  so  many  of  the 
sturdy  settlers  of  our  Eastern  States.  Mr. 
Livingston  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 


ters: James,  our  subject;  Francis,  a gun- 
smith in  Marathon  ; John,  living  in  Ouincy, 
Mich.;  Henry,  deceased ; Mary,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Desman  Bowman,  a tailor  ; 
Katherine,  the  wife  of  George  Haight,  resid- 
ing in  Georgia ; and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
early  girlhood,  when  scarcely  twelve  years 
of  age. 

James  Livingston,  whose  name  heads  this 
biography,  located  in  the  village  of  Mara- 
thon when  but  a young  man,  and  has  lived 
there  for  almost  a half  century,  enjoying  the 
confidence,  respect  and  goodwill  of  the  en- 
tire community,  as  well  for  his  cheery  good 
humor  as  for  the  strict  integrity  and  recti- 
tude that  characterize  his  daily  life.  He  re- 
ceived a common  school  education  and  then 
learned  the  trade  ol  a machinist,  a vocation 
for  which  he  had  an  especial  talent,  and  in 
which  his  wide  reputation  for  superior  excel- 
lence of  work  is  well  sustained.  His  mechan- 
ical enterprise  consists  largely  in  building  en- 
gines and  bridges.  Most  of  the  bridges  in 
his  vicinity  are  of  his  invention  and  con- 
struction, and  are  an  enduring  monument  to 
his  creative  ability  and  the  excellency  of  his 
workmanship.  He  is  also  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber,  and  owns  two  saw 
mills  which  are  in  constant  operation.  In 
1840,  he  located  in  Galatea,  residing  there 
until  1856,  when  he  made  his  home  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Marathon.  Two  years  later  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lannie  M.  Peebles,  October  17, 
1858,  and  they  are  the  proud  parents  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living;  the  rec- 
ord  is  as  follows  : John  W.,  who  is  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father;  George  died  May  6, 
1872;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Fred  S.  Dellow, 
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son  of  undertaker  Dellow ; and  Desman 
D.,  also  in  business  with  his  father.  On  an- 
other page  occurs  a portrait  of  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston. 


SAAC  J.  WALKER,  a prosperous  agri- 
culturist of  Cortland  County,  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  men  of  the  town  of 
Solon.  His  years  have  been  spent  in  this 
section,  and  the  prosperity  which  he  has  at- 
tained has  been  derived  from  a life  well  and 
worthily  lived.  Mr.  Walker  is  of  pioneer 
stock,  being  a son  of  Samuel  Walker,  and 
grandson  of  Isaac  Walker. 

The  latter  gentleman  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Jacob,  entered  New  York  State  in 
very  early  times,  coming  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut.  They  came  into  Montgomery 
County,  and  literally  hewed  their  way  into 
the  virgin  forest,  cutting  a roadway  for  three 
miles  through  the  densest  of  timber  growth 
before  they  came  to  the  place  where  their 
claim  had  been  located.  Finding  their  land 
all  covered  with  forest  growth,  they  cleared 
a space,  built  a log  house,  and  began  getting 
their  land  in  shape  for  cultivation.  Later  on 
as  they  prospered  in  their  worldly  affairs  a 
frame  house  was  put  up,  and  things  put  on 
the  aspect  of  civilization.  Isaac  had  married 
in  his  native  state,  and  was  the  father  of  two 
children  at  the  time  of  his  entry  into  the  new 
country.  His  wife  was  Patience  Bell,  and 
she  bore  to  him  a family  of  six  children, 
named : Ann  (Bingham)  ; Margaret  (Oucl- 

kirk) ; Lourena  (Fero);  Minerva  (Bush); 
Isaac,  Jr.;  and  Samuel.  The  father  passed 


away  at  the  age  of  sixty,  dying  from  the 
effects  of  an  injury  received  from  a run- 
away team. 

Samuel,  the  youngest  son,  and  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  Montgomery 
home  in  1803.  There  he  received  his  early 
training  and  lived  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age,  when  he  left  home  to  learn  the 
tanner’s  trade  at  Schenectady.  After  serv- 
ing his  apprenticeship,  he  went  to  Danby, 
N.  Y.,  and  managed  a tannery,  and  also  a 
boot  and  shoe  store.  While  a resident  of 
that  town  he  married  Sally  Biers,  but  she 
was  permitted  to  accompany  him  but  a few 
years  on  the  road  of  life.  He  spent  five 
years  in  Danby,  and  then  returned  to  his  old 
home,  which  he  bought  from  the  other  heirs, 
and  there  resided  for  fifteen  years,  following 
general  agriculture.  There  he  also  married 
for  his  second  wife  Lucy  Rice,  a daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Maria  Rice  of  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.  In  1849  he  sold  the  home  place,  and 
moved  to  the  town  of  Milford,  Otsego 
County,  where  he  resided  eight  years.  He 
then  came  to  Solon,  this  county,  and  pur- 
chased a ninety-five  acre  farm,  on  which  in 
process  of  time  he  built  a new  house,  in 
which  his  life  ended  in  1876.  His  faithful 
wife,  however,  still  lives  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety.  Their  children  numbered  six,  and 
were:  Isaac  J.,  our  subject;  Richard  W.; 
Patience  (Atkins);  Margaret  (Atkins);  Min- 
erva, who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  ; and 
Andrew,  who  onlv  lived  to  be  fourteen  years 
old.  Samuel  Walker  was  a very  active  and 
influential  man  in  his  time.  He  was  a cap- 
tain in  the  State  militia,  and  was  a Whig  and 
later  a Republican  in  politics.  His  family 
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was  reared  to  reverence  and  love  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

Isaac  J.  Walker  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  October  24,  1839,  and  was  conse- 
quently a young  man  of  eighteen  years  when 
the  family  came  to  Solon.  His  father  trained 
him  to  the  occupation  of  a farmer,  a voca- 
tion he  followed  until  the  war  broke  out.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  in  Co.  C.,  157th  Reg.,  N.  Y. 
Vol.  Inf.,  and  went  to  the  front.  With  his 
regiment  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  he 
saw  all  the  hard  realities  of  grim  war,  and  ex- 
perienced all  the  trying  ordeals  to  which  the 
boys  in  blue  were  subjected.  He  went 
through  it  all  with  dauntless  spirit,  and  in 
1865  was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment, 
the  war  having  been  brought  to  a successful 
close.  Coming  home,  Mr.  Walker  at  once 
returned  to  the  quiet  ways  of  the  home  farm, 
and  became  his  father’s  helper  and  right-hand 
man.  Later,  as  age  laid  its  heavy  hand  on 
the  father’s  head,  the  son  took  full  charge  of 
the  estate,  and  at  the  same  time  faithfully 
cared  for  his  parents,  anticipating  their  every 
want.  After  his  father’s  death,  Mr.  Walker 
came  into  possession  of  the  home  place, 
which  he  now  conducts,  and  where  he  also 
resides.  His  mother  lives  with  him. 

Mr.  Walker’s  matrimonial  alliance  was 
with  Lucinda  Pierce  of  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.; 
she  is  a daughter  of  Isaac  Pierce,  a native  of 
Vermont,  and  an  own  cousin  of  Franklin 
Pierce.  They  have  reared  a family  that  is 
an  honor  to  them.  The  children  are  : Helen 
S.;  Charles  W.,  a graduate  of  the  Syracuse 
University,  and  now  pastor  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  of  Dryden,  N.  Y.;  George  S.,  who  is 
at  the  present  writing  the  superintendent  of 


the  News  Boys’  Home  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  K. 
Moss,  a teacher  ; and  Thomas  Isaac.  Mr. 
Walker  in  social  and  fraternal  circles  is  well 
known.  He  is  a member  of  the  W.  H.  Tar- 
bel  Post,  No.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  its  first 
commander,  serving  for  three  years.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  McGrawville  Lodge, 
No.  310,  I.  O.  O.  F.„  and  of  the  McGrawville 
Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  Politically, 
his  sympathies  and  influence  have  ever  been 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been 
justice  of  sessions  in  the  county  court,  and 
was  sent  as  a delegate  to  the  State  Republi- 
can Convention.  His  town  he  has  served  as 
supervisor  for  three  consecutive  terms,  and 
is  now  a justice  of  the  peace.  In  the  Metho- 
dist Church  he  has  been  a class  leader  for 
twenty  two  years,  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  for  fourteen  years.  He  is 
also  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
church.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  here  record 
many  encomiums  on  the  life  and  character  of 
Mr.  Walker,  for  his  sterling  worth  of  char- 
acter, his  upright  Christian  manhood,  and  his 
steady  reliability  as  a citizen  are  too  well 
known  to  need  any  reference  to  them  here. 


EACON  MANLEY  HOBART. 
The  great  Empire  State  in  its  de- 
velopment and  early  settlement  in- 
curred a debt  it  can  never  adequately  repay 
to  its  sister  states  of  New  England.  New 
England  ! What  a place  for  the  birth  of 
great  men,  and  the  rearing  of  true  men,  firm 
in  the  advocacy  of  liberty  and  ever  con- 
stant for  what  they  deemed  right ! The  town 


486 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


of  Brimfield,  Mass.,  contributed  many  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Homer,  this 
county.  Among  these  settlers,  who  did  so 
much  to  shape  the  destiny  of  this  section 
were  Samuel  and  Dorothy  “Hoar”  or  Ho- 
bart, the  grandparents  of  our  subject.  They 
were  of  the  same  family  from  which  are 
descended  many  of  the  influential  and  leading 
men  of  Massachusetts  to-day,  among  whom 
we  might  mention  Senator  Hoar,  the  vener- 
able representative  of  the  Bay  State  in  the 
Upper  House  of  Congress. 

In  the  summer  ol  1798,  Samuel  Hobart  had 
visited  the  locality  of  Homer,  located  his 
farm  on  the  place  now  owned  by  John  Scott, 
and  put  up  a log  cabin  to  accommodate  the 
large  family  he  was  preparing  to  remove  to 
this  place.  In  the  ensuing  winter,  with  snow 
on  the  ground,  he  moved  with  oxen  and  sled 
from  the  old  home  in  Massachusetts,  intend- 
ing to  settle  down  upon  their  arrival  in  Ho- 
mer in  the  log  cabin  he  had  built.  When 
they  arrived,  it  was  found  that  the  weight  of 
the  snow  had  broken  in  the  roof,  and  so  they 
accepted  shelter  with  Deacon  Peter  Hitch- 
cock, whose  log  house  was  the  only  habita- 
tion that  lay  between  Mr.  Hobart’s  place  and 
the  site  of  Homer  village. 

Of  the  children  of  these  pioneers,  Gideon, 
the  father  of  Deacon  Manley  Hobart,  was 
nineteen  when  the  family  came  to  Homer. 
In  1806  he  married  Electa  Wadsworth  of  the 
well  known  Wadsworth  family,  than  whom 
there  is  no  better  known  family  in  Central  or 
Western  New  York.  In  the  veins  of  this 
family  coursed  the  blood  of  kings,  and  from 
the  various  branches  have  come  some  of  the 
famous  and  great  men  of  America.  The  chil- 


dren of  this  couple  were  : Amos  ; Sophronia ; 
Manley,  our  subject ; Horacel  Orrin ; Euret- 
ta  ; Celinda ; Mary  M.;  and  Clark  E. 

Deacon  Hobart  was  born  on  the  home 
place  in  Homer,  May  7,  1810,  and  from  that 
time  until  his  death,  September  7,  1883,  he 
was  mainly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
There  are  men  who  seem  born  to  succeed  no 
matter  where  their  fortunes  are  cast.  Dea- 
con Hobart  was  one  who  rarely  took  a false 
step,  whose  every  action  would  bear  the 
closest  scrutiny,  and  whose  undoubted  suc- 
cess in  life  was  only  second  to  his  splendid 
record  as  an  upright  Christian  gentleman. 
He  never  sacrificed  his  honor  or  integrity  to 
gain  a worldly  advantage,  no  matter  how 
trifling  the  principle  at  stake.  When  a young 
man,  Deacon  Hobart  made  public  profession 
of  his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Homer.  As 
a church  member,  he  was  positive  in  his  atti- 
tude toward  sin,  and  was  wonderfully  active 
in  all  church  affairs.  He  was  faithful  to  all  his 
covenant  vows,  and  was  not  a man  to  shirk 
one  of  his  duties,  which  he  performed  with 
equal  cheerfulness  and  zeal.  He  was  very 
prominent  in  the  Homer  Church,  and  served 
as  deacon  from  his  election  to  that  dignity  in 
1856  until  he  entered  into  his  reward,  and 
was  received  with  the  welcome  plaudit  of 
“ Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant ; enter 
thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.”  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  was  president  of  the  County 
Bible  Society,  and  was  foremost  in  the  sup- 
port of  its  interests.  Although  his  ability 
and  talents  shone  brightest  in  the  service  of 
the  church,  his  worth  was  also  recognized 
and  his  services  utilized  in  other  fields.  He 
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was  a director  of  the  Homer  National  Bank, 
and  was  elected  as  one  of  the  town’s  super- 
visors a number  of  times. 

Deacon  Hobart  was  united  in  marriage 
June  22,  1840,  with  Caroline  A.  Bries,  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Rufus  Bries  of  Homer, 
who  was  a prominent  man  in  religious  cir- 
cles, and  one  who  took  a keen  and  intelligent 
interest  in  all  affairs  of  local  moment.  Four 
daughters  were  born  to  our  subject,  who 
were  named  in  order  of  birth : Ellen  F.; 
Clara  A.;  Alice  B.;  and  Mary  S.  The  eldest 
daughter  married  George  D.  Daniels  of  the 
firm  of  O.  B.  Andrews  & Co.  Clara  A.  be- 
came the  wife  of  the  late  Lyman  H.  Heberd, 
whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  Alice  B.  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
A.  Skinner,  a prominent  and  well-to-do  drug- 
gist of  Homer  village.  The  youngest  daugh- 
ter married  J.  N.  Knapp  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

1 » 1 


-ft^VATHAN  J.  SMITH.  One  of  the  best 
I =J  known,  prominent  and  progressive 
V ^ agriculturists  of  the  town  of 
Virgil,  Cortland  County,  is  the  gentleman 
named  above,  whose  life  from  his  birth  has 
been  spent  in  the  county,  and  has  been  de- 
voted to  that  most  independent  of  callings, 
farming.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  that  is 
now  owned  by  N.  L.  Shevalier,  which  was 
then  his  father’s  farm,  January  10,  1847,  and 
is  a son  of  Nathan  and  Lucy  (Mallery)  Smith, 
grandson  of  Abraham  and  Nancy  (Hunt) 
Smith,  and  great-grandson  of  Henry  Smith. 

The  latter,  a miller  by  trade,  moved  from 
Coxsackie,  N.  Y.,  to  Ivillawog,  Broome 


County,  and  there  carried  on  his  trade  and 
engaged  to  a considerable  extent  in  agricul- 
tural operations.  The  last  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  peace  and  comfort  with  his 
son,  Abraham,  in  the  town  of  Virgil,  this 
county,  where  his  decease  took  place  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two.  His  wife’s  life  spanned  a 
period  of  eighty-four  years.  Their  children 
were:  Jennie  ; Jalamia  ; Abraham  ; and  Ellen. 
Henry  Smith  fought  for  independence  and 
liberty  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

His  son,  Abraham,  was  born  at  Coxsackie. 
Upon  leaving  the  parental  roof  to  do  for  him- 
self, he  made  his  first  home  in  Marathon,  this 
county,  where  he  settled  on  the  farm,  where 
C.  Hammond  now  lives.  He  then  bought 
the  farm,  that  is  now  owned  and  lived  on  by 
our  subject,  and  with  his  own  exertions 
cleared  the  102  acres,  which  comprised  the 
property.  He  built  a house  and  commodious 
barns,  set  out  two  orchards,  one  of  which  is 
still  in  bearing,  and  in  many  other  ways 
showed  his  ability  to  keep  up  the  farm  in  the 
best  shape,  and  to  obtain  uniformly  success- 
ful results.  He  departed  this  life  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five.  His  first  wife  died  young, 
leaving  three  children  : Betsey  ; Cyrus  ; and 
Nathan.  The  second  wife  was  Hannah  Van 
Buskirk. 

Nathan  Smith,  our  subject’s  father  was 
born  near  Marathon,  and  his  first  purchase 
for  a home  was  the  property  that  is  known 
to-day  as  the  Mrs.  D.  Robinson  place.  After 
farming  it  for  five  years,  he  moved  to  Mara- 
thon, and  later  bought  what  is  now  called  the 
N.  L.  Shevalier  farm.  The  house  and  barns 
of  the  estate  were  erected  by  him.  Later  he 
bought  the  farm  now  occupied  by  the  subject 
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of  this  sketch,  on  which  he  built  a home. 
After  six  years’  residence  on  the  farm,  he 
moved  to  Cortland  village,  and  retired  from 
active  labor,  dying  there  in  1884  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six.  His  wife,  Lucy,  was  a daughter 
of  Patrick  Mallery,  and  was  born  in  Mara- 
thon, Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  November  5, 
1809,  and  still  survives.  They  reared  a family 
of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  reflected  great 
credit  on  their  parents.  The  family  record 
furnishes  these  details:  Hon.  A.  P.,  ex-judge, 
now  deceased,  whose  life  history  appears  on 
another  page  ; Mallery,  deceased  ; Nancy  A., 
whose  first  husband  was  I.Shevalier,  and  her 
second,  C.  Cummings ; Angeline,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  C.  H.  Homer,  and  after  his 
death  united  in  marriage  with  N.  Spencer ; 
Harriet,  deceased;  Elvira,  deceased;  and 
Nathan  J.  Besides  attending  to  all  the  work 
incident  to  the  raising  of  so  large  a family,' 
our  subject’s  mother  was  a true  helpmeet  and 
adviser  of  her  husband,  and  with  her  intui- 
tive tact  and  knowledge  of  what  should  be 
done  was  able  to  render  valuable  assistance 
in  the  management  of  the  farm.  She  is  still 
hale  and  hearty,  and  to  all  appearances  would 
be  thought  a lady  of  only  sixty  summers. 
She  reads  with  very  little  difficulty,  writes 
with  a firm  and  steady  hand,  is  never  troubled 
with  her  hearing  powers,  and  is  a very  enter- 
taining conversationalist.  Old  age  has  been 
robbed  of  its  terrors  and  drawbacks,  with 
the  result  that  Mrs.  Smith  is  enjoying  those 
years  of  the  sunset  side  of  life,  when  in  the 
most  of  cases  there  is  nought  but  weariness 
and  disease. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  da)-s  in 
much  the  same  way  as  boys  brought  up  on 


the  farm  do  to-day.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  near  his  home,  and  gave  about  as 
much  attention  to  his  books  and  studies  as 
the  average  youth,  preferring  at  all  times 
and  hours  to  go  fishing,  hunting,  swimming, 
or  to  indulge  in  the  score  or  more  of  sports 
so  dear  to  the  heart  of  a school-boy.  With 
all  his  readiness  to  indulge  in  play,  he  knew 
when  to  work,  and  with  his  readiness  to 
learn,  it  was  no  hard  matter  to  stand  at  the 
head  of  his  class.  From  the  district  school 
he  passed  to  the  Cortland  Academy,  where 
his  education,  so  far  as  it  related  to  set  lessons 
in  books,  terminated.  On  the  farm  he  was 
gradually  introduced  to  larger  duties  and 
severer  work,  as  his  size  and  strength  would 
permit,  that  made  a man  of  him  before  he 
had  in  fact  reached  the  point,  where  he 
legally  became  his  own  master.  He  began 
farming  for  himself  on  the  homestead,  which 
he  purchased,  and  improved.  He  later 
moved  to  his  present  property,  where  he  has 
all  the  facilities  for  carrying  on  very  exten- 
sive agricultural  operations.  He  enlarged 
the  barns,  and  added  immensely  to  their  ca- 
pacity by  putting  in  basements.  He  keeps 
fifteen  head  of  Jersey  cows,  and  makes  dairy- 
ing one  of  the  chief  features  of  his  work. 

Mr.  Smith  was  joined  in  marriage  with 
Luricia  Adell  Angell,  daughter  of  Erasmus 
D.  and  Sarah  (Lake)  Angell.  Erasmus  D. 
Angell  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
December  2,  1816,  and  was  a son  of  James 
Angell  and  Polly  Crandall,  the  former  an 
early  school-teacher  of  the  Empire  State. 
Mrs.  Smith's  father  settled  in  the  town  of 
Lapeer,  this  county,  and  later  bought  the  old 
hotel  stand  at  East  Virgil,  and  ran  the  hotel 
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a number  of  years.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  and  in  milling.  He  is  now 
retired,  and  lives  in  East  Virgil.  His  wife, 
who  was  a daughter  of  Jedediah  Lake,  died 
in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Their 
children  were : Luricia  A.,  our  subject’s  wife  ; 
Sarah  L.;  Julia  L.;  Erasmus  D.;  Jedediah  L.; 
and  James  W.  Our  subject’s  only  daughter, 
Mary  Louise,  married  Herbert  Widger  of 
the  firm  of  Widger  Bros.,  mill  operators  and 
lumbermen.  Wilmer  Abraham,  the  only 
son,  and  younger  of  the  two  children,  re- 
sides at  home  with  his  parents.  In  their 
religious  views,  the  family  are  Methodists. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  as  a progressive  and  lead- 
ing agriculturist  he  is  a member  and  past 
master  of  the  local  Grange.  Portraits  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  executed  from  a photo- 
graph taken  in  the  spring  of  1898,  appear  on 
a page  in  proximity. 


^VTVLLS  G.  FRISBIE.  This  gentle- 
1 1 man  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
H -L  v y and  progressive  agriculturists  of 
Cortland  County.  He  lives  in  Scott  town- 
ship, where  he  operates  his  farm  of  153  acres 
on  those  intelligent  and  liberal  principles, 
that  characterize  his  work  in  other  spheres 
of  activity.  As  a citizen  he  is  broad-minded, 
public-spirited  and  alive  to  the  furthering  of 
the  common  interest.  In  political  circles,  as 
a Republican  of  influence  he  has  a following 
of  friends  and  well-wishers,  who  have  on 
a number  of  occasions  persuaded  him  to 
accept  a nomination  to  a township  or  county 


office,  and  have  then  triumphantly  carried 
him  on  to  victory.  He  has  been  very  active 
both  in  practical  politics  and  in  serving  his 
fellow  citizens  as  a public  officer.  He  is 
frequently  called  upon  to  serve  as  a delegate 
to  party  conventions,  and  on  one  of  these 
occasions  served  as  chairman  of  the  county 
convention.  He  has  also  served  on  various 
committees.  As  a public  servant,  he  has 
officiated  three  years  as  assessor,  four  years 
as  supervisor,  and  is  now  superintendent  of 
the  poor  of  Cortland  County,  having  been 
elected  when  the  entire  ticket  upon  which  he 
was  nominated  was  defeated. 

Mr.  Frisbie  was  born  in  Scott  township, 
this  county,  July  14,  1846,  and  has  been  a 
resident  of  that  township  all  his  life  with  the 
exception  of  four  years  spent  in  Minnesota. 
He  received  an  excellent  academic  education 
in  Homer  Academy  and  De  Ruyter  Insti- 
tute. In  early  life  he  taught  school  several 
years  in  Cortland  County,  and  eight  terms 
or  four  years  in  Minnesota.  He  now  follows 
farming  exclusively. 

The  Frisbie  family  is  of  English  descent. 
Our  subject's  great-grandfather,  David  Fris- 
bie, was  a native  of  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  and  spent  his  entire  life  there,  en- 
gaged at  his  trade  of  a carpenter  and  joiner. 
He  married  a Miss  Benedict,  and  had  a fam- 
ily of  six  children,  that  consisted  of  two  sons 
and  four  daughters.  John  Calvin  Frisbie, 
son  of  David,  was  also  born  in  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.  In  1815,  with  his  wife  and 
family,  comprising  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, he  moved  to  Groton,  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  one  year  and  then 
came  to  Homer,  where  he  first  took  up  his 
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residence  a mile  and  a half  north  of  Homer 
village.  He  lived  there  several  years,  and 
then  moved  to  Scott  township,  where  his 
death  took  place  after  a long  and  useful  life 
of  eighty  years,  November  17,  1862.  He 
was  a joiner  and  mason  and  plasterer,  and 
built  all  the  old  houses  through  the  section 
of  the  county  where  he  located,  and  also 
erected  the  first  churches.  He  followed 
these  trades  in  conjunction  with  farming  all 
his  life.  He  volunteered  and  served  a short 
term  of  enlistment  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
was  a Whig  and  a Republican  in  politics ; he 
filled  the  offices  of  county  superintendent 
of  the  poor,  and  town  superintendent  of 
schools  under  the  old  system.  He  was  a 
great  admirer  of  Wm.  H.  Seward,  and  was 
greatly  disappointed  at  his  not  being  nomi- 
nated to  the  presidency,  but  was  reconciled 
to  and  became  a great  admirer  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  when  his  first  inaugural  address  was 
published.  He  was  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  was  for  very  many 
years  leader  of  the  church  choir.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Laura  Mills,  who  was 
of  Scotch  extraction,  and  a daughter  of 
Lawrence  Mills,  who  lived  in  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.  Five  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  as  follows:  Mellissa,  deceased, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Curtis ; Louisa, 
also  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Martin 
Alvord ; Myron  J.,  deceased ; George  M., 
our  subject’s  father ; and  Matilda,  deceased, 
who  was  the  wife  of  John  W.  Schuyler. 

George  M.  Frisbie  was  born  in  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.,  October  31,  [814,  and  was 
one  year  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  this 
part  of  the  state,  and  two  years  of  age  when 


they  took  up  their  residence  in  1816  in  this 
county.  George  M.  Frisbie  has  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  this  county,  and  from 
a small  boy  has  made  his  home  in  Scott 
township.  Agricultural  operations  have 
claimed  his  attention  through  all  his  long 
life.  Since  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
party  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  U.  S.  Grant,  and 
James  A.  Garfield  ; before  the  war  he  was  in 
turn  a Whig,  Abolitionist,  and  Free-Soiler. 
Of  late  years,  however,  he  has  supported 
the  Prohibition  party,  as  a party  of  reform. 
Though  active  and  zealous  in  every  cause  he 
espoused,  he  never  sought  or  filled  any 
public  office,  for  he  was  usually  on  the 
weaker  and  losing  side  in  the  cause  of  right- 
ing wrong  and  relieving  oppression.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church,  having  been  a Presb)Tterian  up  to 
the  age  of  twenty.  His  helpmeet  and  part- 
ner through  life,  Hannah  S.  Babcock,  passed 
away  in  1869.  Six  children  resulted  from 
this  marriage,  as  follows : Elias  T.  of  Homer 
village;  Mills  G.;  Mellissa,  deceased;  and 
three  who  died  in  infancy. 

On  December  3,  1867,  Mr.  Frisbie,  our 
subject,  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Martha 
B.  Crandall,  daughter  of  William  G.  Crandall 
of  Lincklaen,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y. 
Anna  E.,  the  elder  daughter  of  this  mar- 
riage, married  William  H.  Brown,  a farmer 
of  Scott  township.  Elvira  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  W.  Hammon,  a farmer  of  Homer. 
William  G.,  the  youngest  child,  lives  at 
home.  Our  subject  has  one  grandchild, 
Louis  Frisbie  Hammon.  Mr.  Frisbie,  with 
the  members  of  his  family,  is  a member  of 
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the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  of  Scott 
township.  He  is  a comrade  of  Scott  Post, 
No.  574,  G.  A.  R.  He  has  been  adjutant  of 
the  post  since  its  first  organization  with  the 
exception  of  three  years,  when  he  was  filling 
the  position  of  commander.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Lake  View  Lodge,  No.  684,  I.  O. 
O.  F.  In  the  late  war,  he  enlisted  on  January 
2,  1864,  in  Co.  H,  16th  N.  Y.  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, and  served  continuously  and  with  honor 
to  himself  from  that  date  until  August  28, 
1865,  when  he  received  his  papers  of  dis- 
charge, and  once  more  became  a civilian. 


R-  LEWIS,  who  conducts  the  leading 
|Jj  . plumbing  establishment  in  the  village 
Cortland,  also  carries  on  tinning, 
steam  and  gas  fitting,  deals  in  furnaces,  and 
manufactures  the  Perfection  Milk  Cooler 
and  Aerator,  of  which  he  is  the  inventor. 
He  was  born  January  28,  1858,  in  Friendship, 
Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a son  of 
Salmon  and  Sarah  (Welch)  Lewis. 

His  paternal  grandfather  was  Nicholas 
Lewis,  who  spent  most  of  his  life  at  Chenango 
Forks,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of 
a cooper.  He  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  often  preached  before  the 
local  congregation. 

Salmon  Lewis,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Chenango  Forks,  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  a common 
school  education.  In  1849,  when  the  gold 
fever  had  just  begun  to  spread  over  this 
country,  he  caught  the  craze  and  departed 
for  the  El  Dorado.  He  stayed  in  California 


a short  time  and  then  came  back  to  his  native 
county,  but  soon  after  took  up  his  residence 
in  Allegany  County,  where  he  opened  a hard- 
ware store  in  the  town  of  Friendship.  Later 
he  moved  to  Titusville,  Pa.,  where  he 
engaged  in  making  oil-barrels.  After  fol- 
lowing the  trade  of  a cooper  for  a short  time, 
a company  of  which  he  was  a member, 
purchased  a large  hotel  and  made  him 
manager.  He  successfully  conducted  this 
hostelry  until  he  moved  to  South  Bend, 
Indiana,  where  he  is  now  living  a retired  life. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Lewis  is  a firm  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  during  the  war  he 
stumped  the  county  in  its  interest.  Reli- 
giously, he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  has  been  twice 
married,  and  is  the  father  of  six  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  James;  Abiah, 
widow  of  Lucien  B.  Main;  Jasper;  Cassius 
C.,  deceased  ; Florence,  also  deceased  ; and 
our  subject. 

L.  R.  Lewis  received  but  little  school 
education,  but  is  a well  informed  and  intel- 
ligent man,  as  a result  of  constant  contact 
with  the  world.  His  first  work  was  that  of 
a driver  on  the  canal,  which  occupation  he 
continued  to  follow  for  five  years,  after  which 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a tinner.  In  1887,  he 
moved  to  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  where  he  plied 
his  trade  for  several  years.  November  14, 
1881,  he  came  to  Cortland  and  entered  the 
employ  of  Smith  & Kingsbury.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  two  years’  time  he  was  engaged 
to  work  for  Newkirk  & Hulbart,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  August,  1888,  when  he  pur- 
chased Smith  & Bale’s  plumbing  business. 
He  still  conducts  this  business  on  Main 
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Street,  and  does  nearly  all  the  first-class  work 
of  the  town  of  Cortlandville.  He  is  an  hon- 
est and  straight-forward  man,  and  has  made 
many  friends  both  in  private  and  business 
life. 

His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Emily  Phelps, 
and  they  were  married  December  22,  1882  ; 
they  have  the  following  children : Paul  ; 

Ralph  ; and  Florence.  Politically,  Mr.  Lewis 
is  a stanch  Republican.  In  religious  belief,  he 
is  a Methodist,  and  is  a charter  member  of 
the  Homer  Avenue  M.  E.  Church  of  Cortland. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  inventor  and  manufacturer  of 
the  Perfection  Milk  Cooler  and  Aerator, 
which  has  a large  sale  throughout  the  dairy 
sections  of  the  United  States,  and  although 
it  is  of  recent  origin,  he  has  hacPorders  from 
New  Zealand,  and  other  remote  parts  of  the 
world.  The  article  was  patented  August  3, 
1897,  but  already,  such  is  the  superior  excel- 
lence of  its  construction  and  its  simplicity  in 
handling,  it  has  won  for  itself  a sure  place  in 
the  regard  of  the  dairymen  of  all  sections. 
We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  Mr.  Lewis’ 
portrait  on  a preceding  page,  for  he  is  a live, 
enterprising  business  man,  and  merits  the 
success  with  which  he  is  meeting  in  all  de- 
partments of  his  business. 


WIGHT  K.  CUTLER,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  wealthy  resi- 
dents of  this  county,  residing  in 
the  town  of  Scott,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
general  farming,  and  in  operating  a first-class 
scientific  dairy,  is  a son  of  Nathan  W.  and 
Ruth  (Whiting)  Cutler,  and  was  born  in 


Sempronius,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
27.  1835- 

Bradley  Cutler,  the  grandfather,  was  born 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  was  married 
to  Sabra  Wade,  and  came  to  Sempronius 
with  his  family  at  an  early  day.  He  was  a 
mason  by  trade,  but  later  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
men  of  Cayuga  County,  and  was  successful 
in  obtaining  one  of  the  largest  farms  in  that 
section.  He  was  a representative  man  in 
every  sense ; he  was  one  of  the  founders  and 
a deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church,  the  first 
building  being  erected  on  his  farm,  he  con- 
tributing the  ground  and  also  largely  to  the 
erection  of  the  church.  He  was  a Democrat 
in  early  life,  later  a Free-Soiler  and  Abolition- 
ist, then  a Republican,  voting  for  Fremont, 
the  first  candidate  of  that  party.  He  was 
elected  to  most  of  the  town  offices.  He  can 
truly  be  called  a self-made  man,  one  who 
relied  solely  on  his  own  judgment,  made  his 
own  fortune,  and  was  a conscientious,  highly 
honorable  citizen.  He  died  in  1864  on  his 
farm  at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  leaving  a large 
family  of  sons  and  daughters  scattered  over 
the  state  and  all  through  the  West. 

Nathan  W.  Cutler,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  March  1,  1800,  and 
married  Ruth  Whiting,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 12,  1804.  She  was  a daughter  of  Dr.  Jere- 
miah B.  Whiting,  who  attended  academy  and 
then  graduated  from  a medical  college  and 
became  quite  a successful  practitioner.  He 
was  classed  among  the  best  physicians  in  his 
part  of  the  state,  and  his  practice  extended 
over  Cayuga,  Onondaga  and  Cortland  Coun- 
ties for  a period  of  thirty  or  forty  years. 
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He  finally  moved  to  the  State  of  Michigan, 
where  he  died.  Nathan  W.  Cutler  was  a 
boy  yet  in  his  ’teens  when  the  family  came  to 
Sempronius,  and  there  he  lived  all  his  life, 
dying  in  1875,  his  wife  having  been  called  to 
her  Heavenly  Home  the  year  previous.  He 
was  an  honored  and  reputable  citizen  of  his 
town,  who  spent  his  time  in  cultivating  the 
home  place.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican 
and  filled  nearly  all  the  town  offices,  being 
assessor  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  years. 
He  was  a deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
founded  by  his  father,  for  a long  time.  He 
was  always  active  in  church  work  and  filled 
all  the  offices,  recognizing  no  labor  too 
arduous  when  the  welfare  of  the  church  was 
concerned.  It  was  zeal  such  as  this  that  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  success  of  that 
denomination.  He  left  a family  of  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows:  Myron 
D.,  who  died  in  1892;  Charles,  a farmer  of 
Ira  Station,  Cayuga  County;  Jane  A.,  the 
wife  of  James  W.  Clark,  a farmer  of  Scott ; 
Dwight  K. ; Cynthia  M.,  deceased,  wife  of 
Volney  Hawke,  who  died  in  the  army — she 
then  married  Jefferson  Tinker;  Thalia  F., 
who  married  Dorr  Smith,  a resident  of  Sem- 
pronius. 

Dwight  K.  Cutler  was  raised  in  Sem- 
pronius and  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  that  place.  He  began  teaching  when 
nineteen  years  old,  at  the  same  time  devoting 
his  spare  time  to  study,  until  he  reached  his 
twenty-third  year.  At  that  age  he  married 
Phoebe  K.  Wilcox,  a daughter  of  Josiah 
Wilcox,  and  after  that  he  farmed  in  the  sum- 
mer and  taught  in  the  winter  for  a period  of 
five  years,  when  he  brought  to  a close  his 


teaching  career,  and  gave  his  attention  exclu- 
sively to  farming.  He  was  a good  educator, 
and  is  kindly  spoken  of  by  his  many  pupils, 
who  remember  the  patience  and  wisdom 
exercised  in  his  charge  over  them.  In  1869 
he  came  to  Scott  township,  where  he  has 
since  lived,  still  engaged  in  husbandry. 

Besides  the  farm  in  Cayuga  County,  con- 
sisting of  150  acres,  he  owns  the  farm  upon 
which  he  resides,  containing  200  acres.  The 
appointments  about  this  farm  are  of  the 
finest  kind,  the  residence  being  a large 
modern  structure,  showing  much  taste  and 
quiet  elegance.  The  furnishings  of  his  home 
are  in  keeping  with  the  surroundings,  every- 
thing being  provided  for  the  comfort  and 
ease  of  the  inmates.  Quite  as  much  care  has 
been  expended  on  his  stables,  and  large 
buildings  have  been  erected  to  accommodate 
his  large  dairy  herd  of  forty  cows;  here  are 
found  all  the  modern  appliances  that  go 
toward  making  a successful  dairy.  He  has 
placed  here  a large  separator  of  the  most 
approved  make,  through  which  the  milk  is 
passed  as  soon  as  milked,  the  product  being 
nice,  fresh  cream,  with  the  by-product  of 
milk  that  has  the  smallest  trace  of  butter  fat. 
The  skim  milk  he  can  utilize  by  feeding  to 
calves  or  pigs,  and  the  cream  is  eventually 
worked  into  butter  or  cheese.  The  separator 
is  operated  by  an  engine,  as  is  the  other  sta- 
tionary machinery  about  the  barn ; in  fact, 
Mr.  Cutler  is  operating  a scientific  dairy,  and 
is  doing  it  in  a highly  practical  manner.  He 
is  a director  and  vice-president  of  Cortland 
County  Agricultural  Society.  When  twenty- 
four  years  old  he  was  elected  a justice  of  the 
peace  in  Sempronius,  and  was  continued  in 
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that  position  until  he  came  to  Scott.  He  has 
always  been  a strong,  loyal  Republican,  and 
since  he  has  been  a resident  of  Scott  has 
served  two  terms  as  supervisor  and  one  term 
as  county  superintendent  of  the  poor,  the 
term  lasting  three  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cutler  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  all 
living  within  a few  miles  of  the  parental 
roof,  namely:  Mary  E.,  who  married  Frank 
Hodges,  a carpenter  and  builder  of  Syra- 
cuse; Alice  M.,  the  wife  of  Fred  Vanclen- 
berg,  a farmer  of  Scott;  and  X.,  a son  who 
married  Miss  Laura  Newman,  and  resides  on 
his  father’s  farm,  which  he  superintends. 
He  is  a prosperous,  enterprising  young  man. 


ANIEL  B.  TRIPP,  Assistant  Cash- 
ier of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Marathon,  Cortland  County,  needs 
no  introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  work. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Harford,  Cort- 
land County,  October  7,  1842,  and  is  a son  of 
Daniel  A.  and  Loretta  (Haviland)  Tripp. 
His  father’s  farm  continued  to  be  his  place  of 
residence  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  when  he  came  to  Marathon,  where  he 
has  been  ever  since.  In  his  youth  he  obtain- 
ed a common  school  education  in  Harford, 
and  also  attended  the  academy  at  Dryden. 
For  two  years  until  1864  he  was  engaged  in 
performing  the  duties  of  an  instructor  of 
youth  in  the  schools  of  the  town  of  Dryden. 
In  the  spring  of  that  year,  he  removed  to 
Marathon,  where  he  became  a clerk  for  a 
produce  dealer,  and  was  afterwards  employ- 
ed in  a dry  goods  store  until  1883,  when  he 


became  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Marathon,  whose  interests  he  has 
served  from  that  time  to  this.  During  all 
the  years  that  he  has  resided  in  Marathon 
since  1864,  he  has  been  steadily  employed 
under  salary  without  a break  except  for  two 
months.  He  is  a director  in  the  bank,  and  in 
addition  to  his  regular  duties  also  manages  a 
number  of  estates. 

Mr.  Tripp’s  ancestors  were  English  Quak- 
ers. His  great-great-grandfather,  Anthony 
Tripp,  was  born  in  this  country,  and  lived 
in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  most  of  his  life. 
His  son,  John  Tripp,  was  born  in  that 
county,  and  followed  the  pursuits  of  agricul- 
ture. He  was  a Quaker  in  his  religious 
views.  During  the  Revolutionary  War, 
Commissary  Burns  of  the  Colonial  Army, 
made  Mr.  Tripp’s  home  his  headquarters. 

Daniel  Tripp,  the  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  writing,  was  born  about 
the  year  1769  in  Dutchess  County,  which 
had  been  the  home  of  the  family  for  many 
years.  He  lived  there  until  he  attained  the 
years  of  manhood,  when  he  removed  to  the 
town  of  Ancram,  Columbia  County,  which 
until  1838  continued  to  be  his  home,  chang- 
ing his  location  in  that  year  to  the  town  of 
Dryden,  Tompkins  County,  where  he  lived 
to  a good  old  age,  dying  in  1856.  He  was, 
like  his  forefathers  preceding  him  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  a Quaker  in  his  religious 
views.  He  married  Elizabeth  Aiken,  a native 
of  the  town  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  County, 
and  three  of  their  children  grew  to  maturity, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Of  these  two  sons,  Daniel  A.  Tripp,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  August  31,  1804, 
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in  Columbia  County,  where  he  was  reared 
and  given  a good  common  school  education. 
He  settled  down  there  as  a farmer  when  he 
arrived  at  man’s  estate,  and  continued  to  be 
a resident  of  that  county  until  1837,  when  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  the  town  of  Dry- 
den,  Tompkins  County,  where  he  lived  until 
1839,  when  he  made  his  final  removal  to  the 
town  of  Harford,  Cortland  County,  where 
he  continued  to  follow  agricultural  pursuits 
until  he  retired  from  active  life.  He  was 
called  to  his  reward  in  1883.  In  regard  to 
his  politics,  it  may  be  said  that  he  was  a 
Democrat  of  pronounced  views,  and  took  an 
intelligent  and  hearty  interest  in  all  local 
affairs  that  concerned  him  or  the  public  wel- 
fare in  the  least  degree.  He  married  Loretta 
Haviland,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Haviland,  a 
native  of  Greene  County,  this  state ; she  was 
born  March  9,  1809,  and  died  in  March,  1873. 
The  fruits  of  this  union  were  nine  children, 
by  name : Eugene  H.  of  Greene  County,  N. 
Y.;  Hon.  James  H.,  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Marathon,  whose  bio°r- 
raphy  appears  on  another  page  ; Charity  H. 
of  the  town  of  Harford,  Cortland  County  ; 
Elizabeth  C.,  also  of  the  same  town  ; Louisa, 
the  wife  of  Henry  Thomas;  Daniel  B.,  the 
subject  of  this  mention;  Edward  W.  of 
Medina,  Orleans  County,  this  state  ; Mary, 
deceased;  and  John  C.,  also  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  at  all  times 
been  ready  and  willing  to  lend  his  assistance 
and  to  co-operate  in  the  furtherance  of  any 
worthy  cause.  His  known  ability  in  the 
financial  field  and  his  readiness  to  give  of  his 
time  and  energies  have  made  him  a promi- 
nent figure  in  movements  directed  toward 
24 


the  improvement  or  development  of  the 
town  and  village.  He  is  president  of  the 
Peck  Memorial  Library  Association  of  Mara- 
thon, and  was  president  of  the  association 
when  the  present  fine  library  building  was 
erected.  This  is  an  elegant  brick  structure 
of  prepossessing  architectural  appearance 
and  design,  which  is  altogether  a great  credit 
to  the  town.  He  took  a leading  part  in  the 
erection  and  location  of  the  public  buildings 
and  the  establishment  of  the  village  park, 
and  as  president  of  the  village  for  successive 
terms  he  inaugurated  improvements  which 
contributed  to  the  dignity  and  prosperity  of 
the  village.  Politically,  Mr.  Tripp  is  a Re- 
publican, and  as  such  has  been  quite  active 
in  local  affairs  of  interest,  but  he  has  never 
allowed  politics  to  interfere  with  ligitimate 
business.  Mr.  Tripp  married  Margaret 
Squires,  daughter  of  William  Squires  of 
Marathon,  this  county,  and  has  a beautiful 
home,  rich  and  luxurious  in  its  appointments, 
where  he  and  his  highly  esteemed  wife  ever 
extend  a hearty  welcome  to  their  many 
friends  and  acquaintances. 


UANE  BURGESS  has  for  several 
years  past  made  his  home  at  Mara- 
thon, and  has  been  extensively 
engaged  in  handling,  as  buyer  and  seller, 
various  commodities,  and  in  dealing  as  a 
bujmr  and  shipper  of  cattle.  He  is  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  his  section  of  the  country, 
and  has  an  experience  that  has  carried  him 
into  many  lines  and  into  many  distant  places. 

Mr.  Burgess  was  born  in  Marathon,  June 
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20,  1844.  When  little  more  than  a school 
boy  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  157th  Reg-.  N.  Y. 
Vol.  Inf.,  and  started  off  to  the  war.  All 
through  the  fearful  struggle,  he  kept  his 
place  in  the  ranks,  and  did  his  duty  nobly. 
For  over  three  long  years  he  was  never  away 
from  his  regiment  or  off  duty.  He  took  part 
in  all  of  the  hard  service  that  the  157th 
Regiment  went  through,  and  their  battle  flag 
shows  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Hagers- 
town, Morris  Island  Siege,  Charleston,  and 
many  other  battles  and  skirmishes.  This 
period  of  unbroken  service  made  our  subject 
a veteran  in  experience,  though  young  in 
years.  He  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  in  1865,  and  at  once  turned  his 
thoughts  back  into  the  channels  of  peace. 
His  first  active  employment  was  with  the 
Syracuse  & Binghamton  R.  R.,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  assistant  operator.  After  five  years’ 
steady  work  in  this  branch  of  the  railway 
service,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a train, 
and  for  two  years  was  a freight  conductor. 
Next  he  became  station  agent  at  Whitney’s 
Point,  and  there  remained  two  years  more. 
About  this  time,  he  determined  to  follow  the 
stream  of  pioneers  that  was  filling  up  the 
West,  and  try  his  fortune  in  that  section. 
Accordingly,  he  sent  in  his  resignation,  and 
went  to  Lincoln,  Neb.  He  staid  there  for  a 
time,  then  crossed  over  into  Iowa,  where  he 
was  for  ten  years  engaged  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness. In  1885,  Mr.  Burgess  came  back  to  his 
old  home  in  Marathon,  where  he  has  since 
been  interested  in  the  cattle  business,  buying, 
selling  and  slaughtering.  He  has  also  quite 
a goodly  trade  in  coal. 

Mr.  Burgess  is  a son  of  Moreau  D.  Bur- 


gess, and  a grandson  of  James  and  Lucy 
(Barnes)  Burgess.  The  father  was  born  at 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  April  4,  1813.  He  was 
brought  when  a small  child  by  his  parents 
into  Cortland  County  in  1817,  a time  when 
this  region  was  spoken  of  by  New  England 
people  as  “away  out  West.”  James  Burgess, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a carpenter 
and  joiner,  and  followed  that  trade  all  his 
life.  He  was  among  the  very  first  of  the 
skilled  mechanics  of  his  craft,  who  entered 
the  new  country,  and  his  abilities  proved  of 
great  service  to  the  early  settlers.  He  was 
also  an  expert  wagon-maker,  and  gave  much 
of  his  time,  when  not  otherwise  employed, 
to  that  work.  He  was  the  first  man  in  his 
adopted  home  to  make  use  of  the  “ square 
rule,”  all  the  other  craftsmen  clinging  to  old 
methods  and  using  the  “scribe  rule.”  James 
Burgess  departed  this  life  in  1848.  It  is  very- 
interesting  to  note  quite  a coincidence  in 
regard  to  Mr  Burgess.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucy  Barnes  by  the  father  of  that 
eloquent  and  noted  representative  of  the 
American  pulpit,  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  In 
the  same  town  and  on  the  same  day  that 
Henrv  Ward  Beecher  was  born,  a son  came 
to  Mr.  Burgess  and  his  wife.  That  son  was 
Moreau  D.  Burgess,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

Moreau  D.  Burgess  has  always  made  his 
home  in  the  town  where  his  father  settled. 
He  learned  his  father’s  trade,  and  during  all 
his  active  days  has  followed  the  craft,  adding 
later  on  to  his  knowledge  of  wood-working 
the  trade  of  millwright.  He  has  in  his  time 
been  a stirring  and  forceful  man  in  the  com- 
munity. In  earlier  life  he  was  a Whig,  but 
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making  a deeper  study  of  economic  and 
political  questions,  he  in  1848  became  a 
Jeffersonian  Democrat.  His  wife  was  Jane 
Church,  a daughter  of  William  Church,  a 
gentleman  whose  name  is  well  and  favorably 
known  to  all  the  old  residents  of  Marathon. 
Two  sons  were  born  to  Mr.  Burgess  and  wife, 
namely : Duane,  of  whom  this  article  is 
written  ; and  Corwin,  the  well-known  station- 
agent  of  Marathon,  whose  biography  is 
found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Duane  Burgess  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Luna  Oakley,  daughter  of  Gabriel  Oakley. 
One  son,  Earl  W.,  who  is  now  engrossed 
with  theatrical  matters,  was  born  to  them. 
Mr.  Burgess  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
best  liked  men  of  Marathon.  He  is  known 
as  a man  of  sound  sense,  of  sterling  upright- 
ness, and  of  tried  ability.  He  is  liked  for  his 
pleasant  ways,  for  his  ready  public  spirit, 
and  for  his  proven  devotion  to  his  native 
place.  Whatever  of  success,  that  has  fallen 
to  his  lot,  has  come  as  a result  of  his  thor- 
ough methods,  and  it  is  all  well  deserved. 


\W / A.  COOK,  who  occupies 

the  responsible  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Climax  Road  Machine  Com- 
pany of  Marathon,  was  born  at  Norwich, 
Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  August  28,  1861. 

H is  great-grandfather,  David  Cook,  was  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  emigrated  from 
that  state  to  Athol,  Warren  County,  N.  Y., 
and  from  there  removed  to  Plymouth,  Che- 
nango County,  where  he  died,  after  settling 
upon  a farm  and  engaging  in  agriculture  for 


a number  of  years.  Abial  Cook,  his  son,  and 
the  grandfather  of  Walter  A.,  was  born  at 
Athol,  Warren  County,  and  was  taken  from 
there  with  the  rest  of  the  family  to  Ply- 
mouth. Afterwards  he  moved  to  Norwich, 
in  the  same  county,  and  lived  there  until  his 
death.  He  was  a lawyer  by  profession,  and 
was  a Democrat  in  politics.  He  stood  high 
in  his  profession,  and  worked  among  the 
leaders  in  his  district.  He  was  once  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York. 

Walter  A.  Cook,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Norwich,  in  1826,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1893.  He  was  also  an  attorney  by 
profession,  and  a Democrat  in  his  political 
persuasions,  taking  an  active  and  intelligent 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  party.  He 
served  as  deputy  county  clerk  in  1850,  and 
was  journal  clerk  of  the  Assembly  every 
year  from  1853  to  1875 — every  Democratic 
Assembly.  Daniel  Lamont,  Secretary  of 
War  in  Cleveland's  last  administration,  was 
Mr.  Cook’s  deputy  at  one  time.  His  rela- 
tions with  such  men  as  Horatio  Seymour 
and  Samuel  J.  Tilden  were  very  intimate. 
To  him  and  his  wife,  Adaline  S.  (Eastman) 
Cook,  were  born  three  boys  and  one  girl,  as 
follows:  Walter  A.,  our  subject ; George  E., 
who  is  an  artist  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Mary  Ada- 
line,  who  is  located  in  Boston,  where  she 
sings  for  private  families  ; and  David  B.,  who 
is  in  the  emplo)r  of  the  Climax  Road  Machine 
Company  as  a salesman. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  Norwich 
Academy,  and  in  the  high  school  at  Norwich. 
He  married  Alice  M.  Lewis,  a daughter  of 
Edwin  and  Martha  Lewis,  and  took  his  place 
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in  the  business  world.  He  was  first  interest- 
ed in  the  lumber  trade  at  South  Plymouth, 
N.  Y.,  being  engaged  in  that  business  about 
two  years.  He  then  taught  school  for  three 
years,  when  for  two  more  years  he  again  was 
identified  with  the  lumber  trade.  His  next 
employment  was  as  a salesman  for  the 
Wheeler  & Melick  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
agricultural  implements  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 
In  the  second  year  of  his  connection  he  was 
appointed  the  superintendent  of  agencies  for 
the  company,  and  held  that  place  until  Janu- 
ary i,  1891.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Climax  Road  Machine  Co.,  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  sale  of  their  product 
in  Eastern  New  York  and  New  England,  and 
continued  to  manage  this  department  of  the 
work  until  February  1,  1896,  when  he  came 
into  the  office,  and  took  the  position  of 
superintendent. 

The  Climax  Road  Machine  Company  with 
which  Mr.  Cook  is  prominently  connected, 
was  founded  in  1887  by  the  following  gentle- 
men ; Andrew  S.  Manning  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.; 
Oscar  F.  Pinckney  of  Lisle;  William  Clark 
of  Union,  N.  Y.;  and  Calvin  E.  Kilpatrick  of 
Marathon.  This  co-partnership  continued 
until  November,  1889,  when  the  other  three 
members  of  the  firm  purchased  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Kilpatrick,  the  inventor,  and  continued 
the  business  as  a co-partnership  until  Janu- 
ary 21,  1893.  Upon  this  date  the  firm  bought 
the  patents  of  John  O’Neil  of  Keeseville,  N. 
Y.,  relating  to  a stone-crushing  machine,  and 
secured  a charter  of  incorporation,  with  the 
following  officers:  Andrew  S.  Manning, 

president ; Ed.  L.  Adams,  vice-president ; O. 
F.  Pinckney,  secretary,  treasurer  and  general 


manager;  and  C.  A.  McAlpin,  superinten- 
dent. At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1894,  the 
company  employed  J.  G.  Brown,  a graduate 
of  Cornell  University,  as  its  mechanical  en- 
gineer and  superintendent  of  the  stone- 
crusher  department.  The  officers  remained 
the  same  until  1896,  with  the  exception  that 
T.  R.  Clark  became  secretary  and  treasurer, 
his  father  having  died  in  1892.  In  1896,  Mr. 
Manning  retired  from  the  presidency,  and  the 
following  officers  were  elected:  Fred  H. 
Swift,  president;  Walter  A.  Brink,  vice-pres- 
ident ; T.  R.  Clark,  secretary  and  treasurer ; 
O.  F.  Pinckney,  general  manager ; W.  A. 
Cook,  superintendent;  and  J.  G.  Brown, 
mechanical  engineer.  This  arrangement 
still  continues.  At  the  time  of  the  company’s 
incorporation,  in  1893,  the  plant  consisted  of 
the  necessary  machinery  for  the  manufacture 
of  road  graders  only,  so  that  it  became  neces- 
sary to  have  their  stone-crusher  plants  man- 
ufactured elsewhere.  On  May  17,  1894,  the 
plant  at  Marathon  was  entirely  destroyed  by 
fire,  but  was  immediately  rebuilt  on  its 
former  location  at  a cost  of  $50,000.00.  The 
buildings  are  substantially  constructed  of 
brick  ; the  foundry  and  machine  shop  is  250 
by  50  feet,  and  the  road  machine  building  is 
320  by  46  feet.  The  capacity  of  the  entire 
plant  is  60  road  machines  and  three  stone- 
crushing plants  per  week,  thus  giving  em- 
ployment to  from  30  men  at  the  minimum  to 
300  at  the  maximum  capacity.  The  trade 
extends  over  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States, 
and  even  now  the  company  are  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  have  their  machinery 
introduced  in  the  South,  with  very  satisfac- 
tory results  in  the  orders  taken. 
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\W/ILLIAM  H.  FOSTER,  the  popular 

VpV  treasurer  of  Cortland  County,  is  a 
native  and  a resident  of  Homer  village.  For 
a number  of  years  past  he  has  been  the  head 
of  a large  insurance  business,  and  though  he 
is  included  in  the  list  of  Homer’s  younger 
citizens,  he  is  exceedingly  well  known  and 
respected.  Mr.  Foster  came  into  the  world 
at  Homer,  September  u,  1862,  and  is  a son 
of  John  Foster,  who  was  born  in  Carlisle, 
Cumberland  County,  England,  in  1821. 

John  Foster,  who  at  this  writing  is  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  and  successful  farmers 
of  Cortland  County,  residing  at  Little  York 
in  the  town  of  Flomer,  was  the  eldest  son  of 
James  and  Margaret  Foster.  His  father  died 
when  John  was  a small  boy,  and  the  respon- 
sibility of  rearing  him  and  his  two  younger 
brothers,  James  and  Isaac,  devolved  upon 
his  widowed  mother.  She  was  left  in  poor 
circumstances,  and  was  soon  obliged  to  find 
homes  for  her  boys  among  the  neighboring 
farmers.  This  she  succeeded  in  doing  to  her 
entire  satisfaction,  and  John  grew  to  man- 
hood on  a farm,  and  learned  the  calling  of  a 
farmer  in  an  experienced  school.  His  educa- 
tional advantages,  however,  were  nil,  but  as 
his  record  well  proves,  he  succeeded  far 
better  than  the  vast  majority  who  are  born 
under  the  most  auspicious  and  affluent  cir- 
cumstances. He  continued  at  farm  labor  in 
his  native  country  until  he  had  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  when,  in  1847, 
believing  that  the  New  World  afforded  a 
better  field  for  an  ambitious  young  man,  not 
afraid  to  work  and  never  known  to  shirk  his 
duty,  he  left  England  and  embarked  for 
America.  He  landed  at  Castle  Garden  in 


New  York  City,  and  soon  after  located  at 
Truxton,  this  county,  where  he  spent  three 
years  as  a farm  hand,  after  which  he  rented 
and  operated  a farm  for  four  years.  During 
these  years  he  had  been  a faithful  and  dili- 
gent worker,  and  by  careful  and  economical 
habits  had  accumulated  considerable  money, 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  purchase  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  the  county.  He  accordingly 
in  1S54  purchased  his  present  farm,  which 
contains  two  hundred  acres,  ninety  of  which 
are  well  improved  and  under  a good  state  of 
cultivation.  Mr.  Foster  united  his  fortunes 
with  those  of  Jane  Miller,  a daughter  of 
George  Miller,  who  lived  in  Cortlandville. 
Ten  children  made  up  the  family  ol  this 
excellent  couple,  seven  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  as  follows:  James,  a farmer  of 
Homer : George,  who  runs  a meat  market  at 
De  Ruyter;  Isaac,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
banking  business  at  Spokane,  Wash.;  William 
H.  of  Homer,  whose  biography  follows  this  ; 
Anna,  who  became  the  wife  of  Millard  Nye, 
a farmer  of  Preble,  Cortland  County ; Ed- 
ward, a farmer  residing  with  his  father  ; and 
Arthur,  a shoe  merchant  of  Flomer.  Mr. 
Foster  has  always  been  a strict  adherent  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
reared  his  family  according  to  the  precepts 
of  the  Church  of  England.  Starting  in  life 
with  little  or  no  educational  advantages,  and 
without  means,  Mr.  Foster’s  history  is  a 
striking  example  of  what  a young  man,  pos- 
sessed of  the  necessary  pluck  and  persever- 
ance, can  accomplish.  He  has  made  his  own 
way  in  life,  unaided  by  friends,  and  is  now 
enjoying  the  comforts  that  invariably  come 
as  a reward  for  the  well-spent,  industrious 
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life,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know 
him,  and  who  have  learned  to  appreciate  his 
many  excellent  traits  of  character. 

William  H.  Foster  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  took  a two 
years’  course  at  Homer  Academy.  He  was 
a bright  student  and  attained  educational 
qualifications  that  enabled  him  to  become  a 
very  successful  teacher  at  the  very  early 
age  of  sixteen.  He  toiled  through  the  sum- 
mers on  the  farm,  and  taught  winters  for 
five  consecutive  years.  In  1887  Mr.  Foster 
formed  a partnership  with  F.  C.  Atwater  of 
Homer  village,  and  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  They  continued  this  line  for  sev- 
eral years  with  growing  success.  Finally,  in 
1896,  they  disposed  of  all  their  interests  in 
the  drug  business,  which  then  amounted  to  a 
good  deal,  to  C.  H.  Skinner  & Co.,  who  now 
conduct  the  store.  During  the  time  that 
they  were  associated  together,  the  partners 
had  worked  up  a fine  general  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  when  they  disposed  of  the  store, 
Mr.  Foster  retained  this  interest,  and  has 
developed  it  farther,  until  it  takes  all  the 
time  he  has  to  spare  aside  from  his  official 
duties.  He  has  a splendid  field,  and  carries 
one  of  the  largest  lists  of  good  reliable  com- 
panies of  any  insurance  man  in  the  vicinity. 
In  January,  1898,  Mr.  Foster  was  appointed 
agent  for  the  United  States  Express  Co., 
with  office  at  Homer,  N.  Y.  How  popular 
an  official  Mr.  Foster  is,  is  best  shown  by  the 
fact  that  when  his  first  term  as  county  treas- 
urer had  expired  in  1896,  he  was  re-elected 
for  another  term  with  scarcely  a show  of 
opposition.  He  has  very  marked  talent  for 
handling  anything  of  a business  nature.  His 


executive  ability  is  of  the  best,  and  he  man- 
ages his  office  with  an  attention  to  details 
and  a courtesy  to  the  public,  that  mark  him 
as  the  proper  kind  of  an  official. 

Margaret  J.  Crofoot,  daughter  of  Welling- 
ton Crofoot  of  Homer,  became  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Foster,  and  to  them  one  child  was  born, 
whom  they  named  Donald.  Besides  being 
an  exceedingly  active  and  useful  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Foster  is  promi- 
nent in  social  and  fraternal  circles.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Homer  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M., 
and  also  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  the  relations 
ot  daily  life  he  is  very  affable  and  genial. 
As  a citizen  he  is  eminently  public-spirited, 
and  in  business  is  clean-cut,  accurate  and 
upright. 


T^HESTER  F.  and  THEODORE  H. 
( Y WICKWIRE  of  Cortland,  N.  Y., 
are  to-day  among  the  largest  manu- 
facturers in  the  county,  and  are  known  over 
the  United  States  as  the  proprietors  of  the 
plant  that  goes  by  the  name  of  Wick  wire 
Bros.’  Wire  Works  of  Cortland,  N.  Y.  This 
industry  was  established  in  Cortland  in  1873 
by  the  above  named  gentlemen.  Previous  to 
that  year  they  had  carried  on  a retail  hardware 
store  on  Main  Street,  and  while  engaged  in 
that  business  they  took  it  upon  themselves  to 
enter  upon  the  production  of  the  wire-cloth 
that  forms  a part  of  so  many  household 
articles,  for  there  were  very  few  factories 
engaged  in  this  sort  of  work  then,  and  the 
product  commanded  a high  price.  They, 
thereupon,  started  their  business  in  the  rear 
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of  their  store,  making  use  of  only  one  hand 
loom  at  first.  They  did  not  suffer  from  lack 
of  trade,  for  in  a few  years  the  press  of 
orders  was  so  great,  and  the  demand  so 
extensive,  that  they  disposed  of  their  hard- 
ware store,  and  turned  their  whole  attention 
to  the  manufacturing  of  wire-cloth.  In  1880, 
the  enterprise  required  more  space,  and  they 
accordingly  purchased  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Randall 
a site  on  South  Main  Street,  where  they  erec- 
ted a plant,  which  from  time  to  time  in  the 
last  seventeen  years  has  been  improved  and 
enlarged  in  many  ways.  In  their  new  home 
they  entered  upon  an  innovation,  that  of  draw- 
ing their  own  wire,  for  before  that  the  wire- 
cloth  factories  had  bought  their  wire  already 
drawn.  In  the  wire  drawing  mills,  that  have 
been  recently  enlarged,  so  that  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  main  building  are  308  feet  by 
go,  the  wire  is  drawn  from  one-fourth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter  down  to  the  thinness  of  a 
hair.  The  wire,  a few  years  ago,  was  worth 
four  cents  a pound  when  it  came  from 
Sweden,  and  the  value  was  increased  to 
twenty-five  cents  a pound  when  it  was  fin- 
ished and  woven  into  wire-cloth.  By  such 
advanced  methods  of  production  and  by 
many  ingenious  mechanical  contrivances  em- 
ployed in  their  works,  they  have  cut  so  far 
into  the  cost  of  preparing  their  goods  for 
the  market  and  by  using  American  steel  in 
place  of  Swedish  iron,  that  the  cost  to  the 
consumer  has  been  lessened  by  over  one-half. 
The  mechanical  skill  of  both  Chester  F.  and 
Theodore  H.  Wickwire  is  very  marked, 
especially  that  of  the  elder  brother  and  presi- 
dent of  the  company;  they  have  invented 
and  made  nearly  all  the  machinery  used  for 


weaving,  spooling,  painting  and  finishing 
wire-cloths;  and  what  is  more,  their  process 
is  now  being  used  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  because  of  this  significant  fact 
great  credit  should  be  given  to  the  Messrs. 
Wickwire  for  the  reduction  in  the  prices  of 
goods.  Their  factory  and  mill  products  in- 
clude an  extensive  line  of  wire-cloths  in 
painted,  bronze  and  galvanized  wire  of  highest 
quality  and  in  all  the  standard  sizes,  also  wire 
nettings,  fencing,  and  a variety  of  wire  goods 
for  domestic  and  household  use,  such  as  coal 
sieves,  flour  sieves,  corn  poppers,  dish  covers, 
etc.  They  are  by  great  odds  the  largest 
manufacturers  of  flour  sieves  in  the  United 
States.  Their  greatest  product,  however,  is 
cloth  suited  for  door  and  window  screens, 
which  is  made  of  steel  wire,  either  painted  or 
galvanized.  Wickwire  Bros.’  bronze  cloth 
has  a national  reputation,  while  their  name 
on  a label  is  a sufficient  guarantee  of  the  ex- 
cellence and  superior  quality  of  the  goods. 

In  addition  to  their  wire  mills,  already 
referred  to,  there  is  also  a large  group  of 
buildings  that  have  been  erected  since  1884. 
The  main  building,  in  which  the  greater  part 
of  the  weaving  is  done,  extends  480  feet  on 
the  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  side,  with  a front- 
age of  190  feet  on  Main  Street,  and  a depth 
of  forty-five  feet;  the  structure  is  built  of 
brick,  three  stories  high,  not  including  the 
basement.  Then  there  is  the  box  shop  and 
sieve  building  45  x 80  feet,  and  also  boiler 
houses  and  engine  rooms  attached  to  the 
rear;  a paint  tower  of  brick,  32  x 60  feet  and 
seven  stories  high ; annealing  and  cleaning 
houses,  consisting  of  two  circular  buildings, 
60  feet  in  diameter;  and  a store  house  70  x 


5°6 


BOOK  OF  BIOGRAPHIES 


130  feet,  two  stories  high.  These  buildings 
are  located  on  a lot,  that  is  almost  six  acres 
in  extent,  three  acres  being  purchased  when 
the  new  wire  mill  was  erected  in  1893.  A 
powerful  Corliss  engine  of  1,000  horse- 
power does  the  most  of  the  work  of  the 
establishment,  and  also  supplies  power  for 
the  electric  lights,  with  which  the  whole 
plant  is  furnished,  thus  making  it  possible  to 
run  night  and  day  in  several  shifts.  It  is 
not  infrequently,  such  is  the  demand,  that 
this  is  resorted  to.  The  buildings  through- 
out are  heated  with  steam.  At  50  Main 
Street  are  located  the  general  offices  of  the 
company,  wffiich  are  furnished  with  every 
convenience  and  supplied  with  a plentiful 
supply  of  light.  There  are  on  an  average 
about  400  hands  employed,  with  a pay-roll 
of  about  $4,000.00  a week  the  year  round. 
The  looms  have  a capacity  of  fifty  miles  of 
wire-cloth  one  foot  wide  per  day.  The  com- 
pany has  the  best  equipped  factory  and 
largest  capacity  for  manufacturing  goods  in  its 
line  in  the  United  States,  and  probably  in  the 
world.  It  was  the  very  first  concern  to  man- 
ufacture wire-cloth  for  window  screens  with 
two  selvedges  for  all  widths,  also  the  first  to 
manufacture  wire-cloth  from  hard  drawn 
steel  wire.  Beside  this  enterprise,  mammoth 
in  itself,  Messrs.  Wickwire  own  and  operate 
the  Wickwire  Flour  Mills  at  Cortland,  and 
have  built  many  buildings,  among  which 
number  is  the  Grand  Central  Block.  They 
have  both  erected  beautiful  stone  residences 
on  Tompkins  Street,  which  do  not  have 
their  equal  in  cities  of  ten  or  twenty  times 
the  size  of  Cortland  in  the  great  Empire 
State.  They  have  taken  a very  active  in- 


terest in  the  progress  of  Cortland,  and  the 
growth  of  that  village  has  been  identified 
with  the  growth  of  the  firm,  for  Cortland 
when  they  began  their  enterprise  was  a 
sleepy  little  country  village  of  about  three 
thousand  inhabitants,  and  now  is  a thriving 
little  city  of  perhaps  twelve  thousand.  They 
are  very  liberal  and  open-handed  in  their 
beneficences,  and  many  charitable  institutions 
have  cause  to  remember  them  with  thankful- 
ness in  their  hearts.  They  own  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  appointed  stock-farms  in  the 
county.  During  the  past  few  years,  the 
Wickwire  Brothers  have  established  a name 
in  the  manufacturing  world,  that  reflects  the 
highest  credit  on  themselves  and  their  native 
county,  conferring  such  substantial  benefits 
upon  Cortland  as  will  ever  cause  them  to 
be  remembered  with  pride  by  its  citizens. 


\ W /ILLIAM  H . MOORE*  of  East 
YgV  River,  Homer  township,  this 
county,  has  been  a miller  all  his  life,  and  has 
resided  in  many  localities  in  New  York  State 
while  following  his  business.  He  is  a most 
affable  and  congenial  man,  with  numbers  of 
intimate  friends,  and  a host  of  acquaintances. 
In  his  township  and  throughout  the  county 
he  is  influential  and  popular,  and  ranks  as  a 
man  of  prominence,  especially  in  a political 
sense.  For  over  forty  years  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  Cortland  County,  a greater  part 
of  that  time  living  in  Homer  township,  whose 
interests  he  has  served  most  faithfully.  His 
connection  with  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  this  county  will  be  recalled 
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with  interest  by  those  who  followed  his 
leadership  at  that  time.  It  was  in  his  mill 
that  the  first  secret  meetings  were  held  that 
realized  in  the  launching  of  a new  political 
party  in  this  district.  His  counsel  was  then 
the  first  sought,  but  of  late  years  he  has  not 
been  especially  active  in  politics,  leaving  this 
to  younger  men.  Mr.  Moore  is  now  engaged 
in  managing  the  mill  of  the  Cortland  Wagon 
Co.,  at  East  River. 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Walkill, 
Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  February  1 8,  1824,  and 
was  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Moore.  The 
family  is  of  English  extraction.  Mr.  Moore’s 
father  was  a native  of  Walkill,  and  there 
spent  the  years  of  his  active  life,  but  died  in 
Monticello,  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1874, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  worked 
at  the  trade  of  stone-mason.  His  wife  died 
in  1856,  when  about  sixty  years  old.  They 
had  a family  of  eight  children,  as  follows: 
John,  deceased;  William  H.,  the  subject  of 
this  narrative  ; Daniel  S.,  deceased  ; Alfred 
H.  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Sarah  J.,  deceased  ; 
Elsie  Decker,  deceased ; Susan  Ann,  the 
widow  of  Joshua  Rundell  of  Monticello, 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Mary  Elizabeth, 
the  wife  of  Warren  Cutler  of  Woburn,  Mass. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  which 
schooling  however  ceased  when  he  was 
eleven  years  old,  for  at  that  age  he  went  to 
work  for  a farmer,  with  whom  he  lived  five 
years,  after  which  he  made  his  own  way  in 
life.  In  1840  he  began  learning  the  milling 
trade  at  Monticello,  N.  Y.,  and  remained 
there  six  years,  in  which  term  of  service  he 
finished  his  trade  so  far  as  country  milling 


was  concerned.  He  then  went  to  Orange 
County,  where  in  Mt.  Hope  he  conducted  a 
milling  business  on  shares  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  for  one  year 
under  similar  circumstances  in  Minosink 
township,  of  the  same  county.  For  one  year 
nearly,  following,  he  was  at  work  for  the 
Erie  R.  R.  He  next  went  to  the  north  part 
of  Sullivan  County,  and  for  one  year  engaged 
in  milling.  In  1851  he  came  to  East  Virgil, 
this  county,  and  ran  a mill  on  shares  at  that 
place  for  one  year,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Virgil  Corners,  and  worked  in  the  mill  there 
for  three  years  and  a half.  He  subsequently 
went  West,  and  worked  nearly  a year  in  Janes- 
ville, Wis.  He  then  returned  to  the  mill  at 
Virgil  Corners,  and  operated  it  for  four 
years ; upon  leaving  that  place  he  went  to 
Marathon,  where  he  rented  a mill  and  con- 
ducted a very  successful  business  for  the 
space  of  two  years.  About  this  time,  while 
a resident  of  Cortland  village,  he  became 
interested  in  a patent  buckwheat  huller, 
which  he,  himself,  invented  and  patented. 
After  one  year  that  was  taken  up  with  this 
patent,  he  went  to  McLean,  Tompkins  Coun- 
ty, and  there  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  huller,  later  becoming  interested  in  a 
machine  shop  at  McLean  with  his  brother, 
Alfred,  running  the  business  under  the  style 
of  Moore  Bros,  for  two  years.  Having 
dissolved  partnership,  he  went  to  North 
Lansing,  and  worked  in  a mill  for  G.  D. 
Crittenden  for  three  years,  when  he  came  to 
East  Virgil,  and  took  charge  of  the  mill  he 
had  operated  there  before  when  he  first  came 
to  the  county.  After  putting  in  nearly  a 
year  there,  he  moved  to  Blodgett’s  Mills,  and 
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was  engaged  at  his  trade  there  from  October 
until  about  the  first  of  March,  when  the  mill 
burned  down.  After  this  occurrence  he 
worked  in  J.  A.  Tisdale’s  mill,  located  be- 
tween Cortland  and  Homer,  being  in  the  em- 
ploy of  that  gentleman  for  thirteen  years.  In 
1883,  he  came  to  East  River,  and  took  charge 
of  the  mill  owned  by  the  Cortland  Wagon 
Co.,  under  a stipulated  agreement  that  he 
was  to  furnish  his  experience  against  the 
capital  and  property  of  the  Cortland  Wagon 
Co.,  the  net  profits  to  be  divided  equally. 
This  arrangement  was  continued  very  satis- 
factorily for  both  parties  for  nine  years,  when 
in  1893,  Mr.  Moore  wishing  to  withdraw 
from  business,  he  was  made  manager  on  a 
salary.  There  are  few  men  in  the  milling 
business  who  have  had  so  longand  varied  an 
experience  in  all  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  trade 
as  our  subject,  and  there  are  still  fewer  who 
are  so  well  qualified  to  give  their  judgment. 

Our  subject,  as  we  have  stated  before,  is  a 
stanch  and  bed-rock  Republican,  and  al- 
though now  not  quite  so  active  in  practical 
politics  as  in  years  past,  his  sympathies  are 
with  the  workers,  and  he  is  still  ready  to 
do  what  he  can  in  the  interest  of  the  party 
of  “ protection  and  prosperity,”  whenever 
the  call  is  made.  He  was  a justice  of  the 
peace  in  Virgil  two  years,  that  being  a long 
time  before  the  term  of  that  office  was 
lengthened  by  the  State  Legislature  to  ten 
years.  He  represented  the  party  in  county, 
district  and  state  conventions,  and  was  for 
a long  period  the  acknowledged  leader  of 
the  Republican  township  organization.  He 
united  with  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Homer  in  1874,  and  has  ordered  his  life  con- 


sistently with  the  church  regulations.  He 
has  filled  the  office  of  trustee. 

Mr.  Moore  married  on  August  14,  1853, 
Fidelia  McVean,  daughter  of  Alexander  Mc- 
Vean,  of  East  Virgil,  and  has  had  two 
children  — William  A.  of  Baltimore,  Md., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  rubber 
type  and  electrotypes;  and  John  C.  of  Cali- 
fornia, who  is  a mechanical  engineer,  with 
his  headquarters  in  San  Francisco. 


l-d . H.  BREWER*  has  the  distinction  of 
JLl  founding  and  building  up  what  has 

become  one  of  the  heaviest  industrial  estab- 
lishments in  Cortland,  and  which  is,  in  its 
particular  line,  the  largest  manufactory  in 
the  United  States.  This  enterprise  is  the 
Cortland  Harness  and  Carriage  Goods  Co., 
'and  its  specialty  is  the  manufacture  of  steel 
and  leather-covered  bow  sockets  for  carriage 
tops. 

Mr.  Brewer  himself  started  this  business 
in  a modest  way  in  1880.  After  a little  he 
associated  with  him  Mr.  D.  H.  Brown.  Un- 
der their  joint  management  the  undertaking 
has  grown  to  such  an  extent  that,  at  the  pres- 
ent writing,  a mammoth  four-story  factory 
building,  201  x 50  feet,  most  thoroughly 
equipped  with  all  kinds  of  modern  conven- 
iences and  improvements,  together  with  a 
complete  line  of  labor-saving  machine  rjq  can 
hardly  keep  pace  with  the  orders,  which 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  This  fac- 
tory was  erected  in  1891  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  a business  which  in  eleven  years 
had  outstripped  the  fondest  hopes  of  the 
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founder.  Besides  the  main  building,  there 
are  several  annexes,  which  comprise  two  jap- 
anning and  separating  rooms,  each  about 
40  x 20,  a dipping  room  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions, steam  oven  20  x 20,  seven  hot-air  ovens 
each  4x4,  an  engine  room  60x35,  and  a wide 
extending  forging  shop,  originally  50x75, 
but  to  which  there  has  been  added  since  a 
building  50x80.  The  whole  plant  is  lighted  by 
electricity,  and  heated  by  the  exhaust  steam 
from  a magnificent  two  hundred  horse  power 
Corliss  engine,  built  by  the  celebrated  Ed- 
ward P.  Allis  Co.  of  Milwaukee,  VVis.  This 
engine  furnishes  ample  motive  power  to  the 
diversified  machinery  of  the  factory,  in  adcli 
tion  to  supplying  power  for  the  company’s 
own  electric  light  plant.  Much  of  the  ma- 
chinery is  of  the  company’s  own  design,  and 
was  built  for  their  special  purposes.  They 
plan  to  make  from  raw  material  every  item 
that  is  used  in  their  product,  even  to  the 
packing  cases  in  which  the  goods  are  shipped. 
Besides  being  the  heaviest  manufacturers  in 
the  country  of  bow  sockets  before  referred 
to,  the  company  is  second  to  few  concerns  in 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  harness  which 
they  turn  out.  They  make  everything  in  the 
harness  line,  from  the  lightest  driving  har- 
ness to  the  heaviest  coach  rig,  and  their  out- 
put ranges  in  price  from  $3.00  to  $500.00  per 
set.  They  also  make  a large  line  of  special- 
ties, which  come  in  the  line  of  carriage  hard- 
ware and  findings,  and  supply  most  of  the 
leading  carriage  makers  in  this  country  and 
abroad.  They  also  make  and  sell  a vast 
quantity  of  harness  fittings,  and  are  owners 
of  many  valuable  patents  on  specialties  in 
all  their  lines.  The  factory  has  space  suffi- 
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cient  to  keep  1 50  men  constantly  employed. 
Throughout  the  lactory  special  attention  has 
been  had  to  light  and  ventilation,  and  as  the 
buildings  are  of  the  most  approved  type  of 
modern  construction,  they  are  in  great  part 
fire-proof.  Besides  being  of  slow-burning 
construction,  with  three  inch  floors,  the  fac- 
tory is  equipped  with  a complete  sprinkler 
system  and  the  best  fire  extinguishers. 

Mr.  Brewer  is  a native  of  the  village  for 
which  he  has  done  so  much.  His  father, 
Henry  Brewer,  came  to  Cortland  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut  at  an  early  age,  and 
when  still  a young  man  was  superintendent 
of  the  old  paper  mill.  He  learned  harness 
making  of  William  Bartlit,  and  in  1834  he 
started  in  business  on  his  own  account.  He 
toiled  faithfully  and  well  at  his  chosen  call- 
ing, and  prosperity  crowned  his  efforts.  He 
retired  from  active  life  with  a good  compe- 
tence laid  by,  and  lived  until  he  attained  the 
good  old  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Lemuel  Lee  of  Connecti- 
cut, bore  him  five  sons,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  sole  survivor.  The  children  were 
named:  Henry  L.;  Charles  L.;  Richard  W.; 
Joseph  E.;  and  Edward  H.  Henrv  Brewer 
was  a man  of  sterling  parts.  Industrious, 
thrifty,  and  of  the  utmost  probity,  he  was 
most  thoroughly  respected  by  the  whole 
community.  He  was  active  in  the  affairs  of 
Cortland,  was  a Democrat  of  the  stanchest 
kind,  and  a director  of  the  savings  bank  and 
of  the  rural  cemetery. 

E.  H.  Brewer,  the  son,  learned  the  craft  of 
harness-making  from  his  father.  The  busi- 
ness principles  that  have  guided  and  shaped 
his  successful  career  were  also  taught  him  by 
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his  honored  sire.  The  years  that  intervened 
between  his  arriving  at  man’s  estate  and  his 
embarking  in  the  enterprise  that  has  brought 
him  into  such  great  prominence  were  spent 
in  toiling  at  the  trade,  and  of  the  highest  or- 
der was  his  preparation.  Mr.  Brewer  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  Morris  Ainsley  of  On- 
ondaga Valley,  N.  Y.,  Eda  A.  by  name,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  five,  as  follows:  Ma- 
bel A.;  Robert  L.;  Eda  A.;  Donald  A.;  and 
Leigh. 

Not  only  has  Mr.  Brewer  been  able  to  at- 
tend to  the  constantly  increasing  cares  as  a 
manufacturer,  but  he  has  also  found  time  to 
do  much  for  his  native  village.  He  has 
erected  a very  handsome  residence,  which 
he  makes  his  Cortland  home,  and  is  the  own- 
er of  a Florida  estate,  where  he  and  his  fam- 
ily often  spend  the  winter  season. 

In  business  circles  his  name  stands  exceed- 
ingly high  all  over  the  country.  At  home 
as  a citizen,  no  one  is  more  popular  or  has 
more  friends.  He  is  a plain,  unassuming 
man,  and  is  as  kind  and  approachable  in  the 
days  of  his  extreme  prosperity  as  he  was 
when  he  toiled  with  his  own  hands.  He 
feels  that  the  credit  of  his  most  important  in- 
dustry belongs  quite  as  much  to  his  honored 
father  and  preceptor  as  to  his  own  talents 
and  abilities. 


EORGE  F.  JONES*  one  of  the 
\mJ__  prominent  residents  of  Homer,  and 
a leading  merchant  of  the  village,  engaged 
in  dealing  in  coal,  is  a son  of  Amanda  (Hall) 


Jones,  and  was  born  April  14,  1854,  at  Scott, 
this  county.  The  name  is  of  Welsh  origin. 

His  great-grandfather,  Charles  Jones,  was 
born  in  Eastern  New  York,  and  was  for  a 
time  engaged  in  farming  in  the  Onondaga 
Valley,  but  later  came  to  Scott,  Cortland 
County,  where  he  farmed  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics. 
His  family  consisted  of  three  children,  all  of 
whom  were  boys. 

The  father  of  our  subject  received  a com- 
mon school  education.  After  leaving  school 
he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  1874, 
in  Cortland  County  ; at  the  end  of  this  time 
he  had  acquired  a sufficient  competency  to 
enable  him  to  lead  a retired  life  if  he  so  chose, 
and  accordingly  he  gave  up  the  work  of  the 
farm,  and  now  spends  his  time  in  visiting 
among  his  children.  The  family  record  is  as 
follows : Charles ; Mary,  who  married  R. 
Terrel ; Walter;  Ella,  the  wife  of  David 
Rhodes;  George  F.;  Mary  and  Nellie,  twins, 
both  now  deceased;  Minnie  died  June  5, 
1886;  and  Fred. 

George  F.  Jones  spent  the  years  following 
the  completion  of  his  common  school  educa- 
tion in  looking  about  the  country,  while  en- 
gaged in  various  pursuits.  For  the  first  two 
years  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  a general 
store  at  Homer,  after  which  he  opened  a 
mercantile  establishment  at  Scott,  which  he 
sold  at  the  expiration  of  two  years.  After 
selling  out  his  business  at  Scott,  he  came  to 
Cortland,  where  he  remained  but  six  months, 
when  he  secured  a position  in  Toledo,  Ohio, 
as  a clerk  in  a store  ; this  situation  he  was 
able  to  keep  for  only  four  months,  when  he  was 
forced  to  resign  on  account  of  poor  health. 
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He  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  clerked  in 
a store  for  two  years,  when  he  determined  to 
try  his  fortunes  in  the  states  still  farther  west, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  North  Dakota. 
One  year  of  this  work  disgusted  him  with 
farming  in  the  West,  and  he  located  at  Grand 
View,  South  Dakota,  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, which  he  continued  for  three  years  ; not 
being  entirely  satisfied  with  the  locality,  he 
tried  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  and  for  three 
more  years  clerked  in  a store  at  that  place. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  his  thoughts  re- 
verted strongly  to  the  home  of  his  youth, 
and  he  set  his  face  towards  the  Empire  State. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  end  of  his  journey,  he 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business  at  Homer, 
and  continued  to  be  thus  engaged  for  a year 
and  a half,  when  he  sold  out  and  entered  the 
coal  trade.  His  coal  office  was  opened  in 
1891,  and  he  has  every  reason  to  be  pleased 
with  the  custom  he  has  received;  his  busi- 
ness has  increased  under  his  judicious  manage- 
ment until  it  brings  him  quite  a neat  income. 
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On  the  twenty-second  of  May,  1877,  Mr. 
Jones  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary 
Eggleston,  a daughter  of  George  Eggleston  ; 
they  have  four  children  : Maud  E.;  Charles 
F.;  Ralph  E.;  and  Ward,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  influential 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
their  aid  is  ever  freely  enlisted  in  any  work 
that  furthers  the  aims  of  that  organization. 
George  F.  Jones  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leaders  in  local  politics.  He 
has  been  the  constable  of  Homer  since  1891, 
having  been  elected  with  scarcely  any  oppo- 
sition at  every  succeeding  election.  While  in 
the  West  he  was  deputy  sheriff  and  also  sher- 
iff of  Douglas  County,  North  Dakota,  and 
was  president  of  the  board  of  education  at 
Grand  View,  South  Dakota;  he  also  filled 
the  office  of  deputy  treasurer  of  the  latter 
place  for  one  year.  Socially,  he  is  a member 
of  Homer  Lodge,  No.  99,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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